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X PEC T no more Commenda- 
tions of our Arabian Author; or 
Apologies for any Thing that may 
2 _ liable to Cenſure in his Let- 
ters. There is no end of anſwering the 
Cavils of thoſe, who, to gain the Charac- 
ter of Criticks, will create Faults where 
they find none; and 1 . e the very Over- 
 feehts of the Preſ 5 to the Ignorance of the 
Author, rather = a Book ſhall eſcape free 
from Cenſure. 

What is wanting in che Style, where it 
may. be fuppos'd to come ſhort of the Ori- 
ginal, muſt be laid to the Italian's Charge, 
who undertook the „irt Verſion of ſo re- 
mote a Language. For the FO Tranſla- 
tor has endeavoured to follow him, as 
cloſe as the Difference of Idioms will ad- 
mit. And all the world knows, that the 
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Engliſh Tongue is none of the»moſt Copi 


ous and Significant. But if this ſhould 
{cem an invidious Reflection, ſubſtituted 
in the Room of a Paſſable Excuſe; the 
Engliſh Tranſlator, in Honour both of the 
Foreign Copies, and his oτ n Native Lan- 
guage (for he is a true Eugliſb-nan both by 
Blood and Affection) is willing to take the 
Blame of all Defects on himſelf. Aſſu- 
- ring you, That whatſoever Roughneſs 
or want of Elegance; whatſoever Care- 
leſsneſs of Expreflion is to be found in 
the Engliſh. Tranſlation, tho' it may be a | 
a Fault indeed, ries purely owing 10 
the Candor of him who: has committed | 
it: Since the chief Reaſon of ſuch Ne- 
glect is, becauſe he was loth the Rea. 
der ſhould loſe the Orieinal'Senfe, for the 
ſake of a ſweet Period or a delicate Cadence. 

If inother Places he ſeems affected, as in 
retaining the Turtiſh or Arabick Words, 
where they might as well have been render 
ed Engliſh; this alſo was out of Reſpect to 
his Copy where thoſe Words are left as, we 
may ſuppoſe, they were found in the Ori- 
ginal abt 8 

This is addreſs'd to ſuch Gentlemen as 
have procured the Italian Copies of theſe 
Letters. For we are informed, that they 
are in the Hands of ſome Eugliſb Travel. 
i 95 8 | . lers, 
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lers, who had a Curioſity to compare the 
different Tranſations together. | 


However to evidence, that this is not 


ſpoken in Partiality to our ſelves, but 


with equal Regard to that Learned Fo- 


reigner, who firit brought theſe Letters 
to Light; it will not be amiſs to exhibit 


ſuch probable Reaſons, as might induce 


him to leave /ome Arabick Words un- 
tranſlated rather than others, though they 
had both the ſame Senſe. £14 


The beſt Method of clearing up this 


Point will be by producing Inſtances, 


ſuch as that Page 43, where the Word 
Vixirs] is retained by the Engliſh Trauſla- 
tor, becauſę it was not changed by the Hali- 


e. Doubtleſsit had been as eaſy to ſay [The 


ſeven: Chief | Spirits, Angels, Cbancellors or 


Miniſters. above] as [The [even Vizirs.| 
But ſince the Halian Copy has not altered 


the Word [Vizirs] the Engliſh Tranſlator 
thought fit to let it ſtand. And he con- 
ceives, tis proper enough in both Ver- 


fons ; becauſe it better expreſſes the 
Thought of the Turkifs Author, than any 


Htalian or Eugliſs Word can do, being a 
Title of Dignity peculiar to the Ottoman, 


Empire: Where the Credulous People 


are made to believe, that their Monar- 
4 SOHC, DAE cy, 


To the REA TZR. | 
chy,. with all its Officers of State, is exact- 
ly modelled according to the Pattern of 
the Celeſtial Court and Kingdom. There- 
fore it appears very natural in a Turk, 
to call the Miniſters of Heaven by the 
Titles of YVizirs, Beglerbegs, Baſſa's, or 
whatſoever other Appellatives are uſed by 
them, to expreſs the Dignity of their 
Grandees on Earth. And who would go 
to ſpoil his Senſe for the Sake of a Word? 

Beſides, not to let this Paſſage fall {| 
without due Remarks, is it not common | 
in our Bible to call God | Lord of Lords $i 
And how can this be otherwiſe expreſſe 
in Arabick, but by the Title which is ap- 
propriated to the principal Governors of 
Provinces, whom in their Language they 
call Beglerbegs? lt is equally uſual in 
Scripture, to ſtyle God | King of Kings] 
a Title frequently aſſumed by the Eaſtern 
Monarchs. Nay, in our common Diſ- 
courſe here in England, it is cuſtomary _ 
To give to God the Title of [The King 
of Heaven.) And why may we not as 
well give to the Arch- Angels and Angels, 
22 the Titles which are ordinarily a 
ply'd to the Princes and Nobles on Earth? 
But however, if this will not appear al- 
lowable in a Chriſtian, yet no Man can 
wonder at the Turk, when he hears _ 
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To . the'Rrapir. 
aſe his native Dialef, ſpeaking of the Po- 
tentates Above. And if this be granted, I 


hope neither the Italian will be blamed for 


preſerving theperultar Phraſe of an Eaſteru 
Author, nor the=Englifh Tranſlator be ac- 
cus'd, for following ſo polite a Pattern. 
This Inſtance had not been preſs'd ſo far, 
but in hopes that what is already ſaid may 
ſerve as a Plea for feveral other Examples of 
ke Nature in this Yolume : Where it is 
impoſſible for any European to expreſs the: 
full Meaning of an Oriental Author, with- 
out reſerving ſome Words of his very Lan- 
guage. And in this the Italian Tranſlator is. 


chiefly vindicated ; from whoſe Copy, the 
_ Engliſh. in ſuch Caſes had no Reaſon to 


ſwerve. And thus. much may ſuffice to an- 
{wer all Objections about the Se 
As to the Matter it ſelf, it appears full oß 
Inſtruction in Hiſtorical, Moral and Politi- 
cal Affairs. Nor need any Man wonder, if 
he encounter ſome Paſſages which may be- 
found in other Writers, both Gentile and 
Chriſtian; ſince the Author of theſe Letters 
profeſſes, That he has taken much Pains to 
peruſe the Treati/es of the Ancients, both 


Vvhilſt he ſtudied in the Academies,. and dit> 


ring his Reſidence at Paris, he often fre 
quented the Libraries in that City, where- 


of there is no Scarcity. He ſpent a great 


44 deal 


nN > * 3 
_ 8 oa ans wi 
$A — i od er entre ante ————— 


verſal Hiſtory of former Times, but grew 


To the REA DEN. 
deal of Time in reading modern as well as 
aut ient Authors: By which Means, he not 

only improv'd his Knowledge in the uni- 


familiar with the moſt remarkable Occur- 
rences in Europe, during theſe later Centu- 
ries. So that in fome of his Letters, one 


would {wear he had read Sabellius, Petrus 


Juſtinianus, Philip de Comines, and other 
European Writers : For he ftems to come 
very near them, 1n relatin -_ ſome particular 
Stories. And it may be ſuppos'd that he 
took this 4 to oblige 1 the: Turkiſh 
Grandees to whom he writ, by inferting in 
his Letters fuch TIER they were whol- 
ly Strangers to. 

There need no more be faid, but chat you 


may expect another Volume of nen 


N n Faretel. 
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LETTER A 


Ame the Arabian, and indefatigable Slave 

to the Grand Seignior, to Mahomet, the 

moſt illuſtrious Vixin Axem at the Port. 

Pag. 2 

"Uh congratulates his Aſſumption to the chief — 8 
| r ann his 

Protection. th 

II. To the Kaimacham. 5 

| Of the new Troubles in Paris, and of Eliachin s 3 

\ - ſeized, which forced. Mahmut to 1 Neu his 

A . 


7 UI. To 


The TABLE. 
III. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Views. 7 
He acquaints him with the ſame News; and Wl fo any : 
_ Diſpatches till farther Order. 
IV. To Adonai, a Jem at Venice, ' 8 
On the ſame Subject; and of an Attempt to a the Tre: 
ſury of Venice. 4 Relation of Tiepoli's C 


V. To Mahummed, Hodgia, Derviſe, Eremite, nhab- 


tant of the Prophetick Cave in Arabia the Happy 2 
Of the Contempt the Franks ſhew t0 the Pfr : 7 Nina = 
ral remarkable Inſtances of the Tenderneſs which the 
Ancients ſhewed to the Dumb Creatures. na 
VI. fi the an 6 7 1. | 5 1 £ 
Of his return to his former Lo 35 true N on 
Eliachim's being ſeized. - 1 


VII. To Nathan Bed Saddi, a Few at Vienna. 19 


He informs him of the ſame Matter; and relates the Enrer- 
tainment he found at his Return 3 J his 211 being new- 
by deliver d "of a Ss. — 

VIII. To Adonai,. a Few at n, 44 21 

Of a Marble Statue, with a Myſterious Inſcription on it. 

IX. To the Reis Effendi, chief Secretary of the One 
man Empire. 
of a peace concluded between the French Court and * | 
Parliament of Paris. A Defeription of the King's 
Houſe and Gardens at Ruel. 


— 4 7 1b Vibe Eaſtern Fealow] 

Of the Death of, Egri Boinou. Of* ern 

A memorable Example of Seleucus s Jaftice. 5 
XI. To the Ca y Dc Baſſa. 27 

He informs him of @ League which the Coſſicks, Chr | 

caſſians, Mingrelians, and other Nations, were en- 

i in againſt the Port. The di 2 Character 

of thaſe People. Some Remarks on the Life of 1 ſhmael 

Sophi. 
XII. To cara Hali, 3 to the Grand . 


. congratulates his new Honour, and e him to L 
cautious of the Vun .. 


8 © A 


The TABLE. 


XIII. To Chingi Mubamer, Baſſa, oe 
0 7 aintꝭ him with the Flight of Mahomet; the Son 
Dey ef Tunis; and his Converſi ton to the Clif: 

. Religion. 


IV. So Sale Ti roheni Emin, Superintendent of the Rojal 


7 enal at Conſtantinople. 36 
Wars in the Black Sea; the * of Packlcous 
of” Circaſſian Pyrate..- 


| ; | XV. To Melec Amet, Ba ſſa. 


40 
Of the Murder of Doriſlaus the Engliſh Embaſſidor at 
the Hague, with other Matters. 


| 5 XVI. To the Venerable Mufti. 


He accuſes the Septuagint and all the Chriſtian Tranſla- 
tors of the Bible, of Flatneſs, Errors, and not rightly: 
rendring the Original Hebrew. Some particular RE 
marks on the Plalms of, David, and Canticles of So- 

lomon. 

XVII. To the Chiaus, Baſſa. 47 
Remarks on the German, Swediſh an Engliſh Affairs. 
| 4 Diftoverywhich Oſmin the Dwarf made of a Letter 

from the Captain Baſſa, to Cardinal. Mazarin. 

XVIII. To Cara Hal, Phyſeeian. tothe Grand Seignior. 


He informs. him F great Tajuries done hy Li ighmming 4 


. — Diſcourſes of the Pleaſures: of a Country Life; 
and complains of his own Entanglements. 


XIX. To Kenan L. Chief Treaſurer to his Highneſs at 


Conſtantinople. 55 
He congratulates his Advancement, and exhorts him to 


Moderation. Putting him in Mind a "= o of the Cheats 
that have been committed in the Treaſury. 


XX. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother. 58 
Of the Pleaſure he takes in reading his Tr. He in- 
forms him of the progreſſive Conqueſts made in China 
by the young Emperor of the Tartars. He adviſes him 

to wait on Kerker Haſſan, Balla, 
XXI. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 62 
© He gives bim a ſhort Account of China, to encourage him 
10 learn more 9 bis Brother. 

XXII. To 
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© Am Eremit, Tnkabitant of the n 
Cave in Arabia the Happy. 
ie b 4e his Aſſeſtance and Col; in fn . 4 
„ entangle his Con . e Py 
II. To Poms 75 
|.» Of, the gr anf — of the Blood. | 
HI. To the K. 25 Effe Frincipal Secretary of the FL 
man Empire. wo 
Ke 1 He acquaints him with the Indiction of the 1 
A | | Rome. Diſcourſes of theSabbaticalYear among the Jews; 
„ the Secular Games among the ancient Romans. 
Iv. To the Flower ot High Dignity, the molt W 
Vizir Aẽ . 
"i theValour of the Bak of Buda and his gon. 1. 
an the French Campai ends the Juſtice of the 
Ottoman Port, in n the Bailo F Venice, and 
 firangling his Interpreter. 
v. To Sedrec AP Girawn, chief Page of the Treaſury. 5 
O the Cuſtom in the Eaſt, ta prefer Men of Merit, thoug 
>, of mean Birth, to Places Truſt. The contrary O- 
der fight of the Franks. AStoryof Paſquil 1" 
of the Removal of the three impriſen d Princes to Havre 
de Grace. The Revolt of Bourdeaux. 
vr. To the Kaimacham. 88 
He acquaints him with the Loſs of the Box, wherein all 
the Letters writ by the Miniſters of the Port to him were _ 
contain d; and what Fears he was in about it. 
VII. To the ſame. 91 
Es informs him, that a Negro Slave to Eliachim the 3 
had ſtolen the Box of Letters; who being examined by 
Tortures, even t0 Death, confeſs 4 he had hid it in t 
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| The TABLE. 
y 2 Solyman, Knſlyr Aga, Prince of the Black Eu- 


od, 


O the Aſtront done to the Port in the Claim the Tartars 

/ made to the Tutelage of the young Sultan. Of the Cruel. 

ry often exercis'd on the Princes of the Ottoman Blood. 

IX. To Dgnet Oglow. | OE o7 
He complains of an unjuſt Reproof given him by the Reis 
Effendi, on the Account of Kenan Baſſa, and juſtifies 

his own Conduct and Integrity. r 


To the Reis Effendi, principal Secretary of the Attoman 
Empire. | —_ 


101 

Mahmut expoſtulntes with him about his ſuppoſed Crime, 

n writing freely to Kenan Baſh. Acquaints him 
with the Orders be received from the Vizir Azem, and 
other principal Miniſters of zhe Divan, to that Purpaſe. 

Of the Murder of an Engliſh Embaſſador at Madiid, 

4nd of a Fight between the Stotch and Engliſh, .. 


MI. Solyman Aga, principal. Chamberlain of the Wo- 


men's Apartments in the Seraglio. 14103 
Of the Diſorders and Mutinies among the Janizaries. 7 
the French King's Guard of Switzers. 11 Nems from 
_ Candia, The Bravery. of the Maltefe Knights. Of 
the Death of the Prince of 9 3 hg 
XII. To Kiſur Dramelec,” Secretary of the 
ga 8 
He rallies him for his angry Letter. 1 JF 
XIII. To Mines i, Alupb. Ba ſſa. | cr Io 
Of the Releaſe of the three impriſon d French Princes: And 
4 Cardinal Mazarini's private Departure from the . 
ourt. | 1 : 
XIV. To Iſouf, his Kinſman at Fr. 
Hie diſcourſes with him of his Travels in Aſia: Challenges 
' bis Promiſe to ſend him an Account of Afrie. Several 
Remarks on that Quarter of the World, © 
RV. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. _ | 115 
Fe complains of the Injuries had been done him by Ikingi. 
Maſter of the Pages, and by others. Deſires him toan- 
ee leave to return Home; profeſſing himſelf, wea- 
ny of this Employment. e 


Nazarene Affairs 
+... 07 
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inte 


XVI. To. 


= XVI. To Chun . the ee Vizir Azem; 
- and invincible General of the Ottoman Forces in 1 


Mahmut c ; of the Inſtabili of all 1 
Things. O the Cruelties exerciſed oof ſome of the. 
Sultans, Vizirs, Baſſas, and other Miniſters of the Em- 
pire. Reflections on the Death of the old Queen. R- 

= wiarkson the delightful NE of the #5 

”- = Princes of the Blood. 5 

* XVI I. To Naſſuff, Baſſa of Natolia. 


or of a 3 eeween the Dukes of e ang 
we, 4 "i x ll... | 
mm MF XVIII. ToU Ba 126 
ud of the Mi J Buſes between FA 8 of France and 
ye. the Prince of Conde ſince his Bulargement. 'of the 
id. - Prince's Flight from Paris. 

IX. To Solyman his Couſin, at Conſtantinople. 129 
o- He reproves his former Libertiniſm : Endeavuours to recti- 
93 h his Miſtake about Hell: And gives him good Counſel. 


＋ 4 XX. To Enden 4 Zaidi Faaf, Beglerbeg of — | 


Of . aaa his Happineſs, in being Lord of theEarthly 
. _ Paradiſe, Of a Tree five hundred Miles high in Die 
IS dekir. Of the firſt Parents of Mankind, according ts 
7 tze Traditions oh tos Indians. With ether Musters. 
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IV. o Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Gia Sole 


c 8 . c 0 EN 
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i 


O Abdel Melee Auli Omar, Pr an of the cas 
T of 'Sciences at Fez. 


| He d; iſcourſes after the Manner of 4 A Sceptck, an the ff 


ference in Religions. 


It. To the Kana. 155 


Me Sentiments of Iſouf Eb'n Hadrilla, 3 Phi- 
| loſopher, concerning the Original orf Mankind, and 
their being born in a State of War. Of ige Livres 
promiſed as a Reward to thoſe who ſhould bring in Car- 

. dinal Mazarini alive or dead. Of. the OY > | 

1585 Miniſter to the Court. | 


11. To e Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary It the He: 


J Mfore ef, the Domeſtick Troubles in France. my 


He relates roeral Examples of the Wiſdom and All 
that is found in the Brutes. 


V. OE the Captain Baſſa. I 


expoſtulates about the ill amb of the Mahometan. 
ws 2 ; and relates to bim a Viſion which he had in Pa- 
ris: With th: Ceremonies that went before it. Adviſes 
him to make a Deſcent in Italy. Informs him of a ter- 
rible Sea-Combat between the Engliſh and the Dutch. 
VI. To the Kiay Bey, or Lieutenant - General of the Fani- 
pri he Diſcipli hat Ord = 
Of the Corruptions crept into the Diſcipline of that Order: 
Which he counſels him to reform. of . 
in Paris: With other Matters, 


© 


VII. To 


Gap. 


The TABLE. ; 


In. To mene, bt, Nen at m. 17 
R Duel fought between th Dukes of Beaufort and 
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act the Port. 


e ere | 
Mahmut the Arabian, and iudefatizable 


= Slave to the Grand Signior, To Ma- 


home, he moſt illuſtrious Vizir Auem 


* 


- 


Congratulate thy Aſcent to that Top of Honour, 
the 755 Dignity in the Empire ever victoriaus. Tis 
thy turn to be now exalted in the Orb of Fortune: 

Let not this high Station make thee forget, that 

the Wheel is always in Motion. But conſider, That 


ſince the Advance thou haſt made, was not but by the 


Fall of thy Eredeceſſor, thou haſt leſs Reaſon to think thy 
on State ſecu e. | bouts 

- Iam no Fortune Teiler; nor would I be fo rude, as to 
prognoſticate ill Luck to my Superiors. But, Men in 
Vor. IV. * eminent 
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eminent Dignity have need of a Monitor: And, it is re- 
corded of a great Monarch, That he commanded one of 
his Pages every Morning to ſalute him, when he firſt a- 
waked, with theſe Words, Remember, O King, that thou 


art a Mortal. ; e 

Let this Example, ſupreme Miniſter, plead my Excuſe, 
and incline thee to pardon the Freedom which Mahmut 
takes; who by this, thou ſeeſt, is no Flatterer. 5 
- . Certainly all ſublunary Things ebb and flow like the 
Waters. And, though Men may- ſometimes enjoy a 
Spring-Tide of Felicity, yet Fate has hidden Sluices, 
which in a Moment ſball'convey the mighty Torrent to 
ſome other Channel. | 

I my ſelf have in ſome meaſure experienced this, who 
am but a Puny in Compariſon with thee. Yet Deſtiny 
and Chance are allotted to the Little, as well as to the i 
Great. The Worm encounters as many groſs Contin- 
gencies, in her humble reptile State, as does the tow'ring | 
Eagle, in all her lofty Flights and Ranges, through the 


_ wide-ſtretch'd Air. 


In my Infancy I was ſnatch'd from the Cradle, and from 
the Arms of my mournful Mother; mournful on two Ac- 
counts, the Death of a Husband, and the Neceſlity of 
parting with her Child. Yet this early Separation turn'd | 
to my Advantage, and her Comfort. The Sequel of m 
ow Fortune invited her to forſake her Solitudes, and fol. 

w me.to the Imperial City; where ſhe exchanged her 
melancholy Widowhood, for the Society and Love of a 
merry Greek: Whilſt Fate had another Game to play 
with me; it being the Will of Heaven, That from the 
Delights of the Seraglio, and the Honour of ſerving the 


greateſt Sovereign in the World, I ſhould. fall into à cruel 


Captivity, and be compelled ignominiouſly to drudge for 
a barbarous Infidel. Afterwards, I gain'd my Liberty, and 
apply d my {elf to ſtudy in the Academies. Iwill not 
boaſt of the Proficiency I made: But, at my Return to 
Conſtant inople, thou knoweſt, my Superiors thought me 
capable of doing the Port Service in this Place. Thus 
Providence ſports with Mortals, and by an unaccountable 


Clew of Diſcipline, leads them through the Mazes of 
this Life. ee e vor e ee 


How 


u SPy. a PA RIS. — | 


4 o How: Ihave diſcharged my Truſt here, I date appeal 
do all; yet can pleaſe none. Every Man will be my 


Fuge to give Sentence againſt me; and ſome, I believe, 


1 would willingly be my Execut ioners: Which, at certain 
Times, carries me into ſo deep a Melancholy, that I 
ever join with my Enemies, and condemn my ſelf, tho 
1 knov not for what. Surely, ſays I, ſo many perſpi- 
cacious Men cannot be all in the wrong, and I only in the 
right: They muſt needs ſee ſome, Faults in me, which I 


— 


= cannot diſcern in my ſelf. Doubtleſs I'm partial, and 


T7 aever:chang'd the Order of Tops Wallet. Then I re- | 
flect on theſe Thoughts, as the mere Product of Me- 
lancholy: For, after the ſtricteſt Examination of my 


Conduct, I find my {elf innocent of thoſe Things where- 
of I ami accugd.' Yet, whilt I am juſtifying my In- 
tegrity towards my great Maſter, my Sadneſs returns 
again, and tells me, That without doubt, I have ſome 


| | Ways offended God and his Prophet, who, for that Rea- - 


don, ſuffer the Envious to perſecute me; and drive me 
into a more intimate and familiar Converſe with my 
ſelf, that ſo by making a frequent Scrutiny after the 


7 Gauſc of my outward Misfortunes, I may diſcover the 


ſeeret Crimes, which I may have committed again 
Heaven, and which lie hid under my Inadvertence and 
Oblivion. . a E anon 
Then I'm filld with a thouſand Scruples about my 
telling Lies, and taking falſe Oaths, though I'm diſpenſed 
with for all thoſe Immoralities, by the ſovereign Arbiter 


of the Law. Ina Word; I know not ſometimes what 


ro think. And were it not that my Agency in theſe 
Parts meets with ſome Succeſs, I ſhould often conclude, 
That I either lie under ſome Curſe of God, or Charms 
of Men; that either Heaven or Hell, haye a peculiar 

Hand in affli&ting me. 4 
But all this may be only the Fumes of my own diſtem- 
per d Spleen. And the indulgent Fudge of Man may paſs 
a milder Sentence on me, than either I do my ſelf, or 
my Fellow-Mortals. He is tranſcendently benign and 
| mart: 4% our Sins of Frailty appear in his Eyes but 
s ſmall Ams in the Rays of a Morning Sun; which, 
3 © though 
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they be innumerable, ver the lraſt Breath of Wi a 


— 2Haunc all out of Sight. 154 lo 
- By what I have ſaid, tit apparent, That I leur e 
4 both to thet᷑ and my ſelf: To thee, 22 — 

Moſer of Life and Death, under the Grand: Sinn ta 
my ſelf, as one culbd out for a nn by the Malicious, 
and lying: at the Feet of thy noble Nature, begging thy 
ie "tag ye Enemies are induſtrious: to ruin ne 
and lay on all Opportunities to accumpliſi it. Tie 
Sentence, which they could not prouure from ti: Pradle. 


eeſſor, they may hope to draw from ther by thieir falſe 


Informations. This makes me uſe Precaution in my 


own Defenee, hoping o foreſtal their Malice * his 


bumble Addreſs. £ an 1 JRueN 
Imitate thou: the c dnnn, ind. be mat ſevere in 
remarking the Peccadillo's and fmall ' Delinquendies of 
thy Slave. If TY turn We e ILrrare no Fa- 
vour. 1596 2\ 
That, — „Ahe Ei and 4 
luſt of the World, and — of Paradiſe, heap on ther as 
many Bleſſings ever Day, as — hgh RHvift· 
eſt Wiſhes a'thouſand Vears; and grant tha hes may. 
find Admittance into the Place full of Rivers,' whoſe 
Springs take 'their * the Bottom of rhe e 
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To the Kaimachan © 4 
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45 vitro H #2* ivy was prob de in . ̃ ˙ ng een 
T* HE Doubles of this Kingdom, which a while ago 
ſeem'd to be compos d, are now again broke out 
afreſſ. The private Grudges of fame, and the Ambi- 


tion of others, of the Nobility, have once mere put all 
in Arms. This City is block d up by the Prince of 


Conde s Army, who has not been long return d from 


Flanders. The Kisg. dhe Queen, with Cardinal Maga. 


rini, and the whole Court, are at S. Genmnins in Lay, whi- 
ther they went by Night. This abrupt Departure gave 
freſh Courage to the Seditious, and at the ſame Time 


furniſuh'd them with new Matter of Aceuſation againſt 


Cardinal Maæarini, who, they ſay, has ſtole away their 
Sovereigu from them. The Parliament have declared him 
an Drin to the Got, They are levying Soldiers 
as faſt as they can: And Previſions are laid in, 2s if they 
were to. ſuſtain a long Siege. Several Princes and Gran- 
dees are come over to the Citizens, having deſerted: the 
Caurt; 8 whom is the Prince of Conti, Brother 

e of Conde. Vet the Pariſſans are diſtruſt ful 
of him, and have confin d his Siſter, as a Hoſtage for his 
Fidelity; not knowing, that his Deſertion is real, be- 
ing occaſion d by ſome Quarrel between him and his el- 
der Brother. 4 r wo 


— "Tis ſaid, Tbat Cardinal Max arini bas taken a Reſolu⸗ 
tion to depart the Kingdom, chat ſo he may avoid the 


Tempeſt that threatens him from all Hands. 


The Queen has ſent Orders to the Colonels, that ferve 
under Mareſchal Turenne, in Germany, commanding 
them to abandon that General, who, they fay. has de- 
clared for the Parliament, and ſent to offer them his Ser- 
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On the other fide; the Citizens endeavour to ſtrengthen 


their Party, by ſending to all the Parliaments of France, 


ſufficient Prot 
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wo defire their Conjunc̃tion in eſpouſing the Quarrel of 
this of Paris. e hs et 
The Compantes which the ber of this City have 


Tais'd, wear this Morto in their A 20s, WE S E EK 


OUR KING. 


In the mea while” hs nk rtf Auſtria keeps. 
near the Frontiers of this Kingdom, with an Arm of 


ewenty thoaſand Men; and ſends frequent Propoſals 5 to 
the Parliament, in order to a Pence. 
Whilſt I was writing the laſt Words, News! was 
brought me, that Eliachim the Few! is ſeiz'd, and clapt 
in Priſon at St, Denys, wulich Place is in the King's 


Hands. I cannot learn the Reaſon of his Conſinement, 


but am apt to ſuſpect tis on the Score of his late appear- 
ing among the Rabble of Puris; Whereof T gave an Ac- 
count in a Letter to the Aa of the Janixaries. 


The Surprize I am in at this unfortunate Aveident; 


puts me upon a thouſand Thoughts. I know not what 


Courſe to take for my own Safety. If. Eliachim's Pa- 


pers ſhould be ſearch'd; Mahmut muſt be diſcover d; and 
then, if T tarry in the City, I cannot eſcape 2 Priſon: 
For tho? at here?” omg one would think this Place a 


they bear to the true Believers, and the Diſcovery: of ſs 


important a Commiſſion as mine; would ſuperſede their 


inteſtine Animoſities. I ſhould infallibly be either de- 


livered up to the Court, or ſent to the Baſtile. If I go 


out of the City, my Danger is yet greater; all the Pa 
of the Country being narrowly watch ' d, and ſtrong one 
guarded by the King's Soldiers. This made"me;atifi 


reſolve to defer the Concluſion of this Letter to ano= 


ther Time, whilſt I provided for my own Safety; ag 
thinking it impoſſible to convey any Intelligence out 


of France undiſcover d. But being inform'd of a Con- 


rier, that was juſt going from the Parliament to the Arch. 
Dube of Auſtria, and fearing leſt I ſhould never have 


the Privilege of Pen, Ink and Paper again, 1 have ra- 


viſh'd a few Moments, from that little Time I have left 
to ſhift for my ſelf, that 10 1 e OW notice of 


+ i; harman rns | KIs 11510 
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ion from the Cnurt; yet the Hatred 
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a Sex at Paris. 7 


T have written alſo to Nathan Ben Saddi at Vienna, tor 


prevent any . Diſpatches from him, till farther Order. 


4 
, 


oth theſe Letters I venture in the Hands of a faithful 


Mieſſenger, who has cauſed them to be ſewed up in the 


Heels of his Shoes, to prevent Diſcoyery... He travels- 


under the Protection of the Courier. 


T have not a Minute left 
at this Inſtant parting from my Lodging; my Books and 
other Things being pack'd up, and Porters ready to carry 
*em away. If I get ſafe out of the Houſe, I muſt change 
my Habit and Name, and ſo lay the Foundation ot a new 
Concealment, till the Iſſue of this Adventure ſhall direct 
me what to do. „ e s 

Adieu, illuſtrious Kaimacham, and expect to hear more 
in my next; or let my Silence convince thee, That Mah- 
mut is no longer at Libertix. 

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 

F the Year 1649. | 
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T* thou haſt any Diſpatches coming for me, and it be 
yet in thy Power to ſtop them, uſe Wings in doing 
it: For I fear weare diſcover'd in this Place. Thy Bro- 
ther Eliachim is arreſted by the King's Orders. What is: 
laid to his Charge I know not for certain; neither is it 
neceſlary for thee to be inform'd in that Point. But if 


- his Confinement be owing to ſome Services he has late- 


ly done me, we are all loſt; His Papers will be ſearch'd, 


which-muſt of Neceſlity betray our Secrets: And then 


we have nothing to expect but the ſevereſt Execution of 
the Chriſtians Fury and Revenge. I am in no ſmall Con- 
fuſion at this Accident, having ſcarce Time to provide 
for my Concealment. Send no more to Paris till thou 
receiveſt farther Advice. We are all in Arms, this City 
being block d up by the Queen's Troops; ſo that I knew 


to ſay more, Than that I m 


s Lirrnns Writ by 
not well which way to ſhift for my ſelf, and eſcape a 
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V e nn 
20 0 Adonai, a Jew at Venice. TE 


| 1 Have ſomething more Reſpite now. than when I 
A wrote laſt to my Brother Nathan at Vienna, to inform 
him of Eliachim”s being made a Priſoner. I Was in a 

greater Hurry at that Time, than the ninth Sphere. All 


my Motions were ſwift. © 1 went backward and forward | 


like the Planets; but had no leiſure to ſtand till, as they 
do fometimes., In à Ward, I Have run over the whole 
Zodiack of Policy, to ſeek for a new Houſe; that where- 
in I lodg'd being. like to prove too hot for me. At length 


I have found one, wherein J hope to meet with no 1.4- | 


_ - Frvolent Aßpecks, but to temain, as before, in à friendly 

Conjunction with the Moon; behind whoſe” Splendors, 1 

21% lie cover d from the Inquifttions of peeritig Mor- 
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To ſpeak more fotelligibly; 1 am, for the prefent, re- 
mov d to other Lodgings in this City, the better to ſniel- 
ter my ſelf from the Storm which feems to hang over 
my Head, fince Eliaciim was ſefz'd. Yeſterday I wrote 
to the Kaimachum, and to Nathan Ben Saddi, to give 
them an Account of this Accident. This goes along with 
he fame Meſſenger; for I durſt not confide in the Poſts, 
during the preſent Diforders of this Kingdom. 

I received a Letter fram thee, wherein thou informeſt 
the, of an Attempt that has been lately made, to rob the 
EF : 4 ta f Treaſur; 
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Teaſury of Venice + Which, according to thy Deſcription, 


is very rich” and magnificent, not to be match'd in Eu- 
rope. Perhaps if thou hadſt ſeen the Wealth that is pre- 
ſerv d in the Chureh'of S. Denys, a City not far frem pa- 
ri, thou wouldſt ated | wer e. ** But Won of 
us can make proper Compariſons, having not ſcen-both 
Places. The Fran nate latter, 1 ſay, It far ex- 
ceeds that of Venice. But they may ſpeak partially; it 
being the Humour of all People, to magnify the Gran- 
deur of their own Nation: And, the French come not 
ſhort of the reſt of the World in Vain- Glory. However 
it be, it was a vaſt Attempt, and full ot infinite Difficulties 
and Perils, to rob the Vaults of a Guth in the Heart of 
that great and populous City, where all the Riches of the 
Seigniory were repoſited. It is arr Argument ot the Great< 
neſs of their Souls, who durſt undertake ſo hazardous an 
Enterpiize.” . ? .,-:-.:: E 

But this is not the firſt Time the Venetians have been in 
Danger to loſe that prodigious Maſs of Wealth. A poor 
Grecian once found a Way, through marble Barricadoes 
under Ground, to enter thoſe gold en Cells; from whence 
he carried away, to the Value of Twenty hundred Thou- 
fand Zechins in Jewels. But, making one of his Coun- 
try men acquainted with it, the Villain betray'd him to the 

ge, Who cauſed him to be hang e. 

That Commonwealth has been al along very happy in 
Diſcovery of Plon, and other Miſchiefs intended againſt 
her. I know not whether thou haſt heard of the famous 
Conſpiruey of Tieboli; who not content with the Life and 
Eſtate of a private Gentleman, ſought to render himſelf 
Sovereign of Venice. And to this End, inſinuated into the 
Affections of many Thouſands of the Citizens; whom 
he kept in conſtant Penſion for above. nine Tears toge- 
ther, under the Notion of aſſiſting him, to revenge cer- 
tain Injuries he had receiv'd from a Roman Gentleman. 
They were all to run with their Arms into the Streets, 
when they ſhould hear the Name Tiepoli utter d aloud, and 
„„ . e 
Zut, when the Day was come, whereon he was to put 
his Deſigns in Execution, and the Alarm was given in the 
Streets, an old Woman 1 7 fuck Haſte to look W 
FLIES s = 
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her Chamber-Window, -. to ſee. what was the Oceas. 
ſion of the Tumult, that et threw - down. an earthen 
Veſſel, which falling directly on the Head of Tiepoli, 
kild him, and fo put an End to the Rebellion. For w 
happy Accident, the Senate ſettled a yerly Penſion of 
a Thouſand Zechins on the old Woman, during = 
Life, and the fame to be paid to her Hears and * 
ſterity for ever. 
Send me no. Diſpatches, till hos halt received, ano- 
ther Letter from me, which will dro they n wn 30 
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1 H E Franks (wha are more ready to. find; Faults i 10 
1 others, than to amend their owyn) cenſure the 
Muſſulmans, for run their Charity to Beaſts, Birds 
and Fiſhes. ; They at the Alms we beſtow. .to 
feed Dogs, Cats, and pe; wt living Creatures; and ridi- 
eule the Tenderneſs of ſuch, as go into the Markets 
and buy the Birds that are there 104d, on Purpoſe to 
reſtore them to their native Liberty. They ſay, "Tis 
2 ſufficient Demonſtration of Piety to relieve the Ne- 
ceſſities of Men; and that, It is but a fruitleſs, Hypo- 
criſy, to ſhew. kindneſs to the Brutes, who, in their 
Opinion, have neither Souls nor Reaſon, and con- 


9 are inſenſible of our good Offices towards 


Tete are the Charges of Weſtern. Raillery,. the Scoffs 
of the obdurate, with which they load the generous O- 


rientals, the Hearts trgnsfixed With uniyerſal Love. ed! 


> 


i . 


who not only affordeſt Protection and Relief to thoſe 
Creatures whereof: we have no need, but even abſtaĩneſt 
from the Fleſh of all Animals, though the Prophet him- 
elf has indulged us the Uſe of ſome for our neceſſary Food, 
and without which many plead, That we cannot ſuſtain 


Life? Oh! excellent Man, born for the Reproof and 


Light of the Age, how is the Soul of our great Law- 
giver exhilarated, when he beholds thy innocent and un- 
blemiſhed Life? The Treaſury of Heaven, is enridhed* 
with thy good Works, the fertile Harveſt of Virtues, the 
Firſt-Fruits of the Purity of thy Nature! From thy firſt / 
Deſcent into that holy Cave, the Angels, who regiſter the 
Words of Men, never heard thee utter a Syllable that 
could be reprehended: Thy Thoughts raviſh the Heart 


of God himſelf with Joy. The aniverſal Spirit full of 
Hues, Watcher of the Univerſe, would fall a ſleep, were it 


not rouz'd by the ſtrong Vibrations of thy ſublime Soul. 
Thy Contemplations are Themes for the College of thoſe - 
who are aſſiſtant in forming of all Things. Were it not 
for ſuch as thee, the Angel of the firſ Motion would 
ceaſe to whirl the Globes of Light through the Heavens: 


Tlie Orbs above would grow ruſty, and all the Wheels and 


Springs of Nature would ſtandeſtill. Oh elect Idea, be- 
tore whole purify d Eſſence the Sun himſelf appears full 
of Blemiſnes! Human Wit cannot find thy Equal on 
Earth: Thou art the Inpreſ on the SEAL. OF THE 
PROPHET'S, the Soul of the Soul of : Mahomet ! - 
In thus celebrating thy high Perfections, if L have 
offended thy Modeſty, thou haſt the Goodneſs to aſcribe - 


it to the Exceſs of my Affection, which carries me be- 


yond human Regards. I would fain be an Imitator- 
of thy incorrupt Life. For, let the Chriſtians ſay what : 
they pleaſe, I will ever eſteem Abſtinence a divine Virtue. - 
have conſulted the Sages of Old, that I might learn 
what was the Practice of former Times, whilſt humam 
Nature was yet in its Infancy, befbre the Manners of 


Men were debauch'd.. I have purſued the ſelect Wri- 


tings of the Ancients, the Records of Truth, and void 
of Fables. And, believing that ſuch Memoirs will: not 
be unwelcome to thee, I preſume to lay them at thy 

"Pp | 9 75 : Feet. 
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Feet, as àa Mark of that profound Veneration I owe tothe 
Nnant of the Darling of Got. 
Theſe Hiſtorians fay, That the firſt Inhabitants of the 
Earth for above Two thouſand Years, liv'd altogether 
on the vegetable Produms; of which they offer d the 
Wi Firſt-Fruits to God; It being eſteem d an inexpiable 
1 Wickednefs, to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, though it 
it were in Sacrifice, much more to eat of theit Fleſh: To 
1 this End; they relate the firſt Slaughter of a Bull 
Wi ts have been made at Athens, on this Occafion. The 
I" Prieſt of the Town, whoſe Namie was Diomrs, as he was 
| making the accuſtomed Oblation of Fruits on an Altar 
in the open Field, (for as yet they had no Temples) a Bull 
came running from the Herd, which was grazing hard 
by, and eat of the conſecrated Herbage. Upon which 
Diomus the Prieft, moved with Zeal at the reputed Sa- 
crilege, and ſnatching a Sword from one of thoſe that 
wete preſent, kilFd the Bull. But, when his Paſſion 
was over, and he conſider d W hat a heinous Crime he had 
committed; fearing alſo the Rage of the People, he per- 
ſuaded them, That a God had appeared to him, and com- 
manded him to offer that Bull in Sacrifice, by burn- 
ing his Fleſh with Fire on the Altar, as an Atonement 
for his devouring the conſecrated Fruits. The devout 
Multitude acquieſced to the Words of their Prigſt, as to 
1 an Oracle. And the Bull being flay d, and Fire laid on 
my! - the Altar, they all aſſiſted at the new Sacriſite. From 
i which Time, the Cuſtom was yearly abſery'd among 
wt - the Athenians, to ſatrißte a Bull. And by them, this 
| Method of religious Cruelty was taught, not only to all 
Greece, but to the reſt of the World. In proceſs: of 
Time, a certain Prieſt, in the midſt of his bloody Sacrifice, 
taking up a Piece of the broiled Fleſh which had falln 
1 from the Altar on the Ground, and burning his Fin- 
1 gers therewith, ſuddenly clapt them to his Mouth, to 
i mitigate the Pain. But when he had once taſted the 
1 _ Sweetneſs of the Fat, not only long'd for more of it, 


1 but gave a Piece to his Aſſiſtant, and he to others: 
1 Who all pleaſed with — new found Daintice, fell ih 
Wh"! eating of the Fleſh greedily. And hence this Speries 

Gluttony was taught to other Mortals. Neither is it _ 
EF N e terial 
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terial, what the Hebrew Doctor, object againſt theſe 
2 * they © mou - Adam, 
ſacrificing living Creatures, in the Infancy of the World; 
ſince, thou knoweſt, many Errors are inſerted in the 


written Law, from whence they takethis Story. 


They ſay alſo, That the firſt Goat that fell by the Hands 
of Men, was killed in revenge for the Injuries it had 
done theOwnef of a Vineyard, in broufirig on his Vines; 


| ſuch an impious Deed having never been heard of 


This is certain, That the Egypta ins, the wiſeſt and moſt 
ancient People in the World, having receiv'd from the 
firſt Inhabitants of the Earth a Tradition, fordidding Men 
ro kill any living Creature; 5 give the greater Force 

to this Primitive Law of Nature, they form'd the Images 
of their Gods, in the Similitude of Beaſts : That ſo the 
Vulgar, ſtruck with Reverence at the ſacred Symbols, 
might learn to abſtain from killing, or ſo much as hurt- 


ing the dumb Animals : under whoſe Forms, they tepre- 


ſented whatſoever among them was eſteemed adorable. 
_ Yet, left any in his Life-Time ſhould by Accident, 
or otherwiſe; have tranſpreſs'd the Lam of Abſtinence, 
they uſed a kind of Expiation for the Dead, after this 
manner: The Prieſts took the Bowels out of the Belly 
of the Deceaſed, and putting them in an earthen Veſſe, 
they held it towards the Sun; and calling Witniefles, 
they made the arte! by, Wu ory in behalf of the Dead: 
„% O thou Sun, whoſe Empire is univerſal, and all ye 
other Powers, Who give Life to Men, receive me into 
the Society of the immortal Gods, for fo long as I 
« liv'd in this World, I religiouſly perſevered in the 


e pporſpip ot thoſe Deities, which were made knovyn to 


% me by my Azceſtors. a honoured my Parents, 
* who begat my Body. I never killed any Man or Beaſt, 
* nor have been guilty of any black Crime. But, if 
Whilſt J lived I have treſpaſs' d, in taſting any of thoſe 
« Things which are forbidden, it was not my Sin, but 
© the Fault of theſe Entrails, which are here ſeparated 
from the reſt of my Body.” And having ſaid this, 
they caſt the Veſſel into the River on the vw Ge 
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which: the Ceremony was perform'd, embalming the reſt of 
the Body, as pure and free from Sin. rote that? 
After the ſame manner the Perſian Magi, or wiſe Men, 
practiſed Abſtinence. And, to imprint in their Diſciples 
a Tenderneſs and Friendſhip towards the Beaſts, they 
called them, according to their different Stations, either 
Lyons, Hyzna's, Crows, Eagles, Hawks, &c. And their 
Garments were painted all oyer witli the various Figures 
of Animals; thereby. inſinuating, the Doctrine ot the 
Soul's Tranſmigration; and inculcating this Myſtery, That 
the Spirit of Man enters ſucceſſively into all ſorts of Bodies : 
Which thou knoweſt, is not remote from the Faith of 
true Believers, | MTs ok nr 
It would not be amiſs, as a Teſtimony of the Prac- 
tice of the Ancients, to inſert a raemorable Addreſs, which 
the Reform' d Prieſts of Crete were wont to make before 
the Altar of Fupiser. O Divine Governor of the 
Hundred Cities, we have led a holy Life, from the 
Time that we were initiated in thy Myſteries, and for- 
ſook the nocturnal Rites, and bloody Feaſts of Bacchus 
We are now purify'd, and cloath our ſelves in white 
© Veſtments, the Emblems. of our Innocence: We ſhun 
n the Society of polluted Mortals; neither, approach 
* we to the Sepulchres of the Dead, nor taſte of the Fleſh - 
« of any Thing, which has been endued with Life. 
Such alio was of old, and to this Day is, the Alſtinence 
of the Indians; among whom the Brachmans perform 
the Office of Prieſthood. Theſe the ancient Grecians calld 
Gymnoſophiſts. They are all of one Race, neither will 
they admit a Stranger into their Order. They live for the 
moſt Part near to Ganges, or ſome other River, for the 
Sake of their frequent Purifications. Their Diet conſiſts 
of Milk, curdled with ſowre Herbs. They feed alſo 
on Apples, Rice, and other Fruits of the Earth; eſteem« 
ing it the Height of Impiety to taſte of any Thing 
that has Life. They live in little Hutts or Cottages; 
every one bychimſelf, avoiding Company and Diſcourſe; 
employing all their Time in Contemplatign, and the 
Se/v ice of the Temple. They eſteem this Life but a ne- 
ceſſary Piſpenſation of Nature, which they; due gif 
undergo as a Penance ; ardently thirſting after Ne, — 
— a . TIT 10N:+ 
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ſolution of their. Bodies; and: firmly believing, That the- 


Soul, by Death, is releaſed from its Priſon, and launches 


hep are. always 2 diſpoſed to die, bewailing 
thoſe that are alive, and ce e the Funerals of the 

ead, with, joyful Solemnities and Triumphs. Among 
their good Works, it is accounted an Act of great Re- 
putation and Virtue, to- build Hoſpirals for Beaſts as well 
as Men: And, in every. City, there are. great Numbers 


of ſuch as ſpend all their Life, in tending. on ſick and 


wounded Animals, or ſuch as have no Suftenance: elſe- 
where. And this is na novel Hut itution, but deliver d dawn 
to chem by Thaiziep, from immemorable Ages. 
The Precepts alſo. of Tyiptolemus and. Draco, the moſt 


ancient Lawgivers of the Athenians, are a Teſtimony of 
the Innocence and Sincerity of the firf# Age: For they 
eomprehend all the whole Syſtem of Piety and Virtue, in 


pradtifing theſe few Rules: 


Let it be an eternal 
& adore the immortal Gods; to reverence the depart 

« Heroes; to celebrated their Praiſes. with Songs, and 
«. the Firſt. Fruits of the Earth; to honour their Parents; 


* 
- 
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and neither to kill Man nor Beaſ. „ 
I could relate to thee Examples of Abſtinence in the 
ancient Lacedemonians, Spartans, Jems, and almoſt all 
Nations of the Eaſt: Nor are there wanting ſome Te- 
ſtimonies of it in theſe Veſtern Parts. This Kingdom 
of France was in old Times inſtructed by a kind of Pro- 
phets or Philoſophers, whom. they call'd--Druids, who- 
took uptheiruſual Reſidence under Outs. Theſe taught: 
the Tranſmigration of Souls, and therefore preſcrib'd Ab- 
ſtinence from Fleſh, and ſhew'd to Men, the Method of 


worſhiping God with the Firſt-Fruits of the Earth. 


From hence they fail'd over into Britain, and planted 
themſelves in that Hand, propagating the ſame Doc- 
8 and were. reyerenced by the People as ſacred 
By all which: it is evident, That the tender Regard 
which the true Faithful have for the Brutes, is no Innoe 

vation, or ſingular Caprice of F ene but the primi- 
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| Earth the Ez yn Chriſtians, for the 
moſt part, live le — flemious 7 ſuch as the Gert 


ant, Armenians,” ans, Mingrelians, and others that 
are Letter'd up and down in divers Parts of 2 _ 
following the Examples and Traditions of 
and Pyimicive Fathers of their Chur cut, either taſte or 
at all, or very ſparingly, the Fleſh" of Beaſts, Birds and 
Fiſhes. But the Nazavenes of the weft boaſt of Tknow 
not What 'Liberty they have A it, without {ruple, 
of all Things; der 6h. the Diſpenſarion' of the Ronan 
Mufti, whom th 1 che Yi ef Ge, Hence 5 
That theſe” 5 Gy ate not” atraid 6] 
themſelyes, even with the R of ©; anghter 
which their own Law forbids em to taff. And 1 — 
prop themfſelves up in their Impiety, by az ying, Thit 
the Pope has Power to change the Pais and Or- 
Ainunrer of the Apoſtles, and even —— «ſus. the Meſſiah 
himſelf. Hence proceeds their Derifiof of thoſe ho 
fhew any Tenderneſs of the 4 for, they ate Har- 
den'd in their gluttogous Cruelty, and are bur! one Re- 
move from the moſt Savage Canmibat: e e 
But thou, Holy Man of 604 ty theſe Pifldels) and pray 
that Mahmut may be a fincere D Diſciple of ba 15 4 
RF 16th: Fx the A Moon, | 
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: gs my GR tolle again, he Cale of 

Eliachin being not fo bad as m mp ea The Occaſion 

ol his Confinement were certain Words he ſpoke againſt 

the Proceedings of Cardinal Mazarini and the Caart, 

; Company of ſuch as wete officious to oblige that Minifer. 

This was done at St. Denys, flot far from Paris; where 
they immediately caus d him to be taken into Cuſtody by 

the King's Guards who quarter d in that Town. Ir ot 
co 
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colt him a conſiderable Sum of Money to purchaſe his 
Liberty, which he now enjoys as before. | E had other 
Thoughts, when I firſt heard' the News of his bein 
ſeiz'd: And that it was for ſome ſeditious Expreſſions: F 


then I call'd to Mind how hechad acted laſt Year; by my 
Order during the Tumults of Paris; and concluded that 
ſome unlucky: Ace ident had nov berray'd him: Which, if 
it were ſo, would infallibly bring me into the fame Danger. 
This made me ſo ſuddenly change my Habitation, and put 
a ſtop to the Di/pntches of the fublinm Porr. I thought no 
Caution too much, to preſerve the Affairs of my Com. 
miſſion indemmiſiedʒ aud, That it were better to offend in 
being too wary, than tos ſedurs. If Ihavetzken vrrong 
Meaſures in thus abſeonding. tis for want of fuller Inſtruc- 
tion from tmy Saperiors: I wiſh they would: honour me 
wich particular Rules, in cafe of ſuch Emergencies; then 
I ſhould ſteer my Courſo, withour running che Hazard of 
Rocks and Sands. I have often deſired to know, Whe- 


ther if I weredifcover'd; I frouldiown my ſelf an Agent 


for the Grand Sani. Bat none off the rie have 
vouchſafed to dire me in this Point: Whereby k may 


, . ; , * . e « . . *» 
commix art. irreparable Miſtake; if fuch a Thing ſhould 
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happen. 25 5 aner N 
Au the Few in forms me of an Atteimpt lately made 
to rob the Treafary of Nnirs; which according to his De- 
ſeriptiom is very rich and magnificent. He fays, There 


of Breaſt · plates of the fame Metal, ſet with all Sorts of 


precious Stones of ineſtimable Value: A hundred Veſſels 


of Agat: Threeſcore Services for the Altar, all of pure 
Gold, enrich'd with Diamonds, Sapphires, Emeralds, and 


other Stones of Price. There is al an Unicorns Horn, 
above the Purchaſe of Money. There are foùrteen un- 
Poliſh'd Pearls, as large as a Man's Fiſt. The Ducal Cap 


1s valuedat a hundred thouſand Zechins ; with many other 


Rarities and coſtly Ornaments, too tedious to be inſerted 
in a Letter. , 
Certainly ſo much Wealth was never deſtin'd to fall 
into the Hands of little private Thieves : It is a Booty fit 
for Kings and great Generals, the licens'd Banditti 1 | = 
2 Oo et : | | alnh, 
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18 LAT TRS Witt by 
Earth. So many glittering Jewels would tempt the Ho- 


7 neſty of an Angel, and he would be glad to adorn the A- 


partments of his Heaven with theſe radiant Drops of the 
Sun which he ſees on Earth nnn. 
I have met with ſome pretty Relations of the Bold- 
neſs of | Robbers, but none that ever match'd the Bravery 
of this Enterprize; which was no leſs than to rob one 
of the moſt potent States in the World of her chiefeſt 
ee, . 20 P 
He wanted not for Impudence, who, when the En- 
peror Charles V. was removing his Court, and all the Off- 
ters were buſy in packing up the Goods, enter'd the 
Chamber where the Emperor Was; and having made his 


Obeiſance, fell roundly to pulling dowyn the rich Hang: 


ings of Tiſſue, which by the Help of his Confederates he 


carried away, with: abundance of Plate: No Body ever 
ſuſpecting but that he was one of the Emperor's Servants, 
till the Perſon came, whoſe Office it was to remove thoſe 


Goods, erer the other was known to be a Thief. 
I have heard of a Spaniard, who on a great Feſtivah 


vrhen the Prieſts had finiſh'd the Service of the Altar, and 


were retired to their Lodgings, went very boldly and took 
the Golden Veſſels off the Altar, and carry'd them away 
under his Cloak, as though he had been the Steward of 
the Church, no Body ſuſpecting any other. 
I kiſs the Hem of thy Veſt, illuſtrious Kaimacham, and 
pray; That thow-may*ſt monopolize the choĩceſt Bleſſin gs 
of Heaven, and have thy Share of the Riches of the 


Earth, without Danger of loſing them to great or ſmall 


J. 


ff Paris, x6th of the 3d Moon,” a 1 
F the Year 1649. Pol 1g 
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Jow chou may'ſt continue thy Diſpatehes as before. 
Our Fears are vaniſh'd © Eliachim is releaſed, and all 
Things are in Safety. Thou haſt no Reaſon to tax me 
with Fimoroufneſs, in fo abruptly. forſaking my Habi- 
tation; on the bare Foreſight of far fetch d Poſſibilities; 
vrhen thou ſhalt conſider, That there is no arming againſt 


8 1 


Contingencies in the Moment they arrive, and that he 


who truſts all Phings to Chance, makes 4 Lottery of his 


Life, wherein, for one happy Event, he ſhall meet vrith 
ten unlucky ones. To what Uſe ſerves that apprehen ſive 
Faculty, which Nature has poſted as the Corps du Guard 
of our Lives and Fortunes, allowing it the Senſes for 

ts and Centinels? Ta what End, F day, ſerves this 
watchful Faculty, but to take the Alarm at doubtfulEmers 
gencies, to roue aur Caution, that ſo we may make 
Proviſion, and be ina Poſture of Defence, againſt what» 


. * — 
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ſoever may happen 


Nes came, That Eliachim was ſeiz d for ſeditious 
Words againſt the Government. I was conſcious, That 


both he and T had been guilty of more than Words in 


that bare Kind. Therefore what had happen d to him, 


I. look uponl as due to my ſelf alſo; and that my Con- 
finement would ſoon follow, if IL took no ſpeedy Care 
to prevent it, by ſeaſonably abſconding. This was the 
Reaſon of my ſudden Departure, which cannot juſtly 

be aſcribed to Cowardice, fince: *twas the Effect of com» 


mon Prudence. 


No I am return'd to my old Lodging again, where 
the Joy they are in for the Birth of a Son, will not give 


them leiſure to reflect on my Affairs: So that Iam received 
by my Hoſt, without the leaſt Jealouſy or ſuſpicious 
Animadverſions. Brim-full of Mirth and jovial Thoughts, 
the good Man compliments me, and proclaims his 


better Fortune: Inxites me to ſit dowyn with his Friends; 


and: 
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the Birth of 


ditdain the extravagant Protyſion:of Spi 
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20 LeTTrrs Vi hy 
and partake of the Gifts of Ceres and Bacchus. This, 


thou know m of the hole Earth at 
Sense Fr y make t y over one that 
is born to the ſame Mileriss as Er who the 
firſt 7 he dr: n e is enrolled in 
the 1295 er o Diath- and Rh 
and direct Advances to bhe Graue. 
However, I ſat down with the beck, te m with 
the exhilarated Humour of my Hof. I eat, ry 
and ſeem d merry with the Company; yet, at the fame 
time, I could not but naufeate my de wok ap 


which __ 
pear d in every one of! this vain A —_— 
talk d eagerly, and one Man's Words — of 


another; whilſt an univerſal Laughter confounded the 
Senſe of all. Then I praiſed in my | ſelf, the Modeſty 
and Order obſerv'd in our Eaſtern Banquets and Feaſts, 
where no uncomely Geftures or Actions tory the 


well natured Gueſts , no loud talking beeping 


like Aſſes, but one — 


tious and A ca too ſorvrard and i 
Mirth, and contain thernſelues within the Bounds of 2 


decent and civil Reſerve. Suck were the Feaſts inſtitu- 


ted by Lycurgus among the ancient Lacedemenians; where 
fach as were Friends and Acquaintance met together and 
refreſhed themſelves, without Riot and Luxury. They 

comrers d her interchangeably, after the manner of 
Bhilo/opbers,” or Men of the Lam: Diſcoutling ſoberly ei- 
ther of Natural Nags. or Civil Affairs: Mixing (face- 
tious and 'witty with _ more ſerious — 


without e Sourrility no ge any 


fence. Rut theſe Weſtern People thin — — 
merry, till they are drunk, nor witty unleſs they be 
rude. They play a et various Tricks, like 
Apes, and che greateſt. Buffoon is the * beſt Company. 

Wherefore fick to fee Men ſo much degenerate from 
themſelves, L made my Excuſes; andretired to my Cham- 
ber, where I preſently ſet Pen to Peper; to ”_ thee an 


Account of my Return. 011 | ECT: I{: 4 


If chou condiaueſt thy former Reſolution of follow- 
ing the Dictates of Neef in Manters of Religion, _ 
©). WII 


makes fit | 
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wilt quickhy find, that thy Ralilis have taught ifbee 
to believe in; Fables, which accord neither with" Reg) 
happy+c) 10.3137 1 +7 397 


. 
2 * ay 5 e J 
$ 4p: 8 972 ” Sp. £.2+7 pv » 1 
l 12 Colt a $64 & 2% 44 % iy ana I 
bal 5 F 7 * * N * , » 7 Ks: " 
Poris, ;a6th of ted bl th ln verts Trieds 
17 2 5 ; 438 ö * * 6 4 4 : 
* 

7 ” N — . 9 0 * \ + : 
39172 4 K 4 8 ' SILAK di $39.8 £5 271 

« * 4 # 9 ” * 
LE he ; L 4+ a EX ! . x 5 f 0 ? i 4 1 oy : 2 

"Pf 3, * 3 1 5 4 ; ME 7 Fo, * 8 a 8 1 


3 3 
Ly 


9 { 
wo * af 4 * 4 — 4 i 
7 "4 + 


2 Me , p 7 * 
21 4 


* * 
- >4 


* : 1 ” 
y F42438 3 f 17 7211 8 No 302-4 * 5 * nn 
79 Adonai, a Jew at Venice, 
D rd 
8 58 . 5 4 
1 * 4, + *4 2 12 


» * wm Y 1 7 
SRL GE CLOS. IE ZS; 


1 
- 


2 


[4 


, Pen is now free again : Write as ſoon and as often 
1 as thou wilt; our Fears are diſſipated, and all goes 
well. If thou caoft inform me of any more remarkable 
Paſſages and Adventures, pare not to oblige me dith 
frequent Letters. And to encourage thee, I will re- 
late to thee a Story which is recorded in the Hiſtonies 
Naples. | n t ;ÞÞ 531 feet] 
In former Times there was a Status of Marie tand ing 
on the Topof a Mountain in Apulia, with this Inſcription 
on the Head, which was Braſs, ON MAT DAT AT 
SUN-RISING I SHALL HAVE A HEAD OF GOLD. 
No Man in all theſe Parts eould/be faund who was able 
to unriddle tliis myſtefious Expreſſion, and therefore it 
was not regarded for many Ages. But at length in the 
Reign of a certainPronce, thete-wi4s a Saracen, who ha- 


* 


ving ſeen and conſider d the Statue, with the Inſcription, 
pos'd to ex plain it for a certain” Reward. The Prince 
honing of this, and being greedy of the Novelty, ſent 
for the Saracen, and birgain'd WMithchim for a 
Crowns to untold this Riddle. He waited till My-Day 
came, and watching the Inage that Mergingeasly, 
ſerved:the Place Where the NHaad; caſt: its Shadow:ault:6s 
the Sun roſe. There he order d certais Men- dig 
which:when they had done, and were got Mettyl dee 
in the Earth, they encounter d a ;pradigions Fre 
of Silver, Gold and Jewels; with whioh the Prince was 


22 LETTERS Vrit by 
well ſatisfy d that he doubled the Sardcen's Rewats, and 
ſent him home into his own Country laden with rich Pre. 
ſents, © Doubtleſs there is much Wealth bury d by Men in 
the Earth. For in former Times ry were of Opinion, 
that if they ſhoulddie ſuddenly in the Wars e 
ſuch Riches as they had hidden in the Earth would ſerve 
them in the other Norld. And this is the Practice of the 
Indians to this Day, as my Brother informs me, Who has 
been among them. 
Strange Blindneſs! That Men ſhould think the immor- 
tal Soul needed the Aſſiſtance of Silver, Gold, or any ma- 
terial Subſtance, after ſhe her ſelf ay non org of the Body, 
and become azaked Spirit. 

Let thou and T have a nobler Idea FY our Telyes, than to 
fancy we ſhallbe in want of the glittering Droſs in that 
inviſible State, whither we are all haſtening. "There are 
no Money-Changers in that World of Spirits. If thou haſt 
Superfluity hide it not in the Earth, but give it to 
the Poor, and thou ſhalt receive it again, transform d 
into a Subſtance more refin d and radiant than the 
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T Intefline Quarrele ot the French frm. to be EY 
like thoſe of Lovers, whoſe cholerick Intervals 
ſeryebut tolgive a new Edge to the Returns of their Af- 
fection! As if one of theſe 1 to whet 
the other," and make it more ſp 15 Or as if Love 
woully of dull and feculent were it e 
er mented ae F ge e eee a7 nit 
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'4 Spy a PARIS - .. it 
But I believe there is a greater Myſtery in the Re- 
conciliation between the French Court and the Parlia- 
ment of Paris. SomeEnds of Policy havehaſten'd both 


- 


Parties to clap up a Peace, while the ſecret Rancour remains 
unpurg d. * 117 LEVEL 


Perhaps the Union of ſo many Princes and Nobles with 
the Parliament, might incline the Queen to milder Councils 
than her own Spaniſh Genius. Betides, the Conjunction 
of the other Parliaments of the Kingdom, the Revolt of 
Normandy,” Gaſcoigne and Provence, with many eminent 
Cities, were very prevailing Motives. But that which 
was of greateſt Force, was the want of Money and 
Men to carry on the War, which could not be rais'd 


without vaſt Difficulty during theſe publick Aliens- 


tions. | | 

Whatever were the Inducements, a Peare was conclu- 
ded about the latter End of the third Moon, at a Place call'd 
Noel, not far from Paris, where the King has a Houſe of 
Pleaſure, ſeated in the midſt of alittle Paradiſe. In one 
of my Letters to the Kaimacham, I formerly deſcrib'd 
the King's' Houſe and Garden at St. Germain en Lay. This 
is but a little Chioſe or Bower in Compariſon of that ſtate- 
ly Palace. Yet what is wanting in the Grandeur of the 
Fabrick is ſupply'd in its elegant Contrivance, and the 
Richneſs of its Ornaments. And as for the Garden, it 
comes not far ſhort of the other, there being in it all man- 


ner of curious Water- works, Groves, Solitudes, Foun- 


tains, Statues,” and whatſoever the Ingenuity of theſe 
Weſtern Artiſts could ſuggeſt, as proper to render this 
Place agreeable to the melancholy Humour of the late 
Queen- Mother, Mary de Medicis, to whom it belong'd du- 
7 OT oTITT Cv | : 

_ When you enter this delicious Eden, your Eyes and Ears 
are preſently deceived by the counterfeit Notes and Mo: 
tions of all Kinds of Birds which perpetually ſing asi the 
Water tunes their Throats. A little farther you ſee ſeveral 
old Gentile Statues adorning two Fountains : and among 
the reſt a Crocodile big as the Life, who by the Harmony he 
makes, ſeems to havea Conſort of Muſick in his Belly, as 
regular and ſweet as that of the Italian Society at Conſtanti- 
nople, which thou haſt often heard. | 
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24 LETTERS Writ by 
As we depart from this, full of Complacency and Ad- 


wh 


miration at the exquiſite Imitation of Nature in theſeCon- 
trivances, we fall inſenſibly into a Place exactly like what 
the Poets deſcribe when they ſpeak of Eyſium. It is a 


Grove, the Tops of whoſe Trees are ſo thick intervvoven, 


chat the Sun appears ne otherwiſe through them than as if 


he were behind a Cloud, or in an Eclipſe. So that the 


Darkneſs of this Place, and ſolemu Murmur the Winds 


make on high among the Tops of the Trees. fills it with a 
Kind of /acred Horror; which has often made me think 
this Wilderneſs ſomething. like that which Hiſtarians de- 
ſcribe, hen they ſpeak of the Avenues to the Temple of 
Fupiter Ammon in Egypt. For in the very Centre of this 
Grove ſtands the Howſe ; a Place one would think fitter for 


2 Convent than a Prince's Court. At beſt it appears but like 


a Rape! Hermitage, a Cell conſecrated to Kingly Melan- 


- Tcould not forbear making this Digreſſion when I men- 
tion d Ruel to be the Place where the Peace was eonclu- 
ded between the Court and the Parliament: This Erco- 
mium is a Tribute which I ow'd for the Satisfaction 
and Pleaſure I have often received in this Retirement. 


Beſides, I thought an Idea of ſuch a Garden would 


* unwelcome to thee, who art a Lover of So- 
The Coadjutor of Paris, who is an Archbiſhop, is 


highly affronted that this Peace was concluded without 


him, who, had a chief Hand in beginning the War. He 
labours to inflame the People again, and reduce all to 
Cardinal Mazarini. So that we expect another In- 
ſurrection in a ſhort Time: For the French cannot be 
Happy Miniſter, I leave thee under the Wings of 
chat Spirit e graple he Fed, and bid thee Farewel. i 
af the Tear, %. 


» 
So, 
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HALL tell thee, I mourn for the Death of our 
© Friend Exry Boinou, whom thou ſay'ſt, a Fever ſnatch'd* 
from us the firſt Day of the Moon Regib? That Fever 
it ſeems was the Effect of his continual and exceſ- 
| five Grief for the Loſs of his Eyes; ſo that we may 
ſay he has been dying ever ſince the Hour that fatal 
Sentence was put in Execution. And ſhall-we grudge 
our Friend a Releaſe from ſo lingering a Death? At 
beſt it was but the inter of Life wrapt up in Clouds and 
Darkneſs: Now, like the Serpent, he has caſt his Slough, 
lifts up his Head with new Vigour, ſports himſelf in the 
Meadows of Paradiſe; and basks in the Warmth of an e- 
Till not therefore be a Mark of our Affection to 


E & oe RR 


nt. | him, ve Dd a Diſcovery of our Self- love, to con- 
uld dle the Occaſion of his Happineſs, becauſe it has leſſen'd 


ours, by robbing us of his beloved 2 and Friend 
ſhip. Beſides, we know not but that he may {till con- 

tinue to be our Friend, even in that inviſible State; and ei- 

zout ther manage our Intereſts above, or at leaſt protect us from 


He Duangers here below. We are ignorant of the Laws and 
U to Conſtitutions of that Kingdom of Spirits; and for ought* - 


y of ve know, the Souls of juſt Men after Death; may become 
In- the Tutelar Genii, or Guardian Angels of their ſurviving - 
ot be Friends and Relations. Let it be how it will, Joubtle? 3 
bo Err) is immortal and happy, and *twill be Envy in us to 
s of Tepine at it. Ratherlet us congratulate the Time of his 
ewel. Deceaſe as the Day of his Nativity, and leave Mourning to 
he Crowd of Mortals, who do a thouſand Things with. 
put ever thinking what they are about. They tread in 
Whe Steps of their Fathers, never examining whether 
Whey be right or wrong: Cuſtom and Education have al- 
oft baniſſid Reaſon from the Earth. Is it not a pleaſant 


P bectacle to ſee the Kindred of an old rich Miſer (for 1 
E R Vox. IV. 6 +02 whoſe | 


the laſt Offices we owe to our Friend, whilſt we pour 


- Isthe peculiar, Vice of 


whoſe Death they had long waited, like Harpies for their BF 
Prey) now flock about his lifeleſs Carcaſs, howling out a * 
thouſand forced Lamentations; whilſt in the mean Time, 
their Blood dances in their Veins for Joy ? Yet however 
this carries a Shew of civiliz'd Manners, and is better than 
the barbarous Cuſtom of the Scythians and Maſſagetes, 
who when their old Men grew uſeleſs or troubleſome 
were wont to ſacrifice them, and make a Banquet with 
their Fleſh; or the Thebarenes, who threw: their aged 
Friends alive down Precipices: © Theſe; were Savages; 
but much more ſo were the Hyrcanians and Badrians,wibo 
caſt their aged Parents, yet living, to be devour d b/ Dogs; 
which Inhumanity, when Staſanor the Deputy of Alex- 
ander the Great endeayour'd to ſuppreſs, they had like to: 
have depos'd him from the Government: So prevalent is 
the Force of a received Cuſtom on the Minds of the un- 
thinking Herd. „ ele mts 215 eee eee 
Loet thou and I therefore not ſupinely take up with com- 
mon Practices; but, like Men of Reaſon, let us adjuſt 


forth ſome devout Oraiſons/ for. the Health of his Soul, 
without diſturbing his and our own Repoſe with fruitleſe 


Lamentations. And ſince weare bereaved of his Society, 


on Earth let us prepare to follow him, and render our 

ſelves agreeable Company at our next Rendezvous in Hea- 5 
It was an unjuſt ifiable Rigour in Sultan lbrahim to deprive 

him of his Eyes, becauſe he had only caſt em unhappily on 


4 * 2 


one of the Sultana s as e dene This Jealouſy. 
the Eaſt. Vet they are more ſevere in 
Per ſia, where tis preſent Death to be within two Leagues: . 


of the King's Women when they travel the Road. But I 


never knew that Eunuchs were thus puni ſu d. Or is there I 
ſuch a Difference between a white and a black Eunuch, that 
the One deſerves to loſe his Eyes for beholding that by Ih 


* 

bs 
2 
— 


Chance, which the other is, honourably rewarded. for 
haying | Acceſs to, and ſeldom; being out of their Pat 
SIE ooo ng mea ard with To. aqsit 347 

This was the worſt Puniſhment that Seleucus, the Laws 
giver of the Locrians. impos'd on them that were actually 
caught in Adultery ; which puts me in Mind of a notable 

e Cr nl Inſtance 
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Inſtance of this Man's Juſtice: For when his own Son 
was accus d, and prov'd guilty of this Crime; at once to 
ſhew the Tenderneſs of a Father, and the Incorruptible Se- 
verity of a Fudge, he firſt caus'd one of his own Eyes to 
be put out, and then one of his Sons: Thus taking on 
himſelf half the Penalty; that ſo the Law might be ſatiſ- 
fy'd in the whole, and yet his. Son not be totally depriv d 
of his Sight. A 

Thou telleſt me no News of our Armies, nor what 
Alterations have been made amongft the Miniſters of the 
Port ſince the Death of Sultan Ibrahim. We have various 
Reports here; and ſome ſay that the new Vizzir Azem will 
be no long-liv'd Man. I deſire thee to write often to me, 
and ſend me what Intelligence thou canſt. 1 

Let nothing ſlip the Knot which has faſtened us ſo 

many Years together in an entire Friendſbip : but let us 
carry that Magnet with us to our Graves; that at what Di- 
ſtance ſoever we may be buried, our Souls may, by the 
Force of that Attractive, find one another out, and 
2 verſe together in that Region of Silence and Sha- 

OS. 7 . "NY DON OR” 

Paris, ↄth of the 5th Moon, | 

¶ the Year 1649. 1 


II P TER NM. 7 pp 
T0 the Captain Baſſa. 
Know not where this Letter will find thee; on the 


Shore, or at Sea. If thou art in the watry Wilderneſs, - 
I have no Art to trace thee. There are no certain Roads 


r in that inconſſant Element. It is a mighty Plain, without 
50 Path or Track. And though there be certain Stages in it, 
. yet thy, Arrival at them is timed at the Pleaſure of the 
. Winds and Waves, which will not obey even the Orders 
"of thou haſt received from the Grand Seignior, Lord of the 
e. Four Seas, Perhaps thou art in purſuit of ſome Venetian 
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Ships, or other Chriſtian Veſſels, the Corſairs of the Me. 
diterranean. Or thou may'ſt be careening thy Fleet in 
ſome ſecurer Retreats of the Archipelago.” Thou may'ſt 
be within a Minute of a Wreck, or juſt entering a 
Harbour. Where- ever thou art, may Heaven preſerve 
thee from the Dangers which always threaten ſuch as 
_ truſt their Lives to a Piece of Wood; for there will be 
great Need of thee, if our Intelligence be true in theſe 
Parts. | | 152 | 
It is reported here, that the Coſſucks, Circa ſiuns, Min- 
grelians, and other People who border on the Black-Sea, . 
and obey not the Law 2 down from Heaven, are 
enter d into a League againſt the Bleſſed Port, and have co- 
ver' d thoſe Seas with a mighty Fleet; while the Prince of 
Georgia ruſhes down from his Mountains with an Army of 
forty thouſand Armenians, Perſians,. and Borderers of 
Mount Caucaſus : That the former have taken a thouſand 
of our trading Saiks, and are advanc'd as far as the Ferr 
of the Bull, which thou knoweſt is but fix Hours fail | 
from the Imperial City: That the latter have made Incur- 
ſions into the Territories of the Grand Seignior; put all to 
the Sword who reſiſted them as they march'd along; 
burnt and laid waſte the Country; and that all the Greeks 
and Armenians flock to them, threatning an univerſal De- 
fection from the Ortoman Empire. * 
As to the Truth of theſe Reports, I can aſcertain no- 
thing, but am inclined to believe the Coſſacks are trouble. 
ſome at Sea, and that they may have drawn ſome of their 
Neighbours into a League, thoſe pilfering Nations who live 
by Rapine and Spoil on both Elements. Our ſmall Veſſels 
trading on the Black Sea, full of Riches and empty of 
Arms, muſt needs be a Temptation to thoſe Pirates, who 
are the moſt dextrous at a Robbery, and the boldeſt Fel- 
loves in the World. The Merchants of theſe Parts, who 
have had ſome Traffick at Caffa, and other Towns on the 
Banks of the Black Sea, give a frightful Deſcription of 
thoſe tempeſtuous Waters, and no good Character of the 
People that border on them. The Coſſacks, they fay, are 
valiant and mercenary ; the Circaſſians hardy and bold; the 
Mingrelians fly and crafty ; and the Georgians of an Aſtral 
Complection, capable of all Virtues and Vices. The Firſt 
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(ſeldom act unleſs encouraged by the King of Poland, or 

the Cxar of Maſcovy; and then they are content with 
their Pay, and the lawful Plunder of War. The Second 
are never idle when there is hope of Prey, whether th 

fight their own Cauſe, or are employ d by others, and 
fear neither Hunger, Cold, nor any other Extremity for 
the Sake of a Prize. The Third are good at a Stratagem, 
and would ſteal a Man's Teeth out of his Gums, if he be 
not wary; great Cowards, yet deſperate in their own 
Defence, when they ſee no Medium between Fighting and 
Death. As for the fourih, they ſeem to be a kind of Mun- 
grels, a medley Race, whoſe Character is compounded of 
the other Three. - de | 
They are ſtout and witty, dextrous at a Cheat, 
and no Bunglers at an ingenious Theft; great Liars, 
full of Compliments and external Civilities, but perfi- 
dious and implacable in their Revenges. 5 


% 


'Yet, after all, I cannot believe the Prince of this 
Country, who' is a #ributaty to the King of Perjia, 
would venture his Government at two ſuch deſperate 
Stakes, by breaking the Peace concluded by his Sovereign 
with the Grand Seignior, and ſo drawing upon himſelf 
5 the Vengeance of them both. Therefore, he is either 
1 abetted by that Monarch, or elſe the News is 

I | 


Would'ſt thou know how this Country came-to be 
ſubject to the Crown of Perſia? It was conquer'd by 
Tſhmael Sophi, to whom the Per/ian Hiſtorians, in Flat- 
tery, give the Epithet of Great. He was the firſt of that 
Name, and of the Per/ian Kings, that refus d to obey 
the Orthodox Sucte ſſors ot the Sent of God. This Prince 
was valiant in the Field; and no Coward at Wine, it 
we may believe one of his Courtiers, who wrote Me- 
moirs of his Life, He records ſixteen Battles, where- 
In he always got the Victory; and twice that Num- 
ber of Royal Debauches, when he ſhewed the Strength 
of his Brain in the Company of Foreign Ambaſſadors; 
with whom he would always carouſe, before they de- 
parted his Court, that he might found the Depth of 
their Inſtruct ions; for, none wu able to cope with him 
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at the Juice of the Grape. And he always eſteem'd that 
Liquor a Friend to Truth. r 
If he ſuſpected his Miniſters of State, or any of the 
Governors of Provinces, he us d to invite them to a Ban- 
quet; where in the midſt of his Drinking he unravell'd 
their ſecret Inclinations and Councils; being the moſt dex- 
trous at picking the Locks of a Man's Heart, of any 
one living. They never went alive from his Preſence, 
if by one falſe Step in their Carriage, tho“ it were but 
a Word too paſſionate, or a look leſs compoſed to Re- 
ſignation, he could diſcover or frame to himſelf the 
Grounds of a juſt Jealouſy. It being ever his Maxim, 
That Credulity was the only Vice could ruin a happy Prince. 
Ilie had another Saying alſo, ' That Perſia was fertile of 
Men, but barren of faithful Officers. Fo Lf DES - 
I cannot admire theſe cruel Strains of Policy: Yet 
Kings have Reaſons for their Actions and Words, which 
we cannot comprehend. The Philoſophers ſay, That 
ine was given us by the Gods, to mitigate our Cares; 
and, for | a Time to make us equal to their Divinities, 
in the free Enjoyment of our ſelves. And though as a 
 Muſſulman, I am not bound to ſubſcribe to the Prin- 
ciples of Pagans, yet as a Man, Partaker of Fleſh and 
Blood, I think he doubly miſuſes that Liquor, who per- 
verts it to the Ends of Cruelty. | HET 
But this Monarch had other Thoughts, when by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Georgian Forces, having ſubdu'd the 
Regions bordering on the Caſpian Sea, at that Time in 
the Hands of the Ottomans, he invited the King of 
Georgia to his Tent, under pretence of a feſtival Joy for 
their mutual. Succeſs. The unwary Prince, truſting to 
his own Merit, and the Faith of his Neighbour, ven- 
- tures himſelf with a ſmall Guard to the Camp of Iſh- 
mael. The Per/ian entertain'd him, with all the outward 
Demonſtrations of Affection and Gratitude, for his re- 
peated Aids: But, in the End of the eee Excep- 
tions at ſome Words the Ring of Georgia ſpoke, in 
praiſe of his own Soldiers, he commanded his Eunuch 
to ſeize on him, and carry him to the Tent of the Un- 
fortunate (ſo they call d the Pavilion or Cage of 5 
W 0 2 | | Grandees 
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Srandtes fallen into Diſgrace) Then he gave ſwift Or- 


ders for the Georgian Soldiers to be manacled. And ha- 
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ving thus done, he beſtow'd the Goveruinemt of Geor- 
. gia on ane Luiarzab y on Condition that he and his Suc- 
J ceſſors would embrace ber Rai of Hali, and pay Tri- 
— bute to the Cromn of Parſon, fs 0 

y From the. Luarzab has the undes of Georgin 
A deſcended, not in a Line of Blood, but at the Pleaſure of 
it. | the Perſian Kings, to him who now holds it, Shanavas- 
e- Chan; who, 1 lieve, has more Wit than to hazard 
3 his Poſſeſſions for the Sake of à Chimera.” 

n, In thus roving from my firſt Point chou canſt not 
= 3 blame me, ſince thou thy ſelf acteſt by the Rules of 
of Navigation, vrhich vary according to the Byaſs of the 
= Needle. Thou followeſt one Magnet, and I another: 
et Vet let us both meet in the Center of Duty, we owe 
* the, Grand Seignior. ' © 

hat Faris, 23d of che 6th Moon, 

s ; . 10 Tear 4 

ies, euren | 
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2 2 Cara Hali, Phsbe to. the Grand 
e in | Sea Snior. 

of 

jr ; = "nov "rite 7 Tis an tene Way of 
a  Fpnigratulatin thy New Advance to begin my 
Ib Addreſs with Complaints. | Yet Friendſhip overlooks 
ed Punctilios. *Tis not the firſt Time I have treſpaſs d on 
. thy generous Temper. I am indiſpos d, and cannot act 

the Courtier, though I am raviſhed to hear the News. 

—_— It is ſome. Support to my languiſhing Spirits, that 

eb: whillt I am crumbling and dwindling away into the 

1 == little Principles of which I was made, thou my Friend 

J the art growing in the Bulk of mortal Greatneſs, in the Fa- 

51 i vour of our * glorious Sultan. 


C 4 However, 
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. However, I cannot but ſuſpe& the pretended Kind- 
neſs, of him who rais d 9 the new Vixir; 
neither haſt thou much reaſon to take this ſudden Re- 
conciliation for any other than a Mask of his old Malice. 
He cannot forget the Quarrel between thy Father and 
him, on the Account of Dara Meſocł, the Lieutenant 
General of the Fanizaries; when the brave old Chieck 
Put 4 Stop to the deſigned Revenge of this inhuman 
Opita rt. | OTE 2 N pet; 
Aſſure thy ſelf, That he who has made his Steps to 
the Grandeur he now poſſeſſes, o'er the Neck of his 
Maſter, will not ſpare any from whoſe Wit or Power 
he may fear a Shock. And he knows both by Expe- 
Tience and Intereſt too great, not to miſtruſt the Son 
Beſide, the eminent Command thy Brother has over 
the Spahi's, muſt needs be an additional Caution to the 
Man, whoſe Name ſounds no where ſo ſweetly, as in 
the Chamber of the Fanixaries. feeds $9 
Thou art ſenſible that the newly reviv'd Animoſity 
between theſe Military Orders, threatens a Calamity to 
the Ottoman Empire, which cannot be diverted, with- 
out a Sacrifice on one fide or other. And, ſince the 
Spahi's have engaged ſo many potent Baſſa's in their 
Quarrels, who can expect to fall, but the mighty Fa- 
.vourite of the Infantry? ws —_ 
le knows this very well; and to prevent his own 
Ruin, he reſolves on thine and thy Brother's: Thine 
under the Maſque of Friendſhip, til by his Wheedle he 
has drawn thy Brother to Conſtantinople; Where he 
will not fail to be ſtrangl'd, that ſo a Creature of 
the Vizir may be promoted in his Room: And what 
vill become of thee after this, I leave to thy own Judg 
ment. | | „ 
Perhaps thou wilt deſpiſe the Advice of a ſick Man, 
and impute my Fears to an exceſs of Melanchol); 
from which Diſtemper, thou knoweſt, I am ſeldom 
free. But I tell thee, my Reaſon labours under no Hy- 
econdriack Diſorders, tho'. my Body may. I am no 
Euthuſiaſt when 1 counſel my Friend to avoid an ap- 
parent Danger. However, if thou thinkeſt it _ 
5 | 10r 
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fbr me to buſy my {elf in ſuch Caſes, 1 have done. 
But 1 ſhall never ceaſe to pray for thy Proſperity, as 
often as I comply with the Law, in kiſſing the Floor 
foe Timesa Day, and repeating the appointed Oraiſons of 
Methinks, when I-write to thee now. my Pen is at a 
Loſs. - Lam- puzzled for a Style ſuitable to thy nem Hon - 
dur and our old Friendſnip. N 
But if I take too much Liberty, aſcribe it to the 
Sincerity of my Affection, which knows not how to 
be reſery'd or ſtrange to a Perſon, whom once I could 
call my other ſelf; For no wider is the Diſtance be- 
tween Friends. 57 e 
Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
F the Year 1649. | 
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"LETTER XIII. 


To Chiurgi Muhamet, Baſſa. by 
I Know not, whether what I am going to relate will A 
un be News to'thee, or to any of the Miniſters reſid- "I 
tine ing at the ſublime Port. However tis ſo to me, and 1 bf 
e he am commanded to conceal nothing of Moment that | 4 
he comes to my Ears. ) nant ny Sar 0, 5 | q 
Jof Mahomet,' eldeſt Son of Achmet, the Dey of Tunis, R' 4 
hat now at Rome, having embraced the Chriſtian Religion. = 
udg- People relate variouſſy the Motives that induced him to 58 
8 this Change. Some ſay, twas Intereſt, he having held a | 1 
Man, private Correſpondence with the Vizeroy of Sivily Who "ny 
holy ; promiſed him in the King of Spain's Name, to make vy 
dom > lene of - ſeveral large Territories in the Weſt nu. | 

tes, | 


Others fay, twas Diſcontent at his Father's Govern- 
ment, and auſtere Carriage towards him; the old Man 
. WF” having 
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having forc'd him to marry the Baſſa of Tyipoli's Daugh- 
ter againſt his Inclina tio... 
But the greateſt Part aſcribe this Change in Religion 
to the Force of his Conſcience; which 'fay was 
convinced by a Miracle, of the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. For, as they relate, being once at Sea 
in a Veſſel,, wherein were many Chriſtians, and 
a dreadful Tempeſt ariſing, the Mariners, who were 
all Muſfulmans,' ſeeing: the Havock that the Winds and 
Waves had made of the Ship-Tackle, gave over all 


for loſt, and fainting under ſo much Labour, Watch- 


ing and Terror as they had undergone, lay down; and 
let the Ship drive wherever the Storm would carry. 
her. But there being a Chriſtian Prieſt aboard, eſteem'd 
a very holy and blameleſs Man, he excited the Chri- 


* ſtians to appeaſe the Wrath of God by ſome extraor- 


dinary Acts of Devotion. Then they all made a ſo- 
lemn Proceſſion on the Decks of the Ship, the Prieſt 
carrying before them that which they call the Sacra-. 
ment, imploring the Mercy of God, and often calling 
on Feſus and Mary. When bchold as the Prieſt ſtood 
aloft on the Poop, reading aloud part of the Goel, 
the Storm ſuddenly ceaſed, the Clouds were diſpers'd, 
the Air grew ſerene and calm, and the Veſſel got ſafe 
into Harbour. Upon this they ſay, Mahomet, when 
he came aſhore, took that Prieſt along with him, de- 
firing to be inſtructed in the Chriſtian Belief; making 
a Vow alſo, That he would renounce. the Law of 
the Muſſulmans, and embrace that of Feſus.  - 
This is what ſuch, as are zealous for the Honour © 
the Chriſtian Faith, relate concerning this Prince's Con- 
verſion. However it be, it is certain, that he private- 
ly made his Eſcape from Tunis by Sea, and bent his 
Courſe directly tor Sicily; where in a few Days he 
landed, and was receiv'd by the Vice- Roy, according to 
the Dignity of a Prince. A while after he vas baptized 
by an Archbiſhop, who gave him the Name of Don 
Philippo, by which he is called in all Places. 54684 

T bey ſay he was a little ſcandaliz?d at firſt, when he 
ſaw with what Freedom the Sicilian Women r 
n We x 1 
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abroad in the'Streets, and convers'd'with Pen; but 
that afterwards he took a great Delight in their Com- 
pany; eſpecially: thoſe that could ſing well, or play.on 
any Inſtrument of Mu ſioł, to Which he is much addic- 
on And therefore he chuſes to frequent thoſe Temples, 
where their Service is perform'd with Variety of ex- 
cellent Muſick, as it is in all great Cities. And for ought 
we know, the Character which the Chriſtian Prieſt 
gave him of this harmonious Manner of wor ſhipping Gad, 
might have no ſmall Influence on a Man naturally af- 
fected with that Science. Certainly Muſick has a mighty 
Force on our Affections; and it is a Proverò here in the 
Weſt; That: he who does not love Muſick, has no Soul. 
One of the ancient Philoſophers defined the Soul it ſelf 
to be an Harmony. And another was ſo ſenſible of the 

various Effects of this Science, in raiſing different Paſſi- 
ons in Men, that he left it as an Aphoriſm, Such as the 
Muſict is, ſuch are the People f 4 Common- wealth. 
Whence it was the great Care of ſuch as took upon 
em to form-the Manners of Youth, that no Tunes ſnould 
be played in their hearing, which naturally provoked to 
Levity and Wantonneſs; but grave and martial Strains, 
ſuch as prompted heroick Thoughts, and diſpoſed them 
to Virtue, The I:aliansare great Maſters of this Science; 
and the Airs which they compoſe for their Church Ser- 
vice are very deep and raviſhing. - Which cauſes their 
new Proſelyte Don Philippo, to paſs his Time very at- 
tentively, during the Celebration of their High- Maß 
and their Even- Song. They report that he will turn 


: 


. 3K N + Se 
71 went from Sitily loaded with Gifts and Preſents, 

and came to Rome, the Seat of the Chriſtians chief Mufti, 
whom they call the Pope. He is much honour'd and 
careſſed by the Holy Father, and all the Cardinall, who 
have told him ſo many fair Things of the Nazarene 


A — 


Faith, and ſhew'd* him fo many ſacred. Relicks of An- 
tiquity, that he thinks himſelf already within the Verge ' of 
Heaven, and that Rome is no other than the Suburbs of 
Paradiſe. There is ſomething very charming and {weet: 
in the Converſation of the Chriſtian Prelutes, if they be 
Men. of Learning, as moſt generally they are. And, 

. ; tis 
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tis no wonder that ſuch polite Company ſhould prevail 
much on the flexible Temper of a young Prince, who 
is as a Pilgrim in a ſtrange: Country, where he can hear 
nothing but perpetual Eulagies of the Chriſtian yon in 5 
nor {ee any Thing but Objects, which ſerve: only to 
confirm in his Mind a venerable Idea of that Faith he 
has embraced. Beſides, they ſay he is fallen deeply in 
Love with a young Roman Lady; ſo that that there is 
no hope of reſcuing him from the Power of ſo many 
Enchantments. te ee cut neck. e 
Therefore, giving him over as loſt, let us pray the Om. 
nipotent, to eſtabliſh s in his Truth; that neither Intereſt, 
Paſſion, nor an erroneous Conſcience may ever be able to 
make us ſwerve from the Law written in Heaven, 
but, that we may adhere to God and his Prophets, with 
a Thouſand Souls. | LY DT; 
Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, | 
F the Year 1649. | 
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To Sala Tircheni Emin, Superintendant 
f the Royal Arſenal 4. Conftanti- 


— 


E are all alarm'd here with the News of I know 
not what boiſterous Adventures of the Coſſacks, 

and their Neighbours, that poſſeſs the ancient Kingdom 
of Colchis. Had I not a firm Faith in the Alcoran, 
\*twould fill me with Pannick Fears. But, no Attempts 
can prevail againſt the Men fighting under the Shadow 
of the Prophet, He deſcended with a conſummate Au- 
thority, from the Monarch who commands all Things. 
The Mandate of Heaven will diſperſe the Infidels. The 
ſeven Vizirs above, were Witneſles to the Words, whoſe 
Echo's caus d Thunder, when the Prophet retir'd from 
the Steps of the Throne. Had not Moſes given him 
5 Warning 
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Warning (who remembred the Noiſe in the Mount) the 


Apoſtle. had loft his Addreſs, and been confounded, be- 


fort the Avgels;. but encourag'd with the Whiſper of 
the Man with Horns, he made no Default in his Conge: 


And with little loſs. of Time arriv d to the ninth Sphere; 
where he proclaim'd the Neſiarum; and all the Inhabi- 


tants of that Orb reſorted to the Banner which he had in 


his Hands. The Prophet told em, Iwas only for à Tryab- 
of their Fidelity. They made Obeiſance and retir d. 


From that Place he made no Scruple, but that the 
Elec in Heaven and Earth would obey the Divine Pa- 
tent. He finiſh'd his Deſcent triumphantly, and pitch dꝰ 


his Feet on Mount Uriel. Thoſe that believe Hali, ſay, 

Tias on the Top of the ragged Rock: But let Hereticks- 
alone in their Infidelity. Be it where it pleaſed God, he 
wake the Words that ſhall ne er be revers'd when he 
difplay'd the heavenly Silk, and ſaid, Whoever takes 2 
Arms againſt this Banner, . ſhall be reputed an Infidel; he- 
ſhall be exterminated fromthe Earth. | 

...I often think on theſe. Paſſages in the holy Memoirs, 
the Collections of the Life full of Nonders. Then I com- 
fort my ſelf with this Thought, That if all the ancir-- 
enmcis'd in the World ſhould enter into a Combination; 

they would not ſuccced againſt the Men fighting under 
the Commiſſion with the Seal. 


I have ſent a Letter to the Baſſa of the Sea, acquain- 


ting him with the News of this Expedition of the Cof-' 


ſacks. Since which Iam informed, That theſe People are 


headed by a famous Pirate in thoſe Parts, a Man of a da- 
ring Spirit, and capable of the bold ſtundertakings. The 


French Merchants, who have traded in the Black Sea, 


give him a high Character; and portend great Injuries 


to the Ottoman Empire from the Succeſs of his Arms: 
For, they ſay, He is a good Captain, both by Sea and 
Land. I have heard ſeveral different Stories of his Birth 


and Education; But, this I am going to relate, comes from 
the beſt Hands, and ſeems moſt probable. 


His Name is Pachicour, a Circaſfan by Birth, but bred. 


up in a Sea Town of the Ukrain, near the Mouth of the 


Nieſter. He left his Native Country, at the Age of 


twelve Years, out of a Deſire to ſee foreign Parts, em- 
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barking himſelf unknown to his Parents in a Veſſel of 
Podolia, which then was ready to ſet fail from Bala. 
Clag. He carry'd with him a ſmall Sum of Money, 
which he had purloin'd from his Father, and ſerv'd 


as a Fund of his future Fortune: For arriving at a cer- 
tain Town in Podolia, he frequented the Keys, and offer d 
his Service to ſeveral Merchants; one of which obſer- 


ving in his Face the Marks of a promiling Genins, en- 
tertain'd him in his Houſe. ' He liv'd with him ſeven 


Years, andperform'd his Office ſo well, that he made him 


his Factor to ConſtantinopldgGqC... 
Pachicour diſcharg'd his Truſt there with much Profit 
to his Maſter, and Honour to himſelf. So that at his Re- 
turn, ſeveral Merchants entruſted him with their Goods; 
and ſent him to trade at Caffa, and other Towns on the 
Black Sea. His Judgment and Reputation encreafing 
with his Years, he became in Time famous in all the 
vading Towns: And ſuch was his Credit in the Ukrain; 
that all the Merchants put their Veſſels and Goods into 
his hands: So that he fail'd many Times with a Fleet 
of twenty Ships having the Diſpoſal of all the Goods, 
committed to his Management. He grewy fb rich in 
Time by his Dealings, that he was able to drive a con- 


ſiderable Trade for himſelf. And then it was, he be- 


an to lay the Foundation of a Defign, which he has 


ince executed. His Genius was too active always to 


be confin d to this low way of growing Great: There- 


fore he was reſolv d at one Blow to raiſe his Fortune 


quier and Merchant wherever he came. 
It was no difficult Thing for a Man of ſo vaſt a Credit 
to raiſe an extraordinary Stock; and Pachicbur could eaſi 
ly filence the Alarms of Conſcien e. There happen'd al- 
ſo a Juncture very proper for his Deſign. For while 
he was at Habu, a Pert of Circaſſia, Day and Night 


projecting how: to enalt himſelf, a Var broke our 


between his Countrymen and the Mingrelias. The lat- 
ter appear'd with a Navy at Sea, which alarm'd- all the 
Maritime Parts of Circaſſia. Pachicour, whoſe Inventi- 
on Was always buſy, took a Hint from this, to accom- 
pliſn his Plot. Expedition was his chiefeſt Game. 
. - g Therefore 


ſian and M ingrelian Fleets. 
o laud a Noiſe in theſe Parts. 


Therefore he ſpeedily made the utmoſt Uſe of his Credit 
among the Podolian Merchants: and other Foreigners 


reſiding at Hg. And, when he had amaſs'd together 


prodigious Sums of Gold, for which he only gave them 
Bills of Exchange, be privately ſends away this huge 


Treaſure, wiſh all his Jewels, Tiſſues, and other rich Mer- 


chandize, to his Fathers Houſe, who liv'd not many 

Leagues from this Town. | 1 

Within two Days after this, the Mingrelian Fleet made 

2 Deſcent at 1/gaou, ſack'd it, carry d away Two thouſand 

Capti ves, and went to their Veſſels again. 
Pachicour, who knew how to make an Advantage of 

this Opportunity, privately fled after his Wealth; as 


foon as the Mingrelian Fleet appear'd before the Place. 


And it happen'd that moſt of his Creditors were made 
Slaves, and tranſported to Mingrelia. He had no need 
to take any further Care, but how to ſecure his Riches 
from his pelfering Neighbours: For the Circaſſians are 
all profeſs d Thieves, He therefore makes haſte to his Fa- 
ther; and having gratified him for his Trouble, he in a 


ſhort Time purchas'd four Men of Var, with which he 
{ets up for a Pirate, infeſting thoſe Seas, and robbing all 


the Merchants, except thoſe who had formerly entruſted: 
him. His Bounty and Valour charm'd all that ſerv'd 
him. And his Fame ſpreading with his wonderful Suc- 
ceſs, many Circaſſians put out to Sea, and join'd with 
him: So that in a little Time he made no ſmall Figure 
in the Kingdom of Neptune. Sceing himſelf Comman- 


der of a Powerful Navy, he found out quickly the Min- 


Victory „ . 
Soon after, a Peace was concluded, and Pachicour was 
declar d Admiral of all the Circaſſian Sea Forces: To 
which the Mingrelians where oblig'd by Treaty to join 
theirs, and to obey Pachicour's Orders. In a little Time, 
this fortunate General became ſo famous, that the Cof- 
ſacks ſent to him an Agent, and enter'd into a League; 
furniſh'd out three hundred Veſſels, and join'd the Circaſ-- 


grelian Fleet, and engaging with them got a glorious 


* 


This is the Bottom of the new Expedition which makes 


Thou 
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Thou who art Maſter of the Arſenal, wilt know what 
Meaſures are fitteſt to be taken againſt this bold Þzfidel.if he 
perſiſts to break the Peace of the moſt Serene Empire. 

Yet, though he is an Enemy, let us not envy him the 
-Praiſes that are due to his Wit and Courage. He ſeems 

to ſurpaſs the ſneaking Tieves of his own Nation; and 
undertakes nothing but Sovereign Cheats, and noble Thefts, 

ſuch ra pals for virtuous Action- in a Man of a 

y ] Bi n 8 | | 

I do not plead for Robbery, nor take the Part of an n- 
del; but if I had Time to tell thee ſome herdick Paſſages of 
this Pirate, thou would'ſt ſay, he is worthy ofa generous 
and fayourableUſage, ſhould he become a Captive. In ano- 
ther Letter I will oblige thee with a Relation, which will 
net be unwelcome to a Man who gives not Sentence 
with the Vulgar. I had more to ſay on another Subject, 
but I am interrupted. Pardon the Effect of my Duty to 
the Grand Seignior. 7 3 | : 
Paris, 19th of the 8th'Moon, | 
of the Year 1649. 


— E — Fi nee 4 N 3 — — * 
7 Melec Amer Baſſa. 


HERE is News arrived here lately of the Murther 
1 of the Engliſh Ambaſſador at the Hague. His 
Name was Doriſſaus. He was ſent by the new Gover- 
nors in England to make an Alliance with the States ot 
Holland, and to fatisfie them in reference to their late 
Proceedings againſt their Sovereign. Tis ſaid, his Ne- 


Parete would have had but little Succeſs, in regard the 


rince of Orange, who is Preſident or Chief over the 
States, and who married the Daughter of the Engliſh 
King, takes to Heart the untimely Death of his Fa- 
_ther-jn-Law, and- cannot be recanciled to his Murder- 


F 
3 
9 


Publich Miniſters. 
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ers. Let tis to be thought that Princes are no farther 


touched with one another's Misfortunes than concerns 
their ntereſt. . | 


«& 


However on the 34 Day of the 5th. Moon ſome Scots 


enter'd into the Lo s of the Ambaſſador; and hav- 
e him with ſeveral Wounds, made thei 
Eſcape, ..It is not certainly known. who ſet theſe. Aſſaſ- 
ſens at work. People deſcant variouſly, as their Affecti- 


ons byaſs them. Some reflect on it as a Judgment juſtly 


inflicted by God, though by an unjuſt Act of Men, on 
one who had been a notorious Promoter of his Sove- 
reign's Death: Others. cenſure it as a moſt impious Sa- 
erilege, in regard the Perſons of Ambaſſadors. are by the 
Lam of Nations eſteem'd ſacred and inviolable; and the 
Injuries which they ſuffer are interpreted not only as done 
to their Maſters who ſend them, aa to all Mankind, as 
if human Nature it ſelf were wrong'd in the Perſons of 


Indeed there is no Method of eſtabliſhing or conſerving 
Friendſhips and Alliances between different Nations, if 
their Agents be not ſecured, with an Immunity from Af- 
fronts and Violences. i >: wag wu Nets; 
The French relate a pretty Paſſage of one of their Kings, 
who before he came to the Crown, being Duke of Orleans, 
had receiv'd very ill Uſage in his Travels froma certain ta- 
lian Lord, call'd the Baron of Benevents. After this Prince 
was poſſeſs d of the Kingdom the ſame Tralian Lord 
was ſent Ambaſſador from the Viceroy.of Naples, to con- 
gratulate his Acceſſion to the Throne of his Anceſtors. Some 
French Courtiers, who had been Witneſſes of the Injuries 


ky - 


r 


this Lord had formeriy done to their Maſter, now per- 


ſuaded the King to revenge himſelf, by cauſing ſome groſs 
Indignities to be done him whilft he had him in his 
Power. To whom the wiſe Monarch reply d, Ir becomes 
not the King of France to revenge on the Ambaſſador of Na- 
Ples, the Injuries which the Duke of Orleans receiv'd from 
the Baron of. Benevento. EY | 

+; Tis, faid, the Engliſh Nation have demanded Satisfac- 
tion of the Hollanders for the Murder of their Ambaſſa- 
dor, but were anſwer'd, That they themſelves ought at firſs 


40 expiate the Murder of their King. 
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The Scots have revolted fror the New Government in 
Eigland, and are yet in ſuſpence, whether they ſhall ſet 
up the Son of the late King, or form themſelves into An 
nab pendent Republick. The Iriſh are ſtedfaſt to the In- 
tereſts of the Conn. And many Iflands in Amirica, ſub- 
Jett to the Kings of England, have now deny d all Obedi- 
ence to the new Engliſh Government, which feems to tend 
towards a Democracy. N 39.2 111 A los I l #3 i 
There is much Talk of one Cromwel, the General 
of the Engliſh Forces in Ireland. This Man from a pri- 
vate and obſcure Eſtate, is aſcended to the Dignity of a 
General, having purchas'd this Command by his Condu&t 
and Valour. The French extol him for the greateſt Sol- 
dier of this Age; and if Fame be true, no leſs a Stateſ- 
„ i enn ain 
As a Mark of the Reſpect T owe thee, thou wilt re- 
ceive with this Letter a Piſtol of curious Workmanſhip, 
which being once charg'd, will deliver fix Bullets one af- 
ter another. Tf thou zccepteſt this ſmall Preſent, it will 
be an Argument of thy Friendſhip. *  _. * 
r vn 2 155 2059395 | 
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L E TENA. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


1 Have often wonder'd at the Lethargy wherein the Nx. 
wi zarenes {ſeem to be drown d. They forget what they 
read in their own Bibles ; they there encounter with Ex- 
preſſions which ſavour of the Eaſt. Every Page of the 
written Law reliſnes of the Dialect which is pure and live- 
ly, though the Tranſlators have cropt the Flower of the 
Senſe. I have read their Bible in Greek, Latin, and French, 
but none of theſe Languages expreſs to the Life the ori- 


- 


8 nor can it be expected. It is ĩimpoſſible to 
{crew up the dull Phraſes of Europe to the fignificant Idiom, 
of Aſia. We may as well expect Dates to ſpring from 
ö a 
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a Need. And for that Reaſon it is forbidden the true 
Faithful to tranſlate the Volume of Light from the origi- f 
nal Arabic; which is no other than Hebrew in its an- 1 
cient Purity. "#3 S991. 1: 16% wet" 4 & gay 6.9: 511 Ls 
This is the Language of thoſe who dwell above the 
ſeventh Orb. Tis the Dialect wherein God converſes with 
the pages of his divine Seraglio, wherein all the Records of 
the celeſtial Empire are writ. And when he iſſues out Or- 
ders to the Miniſters and Baſſa's of Heaven, Haſmariel the 
5 Secretary of the immortal Divan uſes no other Character, 
| or Speech, but that which is peculiar on Earth to the Sons 
| of Iſhmael, the Inhabitants of the Region on the Eaſt of 
_ «the'Red-Sea.. In fine, this is the Language wherein the 
N e fit to diſcover his Pleaſure to Mor- 
r . ASC +31] N 
| Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with profound 
| Submiſſion, that he has taken ſome Pains to pry into 
| thoſe Languages which have been the Channels of divine 
| WH Knowledge: I have been peculiarly ambitious to ſtudy 
the Anatomy of oriental Words: And it would be no Hy- 
perbole to ſay, I have learn'd to diſſect even the very Syl- 
lables, wherein the various placing of Points and Letters 
alters the Senſe, or at leaſt makes it ambiguous. | So ſig- 
[nificant and my ſterious are our ſacred Characters. 
I I ſpeak not this in Peeyiſhneſs. or to vindicate my ſelf 
from the Contempt which Ichingi Cap Oglani has put upon 
me. I have no Emulation in that Point; nor can any 
little Spur of pedantick Ambition make me forward to 
contend with a Man, whoſe whole Talent conſiſts in 
knowing and remembering other Men's Works; as if he 
had ſtudied at Athens only 2 this End, to learn the face- 
tious Art of turning his Brains into a Catalogue of Books. 
But I reflect on the Learned among the Nazarenes, who 
are chiefly to blame, having the Cuſtody of the Book deli- 
vered to them from the Fews: And among them, the 
Tranſlators of that Volume are paſt Excuſe, for they have 
deflower'd the Original, and robb'd the Virgin Language 
of its Beauty and Honour, whilſt the reſt are Witneſſes | 
and ſilent Abettors of the Rape, in concealing the lndig- 
nity that has been done to the Letters form'd by the Finger 
of God, and full of divine Myſteries. e 
| | In 
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In thus accuſing the Chriſtian Interpreters of the Bible, L 
do not patronize the critical Whimfies of the Fewiſh Ca- 
-baliſts. They are exploded: by all Men of Senſe; yet 
there is a Medium between the Exceſs of that affected 


Niceneſs, which has render'd the one ridiculous, and of 


that ſtudy d Careleſſneſs to which the Obſcurity of the 
other is owing. As the Hebrems, by preſſing the Letters 
too cloſe, have ſqueez d out divine Chimrra's; ſo the 
'Chriſtians, in uſing too ſlack a Hand, have ſcarce gain d 
a groſs Draught of common human Senſe, leaving the 


genuine Elixir of the Writer's Meaning behind. | 


I will not lay much to the Charge of the Tranſlators 
:employ'd by Prolomy Philadelphus, King of . Theſe 
were no Chriſtians, nor yet in the Number of thoſe who 
adored the celeſtial Bodies and Elements: Nor did any of 
them pay their Devotions at the ſame Altar with that E- 


Obrian Monarch, who was a Worſhipper of the God Sera- 


"p25! But they were ems, ſeventy, or two more in Num- 
ber, as the Tradition goes. And being every one com- 
manded ſeverally to tranſlate thoſe Manuſcripts which the 
Jem eſteemed theOracles of God, without converſing with, 
wor n tis ſaid, their Verſious all agreed to 
2 Syllable. | TOLL 
This is the Story of the ems, and ſeems to be credited 


* 
— 


by the Chriſtians: Yet ſome have found many Errors 


and Incongruities in that celebrated Copy. And 'tis eaſy 
for an impartial Eye, eſpecially in the Head of an Orien- 
tal, to ſpy many more. . 


But the Latin, which they call the vulgar Tranſlation, 


53s full of Miflakes. And the pretended Saint who made 


it ſhould have gone farther than Paleſtine for his Intelli- 


genee in ancient Hebrew. His Name (if 1 miſtake not) 
vas Hieronymus. He paſs'd many Years in a Cell, near 
the ſuppos d Tomb of the Chriſtians Meſſiah in the Holy 


Tand: Where they ſay he was inſpir'd with the Know- 


ledge of Hebrew; and from thence ventur d upon a Tan- 
Vat ion of the Old Teſtament. e 
Thou wilt not expect a Certificate of theſe Things 
from Mahmut, who only tells thee what he has read in 
1 Authors, whom they call the Hiſtorians of their 


But 


Ir EG 
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 ſophers. Of theſe does the Old Teſtament conſiſt, except 
one Book wyrit by my Country man Fob, who five Times 


| Chriſtian Tranſlators ? How low have they ſunk the Senſe - 


the Hebrew Doctors teach. Every time David play'd on- 


his Deſcent; and ſung with a Grace which cannot be ex- 


| « 
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But I can aſſure thee, twas no Spirit of the laſt aſſiſted 

this Ecele/taſtic in his Verſron. For he comes far ſhort of 
rightly rendering the lofty Hyperboles, appoſite Simili- 
tudes, elegant Figures, and other Ornaments of Speech pe- 
culiar to the Writings of thoſe who firſt ſee the Riſing 
Sun. Such are all thoſe penn'd in the Eaſt: From which 
we muſt not exclude the Manuſcripts of Moſes, and the 
reſt of the Hebrew Prophets, Poets, Hiſtorians, and Philo- 


foil'd the Devil in ſo many ſet Combats before Goldt. 
What ſhall I ay then of the Tyanſtations that have been 
made of their Bible in other Languages, not ſo copious 
and ſignificant as the Latin! = e 91 e 
Since this Diviſion aroſe between the Roman-Catholicks 
and Proteſtants, their Bible has been taught to ſpeak the 
Diale# of all, or moſt Nations in Europe. Yet ſueh is 
the Unhappineſs of the Franks, that the more they tam- 
per with the Language of great Purity, the worſe they 
ſucceed. Which Fas bee d Comme dene Men, wt 
am informꝰd, to mark above a thouſand Faults in the laſt 
French Fer ſion of that myſterious Book. Wr 
What room will they leave for the Cenſures of the 
Muſſul mans, if the Chriſtians themſelves are thus critical 
upon the Grand Patent of their Salvation? e Þ 
It would be an endleſs Task to recount all the Errors 
that may be diſcern'd in the various Traducts of the Bible, 
by any Man that has convers'd in the Eaſt. Neither will 
I intrench on thy Patience to gain the Character of a ae 
r e Bode hone | rect 
Permit me to glance only on the Pſalter, or the Odo of 
Sultan David. How flat and dull are the Meaſures of the 


of that Royal Poet? He never began to warble forth any 

of thoſe Divine Songs, till firſt inſpir'd hy a Seraph whom 
he had lar'd down from Paradiſe by the Melody of his 
Harp. That Seraph was Maſter of the Maſicł above, as+ 


his IHſiruments, Ariel (for ſo was the Spiri ealled) made 


aid, Thedocile Pocrſoon kan d both hisNotevand 
ä Ords, 


— 
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Words. Seven hundred. Times David touch'd his -har- | 
monious Strings, and ſo often the Angel ſtood by him - 


with the Book of the Quire. He taught him Seven hun- 
dred Sonnets that are chanted by the Lovers in Paradiſe. But 
the Devil ſtole em from the King whilſt he was gazing - 0 
on another Man's Wife, bathing her ſelf in an adjoining 
„ 5 N (HE 1 8 
Yet there are above a hundred Hymns remaining, which ti 
David compos'd by Memory out of the former. But t! 
ſome Setts among the Chriſtians have turn'd them to the al 
Ballads of the — SO. 53 3 PRES tl 
So have they dealt by that ſurpaſſing Poem of Solyman, el 
taught him by the Ethereal Tutor of his Father. For A- hi 
riel was enamour'd of one of the Virgins of Paradiſe, at 1 
the fame Time that Solomon enjoy d Pharaoh s Daughter, ſe 
and had newly built for her a Seraglio of Cedar. The hea- pr 
venly Lover therefore, to accommodate himſelf to the Se 
Paſſion of the Mortal, taught him one of the Paſtorals of w. 
Eden, a Song peculiar to his own Amouuar. 4 
But the Nazarenes have turn'd it to a dry and inſignifi- vo 
cant Allegory by their Gleſſes; putting an Affront alſo up- the 
on Rhetorick and Poetry, in wording their Tranſlation, anc 


If I ſhould go on and number the Miſtakes they have the 
made in the Mritings of the Prophets, and other Books of the 
the Ola Ieſtament, though it were but in this general Man- 

ner, I ſnhould tire thee out; but to recount the Particulars, 
would be a thirteenth Task for Hercule. 


— 


Let after all theſe Defaults of the Learned, neither they 
nor the Ignorant can be excus'd from wilful Blindneſs, in 
ſnutting their Eyes againſt the Twilight which appears 
in the worſt Tranſtation, and is ſufficient to direct any 
Man to the Eaſt, where Wiſdom ſhines in her perfect 
There are Expreſſions all over the Scriptures, which 
Y Point to the Laws, oms, Habits, Diet and Manner of 
Life uſed in the Region Sen by the Morning Sun. 
Theſe are the ſame now as they were of old; and the Muſ- 
ſulmans of this Age obſerve no other Rule of Life but 
what was practis d by the Patriarch Ibrahim. above three 
thouſand Years ago, and by all the Faithful of thoſe Times. 
Our Marriages, Circumeiſions, Funerals, Prayers, Waſhing, | 
©. JI vo | 
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and allo} ber Ceremonies of Religion or Civility, are the 


ſame now as then: There is nothing added or diminiſhed. 
fave the Faith and. Obedience we owe to Mahomet the Am- 
baſſadoriof God; and to the Volume put into his Fan * 
Gabriel, Prince of the divine Meſſengers. f 

Our very Habits, and the Manner of our Building ; > our | 
Salutations and whole Addreſs are the ſame at this Day, as 
the Scripture tells us were in uſe in thoſe Ages next after 
the Flood among the Patriarchs and Prophets, and amon 
all the true Believers, the Paſterity of Prahim, 5 og 
the Deſcendants by the Right Line, the Stem of Iſmael, the. 
eldeſt Son of him who entertained three Angels at cee in 
his Tn. 

Met the-Ifidels wil not conſi der i it; but 3 them-, 
ſelves they are the only Children of the faithful Ibrahim, 
pretending to. practiſe, in I know not what figurative. 
Senſe, the Life we lead in Truth. N themſelves 
with empty Symbols, while we enjoy the Subſtance; .. :. 

But thou, great Succeſſor. of Ibrahim and the Prophets, 
vouchlafa to pray for Mahmut, that whilſt his Duty to 
the Grand Signior obliges him to dwell here in the Welb,. 
and to conyerſe with none, but Tafidels,. he may till retain; 


the Faith of the Eaſt, the Devotion of an Iſmaelite, and 


the Purity of a true Believer; ſtill crying in his Heart, 

even in the Temples of the Infidels, there is but one 0 

and Mahomet his Meſſenger. 3 0 
* 5th of the gth Moon, 


e Year 9. 0 n 2 by 
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the Crown of Swedeland, are met at Norimbuigh, to con- 
During this Conſult, the Swediſh Army are permitted 
by the Emperor's Agreement, to quarter up and down in 
ſeven Circles of the Empire, and not to be diſcharged till 
all their Arrears are paidat the Coſt of the Germans. *Tis 
aid it will amount to three Millions of Sequins. This 


War bas laſted near thirty Years; in which above three 


hundred. thouſand Men have loſt their Lives.” 


* 


As to the Evgliſh Affairs, the prevailing Party there have 


declared that ancient Kingdom to be a free State, and the 
Monarchy is abolifh'd by a publick Act. Nevertheleſs, af- 
ter Charles was beheaded, his eldeſt Son was proclaim d 
King, both in England and Ireland, by ſome of the Nobles 
and G that were Friends to that _ Family. And 
in Treland, a certain great Duke appear'd at the Head of a 
numerous Army, in behalf of the young King's Intereſt, 
having laid Siege to the Metropolis of that Kingdom; which 
with one other Town, were the only ſtrong Holds tha 
reſiſted the King's Party. But in the 8th Moon, the Army 
which the Engliſh States had newly ſent over to that 
Iſtand engag d with the Forces of this Dube, entirely rout- 
ed them, killing two thouſand Men on the Spot, and 


taking many thouſand Priſoners, with all their Ammu- 
nition and Baggage. This being ſeconded with other 


Victories, in a {mall Time reduced that Kingdom under 
the Obedience of the Engliſh States. 
In the mean Time I hear no pleaſing News from the 
Levant. Veſſels daily arrive in the Havens of France, who 
confirm each other's Relations of à dreadful Naval Com- 
bat between our Fleet and that of the Venetians ; wherein 
they ſay, we have loſt ſeventy two Galliots, threeſcore 
Merchant Veſſels, and eighteen Ships of Nur: That in 
this Fight fix thouſand five hundred Muſſulmans have 
| _ their Lives, and near ten thouſand were taken Pri- 
oners. - „ W 
I tell thee, theſe are great Breaches in the Navy, which 
belonging to the Lord of the Sea and Land, has aſſum' d 


to it {elf the Epithet of INVINCI BEE. Theſe are 
Blemiſnes in the Enſigns of high Renown, Reproaches 


I reflect 
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TI reflect not on the Courage, or Conduct, of the Captain 
Baſſa; neither am I willing to help forward the Ruin of 
a Man, who cannot expect to be rd with a Veſt, 
a Sword, or any other Marks of the Sultan's Favour, for 
his Service in this Sca-Campaign. I am naturally com- 
ſſionate. Tis not in my Praiſe I ſpeak it; for, I be- 
ieve this Tenderneſs, to be rather a Vice of my Conſtitu- 
tion, than to have any Rank of Morals, much leſs to be 
of Kin to the Family of Vertnes. I pity a Man falling 
into Diſgrace, on whom the Weather f the Seraglio 
changes, from which he muſt expect nothing but Clouds 
and Storms. Thoſe Tempeſts will prove more fatal to 
him, than any that ever toſſed his Fleet on the ruffled 
Ocean. Ia al Probability, he will ſuffer a Shipwreck 


| 
s 
| of his Fortune, if not of his Life. Therefore *tis with 
a = u Regret I muſt ſay that which may haſten his 
h - But I am commanded not to conceal any Intelligence, 
it that relates to the Intereſt of the Sublime Port, nor to 
2 ſpare the Son ot my Mother, if I know him guilty of 
at criminal Practices. MY PILLS 

All that I have to lay to the Charge of the Baſſa of the 
Sea, is a private Correſpondence which he holds with 
Cardinal Max arini. This I diſcover'd by the Aſſiſtance 
of a Dwarf, whom J have often mention'd in my Letters 
to tlie Grandtes of the Port. I need not repeat to thee, 
what J have ſaid already to them, of the Birth, Education 
and Genius of Oſinin, (for ſo is the little Spark call'd) 
nor of the Method I have put him upon, to wind him- 
ſelf into the Secrets of the Publick M:nifters. Only thou 
may ſt report to the Divan, that this diminutive Man 
continues to purſue his Advantages of Acceſs to the Clo- 
ſets of the French Miniſters, whereof I gave an Account 
hit Yeaſt, in a Letter to Chiurgi Mahammet Baſſa. : 

Thou may'ſt aflure them alſo, That when he was 
Veſterday in the Chamber of Cardinal Mazarini, he caſt 
his Eyes on a Letter which lay open on the Table, while 
the Cardinal was in earneſt Diſcourſe with an extraordi- 
nary Cuurier from Rome. He had not Opportunity to read 
more than the Superſcription, and a Line or two of the 
Matter; which contained theſe Words: | 

Ver. IV. D The 
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A 


To the moſt Illuftrious Prince of .the Kingdom of the Mee F 
ſiah, eminent among the High Lords of holy Honour, ; 


the ſublime Director of the People of FESUS, Aſ- 

ſiſtant to the Chair of Sovereign Dignity, the Seat ot 

the Roman Caleph, Fulio — Cardinal, and our ; 
| _ Ma; 7 whole latter E eh in — 4 

nels.” : 


T HY affetionate. Letter and Mg were deliver'd: af 
to me, as I lay at Anchor with the Fleet under my A 
Command, not far from the Iſland of Chios. And as 4 2 
Mark of my Acknowledgment and good Will to-thee and all 
the Nazarenes, I embraced in my Arms the noble Captain 
Signior Antonio Maratelli, who had the Honour to be 
truſted with this Negotiation. I immediately diſrobd m 
ſelf, and caus'd that brave Italian, thy Meſſenger, to | 
veſted with my own Garment, as 4 Pledge af 


x Before Oſmin ts read Gs the Cardinal : a 3 
ed the Table and took up the Letter, letting fall ſome 
Words to the Courier, by which the Dwarf was confirm'd 
in his Suſpicion of the Baſſa's Perfidiouſneſs, and that 
this Letter newly came from him. He poſted imme- 
diately tg give me an Account of this Paſſage; believing 
it to be, as it is, of great Import. For he has a ſingular 
Regard for the Family, which firſt exterminated the an 
from Conſtantinople. 

Thou k noweſt what Uſe to make of this ee 
Tam not cruclly inclin'd, but 1 muſt do my Doty 'The 
reſt I refer to thy Pr udence. | 

I will only advertiſe thee of one baader Remark of 
Oſmin, who by comparing what he has ſeen now, with 
a Diſcourſe he once before overheard between Mazarini 
and a French Nobleman, whilſt he lay under the Cardinals 
Table (which I have inſerted in one of my Letters) con- 
cludes, That the Baſſa there mention'd'by the Cardinal, 

n Wa 


dratin 
the 4 
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Was this ſame Bilal Baſſa, who was at the Inſtance of 
the Faniſaries made Baſſa of the Sen. _ 
I could not, without making my ſelf an Accomplice, 

conceal ſo foul an Ingratitude to the Grand Signior, and 

ſo villanous a Treaſon againſt the Empire, whch holds the 

firſt Rank among all the Dominions on Earth. 

Paris, 24th of the gth Moon, 


of the Year 1649. 


Lr TER XVI. - 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand Sig 


nior. | 


We 0 


E have had a violent hot Summer in theſe Parts, 
with much Thunder and Lightning ; which has 
done conſiderable Damage to the Farmers, in burning 
their Hay and Corn in their Granaries. Complaints ar- 
rive here daily from all the Provinces, that Heaven has con- 
ſumed their Harveſts. | 

This the Court Party interpret as a Judgment on them 
for their Rebellions; cauſing it to be induſtriouſly ſpread 
about in all Companies, that Heaven is angry with the In- 
habitants of Guyenne, Bourdeaux, and other Provinces, for 
taking up Arms this Year againſt their Sovereign. I know 
not how far this Cenſure is juſtifiable : But*ris obſerv'd 
that the People of theſe Rebellious Provinces have receiv'd 
more apparent and irreparable Injuries by the Lightning, 
than thoſe of other Parts. Several Members of the Par- 
liament of Aix were found dead in their Beds, after a 


T of ¶ tempeſtuous Night of Lightning. And next Day, the 
with zo of the Houſe where they aſſembled fell down and 
ni kill'd ſeveral, -. | | 


In the great Church of Bourdeaux, as they were cele- 
ron Jac? Maſs, a Ball of Fire broke in from behind 
he , {mote down ſeveral Images, and filling the 
march with an intolerable Stink, flew out at a Window, 

| r without 


„ 
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one Night. Whic 
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without doing any farther Harm, And a great Bank of 


Money, rais'd by this City to pay their Soldiers, was all 


melted down by Lightning, to the Aſtoniſnment of thoſe 


who faw it; for it was done in the Day- time, the Graz 


' dees of Bourdeaux being preſent. ' It would beendleſs to 


| 

1 
recount all the Miſchiefs that have been done in thoſe ; 
Parts. We had no great Harm here, fave that almoſt all [ 
the Vine in the City was turn'd to a Kind of ar in t 
h the Philoſophers attribute to the pe- C 

culiar Energy of Lightning, which plays the Chymiſt-wirh 9 
this Liquor, and in a Moment ſeparates and drinks up its h 
Vital Spirits, leaving only a mortuum Caput behind. N 
The Seaſon has been ſo hot during the Dog- Days, that N 
the Air it ſelf ſeem'd combuſtible; and the very Winds, b 
from whence we look'd for Refreſhment, were like the P. 
Breath of a Stove: All Things ſeem'd ready to take Fire, Pi 
as if the Elements waited for the Grand Conflagration. th 
Heat was the Cry every where. Men's Bodies were - 
ſcalded with internal Flames; the Shade of Trees afford- 
ed no Relief, the Fountains could not allay their Thirſt, Le 


All Nature ſeem'd to be in a Fever, ready to expire. da 
Now thoſe Fervors are abated, and We begin to have lo. 
froſty Mornings. The nitrous Air reſtores Men's Appe- ple 
tites. Abundance of Rain has new moulded the gaping Ml 5" 
park's Earth, and produc d a ſecond Spring. The Huf: vit 

andman comforts himſelf with the Hopes of another fl La 
Crop of Hay, to repair the Loſs of the former, which 1 
the Eightning robb'd him of. In the mean Time, the Lif 
Winds are very buſy in diſrobbing the Trees, and ſcatter- P 1 
ing not only their Leaves, but alſo the Fruit that is not bas 
STU, on the Ground; whereby a Banquet is prepar d pes 

or the Hogs in every Orchard, who claim as much Right h 
to feed on what lies on the common Table as their Own- ch | 
ers: And tis no unpleaſant Muſick, to hear a Herd of il ! * 
Swine ſet their Teeth at work on the wind- fallen Ap- f. 
ples. At leaſt, this Spectacle and Noiſe is delighttol to © © 
me, who have been without Appetite theſe three Moon,, 8 15 
and but juſt begin to recover my Stomach. I often 27 
ride out of Paris, on purpoſe to take the Country Air, diſſe 


. where my Bread taſtes more ſavourily than in the City: 
There appears ſomething ſo harmleſs and innocent in the 
| | Faces 
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Faces and Behaviour of the R#ſticks, as effectually relieves 
my Melancholy. I cannot diſcern in them any Signatures 
of Court-Craft and Villainy. Their Converſation cheers 
my Spirits. I love to hear them talk of their rural Af. 
fairs. My Eye follows the Ploughmen with Envy. 
Then I could with it had been my Lot to have been 
bred up in fome homely Cottage, where I might have 
tended Oxen, Sheep or Aſſes; all which act regularly ac- 
cording to their Nature : Whereas, he that is the Servant 
of Princes, is compelled to do many Things contrary to 
his Reaſon ; which is the greateſt Unhappineſs can befal a 
Man. How ſweet is the Sleep of the Husbandman by 
Night, and how void is his Mind of n 
, by Day? He riſes with the Lark, and is as chearful as that 
ho pretty Bird, ſaluting Aurora wich a Song or Leſſon on his 
Pipe. He ſnuffs up the wholeſome and fragrant Dew of 
5 the Morning, as he walks over the Lands. He beholds, 
: with Admiration and Pleaſure, the gilded Clouds and 
A. Tops of Mountains, when the Sun comes forth of his 
& Bed- Chamber in the Eaſt. He ſpurs himſelf on to his 
daily Labour, by the Example of that active Planet, fol- 
lowing his Work with Content and Joy. His Food is 
pleaſant both in his Mouth and his Belly; he feels no Af. 
pe- b 8 REP? * s ö 1 ed YT - 
ter-pangs through Satiety; but well refreſhed and nou- 
of, BY rimed with his homely Diet, he lies down with the 
Lamb, and ſleeps in Peace, never dreaming of Szate- 
| Intrigues, or the Plots of the Mighty. Thus he paſſes his 
Life in a Circle of Delights. F 
Tell me; dear Hali, are not theſe proper Objects of 
Envy to a Man in my Circumſtances? Ox, canſt thou 
blame Mahmut, who has neither Health of Body, nor 
Peace of Mind, for wiſhing himſelf in a Condition, 
which would entitle him to both? 'I am entangled in a 
thouſand Snares; my Employment is a perfect Riddle. 
I muſt fay and unſay the ſame Things, as often as Oc- 
caſion requires. I muſt tell an hundred Lies, ſwear and 
forſwear my ſelf every Hour, if the Intereſt of the 
Grand Seignior be at Stake. I muſt be a Mahometan, 
Chriſtian, Few, or any thing that will ſerve a Turn 
| diſſemble with God and Man, blaſpheme the Prophers, 
ht dh 23 curſe 
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curſe the True Believers, and my ſelf too, rather than 
baulk the Cauſe lam engag'd in: And yet, all this while 
they will perſuade me, I am a good Man, and ſhall go 
to Paradiſe. As if the Mufti's Deſpenſations were avail- 
able to cancel the expreſs, poſitive Law: of God! Do they | 
think to amuſe me with ſuch Umbrages, and ſend me 5 
muzzled to Hell with my Eyes open? I tell thee, I have 
a Conſcience, and ſuch a Canſcience as will not let me be 
at Reſt in this manner of Life. It were better to die, 
than to live ſtain'd with ſo many Prevarications. I 
know not what to do amidſt ſo many Terrors: I feel 
my Body decay apace, and haſtening towards its. Diſ- 
ſolution. - What will become of me, if I ſhould die un- 
der the Burden of ſo many Sins? What Anſwer ſhall I 
be able to make to the two Inquiſitors of the Grave, the 
Angels who ſhall examine me, who is my God, and who 
is my Prophet, and, what is my Faith? The Darknets 
of that Region of Shadows will not be ſufficient to hide 

my Bluſhes, and the Confuſion I ſhall be in at fo preſ- 
ling a Tryal. | N 

All my Comfort is, That I have yet Friends left, to 
whom 1 may freely vent my Thoughts, and ask their 
Counſel. . . N 

If thou haſt any Remains of that Friendſhip that has 
been between us, weigh my Caſe: throughly, and tell 
me whether I am not loſt for ever, without a Change 
of Life? Flatter me not, neither uſe the Artifices of Ci- 
vility, in palliating my Crimes; but ſearch my Wounds, 
and give me thy Advice without a Veil, and Mahmm 
ſhall eſteem thee Phyſician of his Soul. | | 


Daria; nath Fe h adi, 
of the Year 1649. N 
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To Kenan Baſſa, Chief Freaſurer 10 his 


4 ; 20 
- 15 „ 


F I have not addreſſed to thee before, attribute it to 
1 my Ignorance of thy Quality and Perſon. As ſoon 
as L heard of thy Advancement to this important Truſt, 
I reſolved to ſalute thee, as becomes a Slave in my Poſt, 
and to wiſh thee all the Happineſs thou canſt deſire. 
Net, when I congratulate thy Riſe, remember, I do but 
welcome thee to a Precipice, a mere Pinnacle of Fortune; 
where thou haſt no Reaſon to expect ſecure Footing. 
The Blaſt of an envious Mouth will make thee totter. 
Thou breatheſt in an Element full of Tempeſts. The 
ly Practices of a Rival may undermine thee; or the 
more open Frowns of thy Sovereign may caft thee down. 
Thou art ever liable to the Malice of the Vulgar, and 
not a little in Danger of thy own Weakneſs, the inſe- 
parable Companion of Humanity. If thou ſhouldeſt 
once look witk Diſdain on thoſe that are beneath thee, 
the vaſt Diſtance and Height of the Proſpect may make 
thee giddy. Therefore it would be good for thee to 


have thy Eyes always fix d on thy ſelf. That will prove 


the beſt Chart, by which to ſteer thy Courſe through 
the Rocks and Sands, which on all Hands threaten the 
Life of a Courtier. It will not be amiſs alſo, to place 
before thee the Examples of wiſe Men, thy Predeceſ- 
ſors. There is a greater Force in theſe, than in the beſt 
Counſels; becauſe Matter of Fact leaves no Room for 
Diſtruſt: Whereas Men are naturally jealous of thoſe who 
pretend to inſtruct them. We are all fond of our own 
Reaſon and Judgment; and are apt to ſuſpect him of 
ſome Deſign who ſeeks to perſuade us, though to our 
Good. Beſides, there is a Species of Pride, a Punctilio 
of Houpur in Mortals, which will hardly permit us to 
yield our {elves in a Condition to need e Advice: 


hence comes the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, A Man 
nn 


4 D4 profits 
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profits more by the Sight of an Idiot, than by the Orations 


of the Learned. We all love to make our own Experi- 


ments, and ſooner truſt any Senſe than our Ears. There- 
fore the Lacedemonians cauſed their Slaves to be made 
drunk in the Preſence of their Children; that from the 
I qualidneſs of the Spectacle they might conceive a Ha- 
tred againſt that Vice, which by all the Boffruct ions in 
the World they would never learn to aboor. 
The Crimes of ſome in thy Station have more of So- 
briety in them, but leſs Honeſty. Wonder not at the 
Expreſſion, nor accuſe me of Impudence. I reflect 
2 on the Wicked: Number not thy ſelf among 
them. 52 l £2 „Annan ene 
Thou knoweſt it has been an aneient Cuſtom for our 
renowned Emperors, to divert themſelves at certain Times 


with the Sight of their ineſtimable Treaſury. I am no 


Stranger to the Ceremonies uſed at ſuch Times; one 


1 


would think it impoſſible, amidſt ſo much Caution, that 


the Grand Seigniar ſhould be defrauded of the leaſt Part 
of his Wealth. I do not ſpeak of the Chamber of Arms, 
or thoſe others which make up the Imperial Wardrobe. 
The Bulk and Weight of thoſe rich Velvet Brotzadoes, and 
other Furniture of Gold and Silver, diſcourages the 
Theft. But who can number the Rolberies that have 
been committed among the Jewels, 'and\invalnable Ra- 
rities of the myſterious Cloſet ? It has been found eafy to 
conceal and tranſport from thence, whole Beds of Dia- 
monds, and Chains of Pearl, undifcovered, I will not 
ſay unſuſpected, at the Times when Anackaar-Agaſs gives 
#/yee Knocks on the Cabinet of the Res. 
Theſe are Hours of Munificence and Royal Bounty, 
when the auguſt Lord of the Mines is pleas d to gratify 
his Slaves with Gifts, and make them ſenſible they ſerve 


him, who commands this upper World, and that under. 


mearh; , | TEDTS ELIT EY 
No Prince can diſcommend this domeſtick' Sport of 
eur Sovereign, when he makes his Pages ſcramble for 
Diamonds and Rubies, ſince it gives him a Taſte of his 
own Humanity; nothing being more agreeable, in Caſes 
on this fide of amorous Jealouſy, than to let others par- 
take of our Pleaſures: And *tis the peculiar * of 
| 1 2 ale. ngs 
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Kings ſometimes to lay aſide their State and Grandeur, 
to be familiar with their Attendants, making them their 
Companions, or, at leaſt, their Proxies in many Enjoy- 
ments. N | Fo 
* But ttis pity this Favour ſhould be abuſed, as it has 
been, in the Inſtance I mention d. Thou art no Stranger 
to the Records of the Haſua, which tells us, That when 
Gelep Chians Baſſa was made mw Treaſurer in the Reign 
of Sultan Muſtapha, the Lucre of the glittering Jewels 
had tempted him to defraud his Maſter, to the Value of 
five hundred thouſand Sequins; which upon the Infor- 
-mation of three Pages, anda diligent Search, were found 
in his Trunks. | | wy e 


It has been whiſper'd alſo, That few have en- 
\ joytd that Office, who have not purloin'd ſomething 
, from the Imperial Coffers. They fay, Tis an heredi- 
> tary Theft deliver'd by Tradition from one to another; 
13 every Haſuadarbaſſi being advanc'd to that Honour by 
t the Recommendation of his Predeceſſor, for the Service 


he has done him in conniving at theſe Practices, which 
cannot be hid from any of the Sixty who guard the Ro 
Thou canſt not blame me, for putting thee in Mind 
of theſe Things; in regard I am commanded to write 

with all Freedom to the /ubl;me Miniſters, whatever con- 
'cerns the Intereſt: of our great Maſter. 

I have no more to ſay, but to deſire thee, in tranſ- 
mitting what Money is appointed for me, to be timely 
and punctually, to ſend Duplicates by different Poſts, that 

if one ſhould miſcarry, 1 may not be at a Loſs: For, 
there is no Credit for a Muſſulman in Paris. Eliachim 
would ſupply me with what may ſuffice a Dervich; 
but it belongs to thee to take Care, that I want not 
what is requiſite for an Agent of the Grand Seignior. 

. Paris, 22d of the roth Moon, 7 
e 5 
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| I Unwillingly concluded my laſt Letter, before. 1 had 


A vented half my Thoughts, on thoſe Oriental Sub- 
jects, ſo full of Inſtruction and Pleaſure. | Thy Four 
nal is become my Pocket-Companion. I carry it with 
me to the Gardens and Solitudes, and even to the Li- 
Eraries and Churches: To which laſt I am obliged to go 
ſometimes, that I may avoid Suſpicion: | 

The Chriſtians, when they enter the moſt delightful 
Gardens of Paris, ſpend their Time, and weary them- 
ſelves, in walking forward and backward. 'They will 
meaſure ſeveral Leagues in traverſing one Alley: Which 


vain Cuſtom, thou knoweſt, is contrary to the Prae- 


| tice of the Eaſtern People, who love to ſolace them- 
ſelves, in ſitting till under the cool Shades, and feeding 
their Eyes with the grateful Verdure of Trees, their 
Noſes with the fragrant Smell of Herbs and Flowers, 
and their Ears with the pretty Melody of the Birds: 
All which ſerve as Helps to their Contemplation. 
After this manner I many Times paſs away ſome 
Hours in the Gardens of this City, whereof there are 
great Plenty. And when I am cloy'd with the fore- 
mentioned Pleaſure, - then I take out thy Journal, and 
fall to reading; which winds up my Thoughts afreſh, 
like a Watch that is down: Nay, it opens new Sources 
of Contemplation, and ſerves as a miraculous Taliſman 
to bring China, India, and all the Eaſt into the Place 
where 1 am; ſo lively and natural are thy Diſcourſes of 
thoſe Parts. 1 15 

When I am in Churches it ſerves me inſtead of a 
Prayer Book: And, whilſt others are babbling over they 
know not what, or at-leaſt they care not what; 1 of- 
fer up to God the Firſt Fruit of my Reaſon and Know- 
ledge, which he has given me to diſtinguiſh me from all 

Sorts of Beaſts, whether in human Shape, or not. «i 
en 
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When I go to the Libraries, F compare thy Journal 
with the Writings of others who treat of the ſame Mat- 
ters; and find, that thou agreeſt with ſome; correcteſt 
the Miſtakes of others, and in all, ſheweſt a Genius eleva- 


ted above all others of the common Hiſtorians and Tra- 


wvellers ; who ſeek rather to amuſe the Reader with un- 
eouth Stories and Adventures, than to inſtru him with 

what is really uſeful and profitable. Bo | 
Thus thy Journal is become the Companion of my 
Solitudes, the Object of my Studies, and the Help to 


my Devotions abroad; and it is no leſs the Diverſion 


ot my Retirement and Melancholy at home. I am a 
Nen Admirer of —_—— and therefore an old craggy 
ock, o er- grown with Moſs, and full of gaping Chaſms, 
is a more agreeable Sight to me, than the flow'ry 
Meadows or verdant Groves; becauſe the former looks 
like a Relick of the primitive Chaos; whereas, TI know 
the latter to be only the Product of the laſt Spring. 
*Tis for this Reaſon, thy Narrative affords me ſo vaſt z 
Delight, beeauſe it treats of the moſt ancient Kingdoms 
and Governments in the World: And is not ſtuffed with 
Chimata's and Fables, as moſt Relations of thoſe Coun- 
tries are; but gives us a fincere and true Account. of 
whatever is conſiderable, without touching on Imper- 
57555 59 $6047 B77 GY 
But above all, I am delighted with that Part which 
relates thy Travels in China: That Country being of ſo 
vaſt an extent, ſo rich, ſo populons; the People ſo in- 
duſtrious, learned and politick (beſides the Antiquity of 
their Empire which cannot in that point be match'd by 
any Government under the Heavens;) that the exact 
Knowledge of theſe Things ſeems to me of greater Mo- 


ment, thanany other Diſcoveries whatſoever. 


What thou fayeſt of the Chineſe Letters and Words, 
ſhews, That thou haſt made ſome Inſpection into that 
Language. And thy Remarks. en the long Succeſſion and 
Series of their Kings, is an Argument that thou art no 
Stranger to their Chronology, which takes in many 


Thouſands of Years before Noahs Flood. Thou art very 


exact in enumerating their publick Tribunals and Couris | 
of FJuſtice; as alſo indeſcribing ſome remarkable Bridges, 
1 Tempicsz, 


Temples, Palaces and other Structures; Which ſerve to 


give the Reader a true Idea of the Magnificence and 
Grandeur of the Chineſe Emperors; and of the Ingenuity 


ot the People, who ſeem to excel all others in Art: 
and Sciences. In a Word, it is evident, that thou didſt not 
paſs thy Time with thy Arms folded, 'whilſt thou wert 
in that Kingdom. And 1 know not how better to ex- 
preſs the Eſteem I have for thee, on the account of 


the Pains chou haſt taken to inform both thy ſelf and 


me in Matters of ſo great Importance, than by giyin 
thee an Account of 7 Progreſs the Tartars * —— 
made in the Conqueſt of that Empire, ſince thy return 
to Cunſtansinople. In my laſt T acquainted; thee with 
the Caronation of the Tartar King at-Pekin'; -fince 
which other Veſſels are arriv'd from thoſe Parts, which 
bring an Account that the young Tartarian Conqueror ſoon 
puſhed forward his Victories; and marching with an 
Army into Corea (which Kingdom, thou knoweſt, bor- 
ders on Chian) the King of that Country made his Sub- 
miſſions; and entering into a League with Zunabi, held 
is Crown in Fe of that Victorious Emperor. 
Afterwards he haſtened to ſubdue the - Provinces 
which remain'd unconquered. His Method in aceompliſn- 
ing this great Work was by ſwift Marches, like another 
Alexander the Great; and by laying Seige to the principal 
City of a Province, which he never failed either to take by 
Force, or compelled to ſurrender, that ſo they might e- 
ſcape Famine: And when this was done he took Poſ- 
ſeſſion both of it and the whole Province, ſummoning 
the Cities of leſſer Note to ſurrender ; which they 
ſeldom refuſed after they had beheld the Fate of the firſt. 
Thus in a little time he beeame Maſter of all that ſpacious 
Empire. N FCC 
The Fame of his Succeſs quickly brought innumera- 
ble Tartars out of their Native Country to - follow the 
Fortune of their Emperor. To theſe he gave the chief 
Offices of his Army, and continued the Chineſes in the 
Adminiſtration of Civil affairs; and, as a Token of their 
Subjection, he commanded all the Chinsſes to cut their 
| Hair. fhort, and to cloatk themſelves: after the Faſhion of 
P b They 
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Decrees 0 , and is not in the leaſt puff d up with 
any of his rs Actions ; Which is an Argument of 
a Spirit truly. beroick. And yet this Prince is an Idola- 


ter, as are all the Tartam of that Nation; or rather, they 
are Men of no Religion, which makes their Morals the 
more admirable: For according to the Relation of thoſe 
who came laſt, from China, the Tartars are a very tem- 
perate and continent People, abhorring thoſe Vices which 
are but too common in other Parts of the world, and from 
which the true Believers, themſelves are not free. They are 
rigorouſly Juſt, alſo, and puniſh all manner of Fraud and 
| Deceit with immediate Death. As for their Conduct 
| and Courage in the Wars, there is no Nation ſurpaſſes 
| them, few are their as rc They are paſſionate Lovers 
1 of an active Lite, ſpending molt of their Time on Horſe- 
1 back, either in hunting wild Beaſts, or fighting with 
| their Enemies: And their Horſes are the beſt and moſt 
| couragious in the World. There is nothing the Tar- 
tars {0 much deſpiſe, as the ſedentary Life of Students 
and learned Men; accounting them the Burthen of a 
Commonwealth, lazy Drones, fit only to be ſold for Slaves. 
Zut. Men of Service and Merit in the Wars they have 
in great Eſteem; never failing to reward ſuch with Di 
nities and Commands W to their Deſerts 
and Capacities. Nay, ſuch is the martial Genius of 
this Nation, that the very Women ride to the Wars 
with the Men, and v Exploits above what 
is expected from that ſoft and delicate Sex. Both Men 
and Women are habituated from their Infancy. to live 
in Tents or Waggons, there being very few Cities in all 
Tartary :. There they are inur'd to Hunger, Cold, Thirſt, 
and all the Methods of a frugal and hardy Life. This 
'ts that which renders them- excellent Soldiers, and a 
Terror to all the Nations round about them. This is 
that which ſo ſoon reduced all China to their Obedience; 
i ras among all their Virtuesand Accompliſhments, 


being the moſt effeminate. People on Earth. This no 
doubt thou haſt obſerved, & Brothey, 
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Brother, I adiviſe thee to go to Kerker Haſſan Baſſa 
our Countryman, and preſent to him theſe Obſervati- 
ons on the Tarrars ; which thou may'ſt eaſily do by 
tranſcribing what is for thy Turn out of this Letter. 


He inherits, his Father's Genius; 'who, thou knoweſt, was 


one of the greateſt Hunters in all Arabin, and has x Cha- 
racter not much different from what T have here given 
thee of the Tartars. That — will take great De- 
light in theſe Memoirs, and will chink himſelf obliged 
to make thee ſome proper Acknowledgment.” He is 
generous and great, and it lies in his Power to promote 
thee. I have writ to him already, and have given him 
an Eicomium of thy Ability. F will ſecond” it with 
another Letter, i anſwer to one I lately receivd from 
him, wherein he deſires a farther Account of China. I 
will inform him therefore of ſeveral Paſſages out of 
thy Journal. He no doubt, to make a farther Tryal of 
thy Knowledge, will ask thee ſeveral Queſtions relating 
to theſe Matters. So ſhalt thou have a fair Opportu- 


nity of rendring thy {elf conſpicuous, and of gaining 


his Efteem. Follow my Advice; take Time by the Fore« 
Tock, and the Event ſhall prove happy.” C7. 
**""Parts,; 8th of -zhe Tith Moan, 5 502 201 AFR? 
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I Received thy commands, and am proud of the Ho- 
nour thou haſt done me in requiring the ſmalleſt 
Service at my Hands, eſpecially one of this Nature; 

which is an Argument that nry former Relation of China 

Was e e to thee. This J account my Honour and 
Happineſs, that T have a Brother who has made ſuch 
 confiderable Improvements in his Favel,: For tis to 
kim I owe the Knowledge I have of that Country, 
and the other Parts of the Eat. As for my Couſin 
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Ff, he would never vouchſafe to ſend me à Syllable 
felaingts his Trevelr, though he tad ramblodthroughout 


all A. * '> : 
I 'defired this Favour of him in ſeyeral Letters, but 
have received no Anſwer; ſo that I know not whether 
he be dead or alive. My Friends are very backward in 
writing to me; and unleſs it be ſome of the Miniſters 
of State, who ſometimes honour me with a Diſparch, 
though very rarely, I hardly receive a Letter from wy 
familiar Friends and Relations in twenty Moons; whic 

makes me conclude. thar Abſenęe af fo long a Date, has 
quite blotted me out of their Minddses. 
As to what thou defireſt farther to know, concerning 
China, my Brother ſays, That Empire contains 4400 
walld Towns and Cities; 3000 Caſtles and Towers of 
Defence on the Frontiers, wherein are always garrifon'd 
a Million of Soldiers, who are reliev'd at due Times by 
others of equal Number. There are a Million alſo con- 
ſtantly kept in Pay to guard the Governours of Provinces, 
Embaſſadors, and other Officers of State. The Emperor 
of China maintaining five hundred thouſand Horſe to ats 
tend his Perſon. All this is in time of Peace. But upon 
any Revolt or Invaſion, the Forces are innumerable. 
There are in China 331 Bridges, remarkable for their 
— and Magnificence, - beyond all others in the 
World; 2099 Mountains; Lakes and Medicinal 
Fountains 1472; 1159 triumphal Arches and other 
Monuments, erected in honour of valiant and learned 
Men; 272 Libraries, abounding with all manner of 
excellent Books; Temples; 300000, and as many Pricſts, 
beſides the Convents of their Religions. They reverence 
3036 Male Saints, and 208 Female. All which haye 
Temples dedicated to their Honour, beſides thoſe which 


are conſecrated to the Sun, Moon and Stars, Fire, Air, 


Earth and Water, and to the Heavens which comprehend 
All, and to the Celeſtial Gods who rule All, and to the ſupreme 
God, Creator of the Worlds. In theſe Temples they 
celebrate the Praiſes of their Gods and Heroes with Mu- 
lick and Songs, Incenſe and Sacrifices; believing, That 
all Things which are conſpicuous for the Excellency 
of their Nature, or from which Mankind receives any 

F 5 general 
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or extraordinary Benefit, ought to be worthips 

d with divine N In this they differ not 
om the ancient Pagans of Greece and Rome, Who 
had almoſt;as many Sade and Goddeſſes as there were 


ſeveral l in # World; ſo that there was no ; 


Beginning nor En ding of their Superſtitions; and the 
the moſt learned and. contemplative. of their Prieſts, 
found the Ceremonies of their Religion to be an inextri- 
cable Labyrinth, where they were often loſt. - Certain- 
ly happy are the faithful Meſſrs, who —— but 


ene God, the Fountain of the Univerſe, w 
ling ee Abiurdities of 1 


The Cbineſes are great Admirers of e, ad 
their own Notions; believing that no People can ſtand 
in Competition with them for Learning, Wiſdom and 
Riches. They have a very contemptible Idea of all other 
Comntries, with their ten, eſteeming them eicher as 
Idiots or Monſters. 

This Conceitedneſs is owing to their 1 gnorance of 


the reſt of the World; for they ſeldom or never travel 


beyond the Limits of their own Empire, 


I could ſay a great deal more of this People, but it 


will be better for thee to hear it from my Brother, 
who has been there, and can give thee an ample Satisfacti- 
on in all things relating to that Empire, I have wrote 
to him to go and kiſs * Duſt before thy Feet. If 
thou makeſt tryal of his Abilities, thou wilt find him 
improved. by his Travels, a Man fit for Buſineſs, and one 
in whom thou may ſt confide ; which is a Virtue never e- 
nough to be prized in theſe eorrupt Times. 


In theſe things however mingle thy own Diſcretion 


- with the Kindneſs of a Countrymaga and ro: iowa 
a Friend. 


Paris, Sth of the 11th Moon, IG bots 
| of the Tear Ne bets : 3 
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TE RE Ovid alive, the Events of this Year wow d 
VV affordhim Matter for nem Fict ions. He would ei- 
ther tell us, That the Goddeſs of Love had ſet a Spell upon 
Mars, and charm'd him into good Nature; or, That he bad 
drank ſo large a Draught of Nepenthe as has made him for- 
get his old Trade of Subs ing Mortals in Wir However 
it be, Eymen ſeems to have the greateſt Share in this Year's 
Actions. For inſtead of Battclsand 'Sieges; the Nazarene 


Princes have been eng in Encounters of a ſofter Cha- 


racter, th e gentle Affairs of Love and Marriage. 

In —— rſt Moon the new King of Poland, whom 
they call Fohn Cafimir, married the Widow of his de- 
ceaſed Brother. In the ninth, the Prince of Hainault e- 
ſpous d the Duke of | Holſtein's Daughter: And the laſt 
Moon was remarkable for two Matches; one of the King 
of Spain with Anna Maria, the German Emperor s Daugh- 
4 mam of the Duke of dances velth Dade cos 

1 
Theſe are all bruſhing forward. in the Crowd of the 


Living; they are buſy in augmenting the Generations 


of Men; whilſt others of as high Blood are gone to 
Increaſe the Number of the Dead; being enzoll'd a- 


mong the Ghoſts, and made Denizons in che Region of 
Shadows. 


The Emprofe of Germany Sed in the Gfth Aves, he 


Duke of Braganza in the ninth; . the Dutcheſs of Mo- 


dena in the ei Bunt and a cer weis Herman Prince, whoſe 

orgot, died in the Moon of October. Be- 
fides theſe, Death has alſo arreſted O ſſalmski, the greas 
Chancellor of Poland; Wrangel, General of the Swediſh 
Army ; Frederick, the German Ambaſſador at Rome ; Fer- 
dinand, Elefor of Cologne ; and the Vice-Roy of Bohemia, 
who was by his Enemies thrown out of a Window, and 
his Rrains daſh'd out, So that tho' Mars may have ſeem's 


2 


6 LULrevnrers u by. 


to lie Jormant this Year, yet his Companion in Miſchief, | 
old Saturn, has been very active as the 4ſirologers fay, 
vo attribute all Events to the Influx of the Stars. Some 
are alſo of Opinion, that the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon 
this Year were Preſages of the Death of theſe great Perſons. 
They might as well plead, that the daily R3/ing and Setting 
of thoſe Luminaries, portended all the tragical Events that 
happen d on Earth; it is not more natural for t 
to continue unalterably moving from Eaſt to NMeſt, than 
it is for them to be obſcur'd, at certain determined Sta- 
tions, in their n et 1 tions n „ eee 


Courſe. 
to the We elf the: Chin 


We are Shun 
and Hodian Gentiles. Neither can any good Account be 
now given of the ancient Egyptian nit Aſſyrian Records: 
bens run many Ages back beyapd. the common Epocha 

e Beginning of the World. Ii 

But the whole Syſtem of lnomn Hiſtory es buttwo 
extraordinary or preternatural Changes in the Conrſe ot 
the Sun during theſe fix thouſand Years. 

One, when that Laminary ſtood ſtill in the Time of 

Tehoſhua,' General of the Iſraelites, to ſerve Ends of De- 

ny, and prolong” the Light of the Day to à double 
desde till the oppoſite Army vvas quite deſtroy'd, 
and not one of the Uncirenmcifd could eſcape the Swords 

of —— yiRtotious Sons — Lee AN - = 

t rov'd a long Ni heir * 
Th pm en 5 their Beds, when they had 
outſlept the uſual: Hours of Night, and ſaid in their 
Hearts, Surely the Sun is fallen aſleep, or is banquetting 
with the Gods of the Sea: Perhaps Thetis detaius him in 
her Embraces, whilſt the Tritons faſten his Shmbers with 
their ſofteſt Muſick ;' or Neptune $2975 in in the Palaces "of 
the Deep. Thu the diſconlolate Nations argu'd in their 
Chambers: e . were alarm d with Fears « —— 
Events. 

Such as dwelt on 1 the dender of the Earth, * were 
accuſtom'd to mark the conſtant Bing and Flowing of the 
Sem, admired the Delay of the uſual Tides, and ask d. 
Hhat was become of my raps th for that lane al ſtood 
I Sun. 11 0 nne The 
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News, when he told the ſick King, That Fate ha 
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The Light of their Souls was eclipſed, and their Rea- 


ſon labour'd under a greater Darkneſs than that which 
' troubled their Eyes. They were ignorant of the Works 


of God; and knew not that the celeſtial Orbs ſtood 
ſtill at the Command of the Spirit which formed 
them, eyen at the Word of the Prophet inſpir d from 


So in the Days of Hezekiah, King of the Jens, the 


Sun went back in his Circuit, and all the Frame of 
Heaven was retrograde to confirm the Prophets good 

pro- 
long'd his Life for fifteen Years. This was in the Days 
of Merodach Baladan, the King of Babylon, who ſent 
Ambaſſadors to con gratulate Hezekiah's, miraculous. Re- 


% 


Bela es theſe, nothing has happen'd to the San, or 


any of the heavenly Bodies, beyond the Ordinary Courſe 


of Nature. A Man may as well prognoſticate from 


cloudy Weather, the Calamities of Emperors and meaner 
Men, as from the Eclipfes. of the Sun and Moon; ſince 


the ane, as well as the other, obſcures the Light of 
_ thoſe heavenly Bodies: And the former quite hides 
| them from us; which is the greater Eclipſe of the 


two. * 2 


Let us pray Heaven to grant us the continual Uſe of 
our Senſes, and not eclipſe. the Light of our Reaſon, and 


we need fear no -Diſaſters from the common Appearances 
of Nature. © ee 
Paris, the 7th Moon Chaban 


n 
The End of the Firſt Boot. 
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2 Muhammed Eremit, Iubabitant of the 
Prophetic Cave in Arabia the Happy. 


ARDON my Importunity, if -I this once 
trouble thee with an Addreſs of Scruples, beg- 

| ging thy Counſel in the Affairs of my Soul. 
ſeeem to my ſelf as a Traveller Joſt in a 
Wilderneſs of Doubts and Uncertainties, without Guide 
or Conduct. Not that I queſtion the Truth of our 
Holy Religion, or miftruſt the Authority of the Sent of 
God. Certainly I revere the Book of Glory, whoſe ſa- 
ered Verſicles are tranſcribed on my Heart. But there is 
wanting to every Man a particular Conduct in the In- 
dricacies of this Life. I have not the Art of plying 
HITS. - ; 2 
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the general Precepts of the Lam to my own; perſonal 
Oct Hons and-Megediticr. Infinite Difficulties ariſe from 
2 a n My Converſation with Tzfidels, and 
Duty I owe my great Maſter, entangle my Con- 
2 am — — on all Hands; and whilſt 
3 conſerve Purity, I find my ſelf ſtill de» 
I am no Herrick, nor in the Number of thoſe who 
are predeſtinated to be damn d for the injurious Love 
they bear to Hali: Injurious I fay, becauſe it dero- 
gates from the Honour they owe to Omar, Oſman and 
Ebubechey, the true Succeſſors of the Apoſtle of God. 
As 1 firmly believe the Alcoran, ſo I give an entire 
Faith ta the Book of Aſſonak, or the Agreement of the 9 
Wiſe, with the Writings of the four principal Imawums, = 
Hanif, Schafi, Melichi and Hambeli. And Tam reſigned 1 
to the Sentence of the Mufti, as our Fathers were. of | NY 
Old to the oraculous Determinations of the Babylonian 
Calif. I curſe the Kyzilbaſchi with as much Devo- 
tion, as I pray for the Health and Felicity of true Be- 
lie bers. I ſpit at the naming of them, ho deny the 
Chapter of the Covering, and the Verſicles brought down 
by the Squire Gabriel, in Honour of cke Prophes' Wife. 
I never lifted up my Hand againſt any, who deſcended 
from the divin? Meſſenger: And it, in my Paſſion, I 
have ever curs da Maſſulman, I took off the Duſt under 
his Feet, and laid it on my Lips, before the 'Shadow 
of the Sun had advanc'd a Hair's Breadth; and ſo I 
hinder d the ſwift Recorder of our Words from regiſtring 
the Imprecation: For that Duſt, I believe, has Pow- 
er may out the Memorials of our evil Words and 
Works. e | 
When I meet a Santone, or one of thoſedivinely mad, 
I put in practice the Leſſon of Orchanes; and honouring 
the holy Frantich, 1 fall down and adore Virtue in that con» 
R JJ 5 ob wh aro 
I negle@ none of the Purifications commanded: by 
our holy Law-giver; but rather add thoſe that ve Ara . 1188 
bians have received by Tradition from our Fathers, the 1 198 
Sons of Iſmael ; Yet 1 hope, in Caſe of 1 =! 


— 


ſome Indulgence is allowable to a Muſalman, in a Coun 
try of Infidels. IT uſe the Waſhing of Abdeſt at all 
times in my Chamber, whereno curious Eye can obſerve 
my | Cleanlineſs, or | ſuſpicious: Apprehenfion draw 
Concluſions of my being a Mahometan: But 1 cannot 
thus practiſe the Waſhing of Taharet ; there being 
not ſuch Conyeniences for that purpoſe in Paris, as in 
Conſtantinople: Let I am careful to ſupply this Want by 
other Methods of Purity; otherwiſe: I ſhould be an A- 
bomination to my ſelf. There is no Neceſlity that I 
ſhould frequent the Bath, who never touch'd a Woman; 
yet I often go into the River, taking a Boat with me 
for that End, and cauſing my ſelf to be rowed half a 
League from the City, where in a little Bay or Creek, 
I waſh. my whole Body, that I may do ſomething be- 
yond the Obligations of the Law, to expiate the involun- 
tary Breaches of my Duty. Let, after all this, I cannot 
ate. 2% 
Ipray at the appointed Hours; or at leaſt, if the Affairs 
of — hinder me from comply ing with the 
Lam, as to the exact Times of the Day, I attone for that 
Neglect by Watching the greateſt part of the Night: And 
to the Oraiſons 5 by Authority, I add ſrper-nu- 
merary Prayers of my own, to evidence the Sincerity of 
my Devotion. FA. 44 Ones O84 Pan, 
I faſt, and give Alms according tomy Ability. Ibeſtow 
much Time in reading and meditating on the Alcoran. In 
a word, I do all that my Reaſon tells me is neceſſary to ren- 
der mea good Maſſulman; and yet I have no Peace in my 
Mind. Methinks I ſee our holy Prophet furrowing his Brows 
at me, and darting angry Looks from his Paradiſe: He 
ſeems to reproach me with Uncleanneſs and Infidelity. By 
Day my Imagination troubles me; and at Night Iam ter- 
rify d with fearful Dreams: Which makes me conclude, 
that notwithſtanding all my Obedience to the Lam, and 
the ſtricteſt Care I take to acquit my ſelf a true Believer, 
yet Tam far ſhort of my Aim; and therefore I number 

my ſelf with thoſe with whom God is diſpleaſe. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror which this 
Thought creates in me. I am over · whelmed ſometimes 
with Melancholy and Deſpair, And becauſe I am ä to 
| cep 
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keep my Grief to my ſelf without having the Privileg 

of venting it to halben Friend, it is ready to — 
ehe . al. no oats Fr, 

This is my Condition at certain Seaſons, which I e- 
ſteem as bad, or worſe, than thoſe who are doom'd to 
Aaraf: For as they cannot enjoy the Felicities of Paradiſe, 
10 they are ſecured from the Torments of the Dam- 
ned; whereas; for ought I know, my Portion may be in 
Hell. Wilt thou know how: I redreſs this evil Temper of 
Mind, and vhat Method Ftake to cure my Melancholy ? 
Receive it not as Flattery, when, I tell thee thou art my 
Phyfician, and the Idea of thy innocent Life my Medicine. 
Whien I baveroll'd over ten thouſand Thoughts, which 
afford me no Eaſe or Relief, no ſooner do I fix my Con- 
templation on the Solitary of Mount Uriel, but a ſudden 
Beam of Light and Comfort glances through my Soul. I 
promiſe my ſelf greater Satisfaction from thy Advice, 


? Tell me therefore. O 22 pious Eremit, how I 
ſhall diſſipate theſe: Miſts of Grief and Sadneſs, which 
ak my Mind, and threaten to ſuffocate my Intel- 


If, in this Darkneſs and Confuſion, I ſhould apply my 
will puzale me with intricate Niceties about the Eſſence 
and Unity of God; whereas I am too much troubled al- 
ready with diſtracting Speculations: I ſeek not to dive 
into that which is incomprehenſible, but to be inſtructed 
in the plain and intelligible Way to Happineſs. What 
imports it, whether God be Good by his Goodneſs, or by 
his Eſſence? This is to throw metaphyſical Duſt in my 
Eyes, and ſo leave me in a worſe Condition than they 
found enn, nn Re e mar 65d 
No better Light muſt I expect from the Momfcandes 
ran: For if they are ſtrict Obſervers of the Law, ſo am 
I, where the Precepts are applicable to my Condition 
and Circumſtances, But 1 want a Direction in many 
Emergencies, for which the Alcoran ſeems to have 
made no Proviſion, but leaves every Man to the Con- 
duct of his own Prudence; and I muſt confeſs, I dare 
5 not 
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not truſt mine in all Caſes of this Nature. Beſides; in- 
fſtead of interpreting to me in a plain Sty le, the Statutes 
of the Law, they will confound me wich high and un- 
intelligible Notions of the divine Attributes, which are 
ſacient to dazzle the Intellect of the brighteſt gera- 
—— And if they could once perſuade me to be zea- 
for their Speculations, I might, in Time, turn fuch 
nnether religious hw as was ont — 3 the 
Poet Namiſi, who being wrapt in his Specu- 
lation of the divine Vnity, ant — ciochans pro- 
nounee the ſacred Sentence, God is One,” gave him the 
Le, and told him, That he multiply d che Divinity, in 
aſſigning it any Attribute, tho” it were only that which 
eſſed his U Unity. For which impudent Aſſertion be 
was flay d alive. 

In as bad «Condition ſhould 1 be if 1 a$k's the Ad- 
vice of the Mywſerit, thoſe: Ini dels in Maſquerade, who, 
under the Diſguiſe of M. deny the Being of 
a God, aſſert all things to come by Chance, and live with- 
dut Hope or Faith af - another Life. For if this were | 
true, that there were noReward or Puniſhment of good G, 
or bad \ Works; Me e- Way to SL 
earthly Happineſs, by not ling atany,Vice that would an 
conduce to that End: Or if I fail din that Attempt, 1 m: 
would not tamely wait for a Mart from Men, but or 
bravely rid my ſelf of A Life which was Ne with Ca 
nothing but Miſer 7. Key tha 

' Almoſt as bad as theſe ew the Hairer; 0 ads 9 
Seeptichs, who dare not truſt their own Reaſon; but are vid 
ever wavering and irreſolute: If I ſhould ſeek for Inſtruc- 
tion at their Hand, they would anſwer me, God knoms beſt 
what Tought 04 and ſo leave me in the fame Sulpexice as 
I was before. 

Much worſe are che Gi thoſe moroſe Interpreters of 
the Lawof Mercy, who damn a Man irrecoverably to Hell 
for committing one mortal Sin. This Wenn drive 
all Mankind to deſpair.” 

Indeed the Moral, of the Sabin pleaſe me. rok ſeem 
to be perfect Mahometan Stoicks, aſcribing all Events to 
e and the Tnflweyce of wy Stars. 1 could S 
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ly embrace the Advice of Philoſophers who appear {6 
void of Paſſion; but I could never join with them in 
adoring the Sun, Moon and Conſtellations of Heaven, 
becauſe the Alcoran has expreſly forbidden it. And were 
there no ſuch Prohibition, my own Reaſon would cone 
vince me, that 'T ought as well to adore the Fire for 
warming me and ſerving my other Neceſſities, or the 
Water for quenching my Thirſt and purifying me, or 
my own Hands for feeding me, as to pay theſe divine 
Honours to the Celeſtial Bodies; ſince the one, as well 
as the other, a& according to their Nature. 
In a Word, of all the innumerable Secis into which 
the Muſſulman Empire is divided, I cannot expect entire 
Satisfaction from any; for if they appear Orthodox 
in ſome Neuets, in others they are manifeſtly Heretical. 
Vet I cannot but ſet a higher Value on ſome than others, 
as their Doctrines and Practices approach nearer to Rea- 
ſon and Truth. For I am not yet ſuch an Academich as 
to ask that Mock - Queſtion, Nhat is Trutb? 185 
Doubtleſs our Fathers knew it, and the Meſſenger of 
God was ſent to divulge it on Earth. But if Ignorance, 
Superſtition and Error have baniſh'd it from Courts and 
and Cities ; let us ſeek it in the Deſarts. Perhaps we 
may find this Wanderer among the Rocks and Woods; 
or tis poſſible ſhe has ſhelter'd herſelf in ſome Den or 
Cave; as hoping for greater Favour from the wild Beaſts, 
than from the Society of Men. Te TSF UNO 
| If Huth be no where to be found entire, but has di- 
vided herſelf among the different Religions and Sects in 
the World, then rather than miſs of this divine Jewel, 
J will ſearch for it in Fragments, and whatſoever is ra- 
tional and pious in any Sec Iwill embrace, without con- 
cerning my ſelf in their Follies and Vices. 
After all, the Muna ſihi ſeem to me the only Ortho- 
Hell dox and illuminated of God; who declining the private 
; By-ways of - Schiſmaticks, walk in the high Road of 
priſtine Juſtice and Piety, following the Steps of the 
Ancients, and obeying the Traditions which know no 
Origine. Among theſe thou appeareſt as another Pytha- 
goras, confirming them by thy Example in an innocent 
Life; enduring the utmoſt Severities of Abſtinence, ra- 
V: 02. IV. & - | ther 
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ther than be guilty of ſhedding the Blood of © thoſe 
Creatures, which the great Lord of all things created to 
enjoy the Herbage of the Field, and to partake of the 
common Bleſſings of Nature as well as we. 

To thee therefore I have recourſe, as to an Oracle: 
Tell me, O ſacred Sylvanian, am I not obliged to obey 
the inſpirations of my Nature, or better Genius, which 
tells me, tis a butcherly and inhuman Life to feed on 
ſlaughtered Animals. Did not all thoſe who aim'd at 
Tesfedion among the primitive Diſciples of the Prophet, 
abſtain from murdering the Brutes ?- Tis true the Meſ- 
ſenger of God did not poſitively enjoin Abſtinence from 
Fleſh ; yet he recommended it as a divine Counſel: And 
thoſe to whom he indulg'd the Liberty of eating it, he 
ty'd up to certain Conditions. Do not all the religious 

Orders preach up Abſtinence, both in their Sermons and 
| Lives? I make no longer Doubt, but the Corruption 

of Manners, and Voluptuouſneſs of Men, are the Cauſes 

that this ancient Sobriety is now: diſus'd and {lighted. 
My own Experience confirms me in this Opinion, who 
have often attempted to live in Abſtinence'; but by 
the Force of a voracious Appetite, ſuffer'd my ſelf to be 

carried back to my old Intemperance. 2 

Yet in eating Fleſh, I have been preciſely careful 
to obſerve the Prohibition of our holy Prophet, ſo 
long as it was in my Power ; I never | knowingly 
taſted of Blood, nor of any thing ſtrangled: or knocked 
down. But it is impoſſible for me to aſſure my ſelf 
of this, or that all the Fleſh I eat was killed, in pro- 
nouncing that tremendous Name which gave it Life. 

— could I once eſcape a Neceſſity of eating S wine. 
Fieſh. ä , e e 

But I abominate my ſelf. for this involuntary Crime; 
and to obviate the like Temptation for the future, 
will taſte of nothing that has breath'd the common Air; 
being inclined to believe the Metempſychoſis: which if it 
be true, I wiſh for no greater Happineſs, than that in 
my next Change, my Soul may pals into the Body of 
the Camel, which ſhall carry thee to Mecca; 

Paris, 14th of the 1ſt Moon rt 


T 


of the Year 1650. mee bee 
; 2 L ET TER 
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20 Minezim Aluph Baſſa. 
M* Intelligence from the Imperial Port ſometimes 
arrives late; either through the neglect of Kiſas 
Darmolec, to whom that Care it committed, or through 
the Badneſs of the Roads, which many Times are impaſ- 
fable ; beſides the frequent Stops, and Interceptions of 
the Poſts in this Time of Var: which is the Reaſon 
I do not always hear of the Alzerations at the Seraglio, 
and the Changes that are made in the Governments of 
the ſhining Empire, till many Moons are paſsd: Who 
is exalted; or who made Manſoul, are Things to which 


- C 


| 
s 
d 
n | | 
es Mahmut is for a Timea great Stranger. 
d. Therefore thou haſt no Reaſon to be offended, that 
10 J am thus late in {ending to thee my congratulator 
by Addreſs; but reſt confident, that I with thee increafe of 
be Happineſs, like the ſprouting of the Palm. 
As a Mark of my Duty and Affection, I ſhall now 
acquaint. thee with News, which though it may ſeem of 
{mall Import to the Divan, yet has ſtartled all Europe. 
It is the Impriſonment of three of the French Princes; 
not thoſe of the ordinary Rank, but Branches of the Roy- 
al Stem, whoſe Names are not unknown in the Sera- 
glio, the Reſidence of Fame. They are the Princes. of 
Conde and Conti, Brothers, and the Dube of: Longmeville, 
Husband to their Siſter. They are the principal Sub- 
jects in this Nation; all three having the Majeſtick Blood of 
the Kings of Frauce running in their Veins. 
They owe their Confinement to Cardinal Maxarini, 
or rather to their own inartificial Conduct. The Prince of 
Conde is a paſſionate Man, and has never learn'd how 
to conceal. his Reſentments. When he firſt return'd 
from the Battel of Lens in Flanders, whereof I formerly 
gave an Account, the Inſurrection in Paris began. The 
Prince block'd up the City, and promis'd the Cardinal, 
(againſt whom alone all this Storm was rais'd) That he 
5 ; Ss Would 
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76 LETTERS Writ by | | 
would either bring him back in triumph to Paris, or die 
inthe Attempt. He perform'd his Word; and the Car- 
dinal rode through the Streets of Paris, in the ſame_ 
Coach with the King, Queen, and all the Royal Blood, 
after the Siege was rais'd, and a Peace concluded. And 
the Prince, when healighted out of the Coach, addreſs'd 
himſelf thus to the Cardinal: Now, Sir, I eſteem my 
ſelf the happieſt Man in the World, in that I have been 
able to perform my ere. in bringing your Eminence 
back to Paris; and that by my Preſence the Hatred which 
the Multitude have for your Perſon, was repreſs'd whilſt we 
paſs'd through the Streets. pa 
This too nearly touch'd the Cardinal. And indeed 


{ 
the Queen, with all the reſt, were ſenſible, that the 
Prince had too far over-ſhot himſelf in this laſt Expreſ- t 
fion. However, the Cardinal a= fe in a Kind of Mo- ; 
deſty, not wholly void of Choler and Diſdain; Sir, c 
You have not only oblig d me td that Height, but have done 6 
the Kingdom ſo con ſiderable a Service in this Action, that | 
T fear neither their Majeſties nor my ſelf ſhall be ever in R 
a State to make yo 21 4 Compenſatioůown. js 

Thoſe who: ſtood by and heard theſe interchangeable E 
diſcourſes, were apt to interpret the firſt for a Re- de 
proach, and the ſecond as a Menace. Since it is not uſual all 
for great Men to over-value the Services they do their Bl > 
King and Country; and for Princes, when they cannot 
duly reward an eminent Performance, to turn their Gra- w 
titude into Hatred. . 8 5 wi 

This is certain, That the Prince of Conde has pre- * 
ſum'd much on the Merit of his late Services; and it im 
was not eaſy for the Queen or the Cardinal to invent . 34; 
duch Acknowledgments as he expected. For he ima- a 
gin'd they ought to deny him nothing, who had fo often tin 
hazarded his Life for their Intereſt. | | tho 
It was on this Ground he thought he had a Right the 
to interpoſe in a Marriage which Mazarini defign'd to for 
make between one of his Nieces and the Dube of Mer- WW blin 
Cour. | | E ven 
This Due is of a Family which has been a long time Prin 


at Variance with that of the Prince of Conde: And 
therefore the Prince Mas jealous leſt the _— 


a SPY at PARIS.. 7 
the intended Match, ſhould fortify his Intereſt among 
the Prince's Enemies, and ſo be in a Condition not to 
want his Protection; the only thing he was ambitious 
of. For cou'd he have once reduc'd the Cardinal to 
this Neceſſity, he himſelf had been abſolute Maſter at 
Court. Therefore he oppos'd the Match with all Vi- 
gour and -Induſtry;+ This nettled the Cardinal. He 
complains. to the Queen of the Prince's Unkindneſs. 
| She interceeds, and utes her utmoſt Endeavours to re- 
WH concile the Prince to this Marriage. But his Brother, 
the Duke of Longueville, has ſo poſleſs'd the Prince with 


; a Jealouſy of the Cardinals Proceedings, That no Ar- 

guments could prevail on him, or overcome his fix'd 
d Averſion for Mazarini's deſigned Alliance with the 
e Houſe of Vendoſme, ( fo they call the Family from whence 
. the Duke of Mercœur is {prung.) He rails at the Car- 
J- dinal, and lampoons him in all Companies. This be- 
r, gets ill Blood in the ſupreme Miniſter of State, who ſe- 
ne cretly-reſolves the Prince's Ruin. ih 2 
at In this his Policy and Malice exceeded the petty 
wa 


Revenges of the Prince; who being of a frank, open 
Heart, contented himſelf with Railleries and ſatyrical 
Expreſſions, whilſt the Cardinal conceaPd his Anger un- 
der the Maſque of extraordinary Civilities ; returning 
all the Contempts of the Prince, with a Reſpect which 
ſeemꝭd to ſpeak much Affection and Devoir. 

He has been a long time tampering with a Faction 
which goes by the Name of the Frondeurs. 'Theſe 
were his Enemies, not {o much in Hatred of his Per- 
ſon, as out of a Zeal to ſerve their Country, which they 
imagin d was oppreſs'd under the Conduct of this. 
| Miniſter. | | 3 Yþ 1 

Theſe he has lately gain'd over to his Party, by repreſen- 
ting to them the Prince of Conde, as the Author of ell 
thoſe Evils which they aſcrib'd to himſelf : Whilſt at 
| the fame time he perſuaded the Prince, that they had 
ſome Deſign againſt his Perſon. Thus be artificially 
| blinded both Phreies, and engag'd them in mutual Re- 
venges.; privately animating the Frondeurs againſt the 
Prince, and provoking * Prince to ſeek the —_— 
| 3 | 8 
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the Frondeurs. By this Trap the Prince was inveigled 
to conſent and give Orders for his own Inpriſonment, 
whilſt he was made to believe the Arreſt was deſign- 
ed againſt his Enemies; and the People were ſatisfy d, 
fince they were perſuaded the Faction of the Frondeurs had 
a Hand in the Plot. 2) | 

The 18th of the laſt Moon the three Princes were 
taken into Cuſtody, and ſent to a Place they call the 
Caſtle of the Mood of Vinciennes, ſome Leagues from 
Paris. The fame Day the Queen ſent for the Dutcheſs 
of Longueville, to come to her; but the wary Dutcheß 
would not put herſelf into a Cage. She immediate- 
. fled in Diſguſe to a Sea Town belonging to her Hul- - 

nd. 1 5 

Tis ſaid the Prince of Conde had Notice given him 
of his defign'd Impriſonment; but that he would 
not eſcape, projecting to himſelf ſome greater Advan- 
tages from the Diſcontents of the People (who now be- 
hold him as a Patriot) than from a clandeſtine or fu- 
gitive Liberty. This is certain, his Coach broke on 
the Road between Paris and Vinciennes ; and tis thought 
his Friends might eaſily have reſcu'd him: For this 
Accident occaſion'd a Stop of fix Hours in their Jour- 
ney, time enough to have rais'd a Thouſand Men to 
his Relief, being only guarded by ſixteen Cavaliers. 
But it ſeems he courts the Cardinal's Perſecution, 
that he may have deeper Grounds for Reyenge. 1 
know not whether his Policy is juſtifiable or no; but 
if I were in his Circumſtances, I ſhould hardly take this 
Method to gratify my Reſentments, which in all Proba- 
biliry I ſhou'd not be in a condition to accompliſh till the 
Greek Calends, that is, never. | N 


Patis, 4th of the 2d Moon, — 941 7 
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25 the Reis Effendi, "Provicinal Seoretary of 
2 N Sid Epirer 


HE 1 Devorees among the Franks talk ads of the 
Fubilee that is to be celebrated this Year at Rome. 


; I enrich their Fancies with the Hopes of I know 


not what ſpiritual. Treaſure, which the Roman Mufti, or 
Pont i f, will diſtribute among the ee that reſort to 
Rome Aer this holy Tear. 

This, as I am told, is celebrated in Imitation of the 
Sabbatical Tear, formerly obſerv'd Wor Fews when they 
poſſeſs'd the Holy Land. The Hebrew Writers, ſuch as 
Foſephus, and others, call that alſo the Tear of Jubilee. 
Their Cabaliſts, like the Pythagoreans, pretended to de- 
rive great Myſteries from' certain Numbers: And the Num- 
ber Seven was had in particular Veneration by the He- 
brews : Therefore they kept every ſeventh Day, Week, 
and Year, Holy. In the feventh Year it was not lawful 
to till the Ground, plant Vineyards, or ſow any Seed. 
And when ſeven times ſeven Years were expired, the 


Year of Jubilee was proclaim'd, being always the Ff. 


zieth: They proclaim d it by Trumpets, throughout the 


whole Country of Paleſtine, in the forty ninth Year. 


And the Mzezins ery'd in the Gates of their Cities and 
Synagogues," at the Beginning of the Jubilee: Let 
% every Man return this Year to his own Poſſeſſion and 
« Tribe, whether he be a Slave or Free. He that has ſold 
ce his Houſes or Lands, if he was not before able to re- 


© deem them, let him this Year take Poſſeſſion of his 


© Inheritance. He that is become another Man's Slave, 


“and neither himſelf nor his Friends can redeem him, 


« let him this Year be diſmiſs'd, and ſent home to the 
“ Family to which he belongs; for henceforth he is 


< free by the Indulgence of the Law. Let no Man ſow 


the Ground, nor gather the Fruits that grow of them- 
— E this Lear: But let the Earth, as well as its In- 
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ſtom among the Chriſtians, who, in many Things, may 


this Solemnity repeated. 


— 


* 


« habitants, enjoy Liberty and Reſt; for this is the Year 
* of Grace and divine Boynty., +; 
Hee proclaim'd 


After this manner was the Hebrew 


and obſery'd : And, they ſay, from hence aroſe the Cu- 


E . 
: 


be ſtyl'd the ems Apes. But others ſay, That the pre- 
ſent Roman Fubilee is deriv'd from the ſecular Games, ce- 
lebrated by their Pagan Anceſtors; in regard this was 
rene wd every hundred Years at firſt; even as thoſe Games 
were. Whence it was, that the Cryer in thoſe Days, at the 
Indiction of the ſecular Games, ſaid. Come to the Plays 
% which no Man living 8 yet ſeen, 1 

again.“ For Man's Life being generally ſo ſhort, they 
thought it improbable that any Mortal ſbould live to ſee 


The modern Jubilee was firſt publiſh'd by Boniface IX. 


Biſhop of Rome, in the Year 1300 of the Chriſtians He- 


gyra: At which Time he promis'd full and entire Re- 
zulſſion of Sins to all who ſhould reſort in Pilgrimage to 
Rome that Year. After him it was celebrated every hun- 


dred Vear, according to his Inſtitution, till the Days of 
Clement VI. who at the Inſtance of the Roman Citizens, 


reduc'd it to every fiftieth Lear. Then Urban VI. ano- 


ther Pope, reduc'd it to the thirty third Year. And, laſt 


of all Paul II. contracted the Interval to five and twen- 
ty Years: Which Space of Time has been obſerv'd by 


all his Succeſſors to this Day. 


If thou wouldſt know the Reaſon why they have thus 
alter'd the Periods ; it is for Profit. For in the Year of 
Jubilee, there is a vaſt Conflux of People from all Parts of 
22 ; who bring a far greater Freaſure into the Roman 
Coffers than they carry away from that City. Though 
the Pope, tis ſaid, is very liberal of that which they call 
the Treaſure of the Church: Which is a certain Fund of 


Merits and Superabundant Graces, left by the Meſſiah and 


his Saints in the Cuſtody of this Prelate, to ſupply the 
Defects and Infirmities of ſinful Men: And they believe 
tis only in his Power to diſpoſe of this heavenly Wealth 
to whom he pleaſes. They talk alſo of ' Intulgences 
and Pardons, whereby the holy Father can redeem Men 
from all Sin, and the Puniſhments that are due to 
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it: And this wonderful Prerogative, they ſay, does 
not only benefit the Living, but extends even to the 
Souls departed 5 whom the Pope, according to their 
Perſuaſion, can free from the Tyr ments of Purgato- 
27 and at his Pleaſure admit into the Gates of Para- 


We that are Muſulmans cannot declaim againſt the 
Doctrine of praying for the Dead, ſince it is practis'd by 
all the Faithful: Neither have we Reaſon to inveigh a- 
gain ences, or Releafes from Penance : But that the 
ower of granting and diſpenſing theſe Favours ſhould 
be only repoſited in the Chriſtian Mufti, will not accord 
with the Faith of a true Believer. We know who ſwore 
by the Hoofs of his f ft and faithful Elborach, which in 
one Night carry'd him a Journey of {x Moons, that 
from thenceforth the Key of Aaraf, or the Place of Pri- 
ſons, was committed to him. btleſs the Oumipo- 
tent can transfer his Commiſſions when, and to whom he 
Pleaſes. If he once gave this Authority of remitting 
Sins to the Meſſiah, and Peter his Lieutenant, does it fol- 
low that all Peter's Succeſſors, the Cailiffs of Rome, have 
retain'd this Privilege? There have been many good Men 
in that Seat, and not a few wicked; ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Magicians ; a Catalogue interſpers'd with Saints, 
Martyrs, Butchers and Devils. | | 
But *tis evident they forfeited their Authority, where 
they declin'd from the Truth, from the unblameable 
Profeſſion of the Divine Unity, and reſiſted the Meſſen- 
ger.of Heaven, fent to correct their Errors, reform their 
ny and reduce Mankind to one Law of Purity and 
Light. | | 
4 write not partially, nor am I imbitter'd: againſt the 
Patriarch of the Romans © He is a Man like others, ſub- 
je& to the Mill of Deſtiny. The Babylonian Cailiffs, and 
thoſe of Egypt, ſucceſſively enjoy'd the fame Power; 
tranſmitted to them from the Prophet, who ſeal'd up alk 
the former Diſpenſations: Yet in Time through their 
Sins they forfeited: their Authority, together with their 
Empire, when the bright Oſinans conquer'd all Tings. 
Then was the pYopherick Office tranſlated to our Mufti, 
the Guide of thols * the Sepulchre of Maho 
| | E 5 ms 
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met: To him all the World ought to have Recourſe for 
Solution of their Doubts, Direction in their Lives, Abſo- 
Tution from their Sins, and for the Paſsport of Immortali- 
2. "yp Fefta requir'd of all that enter the Gates of Pa- 
radile. e . f 4 8,1 8 | | . 
But all Mortals are naturally tenacious of whatſoever 
advances their Honour and Intereſt. Kings hug empty 
Titles that yield them no Profit. And the Roman Biſhops 
are unwilling to acknowledge themſelves diveſted of the 
Privileges which were once annex d to that Chair of 
Peter! They fhew the Keys, the Symbols of a Power 
which they hive loſt. And the credulous Nazarenes be- 
lieve that Heaven and Hell are open d and ſhut at their 
Pleaſure. - On the Eve of the Meſiah's Nativity, the pre- 
ſent Pope knock'd three Times with a golden Hammer at 
the Gates of the principal Moſque in Rome; which were 
then open'd, to ſignify the enſuing Year of Jubilee; 
when the Chriſtians are perſuaded, that Heaven is open 
to all that viſit Rome in this boly n.... 
I wiſh thee a Life of many Fubilees, 
Paris, ↄth of the zd Moon, 3 
e the Year 1650. | 
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25 the F lower of ren Dignity, the moſt. 
Magnificent Vizir Azert | __© 


LF 7 HEN I firſt heard the News of the Troubles that 

have been at Conſtantinople, the Depoſition of Ma- 
homet, the late Vizir Azem, and the Advancement of the 
Fanixar Agato that Dignity, T imagin'd it had been Caſim 
Hali. But it ſeems that brave old Soldier is elevated to a 
more lofty Station: He has enter'd the immortal Poſſeſſions, 
being tranſlated to an high Seat: For I underſtand he has 
his Reſt in Paradiſe. On that flero be the Mercies of the 
ſupremely Indulgent; whilſk I turn my ſelf to thee, _ 


— 
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Tate Succeſſor in that military Honour, but now the Lien. 
tenant of the Shadow of God. I touch the Earth thrice 
with my Forthead When 1 ſalute” thee, Great Prince 


of the Vizirs,, in token of my Humility and Reve- 


rence; and in Remembrance of my Original: That 


I., who am but the Product of Duſt, a mere Worm, 


may not commit an Indecency, when I addreſs to the- 
* Image of our auguſt Emperor, who is the Type of 
In ſpeaking of Perſons of thy immenſe Power, I ſtrive 
equally to ſhun Flattery and Diſreſpect; eee 
to deport my {elf with an even Courſe between thoſe 


two Extremes, as Mariners ſteer between Schlla and 


Charybdis.” Theſe are dangerous Places in the Sicilian 
S 8 r a bo 172 . 
All Europe celebrates thy Praiſes, and extols thy Juſtice 
for releaſing the Ambaſſador of Venice, impriſor'd in the 
4th Moon of this Tear. They ſay, ſince thy Aſſumption 


to this impartant Fruſt, the Ottoman Port is reform'd, 


and grown more civiliz d; (for the Frans eſteem all the 
Followers of the Prophet, who could neither write nor 


Here is much Talk about the Defeat given to our For- 
ces in Hungary: The French ſpare for no Excomiums ow 
the Baſſa of Buda, who fought valiantly till his Legs. 


were ſhot off; and then caus d himſelf to be carry d up 

and down through the Army to encourage his Sol- 

diers. Neither do they diminiſh the Glory that is due 

to his Son, who received his Death in defending his 

— at what Time the old Captain was taken Pri- 
ner. FR | 


But they blame the Conduct of him who beſieg d the 


Fort of Cliſſa, in regard he undertook it in the wrong: 
Seaſon of the Lear: The Defect of a General's Judg- 
ment in ſuch Caſes, is many times fatal to an Army. 
The French are the beſt in the World at ſpying Advau-- 
tages, and the moſt dextrous in making uſe of them. 
Moſt of their Campaigns are ſpent in their Trenches, or 
in light Skirmiſhes, ſeldom hazarding a Battel, unleſs om 
fome” unequal Terms to their own Intereſt; and then- 
they never let flip the Opportunity. This 2 
«+ . . t 21 


£ * < * 2 : _ e 5 W 
r oy rr n * * a e a 
3 3 N n : . n ror 
4,9 5 N 32 2 - : 


by he's A I I. 8 — 
= 6. eee I WS 
ee _ n 8 S 
2 II = 2 2 0 — 2 
3 * 2 


R 
* 


84 LeTTERsS Mrit by 


their Policy, but is no great Argument of their Courage ? 
For true Valour never regards Dangers.  - - 
Adonai the Few ſends me Word, that the Fenetians are 
put in great Hopes of accommodating their Affairs with 
the myſterious Divan, ſince the Releaſe of their Bailo: 
Yet both they and all the Nazarenes highly reſent the 


ſtrangling of his Interpreter. 


They underſtand not the Meaſures of the ſublime Port, 


full of Wiſdom and Juſtice; and that by the Terror of 

ſuch Examples, the Miniſters of the Righteous Throne ſeek 
to prevent future Wickedneſs.-. ll 1 
In theſe Weſtern Caurts, a little Gold or a great Friend, 
ſhall eafily palliate and procure a Pardon for the greateſt 
Crimes. Their Proceſſes here are ſlow in the Execution 
of Juſtice; being Strangers to the impetuous Orders and 
ſwift Performance. practis'd in the Eaſt. - Beſides, this 


Hiterpreter ſported himſelf to Death by the Licentiouſneſs 


of his Tongue. He delighted to play upon Majeſty, and 
with an inſolent Laſciviouſneſs ot Speech, to deceive 


him whoſe high, ſublime and remote Intellect, uſes no 


other Expreſſions of his Wrath, but the Hands of his 
Mutes. It does not become the Emperor of the World to 
be profuſe in Words, as the Chriſtian Prince, are, who 


take great Pains to ſatisfy their Vaſſals of the Juſtice of 


their Proceedings. They cannot condemn the Wicked 
without a formal Proceſs, wherein various Wits: ſhew. 
their Skill in canvaſſing the Cauſe, which, upon ſincere 
Evidence, may be decided in two Words. This is the 
Maſquerade of Chriſtian Juſtice, a mere Trap for Gold, 
the Secret of the Meſtern Lawyers; who enrieh them- 
ſelves at the Price of other Men's Folly, and to the 
Diſgrace of the Monarch, who there pretends to com- 
mand, wort | | ; 

Should thoſe Men of Law ſee this Letter, and know 
who wrote it, how would they not cireumciſe and flay 
the minuteſt Daſh of my Pen, to find Arguments of 
Revenge againſt a Muſſulman? ' ä 

All Men are full of themſelves and their own Princi- 
ples: And the Nazarenes of the Meſt are ſo brimming 
with them, that there is no Room left for Inſtruction 


ar Amendment. Like the Chineſe they boaſt of their 


awn 
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own Science and Wiſdom, reputing all. the reſt of the 
World ignorant and blind. 


They are ſo narrow. in their Mess, fo dogmatical in in 


their Deci ſions, and ſo eonceited of all, that it is diffi- 
cult for a Man who has convers'd in a free Air, tne: 
| himſelf to their Rules. 


By what I have faid thou mayꝰſt determine, that it is 
no' caſy Task for an Arabian Native, bred in the Sera- 
glio, to conform himſelf adrois to the Humours and 
Fafhions of France. Yet I curb all the natural Propen · 
ions of my Birth, Blood and Education, as much as in 


me lies, that I 2 ſerve the Grand Seignior. I am in 


cognito in all R 1 ſave thoſe wherein I cannot be 
hid. And I would change my Maſque a hundred Times | 
over, rather than fail of my Ends. 


What can I ſay more to him, who only values a Slave 


for his Deeds? 

I turn not my Back on thes; ſublime Idea of abſolute 
Power. s butizetiring after the moſt reſpectful Manner of 
the Eaſt, I make a thouſand Obeiſances, till the Autiport 


has cover'd me from thy illuſtrious e 
3 17th-of the 4th Moan, 
of the Year 1650. 


0H; 2 TER V. 


To Sedrech AP Girawn, Chief Page of the 
e | 


T HOU wilt "Ok Reaſon to wonder at a Man pre- 
tending Acquaintance with thee, whom thou canſt 
not remember to have ſeen. *Tis from my Brother Fe- 
feb Hali, thy former Maſter, 1 received the News of thy 
te Preferment, who art thy ſelf but early i in Years; yet 
no Time is e to a Man mature in Virtue and 

Wisdom. | | 
I knew 
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1 knew” thee an Infant in the Arms of thy Mother; 
the Widow of an Arabian Soldier, who ſeryed my Bro- 
ther in the Wars of Perſia," There appeared then ſuch evi- 
dent Symptoms of thy future Wit and Dexterity; as 
prompted thy Father's Captain to take thee into his Pro- 
tection and Care; and thy Mother by ker Charms ſoon 
found a Way to his Boſom. i eee TOS 3 ee 
I write not theſe Things to reproach thee with the 

Mennneſß of thy Birth: Thy Merits equal thee with thoſe 
who are born of Nobles. It is not the Cuſtom of the 
Eaſt to prefer Men for their Parentage, or becauſe they 
can ſhew the duſty Statnes of their Anceſtors. | This is 
the peculiar Overſight of the Tyfidels,” to give that Ho- 
nour to Names, and Men of à noiſy Deſcent, which is 
only due to Virtue, There are Families in Rome at this 
Day who boaſt of their Pedigrees, and that they ſpring 
from the renowned Heroes that are recorded in the Hiſfo- 
ries of that Empire : But they glory in their Shame, ſince 
they are quite degenerated from te brave © wallities which 
ennobled their Progenitors; and by their fordid Actions 
are become a daily Subject for the Deſcants of Paſquil. 
This is an Image in a certain publick Place in Rame, to 
which in the Night-time they affix” the Libels which 
they dare not own: A kind of dumb Satyr on the Vices 
of the Grandees, not ſparing even the chief Mufti of the. 
_ Chriſtians, if he is guilty of any Follies which merit to 

come within the Verge of a Lampoon. 636 65-2 

It is no contest Jeſt which was in this manner 
put upon the preſent Pope, and one of his Nephews, at 
the latter End of the laſt Year. It ſeems the good old 
Father had advanced this Spark from a poor ignorant Tay- 
lor to the Dignity of a Roman Baron; beſtowing on him 
Offices, which brought him a Revenue ſufficient to main- 

tain his Title and Port. All the aneient Nobility were diſ- 
IE this; and ſome arch Wag was ſet at work to ri- 
dicule the Pope's Conduct, and the new'Baron's Honour. 
Wheretore- on the Day which the Nazarenes celebrate 
with great Solemnity for the Birth-Day of Feſtus the 
Son of Mary, early in the: Morning the fore- mentioned 
Image, Paſquil, was obſerv'd to be apparell'd all in Ra 85, 
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and a very naſty Habit, with a Schedule of Paper in his 
Hand, wherein was writ, Hm nom, Paſquil; what! all 
3n Rags on a Chriſtmas- Day? (for fo they call the Nati- 
vity of their Meffias.) And underneath was inſcribed this 
Anſwer; Alas, I cannot help it; for my TAT LOR i- 


: become a LORD. 


Yet notwithſtanding the 04/curity of this Man's Birth; 


and the Meanneſs of his former Trade, he became an emi- 


nent Stateſman after the Pope had exalted him to that 
Dignity; and lived with an nnhlemiſh'd Reputation, 
whill he faw all, or moſt of the ancient Nobility paſ- 
quilbd every Day for their effeminateVices. 

By what I have ſaid thou may'ſt be aſſured, that I have 


| Hot the les Eſteem for thee, becauſe thou waſt not the 


Son of a Baſſa; ſince, had thy Father liv'd, his Fortune 
and Courage might have promoted him to. that Honour, 
or a Command equal to it; and thou thy ſelf art ina fair 


Way to ſupply ſome future Vacancy in thoſe great Char- 


ges of the Empire. 


I have no News at preſent to ſend thee, fave, that the 


| three French Princes, of whoſe Impriſonment I gave 


an Account to Minezim Alouph, are remov'd by Cardi- 
nal Mazarini's Order from the Caſtle of Vinciennes, to a 
Sea Town call'd Havre de Grace, for fear they ſhould be 
reſcued by Marſhal Turenne, who is much devoted to their 
Intereſt. The Princeſs of Conde is retired to Boxr- 
deaux, a City at this 'Time in Arms againſt the King, 
having alſo with her the young Duke of Enzuien her 
Son. | | | ls 

The Marſhal de la Meilleray is gone with his Army 


to beſiege this Place; and tis faid, the King will ſoon 


follow with the whole Court. All Things ſeem to por- 
tend another Relapſe of this State into the old Dif- 


orders. 


But this is not of ſo near a Concern to us that are 
Muſſulmans, as the Quarrels that IJ hear are broach'd be- 
tween the Fanizaries and Spah?s. They fay, the whole 
Ottoman Empire is warp'd this Way and that Way into 
contrary Factions; and that the Seraglio it ſelf is full of 
different Cabals, on the Account of theſe military Or- 
ders. It afflicts me with extreme Grief to —_— 
3 | | Ing 
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thing but ſad News from the Port, which is, or at leaſt 
ought to be, a Fountain of Foy to the whole Earth. 3 
pray Heaven avert the Omen! for it looks with an ill 
Bauche when the Champions of the divine Unity are 
thus divided againſt themſelves. N e 

If thou wilt take my Advice, enter not thy ſelf into 
the Secret of either Party; but poiſing thy Affections * 
with Prudence, ſtand neuter to all Things but the Grand 

eignior s Intereſt. In that be as zealous as thou canſt. 

As for the reſt, wait the Decrees of Deſtiny. e 
Paus, 29th.of 2he 5th An, 

cf the Year 1650. 
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G82 Eben Shahenſhah the Arabian Philoſopher has 

ſaid it, and every Man's Experience confirms it, 
That no human Care can' prevent the Accompliſhmenr 
of what Heaven. has decreed. There are certain Mo- 


LY 


ments of our Lives wherein Fate delights to mock 


our Wit and Prudence, to baffle our ſtrifteſt Caution, 
and to ridicule all our Conduct, that we may learn 
the Leſſon of Reſignation, and not truſt too much to 
our ſelves. e 
When I firſt ſaluted the Light of this Morning Sun, 
my Spirits were ſerene and joy ful: No melancholy 
Dreams had left their black Impreſſions on my Mind, 
no ſadning Thoughts poſſeſſed my Soul; I awak d chear- 
ful and ſprightly as the Lark. After I had ador'd the 
Omnipotent, and perfornyd: my accuſtomed Holy Things, 
I began to reflect on my own Happineſs ;- in that I had 
ſo many Years ſerved the ſublime Port in this Station, 
full of Difficulties, and Perils, yet by no Misfortune had 
ever betray'd the leaſt Secret of my Commiſſion. It 
pleas'd me to think I ſtill paſs'd for Titus of Moldavia 
among the French, who are the moſt pr 


. Giatelycarry'd all my wings tox 


,: * 
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People in the World; and even in the Opinion of Car- 
dinal Mazarini, who like Zan, his more Eyes than 


two! I embrac d my ſelf (is L may % * in the 
Conceit of my | good: Succeſs; concluding} I was born 
= fortunate til and _ no Dilaſter could ever 
Urt Me. beer 5 3? 6 | 
But I took wrong \Meafurty of che Hays of Deſt3- 


fy which are as untraceable as the Mines: For before 


id-day my Sun was eclipſed ; the Air of my Soul ruffl'd 
with Storms, and all my: Foy turn'd to Mourning and 
Sadneſs... TER 
+ Wilt thou know: the Occaſion aki my rief? ? It was 
this.” In the Lear 1645; according to the Style of 


the Nas arenes, I receiv'd ſome particular Inſtructions 


from the then Vizr Azem, putting me in Mind of 
the Hazards I run in this Poſt, and giving me ſtrict 
9 e to beſtow all my Letters in a ſecure Place, 
whether the Tranſcripts of thoſe I vrrite to the Mini- 
ſters of the Port, (for I always retain'd a Copy of the 
n on the Diſpatches Treecive from chene. 
That Miniſter was afraid, leſt I might ſome time or 
other be.diſcover'd; and conf; uently —— my Chamber 
would be ſearch'd. Therefore Dering his Hint, I imme 


ing his Houſe to be free from any Jealouſy of the State, 


and that the moſt important Secrets in the World mice | 


there an Age unreveab d. 

The Letters of my writing were encloſed it in one Box, 
and thoſe which I receiv d from the invincible Pors in ano- 
ther. And this was my conſtant Cuſtom from that times. 
as oft as I writ to the Miniſters of the Divan, or had 
rus d the Diſpatches which came from them, I diſpoſed 


of both in proper Places, leaving all to the Care of 


Eliachins. 
But neither- his Quiticus: nor mine pie; ſufficient 


to prevent the Reſolves of Heaven: It was determined 


above that we ſhould loſe- ſome of | theſe Papers. E- 
liachim came to me to Day, before the Hour of Mana- 
miſi, all in Paſſion, aſtoniſhed, raving and ſtaring like 
mad Man. As ſoon as he enter d my Chamber he 
Lore his inner Vel which was of rats Silk, fring'd 


67 rou 


im the Jem; know=.. 


. ' , A 
8 — — == - : - - — - - — ny tm ts — _ - — | = n — : 
BE Iu Ob li a, NN PRI . 3 
8 EEE 9 8 wy "= I ar og, RE: © — 8 r My 7 * ">. 8 n L PERS ar — 
.. SA — 4 2-8 . = P 3 — 2 . — 


Fr ns 

2 B * 2 

"IC + ts h * 
r 


1 
_ 
+: #9 
= 
hk.” 3. 
1 4 7 1 
1 
2 
* 
9 L 
"7 
4 a 
© 
I 
* 
Y 
. 


9 | Lrernrns Nu iy 


round with Gold; and ery'd, We are undone, Betrayd 
- F preſently thought of my Writings; and ask'd him 
whether they were ſafe. In a Werd he told me he 
had loſt the Box, which contain'd the Letters ſent 
from the Miniſters at the Port to me, and that his Slave 
a Negro, whom he kept in his Houſe} was miſſing. Thou 
may ſt imagine, ſage Miniſter, That this News put me 
into no {mall Confufion. I preſently ſuſpected that this 
Villain of a Negro had got the Iritings, and was gone 
to Cardinal Mazarini with em: But then recollecting 
with cooler Thoughts, that this African underſtood not 
Arabic, in which Language alone Elinchim and I us'd to 
converſe; and that conſequently he never could 'know 
our Affairs, or read the Letters, which might tempt him 
to ſuch a Treaſon, I was at a loſs what to think of it: 
Neither am I better fatisfy'd now; though I have ru- 
minated on it ' theſe twelve Hours: Only 1 think, if 
Cardinal Mazarini has theſe Papers in his Cuſtody, ' he 
would have given Orders before this Time to ſeize the 
ſappoſed Titus of : Moldavia; for ſome of theſe Letters 
take Notice of my having aſſumed that Name: But T 
cannot perceive any Attempt bas been made in that 
kind, or that any body has been to enquire for me at 
my Lodging; for I ſet Spies to obſerve; as ſoon as I de- 
parted thence with Eliachim, which was about Noon. 
We are now together in a Friend's "Houſe, where we 
ſhall continue *till we hear farther of this Event. As 
yet we are in the Dark, and full of Fears; but Time, 
which bringsall Things to Light, willconvince'us what 
ante... 8 
In the mean while there is little Nevvs, fave a Diſ- 
courſe of a certain Convention at Norembergh, and the 
eat Jubilee which is celebrated at Rome, where they 
y, the Chriſtians Chief Mufti, the Week before their 
Beriam, or Euſter, 'waſh'd the Feet of twelve Pilgrims ;- 
and that Cardinal Ludoviſio entertain d nine Thouſand 
of theſe De votees at once with a very magnificent Feaſt. 
They ſay alfo that the Pope will get this Year two Mil- 
Hons of Sequins, by the Reſort of Pilgrims to that 
1323p r VF ORE TS LEG 


* 
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The King of Denmark's Reſident at this Corr? has 
receiv d a Letter, which certifies him that his Maſter” 
has declar d Prince Chriſtian his Son Succeſſor in the 
They talk alſo of a Marriage lately ſolemniz d, be- 
tweeen Charles a German Count, and Charlotte, Siſter to 
the Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſel. e ene ene 
But that which moſt takes up Mens Ears, and em- 
ploys their Tongues and Thoughts, are the Civil Wars + 
of this Kingdom; which is all in a Flame, by Occa- 
fion of the Impriſonment of the Prince of Conde, and 
his Brothers. The Citizens of Paris are very jocund, 
at the repeated News of the King's ill Succeſs; for 
they wiſh not well to his Arms, whilſt employ'd againſt 
the Mal- contents. e e ee 
IIluſtrious old Grandee, I wiſh thee the Years of Ne- 
ſtor, and thoſe calculated by Full Moons of Proſperity. 
But 1 pray Heaven avert from thee ſome of his Mo- 
ments, wherein they ſay he was tormented with the 


9 — 


5 Gout, as I am at this Inſtant: It is a Pain hardly to be 
, ſupported. * e 1 1480 
[ Paris, 11th of the 6th Moon, 

t ef the Year 1650. | 

q 15 
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at 5652519 eee e 
A Y the God whom I adore, and by his Shadow, 1 
. ſwear there is no Diſloyalty in Mahmut, yet his 
2 Life is full of Temptations and Perils. The Box of 
"mw Letters I mention'd in my laſt, is irrecoverably gone, 
nd and laid up in the Bowels of the Zarth, if we may be- 
mY lieve the Confeſſion of a Man; every Angle of whoſe 
lil Heart has been ſcarch'd with exquiſite Torments, even 
hat do Death. TEINS et : 
"= MOT Se Hiachim's 
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- Eliachim's Slave, the Negro whom. I ſpoke of, mi- 
ſtook that Box for one very like it, out of which he 
had often ſeen his Mafter take Jewels: for this is the 
particular Merchandiſe of that Few : And the Weight 


of each was not ſo unequal as to rectify. his Error. 


Lucre tempted him, and the Deſire of Liberty; whilft 


the Darkneſs (for he committed the Villany before Sun- 


. rifing) and his own guilty Fears, conſpired to baffle his 
intended Theft. The Boxes ſtood together, (fo careful 


was Eliachim of the fublime: Secrets as not to venture 
em in a Place leſs ſecure than that of his Jewels.) 
and the Villain haſty to be gone, and confounded for 
want of Light, took up that wherein were the Wi- 
tings, inſtead of his deſigned Prey, the Jewels. He 
went directly into the Ficlds, purpoſing to bury this. 
ſuppoſed Treaſure in the Earth, in ſome private Place 
where he might take it forth at Diſcretion : But firſt 
opening the Box, to ſupply himſelf with ſuch Stones as 


he thought would be unqueſtionable Pawns for Money, 


to anſwer his preſent Neceſſities, that ſo he might the 
better provide for his Concealment ; he was aſtoniſhed, 
and his Heart became like Lead, when he found nothing 
but Papers full of Characters, to which he was wholly 
a Stranger. A Thouſana Reſolutions preſented them- 
ſelves to him in that Agony of his Mind, and he knew 
not what to fix on. Sometimes he thought to carry 
the Box back again as he found it; and fince his Deſign 
had been thus ſtrangely baulk'd, to content himſelf till 
another Opportunity. But then he confider'd *twas too 
late to return before his Maſter would miſs both his Slave 
and Box; for the Sun was now far advanced in our 
Hemiſphere, and Eliachim is an early riſer. In a word, 
therefore he thought it the ſafeſt way to bury it in 
the Ground, as he firſt intended had it been the Box of 
Jewels, and ſo ſhift for himſelf. Propoſing to himſelf 


this Advantage in hiding the Papers in a ſecure Place, 
that if they were of Value he might at any time make 
— — with his Maſter, by diſeovering where 
( Were. : MS 2 1 1 F 
All that J have here related is drawn from his ewn 
For Eliachim ſoon 
hearg 


Mouth in the midſt of Tortures. 


2 Spy af Paris. 93 
heard of his fugitive Negro, who was ſeiz d on the 
Road to Lyons by ſome Correſpondents of this Jew. 
Who having Intelligence of it, took Horſe immediate- 
ly, and went to the Place. He did not think it ſafe to 

make a publick Buſineſs of it, or to arraign him before 
| the appointed Judges of the Country; but relying on the 
Fuſtice of his Cauſe, and the Right of a Maſter, he pri- 
vately put him to Tortures of divers Kinds, in a Houſe 
\ Where he could command any thing. „ 
The ſtout African at firſt deny d that he had medled 
with any Box, ſaying, he eſcap'd purely for the ſake of 
Liberty. But when a Succeſſion of divers Torments had 
quite overthrown his Conſtancy, he confeſſed all that 

J have already related. Eliachim ſtill ſuſpecting worſe, 
and that he only fram'd this as a plauſible Story, to be 

freed from, or at leaſt to refpite the Pains he ſuffered, 
caus'd ſharp Thorns to be thruſt- under the Nails of his 
Fingers and Toes; believing that the Extremity of ſo 
ſenſible a Pain would extort the true Secret from him. But 
he could get nothing elſe from the poor excruciated Negro, 
though now almoſt ready to expire, than that he had hid 
the Box under Ground in a certain Corner of a Field out of 
the City, to which he knew not how to direct Eliachim, 


: but promis d to ſhew it him if he would carry him alive 
a to Paris. | 4 2 
f This wasno hard Task to perform in the Opinion of 
nf the Few; it being but a Day's Journey to this City from 
the Place where they then were. But he was deceived 
” in his Hopes; and now all the Applications and Cordials 
. they could uſe, came too late; for that very Night the 
ri Negro breath'd out his Soul. | — 
ga However, when Eliachim came to Paris, he tollow'd 
a7 the Directions of his dead Slave, as well as he could, 
IE in ſearching every Corner of the Fields on that Side of 
a the City where this Black had been ſeen to go out. 
* But all to no Purpoſe. He could find nothing; nor 
— have we any Hopes ever to ſee that Box again. Let 


we I have many. Qualms of Fear, leſt ſome time or o- 
= 25 it ſhould come to light, to our Diſadvantage and 


— re 


"Ms LETTERS Vrit by - 
I deſire thy Inſtructions, ſage Governor of the Capi. 
zal City, how I ſhall deport my ſelf if it be my Lot 
to be diſcover'd. As to the remaining Box, which 
has in it the Tranſcripts of my own Diſpatches, I. 
have taken it home to my Lodging, believing it 
will be as ſafe here as in the Houſe of Eliachim: Fi 
that faithful Few is no more exempted from Contin- 
gencies than my ſelf; And I have no Servant to be- 
. | ** 
This Kingdom abounds at preſent in Treaſons and 
Rebellions. The French ſpare not to maſſacre one ano- 
ther for the fake of a Paſſion: While the Spaniards make 
their Advantages of theſe inteſtine Feuds ; for under Pre- 
tence of N the Princes of the Blood, they get Foot- 
ing in Picardy, from whence it will not be 25 to expel 

them. Leopold, Arch. duke of Auſtria, is at the Head of 
the Spaniſh Army, and has taken ſeveral Towns belonging 
to the French King. e, e nn I 
When the uarrels of theſe Infidels will end T am 
not ſollicitous; my Thoughts being ever taken up in 
the Service which I owe to the Empire of true Be- 
. V 
Is cannot bid thee adieu, illuſtrious Kaimacham, till I 
have aſſur d thee ] am macerated with Zeal for the Grand 
Seignior. | | 
Paris, 23d of the gth Moon, 
| of the Year 16716. 
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LET TFT III. 
To Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of te 
rot > 116 een e tr ch 4.5 
| AE I had perus d thy Diſpatch, wherewith thou 
6H haſt honou'd thy Slave Mahmut; and I was 
full of Joy for the continued Demonſtrations of thy 
Friendſhip 


Is . : 
; 4 SP at Parts. of 
Friendſhip and Protection; ſo my Breaſt conceived an 
Indignation at the Affront which has been offer d to 
the ſublime Port by the Cham of the Turtars, in pre- 
fuming to demand the Twrelage of our auguſt Emperor. 
It is an e to the Miniſters of ſupreme Fuftice and 
Honour, ' Lights of the Imperial Divan, to whom is 
committed the Cognizance of all human Events; the 
illuſtrious Vizirs, who manage the Affairs of the mighty 
and invincible Sultan Mahomet, whoſe Throne may God 


| fortiſie, till the Moon ſhall no more appear in the Hea- 
; t eee $0. 03003 0 NN 4 
, -; Thoſe People have been ever thirſty of Rule, and tis 
a number'd among the Virtues of their Anceſtors, that the 
g enlarg d their Dominions by the keen rw of their 
1 Swords. But in all the Regiſters and Archives of the 
£ Empire; it has not been found, that any of that Nation 
g challeng da Right to govern our Sultans, 3 during 
ä their Minority. It is ſufficient that they ſhall have the 
m Honour. (according to the ancient Capitulations) to ſuc- 
in ceed in the Throne of the Oſinau Princes, if ever that 
e- Sacred Line ſhould be extinct: Which God avert; till the 
final Gonſummation. 0: 00 VE CNT 
11 It is a Wonder they demanded not alfo his Royal Bro- 
nd thers, the other Sons of Sultan Ibrahim; that ſo they 


might at one Blow cut off the whole Oſman Race, and 
take Poſſeſſion of the vacant Throvwe. © 
I have not heard any thing theſe many Moons what is be- 
come of thoſe high-born Infants; whether they are alive. 
or ſacrificed to the Jealouſy of the Sultan, as has been 
the Cuſtom. Here are various flying Reports concerning 
them. Some ſay that thou haſt convey'd away Sultan 
Achmet, and that he is privately educated in the Houſe of 
a certain Georgian. The Bleſſing of Mahomet be upon 
thee, and refreſh» thy Heart if thou haſt taken this 
Care to preſerve the Life of an Oſman Prince, vhich 
is 596 precious than a Hundred thouſand of common 
Birth. eee ive of ed ou, og ee 
As for Sohman and the reſt of that ſublime: Race; the 
French give em over for loſt; and I cannot contradict 
em, for want of true Intelligence. Beſides L have Reaſon 
to fear it is too true, in regard it has been the cruel * 
. of 
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1 ſc⸗heir Brethren as ſoon as they aſcended the Throne; or to 
| | 22 to a more lingering Death and Martyrdom in 
Fee they 175 1 PHE Fran 1 . 
Tis true indeed, our preſent Sovereign is not yet ar- 
rived to thoſe Years wherein Children — loſe 
their native Innocence. I believe he ſuſpects none of 
his Brethren, nor harbours any unkind Thoughts againft 
their Lives. Yet Cruelty may be inſinuated into his 
tender Years by the Artifices of his Mother; __— 
againſt thoſe of his Father's Blood, that did not alſo 
ym of hers. For Sultan Ibrahim, thou know'ſt, 
Children by other Women beſide the Sultana- Va- 


The Malteſe think they have one of theſe Royal In- 
>fants in their Poſſeſſion . Thou knoweſt the whole 
Story of thy Predeceſſor's Voyage toward Egypt, with 
his beautiful Slave and her Son, whom theſe Infidels ho- 
nour as the Off. ſpring of the Grund Seignior. Thou art not 
ignorant alſo, that this Infant, with his Mother, were ba- 
niſh'd out of Jealouſy, by the Order of her who bore in 
her womb Sultan Mahomet, our glorious Sovereign. The 
Remembrance of which makes me tremble for the ſake 
of the young Princes, if there be any yet remaining alive. 
It is in thy Power to certify me, and in doing ſo, thou 
wilt rid me of much Anxiety. | 
l am but a Slave of the Slaves who ſerve the Grand Seig- 
nior; and tis not decent for me to deſcant on the Actions 
of our moſt abſalute Monarch whoſe will is not to be con- 
troul'd: But I am ſtill a Man, and have ſome Share of 
Humanity and Reaſon. Thou alſo art my particular 
| Friend, and wilt permit me to diſcoyrſc with freedom. 
1 Was it not a Sloody Feaſt, to which our King's Great 
| Grandfather Mabomet III. invited nineteen of his Bre- 
thren on the Day of his Inamgurutiun? Was it not a 
cruel Act, to cauſe thoſe Royal Gueſts, in whoſe Veins 
ran'the Blood of his own Father, to be ſtrangled before 
they departed from his Table? No leſs inhumane was it 
of Mahomet; the late Vizir Azem, to guide the Hand of 
chis our preſent Sovereign, when but fix Years old, and 
incapable of knowing what he did, to ſign a Marrant 


for 
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for the Execution of his Father. Well may the Nazarenes 
call us Barbarians, when they contemplate the Empire 
or he Muſſulmans, ſupported by ſuch unmatural Me- 
thods. F e @ 
Thou that haſt the ſuperlative Honour of being the 
immediate Guardian of our young Emperor, wilt par- 
don the Liberty I take. Aſcribe all to the Force of 
my Zeal and Loyalty. Thou art valiant and wiſe. 
Protect thy Charge as the Chryſtal of thine Eyes, which 
thou wilt not ſuffer to be hurt by the Duſt of the 
—_— ß — ˙- ons EC 
„ Paris, :14th.of che-roth Mοfỹ  . : -{... ,.: 
JJ 309... |... ot. 1216 has 1466 
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NJ Oovithitanding all my Philaply, 1 have not Com. 
mand enough of my Paſſion, to conceal it from 


thee, who haſt always been the Partaker ot my un- 
equal Fortunes. Whatever Magnanimity ot Spirit I pre- 
tended to formerly in my Sickneſs, tis at preſent. over- 
come by the Defire of Eaſe. At that time I remember 
ſome Stoical Conſiderations made me induſtriouſly hide 
from thee the tormenting Pains 1 felt. I endeavoured; 
to diſguiſe my Sufferings, and to paint my Miſery in 
ſuch Colours, that it could hardly be diſtinguiſhed from 
Happineſs. . But now I have not Courage enough to 
hide from thee my Fears and Apprehenſions: And all Se- 
neca's Morals are too little to hinder me from eomplain- 
ing of the Uncertainty that we daily experience in hu- 
man Affairs. This is a Theme ſo popular, that were 
not my particular Misfortunes very preſſing, twould 
make me ſick to ſay any thing on a Subject, that has 
been in every Man's Mouth fince the time that our firſt, 
Father appear d among the Trees. Therefore thou may ſt 
Vor. IV. 1 9 
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be afſared, 1 am not going about to make a Decla- 


mation, or play the'Orator; to expatiate and make 
large Deſcants on the Hſtability of all Things: What 
I have to fay, refers to my ſelf, and no Body elſe, 


fave to thoſe who are the Occaſion of my Melan- 
r enen 


| 85 N | 4 UE 2 f . i 
In the roth Moon of the laſt Vear, I ſent, a Letter 
th Kenan Baſſa, the new Haſnadar Baſſy. 1 have a Copy 
of it by me, as I always retain of Whatever Diſpatches 


I ſend to the ſublime Port, whether to the publick Mi- 


niſters, or my private Friends. 

I have perus'd this Letter ſeveral Times within theſe 
eight and forty Hours, and can find-no juſt Ground of 
Offence, which that Grandee cou'd take thereat ; unleſs 
he. was angry with me for defiring him te be careful 
in tranſmitting my Money. As for the Reſt, I only 


obey' d the particular, Inſtructions I received from Ma- 


homet the late Vizir Azem; who commanded me not to 
ſpare the greateſt Miniſter of the Port, If I had Reaſon 


either to counſel or to reprehend him: For faid he in 
his Letter, To this End art thou plac'd at ſuch a Diſtance, 


that beſides the Service thou doſt our Sovereign. in diſclo- 
ing the Secrets of the Infidels, thou may ſt alſo be free 
to write, whatever thou thinkeſt will conduce to his Intereſt, 
without ſtanding in fear of the Revenge of the Grandees. 
Thele were the very Words of the prime Miniſter of the 
Ottoman Empire. in ee | 

Now I only told him of ſome Miſcarriages in his 
Predeceſſors, warning him to be . wary in his Station. 
Either he was offended at this Freedom I took, or be- 
cauſe I preſum'd to adviſe him how to order my Bill. 
Be it which-it will, I have a ſevere Reprimand from 
the Reis Effendi, whom I have the greateſt Reaſon in the 
Wotld toeteermt'my rien. 

It wou'd never have vex'd me had he wrote plainly, 
and not diſguiſed his Sentiments. But all was obſcure, 
fying one blunt Expreſſion, which convinc'd' me, 
That the real Ground of all this Anger was my Ter- 
a to Kenan, urherein T deſir d his Care as to my Mo- 
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Can that Miniſter blame me for being apprehenſive of 
Want in a foreign Country, a Region of Infidel, where 
I have no other Commerce but with Courtiers and Stran- 
gers? where if I ſhould be in the leaſt ſuſpected, they 
would preſently put me in Priſon, which wou'd hazard 
a Diſcovery of the ſublime Secrets? Does he not know - 
that Money commands all Things; and that the greateſt - 
Potentates obey the Power of Gold? It cannot be ima- 
81 but that a Man in my Poſt has a thouſand preſſing 
ccafions for Money, which tis troubleſome to expreſs; 
and 1 have had very wrong Notions of my Employment, 
it I deſerve on this Account to be reproy'd and threa: 
ten d with ſuch politick Circumlocutions: For the Se. 
cretary charges me with Unwillingneſs to continue in 
the Service of the Ever-happy Port; as if he thought 
my Fidelity were corrupted, or that J had an Inclination to 
the Nazarene Intereſ. 1 ONES) i» D0ES 
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J tell thee,” my Dgner, Perfidy I ever abhorr'd: This 
appears to me the moſt terrible and odious of all Vices ; 
I could bear the Guilt and Reproach of a great many 
Crimes, which have leſs of Malice in their Conſtitus 
tion. I am not aſhamed of many venial Frailties which 
I daily commit, though the Law is ſevere againſt them. 
But cou'd any Man accuſe me of wiltul Treachery and 
Ingratitude, I wou'd pray inſtantly, That the Lumina- 
ries of Heaven might be extinguiſh'd, and that no terrene 
Subſiance might henceforth have in it the leaſt potential 
Light ; that 10 I might neither be capable of ſeeing my 
ſelf, or of being expos'd to the Eyes of others: And the 
better to eſcape the Confuſion which would attend 
that horrid Guilt, I would not only avoid human So- 
eqns * if it were poſſible I wou'd run away from 
my ſelf. 3 a 

After all this, methinks ſuch a Temper need not be 
ſuſpected, as averſe from the Intereſt to which he has ſo- 
lemnly ſworn. N 

I wou'd not have troubled thee with the News of any 
other Affliction; but to be ſuſpected of what I never 
was guilty of, and to be menac'd in dark myſterious Terms, 
tot by an Enemy, but by "7 Friend, and one who has 
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ut a Loyalty to my Truſt, 
it 1 forget that I am a Muſſulman, 5 and therefore 
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© Paris, zoth of the 11th Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. 5 #1 4 
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J F thou wilt permit me to learn ſomething from Hu/- 
1 2andmen,they ſay, tis not profitable to plow the Fields, 
1M whoſe barren Glebe brings forth nothing but Briars and 
all Thorns. Such are the Grounds of Paſſion and Anger a- 
”_ mong Friends; Let em lie fallow for ever. Perhaps 
ai; 8 thou wilt call it Preſumption in me, to challenge ſuch a 


a Friend, thou wilt claim a Right to reprove me. Be 
it how it will, Reproofs make the beſt Impreſſion: 
when they are given with Mildneſs and Moderation; 
eſpecially they 178 5 not to be founded on a Miſtake, 
or falſe Apprehep jon. For t 

diſcharg'd_ in the Dark, which being ſhot at random, 
may, by giving an undeferved Wound, make an Ene- 
my. of a Friend, or at leaſt render a Friend ſuſpected to- 
be an Enemy, © © ee 
But I tell thee, I will not blow up the Embers of a 
Fire, whoſe Flame is extinguiſh'd long ago, and where- 
of by this Time, I hope there remains not the leaſt 


wiſe, had I return'd an Anſwer to thy angry Letter in the 
Heat of my Reſentments, I might have play'd the In- 
cendiary: For I had both Matter enough, and Paſſion ſuf- 


ficient to ventilate the already kindled Sparks. And of 


this I know thou art ſenſible. 

Well; to make the beſt Conſtruction of it: The Haſna- 
dar-Baſſ was affronted, I believe, at the Freedom I took in 
adviſing him; not knowing that I had poſitive Orders to 
doſo, even to the firſt Ain fer of State, if I ſavv Occaſion. 
And to vent his Choler, he miſrepreſented the Buſineſs to 

I chee, hoping by thy Means to awe me into a fawning 

\ rt Acknowledgment o my ſuppoſed Crime. If this was 
T'E thy Intention in writing that ſharp Letter, I ſmile at his 
LR TY” Miſtake, 
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To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 


un Relation between us; Or, if thou owneſt the Title of 


on,. For they. appear. like Arrows 


Smoak. Ineverloy'd to add Fuel to ſuch Caſes: Other- 
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my Friend. Twas but an Overſight in you both; and 
ſo let it paſs. | n 5 
Thy Friendſhip I court, and refuſe not his, nor that of 
any Officer of the Seraglio. I. honour. all the. Baſſa's and 
Miniſters of the Imperial Port: I ſhew to every one the 
Reſpect that is due to his Quality: But Iam command- 
ed to write with freedom to all, and not to ſpeak, as if 
LI had the bearded Head of a Barley Stalk on my Tongue, 
Which is apt to ſlip down a Man's Throat, and threatens to 
choak him that ſpeaks whilſt it is in his Mouth. This 
Charge I firſt receiv'd from the late Vizir Azenm Mahomet, 
and it has been ſince renew'd with freſh Inſtructions 
from others of great Authority. They all tell me with 
much Aſſurance, that one chief End of my being pla- 
ced here is, that being out of the Limits of the Otto- 
man Empire, yet holding a conſtant Intelligence, I may 
freely, and without fear, reprove the Vices, and encou- 
rage the Virtues of the greateſt Governors and Princes a- 
mon the Muſſul mans. Nay, I am threatned with Puniſh- 
ment, and the Sultan's Diſpleaſure, if I neglect any Op- 
portunity of this Nature, or appear partial and timorou: 


I VV 
For it ſeems this is judged the moſt ready and effectual 
Method to reform the Corruptions that are crept into 
Court, Camp and City; ſince every Man is obliged to 
communicate the Letters which he receives from me: 
And they are all regiſtered by thy Care: Whereby the 
Grandees are compell'd, either to live within the Li- 
mits of Juſtice and their Duty, or elſe to be the Diſ- 
coverers of their own Faults; which will ynayoidably 
1 bring them into Diſgrace, if not the Loſs of their Li. 
= berty and Lives; or at leaſt. put them to the Ex. 
| pence, of. coſtly Preſents to make their Atonement, 
lag thou knoweſt ſome Men would almoſt as willing 
y * with their Lives as their Money, which is thei! 
Gol. 33 | e OO Te 
After all this, I ys thou wilt not be diſpleaſed if! 


with Menaces, or ſoftened with Bribes. My. ne 
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Miſtake, but am ſorry for thine, becauſe I eſteem thee 
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the other. Yet I have great Eſteem for the Treaſurer 


and thee, with other Mzzifters who are my, Friends, 
could to ferve ſuch freely hazard my Liberty, For- 


＋ 


at a far higher Rate than my Life. 


Thou mayſt regifter it for a Truth, That an Engliſh 


Ambaſſador Was in the 6th Moon of this Year murder d 


by Villain in his Chamber at Madrid, the Capital Ci- 


ty of Spain. There has been alſo a peat Batre] fought 
in Scotland, between the Army of that Nation, 2775 


maintain their King's Intereſt, and the Forces of the: 


new Engliſh Commonwealth ; wherein the latter ob- 
tain d a f | 

the Spot, taken nine thouſand Priſoners, fifteen thou- 
ſand Arms, two hundred Enſigns, and all their Can- 


non and Baggage. Theſe are proſperous Beginnings of 
that Republick, and redound much to the Honour of 


the Engliſh General Oliver, whom every body extols for 
a gallant Man. And I can aſſure thee the. Meſtern Na- 
tions are not barren of Heroes. Aa 

. Principal Scribe of the Muſſulmans, I wiſh thy Heart 
may be 9 24 1 of the beſt Copies. „ 
Paris, 1ſt of the 12th Moon, | Packs 
"of the Tear 1650, © 
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To Solyman Aga, Principal Chamberlain 


f the Womens Apartments in the Se- 
raglio. 5 . 35 


THESE Tartars, of whom I ſpake to thee in my 
laſt, are a ſtrange ſort of People in their Manner 


of Life. But we muſt not cenſure em, becauſe We are of 


Kin. I ſpeak not of my ſelf; For though I am an 
Arab, yet the greateſt Part of thoſe who ſerve in the 
! F 4 | Armies 
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ne, and any Thing but my Honour, which I value 


gnal Victory, having kill'd three thouſand on 
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„ FR _. 
Armies of the Grand Seignior, are deſcended from the 


* 


Crims. I mean the Spahis and Timariots. Thou know ſt 


the Originals of the Military Orders, and that the are 
more honourable than the Fanizariesz, who being Stran- 


gers by Blood, are 1 up to the Lure of the Sera- 


tlio. They know neither Father nor Mother, (I ſpeak 
to the Tyibutary Youths,) nor have they any partial 
Fondneſs for their Native Country. They are educated 
in a perfect Reſignation to the Grand Seignior, and his 
chief Miniſters; yet often diſobey both, and not ſeldom 
put them in hazard of their Lives. How. many 
Fizirs have been facrificed to a cunning Janixar- Aga; 
Who, to prevent his own Ruin, has tempted thoſe un- 
der his Command to mutiny, and accept of no Atone- 
ment for their pretended Grievances, leſs than the 
Life of the firſ# Deputy? The rigid Fate of Sultan Of« 


nan, Uncle to our preſent Sovereign, will not be for- 


got by thoſe who love the Ottoman Family better than 
theſe baſtard Hectors. Shall the Empire of true Believers 
be ruin'd by the Renegades? Beſides, their Diſcipline is ex- 
tremely corrupted; they marry, and follow. Mechanick 
Trades, repugnant to the auſtere Manners of the pri- 
mitive Guards, who are wholly attentive to martial Ex- 


Were this to come to the Hands of a Fanizary, he 


would curſe me to the Pains which have neither Me- 
dium nor End. Yet I had once a Friend of that Order, 


Caſſim Hali, the chief Aga, a brave Man, and of the 
ſame Sentiments as my {elf : He ſought to reform that 
diſorderly Militia, but was oppos'd by the wiſe Men in 
Power. He wou'd freely have ſacrificed his own Gran- 
deur and Intereſt for the Good of the Muſſulman Em- 
pire; but was over-aw'd by thoſe who had no other In- 
tereſt but in its Ruin. [ 
Thou know'ſt who I mean. Neither am I a Stranger 
to the heroick Bravery of the faithful Solhman, when 
he bearded the Boſtangi Aga on that Account. That 
Gardiner was of the Faction, being the Son of a Ja- 
nizary, and train'd up in all the Practices of the Sedi- 
tious. It makes me aſham'd, when I hear the Infidels 
n + TIT WIEOT #251 n : ET LET upbraid 
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2 upbraid the Wiſeſt of the Wiſe, the ſupreme Monarch on ; 


Earth with Folly, for permitting this inſolent and mutinous 
Soldiery to continue in the Empire. And I tremble to 


think, that one time or other the renown'd Of ſpring. 


of Ertogriel will owe its Ruin and Cataſtrophe to theſe: 
diſloyal Vipers, whom he cheriſhes in the Seraglio:: 
Much more aſſur'd is the French King of his Guards 
of Switzers;, whoſe Fidelity was never ſtain'd with the 
leaſt infamous Brand of Perfidioufneſs, in taking up 
Arms againſt their Maſter, whoſe Bread they eat. Thel 
are mercenary Soldiers, who travel out of their Native 
Country to ſerve Foreign Princes, and will ſned the laſt 
Drop of their Blood rather than betray their Truſt. 
Therefore they are admitted into the Palaces, and nigh: 
the Bed- Chamber of the Pope and the King of France, 
with full Confidence of their Valour and Integrity. 
As for their Country, it is barren and poor, conſiſting 
chiefly of Rocks and Deſerts; which occaſions the 
Youth, who are generally very ſtrong and hardy, to 
ſeek their Subſiſtence abroad, by ſerving in the Guards 
and Armies of neighbouring Monarchs and States. 
Some Regiments of the Switzers now ſerve in the Vars 
of Candy, under the Standard of Vrnice. | | 
There are Veſſels arriv'd lately in ſome of the French 
Harbours, which bring News of the ill Succeſs of our 
Arms in the Siege of Candia; the chief City of that 
Iſland. They talk, as if above two thouſand Mnſſal- - 
mans were blowyn up in the ninth Mn; and that Ch. 
ſaein Baſſa, diſcourag'd by this Loſs, and with the In- 
conveniencies of the approaching Winter, was foxt'd to 
to raiſe the Siege in the Moon of October: 8 
The French magnify the Valour of the Knights of 


Malta, who ſignaliz d themſelves by many brave Acti- 


ons during the Siege: And if all be true that is rela- 
ted of theſe Chriſtian Champions, we cannot in com- 
mon Juſtice deny em their due Character, and number 
ſome of them at leaſt among the Heroes. 
Otherwiſe, we ſhould. come ſhort of theſe Metern. 
Nazarenes in Generoſity, who, with no leſs honourable 
Expreſſions, extol the repeated Courage and invincible 
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106 LETTERS Vrit by 
Conſtancy of the illuſtrious Chuſaein, and the Alacrity 
of 2 the Nuſſulman Soldiers in the Service of our great 
pol | ers in the Sc | 


4 


dice of the Janixaries; who, after t 


to the Day of the Earth-quake, and to a Term ans. 


* ä 
5 7 
* 


Yet they cannot forbear reflecting on 1 the Cowar- 
ice of the Fanizarierz who, after that Ex Blow, had 
they ſtoutly maintain'd their. other Poſts, that brave 
Baſſa wou d not ſo ſoon have quitted the Siege of this 


As for other News I have little to xequainy thee with, 


France, 


The Queen of Sweden, we hear, was ſolemnly com 


in the tenth Moon of the laſt Vear, having declared for 


. Succeſſor Carolus Guſtavus, Prince Palatine, and her 
rouſin, _ reads, at net eee 
In the ſame Moon died the Prince of Orange; and ſoon 
after the Count d Auaux, a French Grande, and Miniſter 
of State. 1 


N 22 bd OS SIR} S150 *71 N 2. 
In the mean time rejoice to hear, that my old Friends 


are alive and flouriſhing; and that the K not is not looſen- 
ed which was tied in our Youth. May it continue firm 


o 


Ys Paris, 29th of the 1ſt Moon, 15 
| of the Year 165% 


LETTER 
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4 SH a. PARIS" 


20 Kiſur Darmelec, Secretary of tbe 
Nazarene Affairs at the Port. 


; 


15 the Name of God and his Prophet, what Occaſi- 
Lon hadſt thou to ſend me ſuch an angry Letter; 
thou that art thy ſelf but a Slave, as I am, to the Slaves 
of him. whoſe Throne is above the Flight of the Eagle! 
Doſt thou think to frighten Mahmut into ſordid Com- 
4 with thy Ambition, whom nothing can terrify 

o long as he preſerves, himſelf free from any Stain of | 
Diſloyalty? I tell thee I'm another Achilles, invulnera-- 


ble all over, fave the Soles of my Feet, which are the 


Emblems of our moſt tender Affections. There thou 

may'{t wound me with the ſoft Arrows. of pretended! 
Friendſhip. But if once thou appeareſt with the naked 
Face of an Enemy, I'm preſently on my Guard: 70 

Thou accuſeſt me of many Crimes whereof. I was 
never guilty, loadeſt me with a Thouſand undeſerved 
Reproaches, and all to vent thy Choler: Threatning 
me with Revenge, becauſe I once excus'd the 3 
of my Addreſs. to Minezim Aluph Baſſa, then newly 
veſted by our munificent Sultan, by laying. the Blame 
on the Badneſs of the Ways, or the Inſolence of Sol- 
diers, by whom. the. Poſts are often intercepted in Time 
of War : Or, in fine, on thy Neglect in not ſupply- 
ing me with more early Intelligence. Wherein *tiseaſy- 
to diſcern, that thou wert the laſt I wou'd accuſe to 
that Miniſter, tho' thou wert R the Fault. For 
I was afterwards 5 Lek bh 9755 N 
retarded by any impaſſable Roads, nor ſtop'd by:the Or- 
ders of Ty ien, but arriv'd here at BN 3 
tom'd.. Seaſons... Wherefore thou haſt no Reaſon to be 
offended at me, unleſs it be for the Shortneſs of my: 
Accuſation, and that it was defective in Malice. 


Thou would'ſt take it ill, if in my own Defence I: 


ſhould complain to- the Vizir Axem of. thy frequent 
| 8 Neglects⸗ 
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Neglects in this kind. But I ſcorn to vindicate m 

ſelf at the Price of another Man's Diſgrace and Peril. 
Only I adviſe thee to forbear Threatning. It is a Re- 


flection on thy Prudence to menace a Man who has no 


other Reſentments of 'thy Paſſion, than to own himſelf 


_ oblig'd to thee for ſo open a Diſcovery of it. Would'ſt 


have the very ſpleen of my Humour? I ſmile at thee. 
Thou has made me as jocund as Democritus. If thou 
know'ft not who I mean, he was a pleaſant ſort of a 
Philoſopher, to whom all human Actions were Objects 
of Mirth. There was another whining Sage that | 
petually wept. The moſt comical ' Paſſages, and ſuch 


as 'moy'd all Men to Laughter, drew Floods of Tears | 


from his Eyes: His Name was Heraclitus. It is hard 
to determine which of theſe two was in the right. 
But I think T-am not much in the wrong to be a 


little pleaſant with thee ; Perhaps it may put thee in- 


to a better Humour. However, I would not have thee 
be diſpleaſed with thy ſelf for being of ſo peeyiſh a 
Diſpoſition. Tis oblery's, that paſſionate Men are al- 
ways beſt natur'd, and free from facred Malice. Choler 
is as neceflary as our Blood: Without the latter we cou'd 
not live; andif we were void of the former, our Lives 
wou d be as unactive as that of Snails and Oyſters: We 
thould be abſolutely Drones. . 5 
Hippocrates, the famous Phyſician, ſays, This Com- 
Nexion is the moſt noble of all the four, transforming 
Men to Heroes, and refining our earthly Mold, to a Con- 
ſtitution like that of the inmortal Gods; whoſe Bodies, 
* the Poets, conſiſt wholly of an athereal 
iin; OO MIRO LUBOR LR "UAE CONT © 20YE SITES 7 
Therefore be not diſcouraged, neither repine at a 
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a Spy at Parts. 109 


Se r And be aſſur'd, I will do thee no Harm, ſo long 
as thou obſerveſt that Rule. 

In fine, I adviſe thee to order thy Steps like s Man 
that is walking in the Bags of Egypt, where, if he ob- 
ſerve the Track of thoſe who have gone before him, he 


may be ſafe; but if his Foot {lips he ſinks i in the Are. 


Such i is the Life of Courtiers. 
Jak > 18th of the 2d Tm 


7 * Minezim dard. Baſſa. 


TN Shen Beg innin r the laſt Year I ſent thee a Dif- 

'patch, wh erein I acquainted thee with the Impriſon- 

ment of three Princes of the Royal Blood of France; now 
thou ſhalt receive the News of their Liberty. 

They were releaſed by an Order from the King on the 
13th 15 6 of this Moon, and arrived in this City on the 
16th, which was Yeſterday, attended by a numerous 
Cavalrade, conſiſting of ſome Princes, divers of the 
Nobilizy} and Gentry, and, one would think, of half 
the Citixens of Paris. Even thoſe who triumph'd laſt 
Year, and made Bonfires for their Confinement, Yeſ- 
terday throng'd out of the City to welcome them Home 
with Acclamations ot Joy, and to congratulate” their 
Releaſe. - So fickle: and inconſtant a Thing is the Mul. 
titude, driven hither and thither with every artificial De- 
claration of Stateſmen, or Pretence of Faction. 

But there were divers Princes and Noblemen, who, 
from the firſt Hour of their being ſeiz d, reſolved not 
to leave a Stone unturn'd to procure their Freedom. 
The Grandes that were their Friends, retir'd to their 
Governments, and rais d Rebellions in the Provinces. All 
the Kingdom was harraſs' d with Civil Murs. The Parlia. 
dente decreed againſt the Court; and there wanted not 
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110 ULETTERAS Writ by 5 
Cabals of ſeditious Courtiers, even in the Palace of the 
King, to undermine the Royal Authority; vrhich 
the Cardizal Miniſter thought to eſtabliſh, by the Impri- 
ſonment of the Princes. In all Places the King's Intereſb 
ran retrograde. LOC tart 04 pt io ttot 
Thou wilt not wonder at this when thou ſhalt: know, 
that the Princes of France are not Slaves to the King, 
like the Baſſa's of the moſt ſerene Empire, who owe 
all their Greatneſs to the ſole Favour of our munificent 
Sultans. Theſe Princes enjoy all that and more by In- 
heritance, which our Grandees acquire only by their 
Merits, and the Smiles of their Sovereign. Hence it is, 
that their Intereſt is rivetted in the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple, who revere the Blood Royal, in whatſoever Channel 
it runs. | 

Therefore thinking Men blame the Cardinals Con- 
duct in this Affair; ſay ing, there was neither Juſtice 
or Policy in it. Indeed, if a Man's Wit is to be mea- 
fur d by the Succeſs of his Contrivances, the Cenſure 
ot theſe People is true; for the Cardinal ſeems to have 
m en its otter dfperts 3.0 nach 

As ſoon as he perceiv'd the King was, preyail'd on 
by the Importunity of his Uncle, the Duke of Orleans, 
and the Parliament of Paris, to releaſe the Princes, and 
that they had at the ſame time earneſtly. begg'd of him, 
that this Miniſter might be removed from the Court; he 
ſuddenly pack d up his Moveables, and-withdrew pri- 
vately towards the Place where the Princes were con- 
fin d: Hoping, that though he had loſt his firſt Point, yet 
he might make an indifferent after- Game, by going in 
Perſon to the Royal Priſoners, and aſſuring them, twas to 
him they ow'd their Releaſe; ſince it was in his Power 
to carry em away with him, as alſo thoſe who brought 
them, the King's Mandate. For he travelled not without 
a conſiderable Guarl. 


is ſaid the Princes receiv'd him with ſeeming Com- 
pliments and Addreſſes of Civility ; . promiſing; their 
Friendſhip to the Cardinal, now a voluntary Exile, and 
in a worſe Condition than themſelves. | 


It is very ſtrange that fo great a Miniſter, who inheri- 


—— 


ted all that abſolute Power which his Predeceſſor Roe 


=P Wo ro puns a, as e828 


2 


4 SV at PARIS. 111 


had at this Court. ſhould thus on a ſudden abandon his 
Fortune. But it is en he is not Dane m pick 
Stravys. Fach! 

Hdwever, he hag by this. timely. Flight, eroded: the 
* of ſeeing himſelf compell'd to depart by an 
Arreſt. of Parliament, "which was publiſhed within two 
Days after he was gone; commanding him to depart the 
Kingdom within fifteen Days. 

The wiſe Miniſter foreſavv this Diſgrace approathinng 
and therefore thought it more becoming his Honour to 


depart of his own Accord: Having ſtill the Advantage 


to reproach the State with Ingratitude, in that they 
have reduced to ſuch Streights, the Man by- whoſe au- 
ſpicious Conduct, France has been elevated to an extraordi- 
nary Grandeur in Europe. |: 

By this thoù may ſt compichend, Dufrions Baſſs, 
that there's no Stability in human Greatneſs ; but that 
the heels. of a Courtier's Life, run thro”: unequal. Tracts, 
often ſticking in the Mire of the Valley; and not ſeldom 
threatning to overthrow: a Man, and caſt him head- 
long from the Precipice of a Mountain. Againſt theſe 
inconſtant Turns of Fortune I adviſe thee to be arm d 
with Moderation; ſince no Man can avoid his Ee 

Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, 
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Am glad to hear "US art alive. Thy Letter came 
in a good Hour ; for I bear a true Affection to 
thoſe. of — Blood, and have been particularly anxious 


1 


for thee theſe many Vears. The Sun has zine times 


meaſur d the twelve Signs of the Zodiack, ſince I re- 
ceiy'd thy laſt Letter * . or ee ln 1 
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of thee: It ſeems thou haſttrayell'd a great Part of the 
Earth during that time nt 35 008 
- *Twas kindly done of thee, to remember thy ſick. 
Pucle's Requeſt: wherr thou wert at Aleppo; in making 
Oblations for his Health to Sheigh Boubuc the Santone; 
and diſtributing Corban to tlie Poor, in honour of Sytana 
'Fiſſar. KEE: Ks heck * nnen WITCH Y- 37 . # * 
Thou haſt ſent me a large and ſatisfactory Account 
of thy Ober vation: in as Yet I am ſorry thou: 
hadſt not time to penetrate into the Religion and Secrets 
of the Indian Bramins. I am more ambitious to pr 
into the Wiſdom and Learning of thoſe Philoſophers, than 
into any other Species of Knowledge whatſoever, Me- 
thinlcs tis pity the Records of ſe vaſt an Antiquity ſhould 
be conceal'd from the reſt of the World, and only known 
to thoſe happy Prieſts: I proteſt tis impoſſible for me 
to think of it without Envy: But perhaps it is the 
Will of Heaven to lock up thoſe Myſteries in the remoteſt 
Provinces of the Eaſt, as a Reward of their Conſtancy, 
in adhering to the Traditions of their Father, which 


know no Origin; and as a Reproach to all other Nations, 


who,in Matters of Religion. have been mutable as the / inds. 
I. have convers'd with ſeveral Jeſuits and others, who 
bave been in the Indies; but they ſeem to relate all things 


partially, out of a natural Averſion for the Manners of 
the Eaſt; and I knew not how to diſprove em *till 


thy Brother Peſtelihali undeeeived me. He has alſo vi- 
ſited thoſe Parts, and reſided a conſiderable Time in 


China. It is à difficult thing for a Traveller to keep 
himſelf within the Bounds of Truth in his Relations; 


but I belieye he has not exceeded. Thy Journal touches 


but lightly the Indian Affairs, not having Leiſure, as thou 
telleſt me, to obſerve much. However, thou haſt made 


Amends int 


ad ad om 4 _- 


a SPX at PARIS. 113 
Eiſtorians tell wonderful things of theſe Parts; Hero- 
dotus mentions a ſort of People in Africa, whoſe Bodies 
were more yenomous than Serpents. Theſe affronted 
once at the Winds for driving the Sands of Libya into 
their Country, and filling up all their Wells and Streams, 
enter'd into a War againſt the Kingdom of &olus; but 
the South Wind met em in their March, and buryd em 
under Mountains of Duſt. | e 
I do not repreſent thisto thee as a Truth, tho? related 
by that learn'd Grecian. Thou may'ſt repute it for a 
Fable, as I do, but let this Paſſage be a Hint, that I expect 
from thee none but ſolid 2 1 i 


It would pleaſe me to be aſſured of one Thing, which 
perhaps thou haſt heard of when thou waſt in Barbary. 
Very credible Authors report, that when the Phœnicians 
were expell'd by the 1/raelires, and driven into this Cor- 
ner of Africk, they ſet up two Pillars of Marble, where- 
on they engraved theſe Words, as a laſting Monument 
of their Expulſzon, WE ARE A REMNANT OF 
THOSE, WHO FLED FROM THE FACE 
OF FOSHUA, THE ROBBER, THE SON 
0 The firſt Invention of Ships is by ſome aſcrib'd to theſe 
8 People, whom Neceſſity taught to ſeek Reſt on the un- 
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f quiet Ocean; fince the more turbulent Sons of Jacob 
I would not permit them to enjoy any Repoſe on the 
1 Land, having harraſsd em from one Place to another, 
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in till at length they drove em to the very Borders of the 
p Earth. But thou knoweſt, the Chineſe pretend to the 
3: Uſe of Ships many thouſand Years'before this Depreda- 
tion of the Iſraelites. Every Nation aims to be efteem'd 
the moſt ancient. And when there was formerly a Diſ- 
ute between the Egyptians and Scythians on this Point, 
twas adjuſted in fayour of the latter.” But the Chrono- 
bygies of the Chineſe and Indians far exceed all others in the 
World. For they ſeem to out-ſtrip Time it ſelf in Anti- 
quity ; at leaſt, they tranſcend the common Date of the 
(( oo eee 
I have heard a Traveller aſſert, that as he was journey ing 
thro* the Deſarts of Libya, he diſcover'd an Altar of Stone, 
with this Inſcription on it, in Grecian Characters, I PO- 
e 855 LYSTRAIUS 
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LYSTRATUS OF ATHENS, HAVE CONSECRATED 
THIS ALTAR, TO ALI. THAT is GOOD. IN 


HEAVEN; AND IF THAT ALL BE BUT ONE, 


W SOME SAY, MAY THAT ONE ACCEPT MY 
I I defire thee to inform me, whether thou haſt ever 
ſeen ar heard of ſuch an Altar when thou wert in thoſe 
Parts. You Travellers muſt expet this kind of Trouble 
from your Friends: Every body is naturally inquiſitive, 
and delirops of Knowledge. SIE | 2 
Till be acceptable alſo to ſend me an Abſtract of the 
preſent State of Fex. I ſhould be glad to hear of the 
Health of Abel Melec Muli Omar, the Superior of the 
magnificent College in that City, built by Al Habu Emor, 
King of the Country. They ſay, it coſt him Two hun- 
dred and forty thouſand Sequins... s. 
*Tis added, That in Fez, there is a Moſque near half a 
League in Circuit; in which are as many Gates, as there 
. in the Revolution of a Moon. And that the Num- 
ber of the Pillars which ſupport it, is equal to the Tear 


of the Hegyra wherein it was founded; being encom- 
paſſed alſo by ſeventeen high Minarets, befides inuume - 


rable Domes and Terraſſes ; having alſo 900 Lamps burn- 
| ing in it by Night, and 300 Windows to let in the Light 
of the Day. The Revenue of this famous Moſque is 
ſaid to be 36500 Sequins. a Year. They relate many 


it. Of all which I deſire. thee to ſend me a 


Account. 


in the Ancients, concerning a certain ſubtle African, whoſe 
Name was P/aphon. This Man had train'd up a Farrot, 
to repeat very frequently theſe Words, P/aphon. is à great 
God. When the Bird had perfectly learn'd his Leſſon, he 
let it looſe; which being accuſtomed to a Domeſtick 
Life in a Cage, fled not preſently to the Fields, but 


- o * * . 


y the People to utter the aforeſaid Sentence aloud, and 


very often. They, ignorant of the Quality of Parrots, 


and led with native Superſtition, eſteem'd it an Oracle 
from Heaven. Wherefore, immediately flocking x] the 
1 88 : ; | a ouſe 


E 


other Things of Fez, and the Provinces belqoging to 
diſtin 


I had almoſt forgot one Paſſage, which I have read | 


erch'd on the Temple of the Town, whereit was heard 


Grand Seignior in ell the 
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Houſe of Pſaphon, they offer'd Sacrifice to him, and in 


all Reſpects treated him as a Divinity. i. | 
©: Whether this Story be true or no, tis certain Tdolatry 
had no better Foundation than Artifice and Lies: Unleſs 
we fhall conclude with the Poet, That Fear made the 
7/4, Gods in the World, Couſin, let there be a frequent 
Intercourſe between us. It will be profitable to thee 
"FR. Ye , a 
OT . TT es 
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Is a Cuſtom in the Court of Rome, That every 
Natlon of the Vſt has a Protector among the 


» 
PL 


Cardinals there, who are Princes of the Roman Church : 


Such 1 efteera thee, in the molt exalted Court of the 


. ß ²7˙ʃ! ore, i LOT 
Arabia gave thee thy firſt Breath: But thy own Me- 
rits have lifted thee up to the Dignity of a Baſſa, a Prince 
of the Ottoman Empire, whoſe Limits far exceed thoſe 


* :; 


of the modern, or even of ancient me. 


Tis from hence our Country men addreſs to thee, as 
to their Patron, uſing thy Power and Mediation with the 

in all their Neceflities. ' 
Among the reſt, wonder not that the humbleſt of thy 
Slayes, Mahmut, the Son of thy Father's Neighbour, 
falls at thy Feet ina Time of -great Diſtreſs, in the Ago» 
nies of his Spirit, the Hazard of his Fortune, and Pe- 
1 * his Honour, Which he values more than his 

ite. | 


* 


I complain not of the many repeated Abuſes and Con- 
tempts I hay received from ſome in the Seraglia, * 


n 
3 


whom it belongs nor to meddle with Things gut 0 
their Sphere, much leſs to diſcourage the faithful . 
and Mi oners of the Grand Seignior. Vet the Perlecu- 


| » 
% Hy = 
tions I have felt from their Hands are ſuch, as would 
drive another Man, leſs patient of Injuries, either to 


x ; 4 


They have vility'd all my Conduct in this Station; re- 


proach d my beſt Actions with the odious Charatter of 
| Imprudence and Di ſloyaley; and miſrepreſented the ſmalleſt 

Peccadilloes, (for LEE alſo I have the Mufti's Diſpenſa- 
tion) under the ignominious Title of Infidelity and Athe- 
iſn. In a Word, they thirſt atter my Blood; Nothing 
will ſatisfy their greedy Malice, but my Life. 


I never was afraid to die, fince I perfectly underſtood 


what it is to live. Nor can I be fond of protecting my 
Breath, when my Great Maſter ſhall Veal to call for a 
Surrender of it, for whoſe Service only it was given 
me. But it would render the Scene of my Death tra- 
gical, and ſtrew my Paſſage into the other World with 
Thorns, to be ſent out of this, under the Notion of a 
2 who have ated my Part without a real Ble- 
mi Riss r 31 1288 54% $a ha 8 
Lingi, that learned Tutor of the Royal Pages, was th 
firſt that broach'd this Enmit 5 againſt me ; (for I haye 
forgot the Prevarication of Shaſhim Iſtham, the black 
Emmch, ſince the Time he ackgowledged his Fault with 


much-Candour and Ingenuity.) Twas that Athenian So- 


phiſt, who debauch'd the Integrity of my Couſin Soly- 


man; and perſuaded the unwary Youth to enter into 
2 Conſpiracy againſt his Uncle, . But I reprehended my - 


Kinſman's Folly in one Letter; and his Anſwer, though 
late, convinc'd me, that he was not guilty of Malice, 
ſo much as of Raſhneſs and Credulity.. I was extreme- 
Iy oblig'd to the Kaimacham for his Benignity and Friend- 
215 in this Affair. The good old Miniſter had a real 


indneſs for me, and took no {mall. Pains to penetrate 
into the Cauſes of my Couſin's eager Paſſion and Malice- 


againſt me. At length he found it to be only the Prac- 
tices of Tkingi, who took Advantage of Solyman's Tem- 
| 58 equally loyal and flexible, inſinuated into his youth- 

a] Mind monſtrous Ideq of me; and, in fine, ſet him 
- a railing at. me with a fierce kind of Liberty wherever 
ke came. The wiſe Baſſa ſoon. open d my Kinſman's 


1711 
* 1 \ 


3 


r 
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Eyes, brought him to his Senſe; and the Iſſue of all 
was, That Solyman writ me a Letter of Apology. 

But ſince this, the Maſter of the Pages has laid new 
Trains for me, and drawn a great many more to his Par- 
ty. He has corrupted Muſtapha Guir, an Eunuch, and 
Page to the old Queen; with whom I once held a Cor- 
reſpondence, and, as I thought, had contracted a Fami- 
liarity and Friendſhip; but, it ſeems, it was only an Ap- 


pearance, without Reality. I could give thee along Liſt 


of thoſe, whom this Academick has taught to ſlander 
Mahmu: ; but 1 will not appear ſo revengeful : Be- 
as this is not the only Grievance of which I com- 
Shall I remonſtrate to thee, moſt excellent and ſerene 


Baſſa, the true Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs? I am weary of 
living among Infidels. Favour me with thy Aſſiſtance. 
and Interceſſion, that I may have leave to retire from 


this Place, and vindicate my ſelf before the Faces of my 


Enemies. And having had that Honour, rendring alſo a 


juſt Account of the Affairs wherewith I am entruſted, 


I may viſit my Native Country, and ſpend the Reſidue of 


my Days in Arabia, the Scene of all our Prophet's great 
Actions, the Place where J firſt drew my Breath. I lan- 
guiſh for the Aromatick Air of Admoim, the Chry ſtal 
Fountain, and cooler Shades of that happy Province. I 
long to ſee the Groves which encompaſs the Village of 
my Natzvity, the Turrets of thy Father's Houſe, and the 
Moſque of Haſen the Prophet; for tho I took no Notice 
of theſe Things in my Infancy, yet having once ſeen em 
in my riper Years, when I was able to make more laſtin 

Reflections, I ſhall never forget theſe delightful Objects 


| io 77 2 live. , 


If this be an Infirmity, pardon it, illuſtrious Arab, ſince 


it is natural toall Men. Thou, thy ſelf, haſt enjoy'd the 


Pleaſure of reviſiting that ſweet Region: Pity Mahmut, 
who burns with Deſire to taſte the ſame. 

Or it this ſhall be thought too great an Indulgence to 
the poor exil d Mahmut. yet it will be eaſy for thee, who 
art a Favourite, to obtain of the Grand Seignior, that I 


may at leaſt be recall'd from this Employment, and ſome 


body elſe ſubſtituted in my Place, There are thoſe a- 
AS Lad | * 
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mong my Enemies who are ambitious of the Fatigue; 
and Iking?, my old Friend, would exchange all the Ho- 
nours he is poſſeſs'd of in the Seraglio, for this obſcur 
yet hazardous Poſt. Tis Pity but ſuch a Man's Thirſt of 
„„ „%% V] 
But if after all that I have ſaid, my Superiors ſhall think 
it expedient to continue me here, I am refign'd; only 
deſiring, That from henceforth my Slanderers may be 
ſuſpected, as Men ill affected to the fablime Port, for tra- 
ducing a Man that has waded through a thouſand Diffi- 
culties,, Temptations and Perils; and ſery'd the Ottoman 
Empire in this Station Fourteen Years, without making 
a falſe Step, or tranſgreſſing the leaſt Point of his In- 
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ſtructions. 


F hear that Chuſaein Baſſa is made Vizir Azem. The 
French have a very great Opinion of his Valour. They 
are generally impartial Critics in martial Affairs, ſcorn- 
ing to deny a brave Enemy his due Character. 
Me are at preſent barren of other News, fave a new 
Arreſt of Parliament againſt Cardinal Mazarini, and all 
his Kindred and Creatures; whereby they are declar'd 
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Jogue of Crimes, whereof per ups they were never 
CH are alſo ſome flying Reports of the Cardinal's 
Death: who, fay they, bs poyſon'd himſelf for Grief 
of his ill Succeſs in this Court. But. I eſteem this only 
5 the Froth of his Enemies Malice, who really wiſh 
Hm dead; and, to diſcourage his Friends, give it out 
Ov ate pope Long 
6 verw 46] I commit my Affairs to thy Protection; 
beſeeching thee, to do the Office of a Countryman and a 
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Friend, to the Betray'd for God. | 
Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon, 7 | 
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To Chuſaein Baſſa, the Magnanimous Vi- 
ir Azem, and Invincible General of the 
Ottoman Forces iz Candia. 51 7 


| 1 Am not much above forty three Vears old, yet have 
ſeen great Changes in the World, mighty Revolution. 

in Kingdoms and States, and tlie Death of many Sovereign 

Monarchs, illuſtrious Generals, and wiſe Stateſmen. Doubt- 
leſs, all ſublunar) Things are ſubject to Viciſſſtude. There 

appears nothing conſtant and ſettled, but the Heavens and 

Stars: They indeed perſevere in their immutable Cours 

fes, never change their Orb, nor ſtart from their eternal 
Poſts. The. Sun riſes and ſets at his accuſtom'd Hours; 

and the Moon exactly obſerves the determin'd Periods 

of her Excreaſe and Wane: Theſe vary only as the Sea- 

ſons of the Year, with exquiſite Regularity and conſtant 
men 12S, „ 

© But here below, there is an univerſal Tranſmigration and 

Merempſychoſis of States, and Forms of Things ; a perpe- 


6 tual Flux and Reflux of human Events. Men die hour. | 


£ ly, and others are hourly born to ſupply their Places. 
| One Age treads cloſe upon the Heels of another. And 
4 we, who live at preſent, as we walk in the 8 
it of our Fathers, ſo ſhall we follow them down to the 


Grave, where our Fleſh, by a new Metamorpho ſis. ſhall _ 


15 be turn'd into the Bodies of Worms, Inſects, and Ser- 
v4 pents ; and What ſhall become of our Souls is uncers 
„ eee eren e oft OD: 
I was born in the Reign of Sultan Achmet, from whom 
our preſent Sovereign is the fixth Emperor, that has afs 
cended the py Throne of the Ortomans. May God 
grant him along Life, and a Series of Years bleſs d with 
Heaven alſo, to perpetuate thy new "Office to the laſt” Pe. 


riod of the Sultan's Life; and in wiſhing this, I fay all 
that ein be expected. | we | 


But 


acontinual Health, and Victory over his Enemies. 1 P ray 


Is n r pg; at 
— s * 
> 0 — a 
— r — 
2 * th ” "ITT 
2 _— — A 
* 2 „ 
o —_— A 
£2. 


Ke. + 


. wet, SOIT THT 
{ak . 


3 
= 25 was. ous 
= \ 
* LOT 


* 


* * 
ſl 4 4 1 EAT \ 
co * ai ”_ na nant K n 5 
* 9 T7 i N FS. 1 1 + Mo ta r c * * N e Lanes _ \ 
F e ee 
. . ,, 


* 
= 
*. 
N 
bY 
14 
* 
7 
2 


3 f N 3 
At - > 


* ID $— > 


7 
14 
17 
19 
1 
1 
* 
4 
4 
bl 
4 7 
Y * 
=O 
: on 
8 * 
, ? 
n * 
b . 
* 
1 
* 1 
Enn 
15 
1% 
4 
5 
* 
Iu) 
+ 1 
K. 
LY, 
* * 
e 
— * 
+ 
76 
"1 
F 
i 7. 
wor. 
K 
Pao. 
4X 
15 
* 
1 
+4 
H 
2 
. 
Eo 
4 
3 
757 
Ws 1 
J 
* 
* 
4 
9 
F 
oy 
7 
* 
= 
1 
75 
ba” ©; 
N . 
2 
GS 1 
T3 
N N 


2 


2 Pra {£3 — 
WE.” dt) hee 


CS ho nt 
4 Gan? 9 8 5 


— 
—. > . 5 4 


CID ESE We 
—.— 


3 


* 
n | g 
Py — 1 « * x 5 * 2 
is - wi.) 4 — 8 — „ 
R * eh: © — — r 5 
= — - „ A — o ? * * 2 


r 
. 
+ 


2223 2 — 
I Pad 
lr 
7 
— 


— 12 
. r 


2 
— 1 
r 
— 


" 
= 
TT 
; 
y : 
1% 

. 

#1 

'Y 
bh E 
8 
! 1 
1,1 

1 

9 
1 

$3 
it * 
* 
il * 

i 

6 
mg | 
tl P \ 
11 

4.108 
Wh 10 
. 
. 
. 
4 . 
| 

— ' 

ll | 

fn 

. 

"wh 

i! 

ng | 

4 
=y 

11 


* 


But when I reflect on the frequent and bloody Trage- 


dies that have been acted in the Seraglio ſince I can re- 


member; and the many Sacrifices that have been made 


of Sultans, Vizirs, Baſſas and principal Miniſters of State, 
| beſides the Maſſacres and Butcheries of meaner Perſons, 


it makes me melancholy amidſt the Joys I conceive for 


thy late Exaltation; and fills me with Fears leſt my good 


Wiſhes to the Grand Seignior and thee, who art his Right 
Hand, ſhould by ſome ſiniſter Decree of Fate, be almoſt 


as ſoon diſannull'd as pronounc'd. 1 pray Heaven avert 


my melancholy Preſages. e ee 
The Death of the old Queen (the News of which is 


lately arriv'd at this Court) does but revive and encreaſe 
my Apprehenſion of greater Tragedies to come, becauſe 


one Act of Cruelty ſtill propagates another: Revenge is 
prolifick, and Miſchief is never at a Stand. Tis true in- 


_ deed, as it is not decent to inſult oer the Aſhes of illu- 
ſtrious Perſons; ſo neither has a royal Muſſulman any 
F 


great Reaſon to mourn for the of a Woman, by 
whoſe Connivance her Royal Son, and our late. Great 


_ Maſter Sultan Ibrahim, fell a Sacrifice to the Muft?'s In- 


dignation. *Twas an unnatural Part in a Mother: And 
we may ſay, the divine Fuſtice has overtaken her, in ma- 
king her Grandſon ſign the Warrant for her Death, with 
the Conſent of that very Mufti, at whoſe Inſtigation ſhe 
had conſented to the Murder of his Father. | 


Yet after all, may ſhe not have left behind her a Party 


in the Seraglio, or at leaſt in the State, who will ſtudy 


to revenge her Fall; or, however, do ſome Miſchief to 


prevent their own! Let me not ſeem to contradict my 
own Arguments, and whilſt I plead againſt Revenge and 


Cruelty, appear an Advocate for thoſe inhuman Paſſions: 


I do not mention the pn, Creatures of this unhap- 
Py Queen, to excite in thee falſe Sentiments of Juſtice, 
ſuſpicious Chimeras of a poſſible Conſpiracy, and ſo ſtimu- 


Atte thee to puniſh them by Anticipation for Crimes of 
which perhaps they never will be guilty. I rather ſug- 


gelt theſe Things, that after ſo many Tyagedies in the 
Royal Family, a Stop may be now put to future Miſchiefs; 


leſt whilſt Men purſue a particular and ſelf-intereſted Re- 


+ 1 VERNE 
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venge, the Contagion ſhou'd ſpread, and Crueliy become 
univerſal and infinir e 
Let it ſuffice, that no leſs than three of our Sultan⸗ 
have been depos'd and ſtrangled within theſe thirty 
Vears: Not to mention the Deluge of Royal Blood that 
has overflow'd the private Chambers of the Seraglio, 


perors formerly reigning. 


the Priſons of the Ottoman Princes, Brothers or Sons to the 


1 Theſe were barbarous Cures of untimely Jealouſies; 
and it is pity that ſuch Royal Maſſacres ſnou'd ever be 


repeated again. Why ſhou'd the Poſterity of Ottoman be 


in this Regard the only uxfortunate Princes on Earth? 
Were it not much more noble, and equally wiſe, to take 
the Meaſures of Ethiopian Policy, where to prevent Se- 
dition and Diſcords about Succeſſion, the Princes of the 
Blood are confin'd indeed, but to a very pleaſing Liberty. 
Whilſt they have Palaces, and Parks and large Fields at 
command; are ſerv'd by a princely Train, and deny'd 
no lawful Pleaſures within the Pale of their Reftrainr. 
For there is an exceeding high Mountain in the Coun- 
try, the Top of. which is very ſpacious, containing large 
Tracts of Ground, many beautiful Seraglio's furniſh'd 
with whatſoever can contribute to the Enjoyment of 
theſe Princes, or at leaſt to compenſate for their Want 
of greater Liberty. This Mountain is environ'd with 
a high and ſtrong Wall, having but one Entrance, and 
that guarded by Soldiers, ſo that no Man can go in or 
out who has not the Emperor's Warrant, or at leaſt a 
to Permiſſion from the Prime Miniſter of State: For he, 
ny upon, the Death of the Emperor, immediately calls a 
nd Council of the ſupreme Officers, who, from among theſe 

impriſon'd Princes, chuſe him whom they think. 
moſt worthy to ſucceed. The reſt, who never felt 
the Appetite to Feign, (for they are carried to 
this Place in their Infancy, and kept in perpetual 
Ignorance of State- Affairs,) paſs away their Time with- 
out Envy, or repining at the Exaltation of their Brother, 
addicting themſelves wholly to the innocent Delights of 
that rural Life, or to the Study of Books, whereof they 
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treating of Matters of Divine and Natural Speculation. 
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have great Plenty in their Libraries, and thoſe altogether 
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Whereby, tho they know nothing of State--Artifices 
and Intrigues of Courts, yet they become able Philoſophers, 
and vers'd in all the Liberal Science. 
Wou' d to God our Ottoman Princes (I mean the younger 
Brothers) had but half this Liberty granted them, then 
the Infidels wou'd have no Reaſon to call the exalted Port a 


* 


But we muſt not find Fault with the Actions of our 


Sovereigns, though they tend to the Scandal and Ruin 


of the Muſſulman Empire. Vet I know to whom 1 
write theſe Things; having often heard thee declaim 


againſt this barbarous Cuſtom of ſhutting up the Royal 
. Off-ſpring in a Dungeon, without Light or Comfort, dur- 


ing their Lives; which many times are alſo cruelly ſhor- 


ten ' d by the Hands of the Executioner. 


But turning our Eyes from the Tragedies of the Eaſt ö 


let us fix them on the Affairs of the Nazarenes in the 


eſt. 5 | r 
The chief Diſcourſe at preſent is about a Marriage 
lately ſolemnized between the Emperor of Germany and 


the Dutcheſs of Mantua. She is his third Wife ſucceſ- 


fively; for Polygamy is not allow'd, even to the Sove- 
reigns in theſe Parts, where the Prieſts bear all the Sway. 

The .Poſt from Sweden informs us of the Death of 
General Torſtenſon, of whoſe Exploits in Germany thou 
haſt often heard. That Empire is very unfortunate, 
ſpending its Time and Vitals in unprofitable Aſſemblies 
and Conſults, whilſt her active Enemies take whole 
Provinces from them with Eaſe; but this need not 
grieve us. d eie tx Labs 
Great Atlas of the Muſſulman Empire, I wiſh thee 
the Continence of Scipio, the Fortune of Alexander, and 
the Temperance of Cato; who, when he was marching 
through the Sands of Libya with his Army, all ready to 
expire with Thirſt, and one of his Soldiers brought him 
his Helmet full of Water, asarare Preſent in that gene- 
ral Diſtreſs, gratify'd the Soldier for his Gift, but ſpil 
the Water on the Ground, laying, That fince there was 
not enough to ſatisfy the whole Army, he wou'd not 
taſte a Drop; and that he was unworthy to be a . 


* 


: SI af Pants. . x31 
who wou'd not endure as much Hardſhip as the mean- 
eſt Soldier. | | 5 5 
Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon 
of the Year 1651 


A 


"LETTER XVI. 
7 CNaſſouff, Baſſa of Natolia. 


Raiſe be to God, Lord of the ſeven Heavens, and of 
all that is within their Circumference: Theſe 
Weſtern Nazarenes are always a quarrelling. They are 
reſolved to do their Parts towards the fulkling the Muſ- 
ſulman Predictions, and thoſe of their own Prophets. It 
makes me ſmile to ſee theſe Infidels employing their 
Arms againſt each other, contending about perry Rights 
and Poſſeſſions, whilſt they negle& the General Conſer- 
vation and Defence of Chriſtendom, from the impetuous 
Torrents of our invincible Armies. | 
The Eledor of Brandenburgh is enter'd into the Dutchy 
c of Mons with confiderable Forces, pretending to adjuſt 
A I know not what Differences between thoſe whom they 
4 call Catholicks and Proteſtants. Pe 
'. MW  *Twould be too tedious for a Letter to run back to 
e the firſf Original of this Var, and trace it down from 
8 above a hundred Years ago to the preſent Time. Be- 
ſides, tis of no Import to a Muſſulman, to hear a lon 
5 Story of the Marriages, Deaths, Heirs, and Law-Dif. 


putes of theſe petty Infidel Princes. Yet that thou may ſt 
2 know ſomething of it, I will relate the whole Buſineſs 
"> il as briefly as I can. | | 


In the Year 1546, William Duke of Mons, Fuliers and 
Cleves, married Mary, the Daughter of Ferdinand 1. Em- 
peror of Germany, and by this Match obtain'd of the Em- 
pero? (whom they call Cæſar, as they did the ancient 
Emperors of Rome, whoſe Succeſſor be pretends to be) 
ſome Privileges, touching the Succeſſion of his Children, 
and their Right to his Dominions; and particularly, that 
this vaſt Eſtate ſhould not be divided, but reſt in the 

G 2 5 entire 
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entire Poſſeſſion of one Heir- Male; or in Default of. 
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that, it ſhould deſcend to the next Female; which, as I 


am told, is a Cuſtom in Germany; that ſo the Gran- 
dexxa and Authority of Princely Families may be ſup- 
-ported. | FANG 


I will not trouble thee with the Particulars, which 


-would take-up a Volume. But in ſhort it appears, that 


notwithſtanding all the ſtrict Proviſion that was, or 
could be made, this great Eſtate, after it had remain'd 
fixty Years united, was at length divided between two 
Princes, both claiming an equal Right to the Whole; 


yet to prevent Wars and Effuſion of Blood, each was 
, contented with Half. Theſe were Wolſang, Duke of 
Newburgh, and Erneſt, Marquis of Brandenburgh. In 


whoſe Families the parted Succeſſon has continued to 


this Day. 


The Occaſion of the preſent Quarrel is their Diffe- 
rence of Religion; the Duke of Newburgh being a Ca- 
tholick, and he of Brandenburgh a: Proteſtant. It ſeems 


the Brandenburghers had formerly made Inroads on thoſe 


of Mons and Fuliers, carrying away Captive their Prieſt; 
and Derviſes from their Altars and Convents, and detain- 
ing them in Servitude for many Years, contrary to cer- 
tain Articles that had been drawn up between them. 
They alſo uſed*em with great Cruelty, and committed 
a thouſand Inſolencies on the Roman Imaums where-ever 


they got them in their Power. 


Thus their Affairs continu'd till the late Agreement at 
Munſter, Since which time the Duke of Newburgh en- 
deavour'd to free his Subjects from their former Calami- 
ties, and reſtore Things to their ancient State. 
The Elefor of Brandenburgh making this an Occaſion 
of War, has now invaded the Dominions of the ſaid 
Duke. He is not gone in Perſon, but has ſent a good Sol- 
dier, whom they call O:ho Spar, with. four thouſand Men, 
to begin the Campaign: Who, tis ſaid, will be follow 
by a greater Army. e 
But before he took the Field, the Hector of Branden. 
Burgh had an I, terviem and Conference with the Duke of 
Saxony about this Affair, who is alſo a Preteſtant: 2 
. - Hong tha 
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that *tis thought no ſmall Diſturbance will ariſe in tie 
Empire. All Joy and Peace to true Believers! : 

He of Brandenburgh has caus'd a Declaration to be 
ſpread abroad full of ſpecious Pretences, - that ſo his Con- 
queſts may be the, more eaſy. He talks of nothing but 
reſtoring the People of Juliers and Mons to their ancient 
Liberties and Rights, both in Civil and Religions Matters, 
promiſing the faireſt Things in the World to thoſe that 
obey him, and receive his Armies with Friendſhip: On' 
the other ſide, threatning to treat thoſe who reſiſt him 
with the utmoſt Severity that is due to Traytors and Re- 
bels; and all this for the Sake of two or three inſignifi- 
cant: Ceremonies and Opinions wherein they differ; mere 
Trifles, literal Whimſies, the Sport of their Doctors, the 
Spawn of wanton and luxuriant Brains. For no greater 
was the original Differences between the Lutherans and 
thoſe of the Roman Church: One will be fay'd by the 
Strength of his - Fancy, which he calls Faith, without 
doing any good Work towards it: The other toils all his 
Life-time to merit Heaven, and thinks he can never do 
enough to obtain his End; He wears out the Pavement: 
of Churches, and makes the Skin of his Knees like that” 
of a Camel, with perpetual kneelingand praying to Ima- 
ges and. Pictures. And after all, they may be beck danmed 
for ought I know for their ill Lives: They tear and de- 
vour one another like wild Beaſts, and think to gain Pa- 
radiſe by their unnatural Zell. 
FThe Druke of Newburgh has publiſh'd a Manifeſto againſt 
the Proceedings of Brandenburgh, and ſolicited the Duke” 


of Lorrain's Aid, as alſo that of Leopold,, Arch-Duke of 


Auſtria. - What will be the Iſſue no Man knows; but 
oft-times a {mall Spark kindles great Fires: And it is 
not impoſſible, that this little Feud may ſet the whole En- 
rr nn 
Mighty Baſſa, I pray Heaven bleſs thee with Peace, 
Health and thy due Revenne.- If theſe be not enough to 
make thee Happy, I wiſhthee an Increaſe of Hondurs, and 
8 glorions. Fatignes which Mortals court as their, Way. 

to Blzſs. | m_ 

Paris, 2oth of the 7th Moon, 

e the Tear 1651. 5 
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LETTER XVIII. 
2 To Uſeph Baſſa. 5 


8 me not: I have an equal Eſteem for thee, 
as I have for the other Baſſas and Miniſters of the 
Divan. But I find ĩt difficult to pleaſe any. They are 
captious, and every one wou'd have all my Letters ad- 
_ dreſs'd to himſelf: As if I were plac'd here to ſerve 
particular Intereſts, and not the Publick. However, I 
can but acknowledge the tacit Honour they do me in be- 
ing ſo covetous of poor Mahmut s Correſpondence. I 
wiſh I were in a Condition to be more partial: Then I 
wou'd quickly make thee and ſome. others ſenſible, 
whe are the Perſons for whom I have a peculiar Re- 
* as the Caſe is at preſent, I muſt obſerve the 
r I have receiv'd; and by turns write to 
Wberein, if I fail of Arishmetical Proportions, I will 
make amends by the Rules of Geometry: If 1 write 


but ſeldom to ſome, I defire that the Length of my 
Letters, and Solidity of the Matter, may be accepted gi 
as a proper Supplement. | es TE Co 
But thou haſt no reaſon to complain on this Score, dre 
unleſs it be with thy ſelf. for travelling into remote bel 
Countries, whither 1 know not how to follow thee true 
with Letters, or any other Way. Beſides, the former but 
Friendſhip that has been between us, is a. ſufficient the: 
Counterſcarp againſt all Suſpicion of Neglect on my ope 
Part, who am a thouſand Times obliged to thee for ! 
many repeated Favours. For the Sake of God there- MW But 
fore and all that is Good, wound my Heart no more rem 


with theſe undeſery'd Reproaches ; but believe ſted- fide: 
Ally, that Mahmut can never be ungrateful and — 
. BY | or 


Thy if f 


o 
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Thuy Letter is a Miſcellany of friendly Complaints and 
Compliments. Thou giveſt me a Character to which I 
do not pretend. Tis true, indeed; and I thank God and 
my good Stars for it, that I' was not born Blind, Deaf or 


Dumb. Nature gave me my Senſes free from any manifeſt 


Defect; and I have an indifferent good Memory. When 
I was young I had an Inclination to read Books; and For- 
tune has fince-favour'd me with many Opportunities for 


that Purpoſe. But I found the moſt profitable Study to 


be that of MT SELF, to whieh all the laborious Pains of 
the Schools and Academies ſerve only as a certain Gradation 
and Diſcipline.” Nay, without theſe a Man may attain all 
the Knowledge that is neeeſſary to the Accompiiſhment of 


his Nature; for ſo did the. firſt Philoſophers, before Books 


or Letters vrere extant. If thou wilt be perfectly wiſe, 
read the ALCORAN, and the UNIVERSE ; after that, pe- 


ruſe THY SELF; thou wilt find Matter of Wonder and 


Improvement in each; but moſt of all in the laſt; for Man 
isa Medley of all Things. | 


Were this Leſſon well learn'd and practis'd in the | Court 


of France, there would not be ſo many little Quar- 
rels among theſe Iaſidels; or at leaſt ſuch petty Origi- 
nal: would not produce ſo many fatal Conſequences; - 


From the firſt time the Prince of Conde with his Brothers 


were releasd from their Impriſonment, (whereof I have 
given an Account to Minexim Aluph,) there appear d much 
Coldaeſs in the Queen's Reeeption of em, and their Ad- 
dreſſes to her. Un both ſides they were at a Loſs how to 
behave themſelves, for all their Civilities were forc'd. Tis 
true, there was a ſplendid Umbrage of Reconciliation; 
but it ſoon yaniſh'd. Their ſuppreſs d Paſſions diſcover d 
themſelves by Degrees, and at length broke out into an 
open Enmity. Ihe | 

The. Queen appear d full of Condeſcenſion and Favours: 
But young Conde is as full of his Merits and brave Exploits; 


remembring what Services he had done to this Crown. Be- 


tides he is not void of Suſpicion and Jealouſy, left all thoſe 
Exceſſes of Royal Kindneſs are ftrain'd only to render him 
more ſecure, and ſo entrap him a ſecond time with great- 


er Advantage. The Horror of his firſt Impriſoument is yet 


fm d in his Mind; from whence it will not be eaſy to 
5 G 4 efface 
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efface it. Three principal Servants of the Queen were 


baniſh'd to remove his Fears; for Ihe imagin'd them 


to be Inſtruments of Correſpondence between the Queen 
and his old Enemy Cardinal Mazarini. Vet ſhe publiſh'd- 
a Declaration, ſignify ing, That the Cardinal ſhould be for 


43771 


* 


And this Moon the King being come of Age, invited 
the Prince to the Ceremonies uſual on ſuch Occaſions: 
Which Conde apprehended as a Snare, aud ſo fled out of 

The Event of theſe Emergencies is yet in the fecret 
Pages of Deſtiny: But in all lixelibood a Civil Mar will 
follow. People are whiſpering, caballing, and making 
Parties on both ſides. All the Powder in Paris is engroſſed 
and gone; but no Body knows by whom. + Some ſay 


the Prince is poſted into Flanders; others report; that 


he is retir'd to his own, Government, there to raiſe an 


Army. The moſt L vs that wherever 


he is, he has two hundred thouſand Sequins in Bank 
to give Life to his Deſigns, let them be what they 


will. G 


Think not this News of {mall Importance, ſerene Baſ- 
ſa: But when thou heareſt of the Civil Mars among 
Chriſtians, eſpecially in the Realm of France, the firſt and 
moſt victorious Empire of the Maſt, look on thy: Righi 
Hand and on thy Left, for our holy Prophet, or his Herald, is 
near at Hand, | 1527 Tt e | 
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LETTER XIX. 


To Sehen, bis Coufis at Conſtanti- ; 
„ 0 wap ; | 


qrov delt K what thy Libertini ſin has Lode « on 
thee. L am fick in reading thy 
Letter, full of ” Melinchaly, and the worſt Kind of En- 

2 thou follow'd m3 Abies! : or if "that be con- © 
temn'd,” hadft thou but obey the Precepts of thy Fa- 
ther, an honeſt Man, 2 ap one that went down to the 
Grave in Peace, thou would'ſt have liv'd as happily as © 
other Men; but now 200 art overwhelm'd with Hypo- 
chondriack Vap pours, and Dreams of a fickly Brain, 1 
counſe]tliee to purge thy ſelf with Hellebore ; for thou 
haſt more need 11 t than of Books: In all my Life l ne 
ver heard of ſuch religious Nonſenſe from a ee 
thy aft Letter is ſtuff d with. 

T have no Patience to make Repetitions, or anſwer 
every particular Hhimſey of thine. But in God's Name, 
what makes thee fright thy ſelf with ſuch a wrong No- 
tion of Hell? It is a common Maxim in Nature,” That © 
nothing violent is permanent. Either therefore the Pains of 
the Damm d are not infinitely Intenſe, or elſe they are not 
Eernal in their Duration. Thou wilt ſay, The Alcoran it 
{elf aſſerts the Eternity of thoſe Jurments: But doſt thou 
underſtand the figurative Manner of Speech wade in that 
diuine Book; and in all our Eaſtern Writings ? Is it 908 
common to call a very high Mountain, | Mountain 
God? As if all the Mountains and Valleys of the Earth, 
were not equally his. So to expreſs an uncertain 
length of Time, tis cuſtomary to uſe the Epither ¶ E. 
ternal.] Thus we in ordinary Converſation jay in 4. 
rabia, T love you eternally; F will ſerve you," fight for 
jon, &c. eternally; and the ſame of the contrary Paſ- * 


ſions: And yet we all know vve ſhall live but a few * 
Youth 
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But granting, that the Alcoran ſpeaks in a literal Senſe; 
it does not follow that thoſe Pains. are, without Intervals 
of Reſt. We read of the Tree Zacon, which grows 
in the Center of Hell: But who will interpret what is un- 
derſtood by this Plant?  _ | 8 * 
Couſin, make uſe of thy Reaſon, and practiſe the 
beſt Things. As for our Condition after this Life, trouble 
not thy ſelf ; for no Man knows what will become 
of him when he goes hence. However, we can- 
not believe the Swupremely Merciful delights in Cruelty. 
There is a Path which the Eagle has not wing d, 
nor the Serpent trac d, though tis obvious to both. But 
their own Raſhneſs blinds them, and they cannot diſcern 
the Way of the Wiſe, There are Men of tow'ring 
Speculations, and others very crafty ; neither one nor 
tꝰ other can grope out the direct Road to'Bliſs. If I may 
adviſe thee let Nature be thy Guide. Do nothing but 
what Humanity prompts thee too: Tis this alone di- 
ſtinguiſhes thee from other Animals. Honour the Me- 
mory of thy deceaſed Parents, love thy Friends, and be ge- 
nerous to thy Enemies : Do Juſtice to all Men: Obſerve 
the Purifications and Prayers preſcrib'd by the Law: But 
give no Credit to the Fables of Infidels. It is common 
ere among the Chriſtians, to print Hell with horrid 
Flames and Devils flying up and down with red hot 
Prongs, to toſs the Damm d from Fire to Fire. And their 
Preachers make long and direful F N on the ſame 
Subject: When all the while, neither they nor we know, 
what or where Hell is, or after what Manner the Wicked 
ee a,, 55, „ 
Only the Duminated of God have this Standard of 


Truth; that both our Pains and Pleaſures after this Life, 


ſhall be exactly proportion'd to our Virtues and Vices. 
There is no Malice or Injuſtice in the good Creator of all 
CH TEE ES SHO 
| 8 once again, let thy Senſes be awake, and ſuffer 
not thy Reaſon to dream of Things which have no Exiſt- 
ence. For aſſuredly, God is the moſt impartial Fudge of 
e IEG: x | 
Paris, 22d of the zoth Moon, 
" of the Tear 1651, 
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* Endel Al: Zadi Jaaf, Beglerbeg of 


Dierbekir. 
. the Honour to know thee in Perſon, but have 
heard of thy Fame. So Mortals are unacquainted 


with the Secrets of the fixed Stars, yet we obſerve their 


Euſtre and Rank, and the Figure they make in thoſe re- 
Thy Exploits among the the Curds and Georgians, 
are not unknown in thefe Parts. The Franks, that tra- 


vel in the Eaſt, have tranſported hither ſuch a Character 


of thy magnanimous Actions as makes all Men of 
Honour in love with thee; and l have conceiv'd a par- 


ticular Veneration for thy Virtues. | May God encreaſe 
them with thy Hours, and grant thee a Monopoly of 


Bliſs: M. . 


44 £ + 


Thou art placed in an eminent Seat, and may'ſt with 


Reafon be calbd Lord of Lords, as thy Title imports; for 
thou art Poſſeſſor of the terreſtrial Paradiſe, if we may 


give Credit to the Tradition of the Ancients. They telb 


us, that for a time Adam dwelt there with his ſecond Wife; 
and that the particular Place of his Abode was an Iſland. 


encompaſs*'d with the Rivers Euphrates, Tigris, Piſon, and 


Gihon. From whence it is call'd Meſopotamia by the: 
Greeks; which fignifies, a Region environ d with Ri- 
JJ TI SEALS TG OOTOWYG r Ann 
All the 777 of Aſia have a profound Reſpect for 


this Country. And the Fews relate ſtrange Stories of a 


Tree in Dierbeker which grew Five hundred Miles highs 
in the Days of Adam; which, they ſay, was eut down 


by an Angel, leſt Man ſhould climb to Heaven by it before 


his time. For, it ſeems, Ambition was a Vice early as our 
Nature, and Adam was no ſooner ſenſible that he Was. a. 
N |  Mang, 
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13» LEerTERS Writ by 


Man, but he aſpir'd to be a God, or ſomething like one. 
So great a Charm there is in Honour and Authority. 
They fay alſo, that rabam was born in this Regi- 
on. However, tis certain, if there be any Certainty in 
Records and Hiſtories, that he reſided there a conſiderable 
Time. But thou knoweſt beſt, * what Tradition, thy 
Subjects have of theſe Things. | 

The Chineſe and Indians laugh at all this, as a Romance 
of later Date than their Chronicles, which. make thoſe 
Extremities, of the Eaſe. to be the Stage; of the 100 | 
Mortals, Inſtead of Adam and Eve,. or Alileth, they als 
ſert the Names of the original Parents of Mankind to he 
Panzon and Panaona; whoſe Off- Spring, they ſay, con- 
tinued ten Millions of Years; but at length Were all 
deſtroyed from the Earth. by a Tempeſt from Heaven. 
After whom, they tell us, God created Lontixam, a 
Man with zwo Horns, each as big and tall as a Fee in that 
Country, which they call the Plant ef e 
largeſt and firſt of all Netables. This Man's Harns being. 
prolifick. according to their Tradition, out of the Right 


ſprang a thouſand Men every Day for a Hundred Years; 


and as many Women out of the Lefz, in the ſame Space. 
From whom deſcended all Montals of both Sexes to this 
Day; though we are much diminiſhed in bulk, thro” 
the general Decay. of human Nature, For theſe People 
affirm, that the firſt, Race of Men were all Giants; but 
that through -Intemperance and other Vices, their Off- 
Spring ſhrunk. by Degrees into ſmaller Dimenſions, till 
at length they arrived at the preſent Stature, and ap- 
pear d like Pygmies in Compariſen of the primitive 
Sons of Lantixam. In Confirmation of this, the I- 
dians ſnew to Travellers ſome of their Temples hevvn 
out of vaſt Rocks, with the Images of: thoſe Gigan- 
tick Men, who they ſay were employ'd in the Work. 


- 


Theſe they honour as. Heroes, or Demi- Gods. 


I do not relate this for Truth, but only to divertthee 


in repreſenting the different Opinions of Men. Gd only 
knows how to ſeparate the Truth from Falſpood in Hiſto- 


ries. | 0 
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But ta retum to Dierbeber: This Country is famous 
for the Tower-of Babel, built by Nimrod and his Follom- 
eri ʒ at which Time the Languages were confounded, as 
Moſes relates. Tis remarkable alſo, for the Battel fought, 
between the Parthians and Romans at Harran; and for 
the Death of Caracalla, the Son of Severus, Emperor of 
Rome, who was murder'd by Matrinus, the Roman Ge- 
neral. Theſe Emperors were all calf Czſars," 2s the 
Kings of Egypt were calld Pharaohs and Ptolemies.. 
It ſeems, the Word Cæſar was firſt apply'd to Julius 
the Roman Dictator, for that his Mother dying under 
the Pains which were to give him Life, her Belly 
was ript up; and he drawn forth from her Womb by 
the Hands of a Surgeon. In Memory of Which, he and 
all his Succeſſors were call'd Ceſars; that Word ſignify- 
ing [drawn forth by Violence.] But howſoever the 
Manner of his Birth was, this is certain, That he, and 
forty of his Succeſſors, were hurry'd out of the World 
by untimely: Deaths :- For they either laid violent Hands 
on themſelves, or were murdered by Trayzors. 

If thou wouldeſt have any News from theſe Parts, the 
chief Diſcourſe at preſent is, of a, great Victory ob- 
tain'd by the Polauer againſt the Cofſacks and Tartars. 
And I could wiſh this were all: But the Nazarenes are 
continually made joyful With the' Succeſs of the Vene- 
dans againſt the Ams of the Invincible Empire. They 
beat us by Sea, and baffle e by Land. 
We have not got an Inch of Ground in Candia, during 
the laſt Campaign; but loſt many thouſands of Men, and 
brought the Name of the ſublime Port and wviftorious 

 Muſſulmans, into Contempt and Scorn. Where. the 

Fault lies, God knows. Tis too melancholy a eme to 

inſiſt on Particulars. | | z 


Don Juan of Auſtria has alſo beſieg'd Barcelona by 
Sea and Land. | 


Several Arreſts of Parliament are here publiſſ'd againſt 
the Prince of Conde and his Adberents ; and tis reported, 
the King will recal Cardinal Maxarini from his Baniſh- 
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25 Abdel Mdech Malt Omar; Prefidenr 
f the College of. Sciences at Fe. eZ. | 


H 0 baft forinethy: NN a „Nene from 
me, wherein I mention d the Tenets of a 
certain French Philoſopher, who maintains that 
the Zarth moves like reſt of the Planets, and 
the Sun ſands ſtill, being the Center of this our World : 
For he aſſerts that there are many. 


The Name of this Sage is ne 9 


throughout the World for his Learning and Knowledge. 
He lays as a Baſis of all his Philoſophy this ſhort Poſition 
and Inference, 1 THINK, | FHEREFORE T AM. In this 
alone he is dogmatical, allowing a awful Scepticiſm'in all 
the uncertain Deduitions which may be drawn W — 8 
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ments my Nature craves for. 


1365 LXTTIRRS Writ by 
Pardon me, oraculous Sage, if I expoſe before thee” 
my Infirmities, 1.am-naturally diſtruſtful of all Things. 


This Temper puts me upon perpetual Hinking. And 
that very Act convinces me of the Ti#uth of my Being. 
according. to the Method of this 2 0 But what 
I am, I know not. Sometimes I fancy my ſelf no 


more than a Dream or Idea of all thoſe other Things 


which Men commonly believe do really exiſt; a mere 
Imagination of Poſſibilities. And that All, which we 
call the World, is but one grand Chimara, or Nothing in 
— ũ 7 oi Bet I | 
At other Times, when theſe wild Thoughts are va- 
niſh'd, and my Spirits, tired in the Purſuit of ſuch ab- 
ſtrated Whimſies, begin to flag, and that my lower 
Senſe, awak d by ſome preſent Pain or Pleaſure, rotzes 
my* ſleeping Appetites; when I am touch'd with Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, or Cold or Heat, and find experimentally I 
am ſomething that cannot be a mere Thought 97 Dreams . 


but of a Compoſition which ſtands in need of Mea, 


Drink, Garments, and other Neceſſaries; then rather 
than fret my ſelf with vain and -endleſs-Serutinies; 1 


tamely conclude I am that which I call a Man: I lay the 


Sceptick aſide, and without any farther Scruples or Doubts 
fall roundly to eating, drinking, or any other Refrefn- 


But mo. ſooner have I taſted theſe Delights, when my 


old Diſtemper returns again. I then conſider my ſeif as 


a Being capable of Happmeſs or Miſery in ſome Degree; 
as I ſhall poſſeſs or want thoſe very Delights 1 juſt be- 
fore enjoy d. This is a ſufficient Damp' td 'a thinpinę 
Man, when he knows that he ſtands in need of any 
thing out of himſelf. But tis far greater, when he 
will take the Fains do number all the Train of his parti- 


able to ſupply. IM 


This makes me preſently conclude, that as I am in- 


debted to other Creatures for my ſenſible Happineſs 

examine my Original, and find I am born of Men and 
Women. who' were in the fame indigent Circumſtances 
as my ſelf: And that it is not only ſo with my N 


ſo 
L owe mywery Being to ſbmeifling beſide" my felf. 1 
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Family, but with all Mankind; our whole human Race 
being born natural Mandicapys- from the Homb.. As 
ſoon as we breathe the vital Air, we ery; and with 
rhoſe inarticulate Prayers, beg for Help and Protection 
from others, without whoſe generous Aid we could 
not ſubſiſtta Moment: So por and beggarly a Thing: 
15; Man, from his Birth. This is the Condition of all: 
Neither is a King any more exempt from that cammon 
Character of Mortals, ae the Slave who Heaps the 
Streets. part ox | 
If I could have reſted in this 'Thouphe; I ſhould have: 
been happy For it would have had this Influence on: 
me, either to convince me, that I ought to be content 
with the Condition to which I was born, or, to rid my 
{elf out of ſo deſpicable a State by Deat l.. 
But alas: one Thought preduces another : And. from 
the Contemplatian of our preſent Miſery: in this Life, E 
fall to thinking what will become of us after Death. 
For as we know not mh or where we were before we 
came into this #orld.; ſo there is no human Certainty 
Whither: wie © thall hail ge, or in what: Candiyion we ſhalb be, 
when we. leave it: And therefore, it would be an un- 
pardonable Madneſs, to throw my ſelf headlong into 
a State of vrhich: I have no Ateounr. And to avoid 
the little Miſeries of this Life, which muſt have an End 
one Time or other, caſt my ſelf down a Precipice (for 
ought 1 ene of in Tur ments, which bas no 
Bottom. | 7 IHVAIIA 0419 
hear the. wills of: Immortatiny; the Poets 
of Elizium, the ps 5.70 Prieſts of Heaven, Hell, and 
Purgatory; the budinn Bramins of: Tranſmigration: But I 
know not what or which I nn 
Ae le- tar nee 0 
 Iſpeak after · the manner of Philoſophers 5: ** — 
come to the Faith, the Caſe is alter d. Think not, I 
beſeech thee, that I call in queſtion the ſacred Ora- 
cles, the Revelations of the Sent of God. But I only ac- 
quaint er neee maden, me with: 
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Beings, according as they have been educated: Whick 
many Times tempts me to think, that ene is no- 
thing but the Efe# of Education. 5 

Then I wonder how Men, «when they come to Wire 


of Diſcretion, and their Reaſon is able to diſtinguiſh t be- 


tween Things probable; and mere Romances, can ſtill re- 


tain the Errors of their fancy. Tis natural for Children 
to be wheedled or aw'd intd a Belief of what their Pa- 


rents,” Nurſes or Tutors teach them. But whenthey come 


of Age, they ſoon rectify their miſled Underſtandings, 
in all Things, fave the Aﬀai 


irs of Religion. In this they 
are Children ſtill, tenacious of the ſacred Fables: of their 


Prieſts, and poor gc in MEE my ſomerinice 


even to Death. 

It puzzles me to find ot the Cauſe of = 
Effect, That Men otherwiſe 'endu'd with mature ag 
ment, and an extraordinary Sagacity in all 1 
ſhould yet be Fools in Matters of Religion, and feds 
Things len ſtent with the common _— and Reaſon of 
Mankin t: 0 Ser te 


I could never we Oele toihs ee uf the ancleve 


; Pagans, which acquaint us with the devout Adoratiows - 


they paid to the Creatures of the Painter or Carver, * 
not E ſee the ſame practiſed the Chriſtians: Or 


that thoſe wiſe Men of old could : wallow.the 2 | 
of their Prieſts concerning their Gods and Goddeſſes, - 
s how bigotted the modern 


were I not an Eye Witn 
Nazarenes are to the Legends of their Saints, and the 
Jews to enen eee of the Tal. 


* . eee me vice Mankind geacrally 7 r20n 


under ſo great a Darkneſs, not ſo much = Effect of 


Ignorance as of Superſtition : To behold Men well vers d 


in Sciences, and all kinds of human Learning; yet zea- 


lous Aſſerters of manifeſt Contradictions: in Matters of 


Divinity, rather than oppoſe, or ſo mund. as b ea 
the Traditions of their Fathers. NIP * 
When i behold Mankind . into fo many n 


merable different Religions in the id, all vigorouſly - 


ayer their own Tnets, either by Subtilcy or Vio- 
8 * few or none ſeeming by their ne 
ay | eve 
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lieve what they with ſo much Ardour profeſs; I could 
almoſt think that theſe various Ways of Worſhip were 
firſt invented by Politicians; each accommodating. his 
Model to the Inclinations of the People whom — Ar 
to circumvent. Late in £0 
But when on the other fide I conſider there appears 
ſomething ſo natural and undiſguis d in the furious Zeal 
and unconquerable Obſtinacy of the greateſt Part; I am 
as ready to join with Cardan, and conclude, That all 
this Variety of Religions depends on the different Iufſa- 
ence of the Stars. This was a famous Philoſopher in Eu- 
WU rope; and held, That the Religion of the Fews ow'd. its 
Original to the Force of Saturn; that of the Chri- 
ſtians to Jupiter, and Ours: to Mars. As for the Pa- 
ny he aſſigns to them many Conſtellations and A- 
. * < . x 3 1 - 6 þ4 - 
5 there is ſo equal an Appearance of Truth and 
. Falſhood in every Religion, that I ſhould not know how, 
in human Reaſon, to fix on any. 
Sauberſtition renders a Man a Fool, and Scepticiſm is e- 
nough to make him mad. To believe all Things is 
above Reaſon ;_ to give Credit to nothing is below it: 
I will keep the middle Path, and direct my Faith by 
Reaſon. | nn, | | . 
Tt Faculty tells me, That if I were inclined to à- 
dore the Sun, Moon and Stars for their Beauty and In- 
fluence, I might on the ſame Ground 7 my own. 
Eyes, without which I could not behold their tempting 
Splendors: Or, I might as well pay divine Honour to 
that more intimate Senſe my Feeling, or any of my other 
Senſes, which only render me capable to know the Ver- 
tue of theſe Luminaries. The {ame may be ſaid of the 
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- Elements, and all viſible Being. 
What then ſhall. I adore, or to whom ſhall I return 
Thanks for all the Bleſſings I enjoy (for even in this mi- 
ſerable Life I taſte ſome Happireſs)? To what Being, I 

. ay, ſhall I addreſs my Yows and Supplications, for all the 

_ Goad that I poſſeſs and want? Is it to any thing that 1 
have ſeen or can ſee, or that I can repreſent tomy ſelf 


: 


under a Figure? Is it to any Part of the Univerſe, or no 
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thouſand kind Thoughts for the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
for the Elements, and many other compound Creatures. 
My Soul, and that of the World, are Uniſons. But tis 
the profound Depth of Eternity, the infinite and immortal, 
whois the Diapaſon, and makes perfect Harmony). 
To that Being which has no Reſemblanee, neither is 
divided into Parts, nor eircumſcribd with Limits ; whoſe 


Center is every where, Circumference no where, who 'hatly 


neither Beginning nor End ; To the only Omnipotent, 
from whom all other Things flow, and to whom they 
all return; to whom IJ owe all that 1 have; and will pay 


what I can. And ſomething by his Determination I am 


indebted; and will diſcharge it to thee, Orient Light of 
the Moreſco Muſſulmans; that is, the Duty of an humble- 


Slave, in begs ing Pardon for this Preſuniption.” 7 
he Tear 1e neck 
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Too the Kaimacham 


5 y As the Contemplation of Iſauf Eꝰn Hadrilla; an 


* Arabian Philoſopher, that all Men Were at Arſt ere 
ated in a Stare ot War: For this Sage gave no Credit 


to the Mritings of Moſes, the Fewiſh Hiſtorian and Pro- 
phets; neither cou'd any Arguments perſuade him to be- 

lieve, That all Mortals deſcended from Adam. *Twas 
an Article of his Faith, That in the fancy of the World 


Men were form d of the prolifick'Slime of the Earth, im- 


pregnated by the vigorous Warmth of the Sun, and that 
all other Animait had their Original in the fame Manner: 
But that in Proceſs of Time, the Richnefs of the Semi- 
nal Soil being exhauſted by a continual Spontancons Pro- 


duction of living Creatures, there was no other Way 


perpetuate the various Kinds of Beingt; and multiply the 
Indroiduals but by the ordinary Method of Generation. = | 


2 
2 


4 Spy at PARTS. 14 
which Reaſon Nature ſeems to have ſubdivided every 
„„ © ohio ang tray 0s 
Hence this Philoſopher concludes, ' That at firſt there 

was no nearer - Relation between Man and Man, than 
there is now betwixt a Lyon and a Sheep, or any other 
different Kinds of Animals; ſaving only, That as theſe 
are diſtinguiſh'd by their Forms, in four-footed Beaſts, 
Fowls, Fiſhes, and creeping Things; ſo Men aſſum'd to 
themſelves the Character of rational Creatures: And a 
Principle of | Self-Preſeruation was the firſt Ground of a 
tacit and common League between Men, | againſt the 
reſt of their Fellow-Animals; eſpecially againft thoſe, 
which made a more frightful Figure on Earth than 
we do, and ſeem'd more rapacious, and inclin'd to 
—_— 3 ſuch as Dragons,  Tygers} Bears, Lyons, 
But notwithſtanding this general Aſſociation of our 
Race, againſt the more ſalvage and fierce Troops of 
Beaſts; yet one Man ftill ſtood upon his Guard againſt 
another: And all the Sons of the: Earth endeavoured to 
maintain the Poſts which Nature had allotted each Man; 
that is, the Place where he was firſt form'd and drevy 
Breath. But Things cou'd not laſt long in this State: 
For either by Iuſtinct or Reaſon (call it which you will, 
fays this Author) Men being ftreightned for want of 
Fruits, or ſpurr d on by ſome ſecret Deſire of Novelty, 
ſoon went out of their Bounds, and encounter*'d each 
other, more by Chance than Deſign; whence aroſe the 
firſt Occaſions of actual War: For every Stranger ap- 
pear'd like an Invader ; they naturally ſtartled and ſuſ- 
pected each other. Reciprocal Paſſions of Choler ſprung 
in their Breaſts; and every Man, to prevent the Effect 
of his own Fears and Apprehenſions, ruſn'd on his 
Neighbour ; who was, on the fame Ground, as rea- 
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| dy for an Aſſault as himſelf. Thus an univerſal War 
5 commenc'd in the World, which, by various Me- 
5 thods of Improvement, was carried on by the ſuc- 
5 ceeding Generations, and continu'd to the preſent 

As for the | Original of Governments,. the particular 


1 . 0 


Time cannot be determin'd ; but it may be * 
et that 


142 LETTRERRS Vrit by 
that Men generally finding the Inconvenience of theſe 
private perſonal Combats, and by Degrees arriving to 
greater Maturity of Experience, form'd themſelves at 
firſt into little Societies and Friendſhips,' or as they dwelt 
ncar one another, or as they agreed in ſome common 
Inclinations, Principles, and Intereſts. From which 
. ſmall Aſſociations, they gradually ſpread into larger Com- 
munities, living under certain Laws and Obligations of 
mutual Peace, Juſtice and Aſſiſtance toward each other, 
and of Defence againſt their common Enemies: Some 
living under the Form of a Commonwealth, others of a 
. . Monarchy ; each Body of Men ſetting up ſuch a Model, 
as beſt ſuited their own Intereſts, and Neceſlities. From 
hence ſprung the Diſtinction of Nations, Kingdoms, and 
Empires, Thus far the Arabian Philoſopher. | 
But without enquiring into the Truth of his Prin- 
ciples, one would think, that ſome of the Weſtern Na- 
zarenes were his Diſciples. And indeed all Civil Diſ- 
ſentions ſeem to be grounded on the ſame Maxims : 
Whilſt Men, on!the leaſt Diſcontent or Jealouſy, lay aſide 
the Obedience they owe to their Sovereigns, claiming 
I know not what natural Right to defend themſelves 
againſt the Encroachments and: Uſurpations of others. 
Thus no ſooner was it ſuppos d here, That the King 
intended to recal Cardinal Mazarini from his Exile; 
but the Parliament of Paris, whoare ſecret Friends to 
the Prince of Conde, publiſh'd an Arreſt againſt the Car- 
Ainal, whereby all Perſons are forbid to contribute to- 
ward the Return of this Miniſter; and ordering, that 
his Library, with all his Moveables ſhould be ſold, to 
"raiſe a Sum of an Hundred and fifty thouſand Livres, 
which is promis'd as a Reward to thoſe who ſhall either 
take him Priſoner, or kill him. They alſo petition'd 
the Duke of Orleans to make the utmoſt Uſe of his 
| 18 the Cardinal; who thereupon rais d 
conſiderable Troops, and gave the Command of them to 
the Dake of Beaufort. wel 00 fo gfuw.t -- 
In the mean Time the Cardinal is not idle, but with 
what Forces he has, performs ſome conſiderable Acti- 
ons in his own Defence. He has taken Priſoner an emi- 
nent Counſellor of Parliament. The Parliament ſent a 
WY | Trumpet 


* . : 


. BE: | 5 5 re 1 4 
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\  Thumpet to demand his Releaſe. This Meſſenger was 
| 2 Whereupon the Parliament are taking new 
Met 1411 W 1 4 1 | 
The Prince of Conde has ſent a Letter and Requeſt to 
the Parliament, deſiring them to ſuſpend. the. Execution 
of the Arreſt publiſh*dagainſt him; ſince the Time given 
him to lay down his Arms was not yet expir'd, and that 
the Cardinal was return'd into the Kingdom, contrary to 
_the-Prohibition ſign d by the King.. 
But notwithſtanding all thele Traverſes, Maxarini is 
come again to the Court, which is now kept at Poic- 
tiers; Where he was receiv'd with infinite Reſpect and 
Careſſes by the King, the Queen, and all his Friends. Ani- 
moſities daily increaſe bet wWeen the different Parties: Pri- 
vate Grudges are improv'd to public Factions: An uni- 
verſal Peeviſhneſs has poſſeſs d the Hearts of the French 
Nation: They are alarm'd and offended at one ano- 
ther's Looks. If a Man ſmiles too much or too little, 
in converſing with his Friend, tis enough to give him 
the Character of an Enemy, or at leaſt to render him 
ſuſpected. So that he who wou' d live peaceably here at 
this Juncture had need to be well skill'd in all the Secrets 
of Phyſiognomj, and make frequent uſe of his Looking- 
Glaſs; leſt any oblique Caſt of his Eye, or ſatyrical 
wrying.of his Noſe, ſhould be interpreted for Symptoms 
of hidden Malice. For now they'll ſpy. Treaſon in 
every Feature of a Man's Face, ee. 
As for me, when. I go abroad I conform to all Com- 


"WE 4 


Ape, nor.counterfeit a Statue: But obſerving a Medinm, 

1 pay. a civil Reſpect to all, without being courtly or 

rude: For this Carriage beſt ſuits with my Circum- 
ſtances. Hence it is that no Body ſuſpects the plain, de- 
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form'd, blunt, -Crook-back'd Titus of Moldavis, to be 
what I am really, Mahmut the Slave of the exalted Port. 
Paris, 11th of the 2d Moon, i 
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Ts WY Reis Effendi, Principal Setretary of 
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H E Prince of Conde 85 cules up Arms has more 
puzzled the Counſels of the King of Frante,” and 


more embarraſs d his Affairs, than any OccUrrence' that 


has happen'd ſince the Death of his Father. 


I have already inform'd the Kaimacham _ others If 


al * hitherto relating to theſe inreſtine Broils ; 


ſince which they ſeem to be improv'd into a War, 
wherein Foreign Nations take a Part After the Return 
of Cardinal Maxarini to this Court, the Prince of Conde 
Was driven to great Streights; being compelꝰd by the 
ſwift Marches of the King's Army to retire to Bou- 
deuum: Where, conſidering Ae it would not be fo 
much his Intereſt to keep' this place, as to encreaſe his 
Forces, he ſent Envoys to the King of Spain and Arch- 
duke Leopold in Flanders, to' gente their Aſſiſtance: 
The former immediately diſpatches away Orders N 2 
conſiderable Body of Men to approach the Confines ot 
© Gaſcoigne, where the Prince had a great Intereſt; and the 


latter ſent him eight thoufand Men, to act on the fide of 


Flanders, and towards Paris, as occaſion offer d. 
This is the particular Game of the Spaniards, to take 
Advantage of the Civil Mars in this Kingdom, that ſo, 
by aſſiſting the ener Party, they may ballance the 
conteſting Powers of the Nation, and keep em in a 
perpetual Quarrel ; whilſt in the interim they gain 
Band, recover the Places which the French took from 
em in Time of domeftick Peace, and ſo pave, the Way to 
nem Conqueſts. * 


In the mean Time the Parliament ſent Deßur ier to the 
King, beſeeching him to remember his Royal Word, by 
which he had for ever baniſh'd Cardinal Mazarini. and 
kits ye to. him the fatal Conſequences which were 

ike to proceed from his Return. But the King, inſtead 


of 


— — ——— 


* 
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of complying with their Requeſts, caus'd an Edi# of 
Caunril to be publiſh'd, which juſtify'd his Conduct in 
this Matter. ; 8 4 
He alſo writ a Letter to the Parliament, full of Com- 
laints, that they had not yet publiſh'd any Order to 
inder the Entrance of a Foreign Army into the King- 
dom. But all fignify'd nothing to Men 8 
bent to maintain the Prince of Condes Quarrel againſt 


their Sovereign. He has but few truſty Men in that Se- 
nate, and they are over-aw'd by the reſt. Beſides, the 


Dube of Orleans bears a ſtrange Sway, both in the Par- 
liament and Country. | me 
Alt the Inſtigation of the Prince, the Citizens of Or- 
leans ſhut up their Gates, when they heard the King was 
coming that Way in his Return to Paris: Vet the 
Country was open for the Prince of Conde a Subject; he 
travell'd up and down the Provinces to make new In- 
tereſts, and confirm the old, leaving the Command of 
his Army in Gaſcoigne, to his Brother the Prince of Conti. 
There have been many Skirmiſhes and Encounters be- 
tween the King's Forces and thoſe of the Male-contents, 
nd one fierce Combat, wherein the Prince of Conde de- 
feated the Vanguard of the King's Army, as he was 
marching to this City: Whereby getting the Start of 
his Sovereign, he arriv'd here, and was receiv'd in the 
Parliament, whilſt the Monarch was forc'd to lie encamp'd 
in the Field, - - © 4 17 
The Prince found a different Reception, according to 
the various Humours of People; The greateſt Part fa- 
vour'd him; and he receiv'd infinite Careſſes from the 
Citizens of Paris : But met with ſome Oppoſition 


from Perſons of higher Rank, and more ſtedfaſt Loyaity 


to the Crown. The Dake of Orleans is his greateſt Friend, 
and one for whom the Parliament have a great Defe- 
rence; not ſo much in Contemplation of his Wit and 
Policy, as for the Sake of his near Relation to the Crown, 
he being Uncle to the preſent King: Whereby he has 


A right to aſſume more Authority than others. in regu- 
lating the Diſorders of the Court; among which the 


greateſt is eſteem'd that of Cardinal Maxarini's Return. 
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In a Word, both Parties ſerve themſelves of thoſe 
who have the greateſt Intereſt, and are moſt likely to 


compoſe the Quarrel. The exil'd 


; Queen of England, 
and her Son, who have taken Sanctuary in this Kingdom 
from the Perſecutions of their own Subjects, make it 


their Buſineſs to mediate betw 
the Faction of the Princes. 


een the Court Party and 
The Prince of Conde alſo ſent Deputies to the | 


repreſent to him, that the only Means to give Quiet to 
the State, was to baniſh. the Cardinal Miniſter: And as 


they were delivering their Addreſs, Mazarini came in, 


at the Sight of whom they aggravated their Charge, and 


ſaid to his Face, That he was the Cauſe of all the 


« EVILS which the Kingdom ſuffer'd.” The Cardi- 


nal interrupting them, turn d to the King, and ſaid, ** Sir, 
it will not be juſt that ſo Aouriſhing a Kingdom, and 
to whoſe Grandeur I have contributed all that lay in 
my Power, ſhould ruin it ſelf for my ſake; therefore 
1 humbly entreat your Majeſty: to grant, that I may 


_— 


return to my own Country, or 'whitherſoeyer m. 
Fortune ſhall call me. No, no, reply d' the Queen, 


(not without ſome Paſſion) © this cannot be granted; the 


% King had never more need of your Counſels than at 


4 this 


Juncture: We cannot conſent, that ſo ſervice- 
„ able a Man ſhould be baniſh'd only to humour his 


Enemies; therefore let us hear no more of that. 


The Deputies perceiving nothing of Hopes, return'd 


to Paris. Then the Parliament deputed others to go to 
the King, and remonſtrate the deplorable State of the 
Realm. This was done a few Days ago. ; 
In the mean time, we have been alarm” 
City, with daily Inſurrections of the Multitude. The 
Occaſion was, ſome private Orders which the Duke of 


Orleans had given to the Provoſt of the Merchants, re- 


A bers i the 


lating to his Charge, and the Welfare of the City. This 
being miſunderſtood by the People, who have not the 
HSZSenſe to diſtinguiſh the good Offices of their Governor: 
from Injuries, put em all into a Tumult. They affault- 
ed the Provoſt in his Coach, as he was paſſing the 
Streets: And bad he not eſcaped into an 


Shop, they would, perhaps, in their Fury, 


* 
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bim in Pieces; for ſo they ſerv'd his Coach, as an After 
MRNeng to 157 IE res Ts © Wola 
IL am weary of beholding the malicious Quarrels of 
theſe Infdels.. But when I confider, that their Diſcord 
| will be inſtrumental to the future. Conqueſts ot the true 
Believers, I am patient and refign'd. * | 
However, tis one Comfort to me in this thorny Sta- 

5 tion, that one Time or other, inſtead of the perpetual 
janglin of Bells in Paris, I may again have the Happi- 
nefs to hear the Mſuex ins cry on the Minarets in Conſtan- 
tinople, There is but One God, and Mahomet his Prophet. 
Or if 1 ſhall not live to enjoy this Wiſh, yet, in the 
inviſible. State, I ſhall hear the ſame Cry, and ſhall be paſt 


this Life. 


Paris, 29th of the 4th Moon, 
rt Th of the Year 1652. | 
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nior. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician ?o the Grand sig- 


T* E Chriſtians ſeem to have too proud an Opinion 


ture than ſuits with Reaſon. They aſſert, that all Things 
were. made for Man, and ſtile him Lord of his Fellow 
Creatures; as if God had give bim an abſolute Dominion 
over the reſt of his Works, eſpecially over the Animal 
Generations; and that all the Birds of the Air, Beaſts of 
the Earth, and Fiſh of the Sea, were created -only to 
ſerve his Appetite, and other Neceſſities of Life. I re- 
member a Letter I formerly ſent to thee, wherein I diſ- 
courſed of the Carteſian Philoſophers, and their Contempt 
= the Beaſts, in denying them Souls, of the Uſe of Rea- 


3 I — 2 
whey — — 


Doubt of thoſe Things, whereof I have no Certainty in 


of themſelves, and ſet a greater Value on human Na- 
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148 LETTERS Writ by 
Give we leave to entertain thee now) and divert my 


ſelf with ſome farther Remarks on this Subje@.' *Tis 


i Refuge from Melancholy, when I can thus freely diſ- 


cover my Thoughts to a Friend, who 1 know Will not 


— 


be partial to the Tru tu. ba: : | 
I have been long an Advocate for the Brures, and have 


_endeavour'd both to abſtain from injuring them my ſelf, 


and to inculcate this fundamental Point of Juſtice to o- 
thers. This is owing to the Example and Philoſophy of 
Mahummed, the Eremite in Arabia, that Light and Glory 
of religious Men. And were it notthat my Humour 1s 
to bedoubtful in all Things, the Influence of his Conver- 


ſation would make me a profeſs'd Pythagorean, a Diſciple 
of the Indian Brachmans, a Champion for the Tranſmigra- 


tion of Sauls. n 3 $7 
The laſt Letters ſave one I writ to that Solizary was 
upon this Subject; ſuch an one as wou'd divert him in 
his Cave. It contain'd an Account of the primitive 
Manner of Life pra&tis'd by the Ancients, a Narrative of 
the Golden Age, a Hiſtory of human Innocence, and the 
Steps which Men firſt took to uſe Violence and Craelty to 
their Fellow- Creatures. Now I will preſent. thee with 
ſome additional Obſervations, ſome Remnants of an 
antiquated Truth, glean'd from Philoſophers and Hiſtori- 
— and winnow'd from the Chaff of Error and Super- 
11103. | 


Who wou'd not believe the Beaſts to be endu'd with 


Reaſon, when he beholds' them perform all the Actions 
of rational Creatures with more Caution, though lets 
Pride than. Men? They are more provident than we, and 
much more ſubtle in avoiding any Affliction or Danger. 
Witneſs Thales the 'Phils/opher's Mule, which he often 
employed to carry Salt to a certain Market ; but the cun- 
_ Beaſt finding her ſelf oyer-loaded, when ſhe was 
paſſing through a River lay down, whereby the Water 

enetrating into the Sacks of Salt, melted it away and 

ightned her Burden.” And this was her conſtant Prac- 


-- tice, till the Philoſopher, perceiving himſelf thus out- 


witted by his Beaſt, was refolv'd to circumvent her ano- 
ther Way. Wherefore, inſtead of Salt he loaded her witk 
9 * | . | Wool, 


S 2 8 See. 


„ am ou, 


e rr at Pans. mp 
Wool; which he knew would grow keavier by being 


wet. But the wary Mule, ſenſible of the Difference | 


of her Burden, would couch no mere in the Water; 
But ſeeing no other Remedy went forward on her Jour- 
Who will not admire the Wiſdom of the Fox in cold 


they would paſs over any frozen Lake or River? For 
this Creature going before them, lays her Ears cloſe 
down to the Ice, and liſtens to try if the can hear any 
Motion or Noiſe of the Water running underneath; 
which if ſhe does, ſhe will not venture on the Ice; 
but if all be ſtill, then by a logical Deduct ion fhe con- 
cludes the Ice is thick enough to bear Paſſengers; and 
ſo ſhe leads the Way, whilſt the Men follow. 
When a Dog is hunting in the thick Woods, and by 
chance comes to a Place where three Paths meet, he 
firſt ſcents the one, then the other; and perceiving that 
the Game is not gone by any of thoſe two Ways, be 
throws, himſelf ſwiftly forward in the third, without 
ſuch a particular Application of his Noſe. Which is an 
evident Argument, that he makes uſe of the like Choice 
we our ſelves ſhould do. ge! 


” 


And now: I have mention'd this Creature, I eannot 
forbear celebrating their Virtue and: Fidelity, whereof 
we have daily Experience; and there are many pleaſant 
Examples recorded by grave Hiſtorians. Noth 
Such is that of Hyrcanus, a Dog belonging to L 
machus, who would never depart from the Body of 


into the Fire, and was burned for Company 
But the Gratitude of a Lion to a certain Slave in Rome, 
is beyond all parallel. This Slave was one of thoſe who 
were appointed to combat with wild Beaſts in the Am- 
phitheatre, according to the Cuſtom of the ancient Ro- 
mans, in the publick Shews which were exhibited to the 
People. As ſoon as the Lion was let looſe in the Pave- 
ment, he ran furiouſly at the Slave; but coming near- 
er, he ftopp'd on a ſudden, as one aſtoniſhed: Then he 


licking his Hand, which caug'd all the People to give a 
| H 3 Shout. 


Comntries, which the Inhabitants uſe as a Guide when 


be 
| of his 
dead Maſter, but following it to the Funeral Pile, r= 


came gently toward the Slave, fawning upon him, and 
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170 LETTERS Vit by 
Shout. The Emperor being preſent, and taking Notice 
of the ſeeming Friendſhip and Acquaintance that was 
between the Slave and the Lion, ſent for the Slave, 
and enquired the Oecafion of ſo ſtrange an Acci- 
. To whom the Slave made the following Re- 
8 VV 
My Name, ſaid he, is Audredus, and T am Slave to 
* a certain Proconſul, who having determin'd to kill me, 
I] made my Eſcape, and hid my ſelf in a Cave; where 
«© ] had not lain long before this Lion which you now 
e ſee came in, being very lame of one Foot. As ſoon 
« as he *ſpy'd me, he came limping toward me, and 
4 ſtretch'd forth the Paw that was wounded, as tho” 
«© he begg'd of me to eaſe him. Affrighted as I was, 
1 I took his Paw in my Hand, and pulPd out a great 
«. ragged Thorn, which ſtuck faſt in it. ThenT waſh'd 
« the Wound with my own Water, whilft he lay very 
« patiently till I thoroughly dreſs'd it. The Eaſe he 
«« found by my Application made him fall aſleep; and 
«© hen heawak'd, he lick'd my Hands, and ſnew'd o- 
* ther Signs of Affection and Gratitude. /-I liv'd with 
« him thus three Years in that Cave, and every Day he 
% brought me a Share of his Prey, -on'which'T ſuſtain'd 
«© my ſelf. But at length, tir'd with this manner of 
„ Life, I took my Opportunity when he was os 
c broad to make my Eſcape. I wander'd upand'down 
three Days, when a Company of Soldiers meeting 
% with me, and knowing to whom I belong'd, took 
me and brought me hither to my ol4 Mafter, who has 
4 condemn'd me to this cruel Death. But it ſeems For- 
« tune ſo order'd it, that this Lion ſhould be taken about 
«© the ſame Time, and appointed to be my Executioner 
e this Day. Yet you ſee he refuſes to perform his 
* i=" out of Gratitude to me for my former Kind- 
The Emperor aftoniſh'd and pleaſed at this Paſſage, 
gave the Slave his Life and Freedom, beftowing al- 
o the Lion on him, which brought him in a con- 
ſtant Livelihood, by ſhewing him to all People: who 
| having heard of this wonderful Accident, were de- 
ſirous to ſee both the Lion and his Tenant, for ſo = 
. 5 It!. 


9 


— 
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Ail'd the Slave; and ſome call'd him the Eion' Phyfi=: 5 
ian. et ee Ons 
I ſhould think I had faid enough already to tire thy 
Patience, and make thee forſwear reading my Letters for 
the future, were I not well acquainted with thy Genius, 
and know that thou delighteſt in Relations of this Nature, 
being no Enemy to the harmleſs Brutes. Bo! | 
Whatever thy Sentiments are towards theſe, I dare be 
ſure thou art my Friend, and wilt bear with my 1mpor- 
tunity; when l ſtrive to convince all Men, and confirm my 
felf in this. Fruth, that the wild Beaſts are not void of 


"PESO I 5 2 


Reaſon and Moral Virtue. 
4 Paris, . 2oth of the 7th Moon, 
N the Year 1652, 
5 — — — 4 — 
4 5 The 
. | | 55 
- To the Captain Baſſa. 
* | 42 5 
of 


I * the Name of God, ſuperlatively indulgent and benigre 
Lord of Armies which cannot be number d, Conſerva- 
tor of the Empire founded on his own Unity; Praiſe: 
be to him that has neither Beginning nor End! What is. 
the Reaſon that we are always baffled by the Infidels? 
Every Year our auguſt Emperor ſends out mighty Armies 
by Land, and our Fleets by Sea are term'd INVINCIBLE, yet . 
they are ſtill overcome by the Chriſtians. Where the Fault 
lies is beſt known to thee, and the Generals, to whom the 
Command of all is committed. 


» 


My Spirit is diſquieted about theſe Things, and I am 


0 uneaſy by Day, neither does the Night afford me any 
8 : Repoſe. This hot Weather I go up to the Terraſs of. 
uk my Houſe at the Hour of Sleep, thinking that the Cool- 
ho neſs of the Air would incline me to reſt; but I can find 
de. none. I turn my ſelf on the Leads to the Right Hand 


and to the Left, yet all Poſtures are alike. Sleep has 
r H 4 | abandon'd. 
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abandon'd my Eyes. My Zeal for the Empire of the 
Faithful will conſume me. 5 | 


One Night I made ſolemn Preparations to welcome 


the firſt Appearance of the Moan, after the manner of 
my Countrymen. I ſprinkled Water on the Floor of 
the Terraſs, and with-a new Beſom ſwept away all Us- 
cleanneſs : I filld a Lamp with the moſt precious Oil T 
could get in Paris ; which having lighted at the goin 
down of the Sun, I placed directly on that Part which 
is neareſt to Mecca. Then I fell on my Face and pray d 
the eternal Source of Liglt, That at the Moment, 
« when the Moon firſt aſcended our Horizon, an intel- 
« lefFual Splendor might ſhine in my Breaſt; that T 
might there, as in a Mirror, behold the future Fate of 
* the Muſſul mans, and the Events which as yet were hid 
« in the dark Womb of Poſſihility. | 
My Petition was granted: The Night was in her 
ſhady Courſe, the Stars on their Watch, and Time, as 
from a Limbeck, àiſtilbd the ſilent Minutes, 'till the Mo- 
ment wherein the Neighbour Planet firſt peep'd on the 
Tops of Mountains. At that Inſtant I ſaw and heard 
things (or at leaſt I thought fo) which I never ſo much 
as dream'd of before, neither can I remember the thou- 
fandth Part. | 1 : ; 
Believe me, ſupreme Commander of the Marine, I do 
not boaſt or joy in this: For I think, there can be no 
eater Affliction than to be once made Partaker of 
ch a Bliſs, and then to loſe it almoſt as ſoon as gain'd. 
Yet there are ſome Foot - ſteps of the Vi/zon remaining on 
my Memory: * | N 


« Methinks I beheld Armies of Muſſul mans (for 1 


4 thought em to be fuch by their Turbants) making 
« ſeveral Deſcents on the Shores of Hal): Methought 
« ] ſaw them proſtrate themſelves on the Ground; and 
« after a conſiderable fpace of Silence; the Air echo'd 
« with the Sound of Allah, Allah, much like the Noiſe 
© 'of great Caſcades, or Falls of Vater. A, 
Then they ſeem'd to diſperſe themſelves all over 


« the Country in divers Bodies. The Inhabitants of 


Rome appear'd all in a great Conſternation : The chief 
Mufti of that place went forthwith into _ 3 


b 


„ by an innumerable Multitude of People. They car- 


& ried their Gods of Gold and Silver _ with them; 
« and being apparelbd with Garments of ' coarſe Hair, 
« they ſprinkled ' Aſhes on their Fore-heads in token of 


„ their Humility, and to pacify the Indignation that was: 
© kindled againſt them. | | 


But Heaven was deaf to their clamorous Vows, 


4 neither could all the Pomp of their ſaperſtitious So- 


„ lemnity. dazzle the Eyes which are a thouſand times 


brighter than the Sn, penetrating into the darkeſt 


© Corners of the Heart. In a word, theſe Infidels ſeem'di 
a while after to be in a great Confuſion and wm * 
«running this Way and that Way to hide their ( 8, 


and fave. themſelves from the victorious Strangers. 


«Tn fine, I ſaw the Croſſes taken down from the Mi. 
* narets of the Moſques in Rome, and Creſcents advanced 


jn their place. 


udo not relate this as if T gave Credit to ion and 


Trance,: Perhaps all this might be but a walking Dream: 
Yet ſuch Viſionary Entertainments happen of courſe to 
our Countrymen, when they obſerve the aforeſaid Cere- 
monies. But I tell thee, J am not aſleep at this Mo- 
ment; and yet it appears to mea very probable Under-- 
taking, for the Muſſulmans to fit out a mighty Fleet; 

dn a ſufficient Army of Land- men aboard, 
might deliver them, with little or no Oppoſition, on 
ſome of the wealthy Shores of ral): And if it is not: 
thought worth the Labour to make new Conqueſts, 
which would be difficult to maintain; yet at leaſt our 
Soldiers, by plundering only the rich Temples and Con- 
vents of the Nazarenes, might carry away ineſtimable- 


Tr eaſures. | 


I wrote formerly to one of thy Predeceſſors about tlie 


fame Matter, propoſing the Surpriſe of Loretto, as a 
very eaſy Attempt, and that the Booty would infinitely- 
ſurpaſs the Expence and Trouble: But Mahmut's Ad- 
vices are never regarded till tis too late. We ſquander. 
away Thouſands of Men, and Millions of Money, to 


purchaſe little inſignificant Iſlands, which are defended: 


indeed! 
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Trump. Which had the beſt on't, is not certainly known, 
Men ſpeak as they are byaſs'd. Yet the Dutch loſt two 
Ships in this Engagement, tho their Fleet was far more 
numerous than that of the Engliſh. 1 


the Earth to the true Believers, but the Sea to the Chri- 
ſtians. ny: eee fg; 
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indeed with ſeeming Vigour by the Chriſtians, but tis 
rather to amuſe us, than out of any real Value they have for 


; my 
td Sov: ah 


; * 4 , $1.87 te Las 5125 13715 $4 1. 1 : 
It is only a Maxim of Weſtern, Policy, thus to give 


Diverſion to the Arms which are deſtin d to ſubdue all 
Nations. They ſport themſelves, to ſee the Flower of the 
Eaſtern Militia conſum'd in their Trenches, before the im- 
pregnable Fortreſs of Candia, which, if won, vill not 


quit the Coſt of ſo tedious a Siege. Whereas, in half 


that time, our invincible Forces might have over-run 
MB oo e anefls, wond bigd 27 
Thou wilt not think this an impracticable Enterprize, 


hen thou ſhalt conſider the. Diyifions of the Ealian 


Princes, the univerſal Security and Voluptuouſneſs of the 
Inhabitants, and yet the Oppreſſions and Tyranny they 
live under, being fleec'd and poll'd of all their Subſtance, 


to maintain the Grandeur of their Governours, and the 


Pride of the Clergy; which renders em equally dilgult- 


ed at their preſent flaviſh Manner of Life, and deſirous 


of a Change. It is not hard to ſurmiſe, after all this, 


that a Conqueſt would be eaſy, to the victorious Muſſul- 


rich them. W 18 
The moſt proper News that 1 can ſend thee, is of a 
Combat lately fought at Sea between the Engliſh and the 
Dutch. The Generals on both ſides are ſaid to be brave 
Men. He of Britain is calb'd Blake ; the other's Name is 


mans; or at leaſt, ſuch Depredations would mightily. en- 


If I were worthy toadviſe my Superiors, 1 would pro- 
poſe ſome notable Exploit by Land; for God has given 


" 


Paris, 14th of the 6th Mon, 
of the Year 1652, N 
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1 Had once a great Intimacy with Caſſim Hali, the brave 
1 Aga,” who now is no more on Earth, that honeſt old 
General merited all Men's Love: Follow thou his Ex- 
ample, and in Time his Poſt will fall to thy Lot. Thow 
art already in the laſt Advance to it; let no airy Vice make 


_ thee giddy, and give thee a Fall. Tis a common Apho. 


riſm, That Health, long Life, and Honour, deſcend from: 
above: But if they do, I tell thee, tis like the Rain, 
which only then does good, when it penetrates the Earth, 
and moiſtens to the Root. An humble Heart is like a kinds 


hh Mold, receiving the Dews of Heaven with Advantage 


and Profit; but Pride is a Rock, which ſpatters away the 
Bleſſings ſnower d down on it. „ „ i e SPC 


Perhaps thou wilt be affronted at my blunt way of* 


writing: Let aſſure thy ſelf, I honour thee more than a. 
thouſand Flatterers. I am not ſent hither to ſtudy nice- 
Expreſſions, but to ſerve the Grand Seignior with Integri- 
= Beſides, I know thou haſt not been accuſtom'd to: 
the ſoft Entertainments of Ladies Chambers, but the rough 
Dialedt of War. It is thy Honour to be unacquainted: 
with the Delicacies of Diſcourſe, Diet, or Dreflings;; 
Things only fit to enervate a Man's Courage, and change 
his Heart into that of a Woman. Thou knoweſt how 
to handle the Cuiraſs and Lance, the Sabre and Shield, the 
Bow and Gun; and art perfectly vers'd in all the militaxy: 
"Terms of Art. A Diſcourſe 'of Sieges and Campaigns, 
ſtorming of Forts, and plundering of Camps, is more: 
agreeable to thee than all Tily's Oratory, or the fineſt 
Strains of the Perſian Poets. I am therefore: confident. 
thou wilt not take it ill, that I addreſs to thee in a Stile 

void of Artifice, yet full of real Reſpect and Love. 
If I counſel thee, tis for thy good; and I am com 
manded to expreſs my Sentiments with Freedom. 2 
| | + CS; 
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ſides, I have a perſonal Privilege to adviſe thee, the Right 


of a Friend; which thou wilt acknowledge; when 1 tell 


thee, that I once had the Happineſs to ſave thy Life, as 
we travelled together in Ar is | | 
Thou can'ſt not but remember that Paſſage; and how 
that in Heat of youthful Blood, thou hadſt provok d an 
Emir to kill thee in the Sight of the whole Caravan, had 
not l fallen at his Feet, and told him, thou wert a Stranger 
to the Caſioms of the Country. WK et ae | 
Believe me, Þ do not reproach thee with this, but on- 


ly make uſe of it, as an Argument to convince thee; that 
the ſame Motive which prompted me to interpoſe my 


ſelf at that Time between thee and certain. Death, in- 
duces me now to give thee Warning of a Preeipice, of 


vrhich thou art in danger. Every one gives thee the Cha- 


racter of a brave Man; and no body likes thee the worſe, 
for being of an Air as fierce as a Tartar. All this becomes 


a Man of the Sword; and they ſay, thou doſt every thing 


with a martial Grace. | 1 55 8 5% 
But I am told likewiſe, that thou art guilty of Ava- 
rice: And that for the Lucre of Preſents, thou enrolleſt 


Mien in the Lift of the Fanizaries, whoare not fit to ferye 


in the Wars; ſuch as are Houſe-keepers, Perſons entang- 
led with Wives and Children, with Debts and other 
Incumbrances; that they only appear on certain Days in 
the military Habit, and then return to their domeſtick Bu- 
fineſs, without ever regarding the Diſcipline of the Royal 
Chambers, or thinking themſelves oblig d to learn the Art 
of War: That thou in the mean time takeſt their Pay, 
and many additional Bribes, whilſt they are only content- 
ed with the Title and Privilege of a Fanizary,” to ſnelter 
themſelves from Juſtice, and prote& them in their Rapine 
and Villainies. 1 „ SER 5 

I tell thee, ſhould this be known and proved againſt 
thee, it would be to thy Ruin; But I hope better things, 
and that theſe are onlꝝ the Surmiſes of thy Enemies. For 


thou knoweſt, That none ought to be admitted in that 


ancient Order, but the Tributary Sons of the Naxarenes; 
who being in their Infancy liſted in the College, know nei- 


ther Father nor Patron fave the Grand Seignior, who Lis 
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me common Parent and Protector of the Oſman Empire. 


On his Service is all their Zeal and Courage fixed, 


having no private Byaſs, no partial Inclinations, to warp 


them from the Fidelity they owe their great Maſter. They 
are devoted to indefatigable Toils and Hardſhip during 
their whole Life.  _ | 

This was the firft Inſtitution of the Fanizaries, though 
through the Corruption of the Times, they have much 


_ degenerated from their primitiue Rules. But thou, who: 


art honour'd with an high Command, wilt fignalize thy 


" Virtue and Loyalty, in reforming theſe Abuſes, and in. 
not ſuffering the College of Men of War to become a Re- 
_ eeptacleof Rogues and Drones. DE 
Such Diſorders as theſe have promoted the inteſtine 


Broils of this Kingdom; I ſay not that they are the ori- 
ginal Cauſes; yet tis a great Diminution of Sovereign 
Maſeft when a King ſhall find his own Armies fighting 
againſt him, as they do at preſent here in France. How 
many Mutinies and Rebellions have been rais'd by the li- 
eentious Fanizaries at Conſtantinople; when laying aſide all 
Reſpect and Duty, they have not ſpar'd to violate the ' 
Seraglio it ſelf; bur entering within thoſe ſacred Walls 


with Bands of armed Men, have turn'dall Things Topſy- 


Turvy, ſeiz d on the imperial Treaſure, chang'd the Do- 
'meſtick Officers of their Sovereign, and ſometimes chad 


him from his own Palace, to the Hazard, if not to the 


Loſs of his Life? | 
If thou would'ſt know what they are doing here in 
France, the Men of Arms are cutting one another's. 
Throats, Whilſt the Rabble are burning their Neighbours 
out of their Houſes. Re Fe g 
Two Days ago, the Multitude aſſembled in the 
Streets, and having beſet a certain Palace in this City, 


they put Fire to it, reſolving to kill all that ſhould at- 


tempt to make their eſcape out of the Flames. A Per- 
ſon of Quality coming out to pacify them, fell a Victim 


to their unbridled Rage. And had not the Dube of Beau- 


Jord (of whom I have often made mention in my Letters) 
inter pos'd his Authority, they had murder'd all that were 
within thoſe ſuſpected Walls, 


Sometime . 
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. Sometime before this, the Mareſahal Turenne took 4 


run the Hazard of a Storm. 


Paris, 6th of the 5th Moon, 


5 


— 


Place of Strength from the Prince of Conde; who in 


lieu of it took St. Denys, a Tovyn not far from Paris, 


wherein there is a Nmple, which the French ſay, is the 
richeſt in Europe. But they are laugh'd at by the Falians, 


vVrho boaſt of far richer Moſques in Venice, Milan, Naples, 


and Rome. | 


The Dube of Lorrain plays faſt and looſe with the 


Prince of Conde. He enter d the Kingdom with an Army, 
12 to eſpouſe the Prince's Quarrel, but was quick - 
+4 


bought off by the Queen, ſo that he is now. gone to 


Flanders again; by this Action leaving a free Paſſage to 
the King's Army under Mareſchal Turenne to range whi- 


ther they pleaſe, which were before block d up by his 


Forces. 


Four Days ago there was a bloody Encounter be- 
tween the Troops of the Prince, and thoſe of Mareſ- 


chal Turenne, in one of the Suburbs of Paris. Neither 
cou ' d boaſt of the Victory, tho? the Battle laſted. five 


Hours; But at length, the Frince of Condes Troops retir d 
into the City, being frighten'd with the main Body of 


the King's Army, Which appear'd on the neighbouring 


Iluſtrious Fanizary fortify thy Heart With all the ne- 
ceſſary Retrenchments of heroick Virtue ; and rather than 
ſurrender to Temptations of Vice on diſhonourable Terms, 


= 


n * * 
4 AS , 8 x r 
+ IM 4 . Fd k 

* 4 2 4 ” 0 Y f » i b * 2 1 x ry S 

? : tar 1 52. . as oy” * . J — 
73 * in - : 4 7 1 * 
3 ; , * 1 

1 98 +08 


o 


LEP LETTER 


2.4 # : 
by 1 V 
ry E 


% S* ot Pani. 17 


7 N * * | * # 4 * a 1 PrP - | 
418 12 ien 10 4s, 7 3k 


- 


: | ; | | & "7 
* 4 * * 0 2 * 4 
. ot * by Le * ” 4 1 
8 N r $27 =} 


8 *. F * 9 8 1 7 4 
* EJ - FR " 
7 Songs V «4% $67 2 x : = > N 
Pl * 4 K * ) 1 * 2 Bu A x 7 : 3 5 þ 
3 * g . 5 4 - 


1 - 7 # c «. &4 on 
** 1 #3 > * 
ian 


E ier 44 4.3 , e a 
- a 1 | . | . 3 Ez . - D 
Toy Nathan Ben Sadd1, a Jew at Vienna. 
. th 4% 7 f at © { j 2 \ } | ; F | l : N — 1 484 > I 
1 * 5 " 2 a «4% T9 5 . q * 


" * 
Co " 


V, . lng. buraingand deſtroying aneanother ; whill 


undance o 


1 
of Paris; who give it out, That the King is Cardinal 
Max arini's Priſoner. They have alſo beſtowe d the Com- 
mand of all Forces under the Authority of the ſaid Duke, 
e 28 80 % Alle 3 8 he 
Their Principal and only, Pretence, is the Removal of 
the Cardinal from the King and his Council. What will 


be the iſſue, Time will dempnſtrate . 5 
1 There bas been a eee between the Dukes 
of Beauſard and Nemours, tvro eminent Friends to the 
Prince of Bill. „„ 
The Ring going to a Town call'd Pontoiſe, ſame 
Leagues from Paris, drew a great many Counſellors and 
Preſidents of Parliament thither; Men who are loyal and 
ſtedfaſt to his Cauſe. This encouraged the King to put 
forth a Declaration, commanding the Parliament to meet 
at Penig, They on the other ſide, publiſhid an Arreſt 
againſt ls Declaration. Thus they continue Piquering 
5 one at another „ 1 | 
But here is News arriv*d from Cologne, which ſurprizes 
| People very much. I know not the true Ground of 
4 their Aſtoniſnment; but the Prieſts ſeem to be mad for 
Joy. All that I can hear about it is, the Reſtoration of 
the Roman. Catholick Religion in that Province, which is a 
Novelty unexpected; eſpecially the Eccle/raſtick Grandeur, 
Which, it ſeems, has been laid aſide above theſe hundred 
ER Years; I tell thee only as I am inform d my ſelf: 75 


** 
* * 


— 


160 Een Writ by 


Hes in thy Power to-certify me of the Truth. of Mats 
ters. 
They ſay allo, That the Gay General de 
Werdt is dead; as likewiſe the Archbiſnop of Treves.. 
It is added, That Frankendal is ſurrender d to the E. 
lefor of Heidelberg, according to- the late Agreement at 
Munſter, and that there is a Diet begun at Ratisbon.. 
I T defire thee to inform me of all theſe e Things parti 
_ eularly, and of whatſoever elſe. occursin the Cone: where 
thou reſideſt. 
as to Matters of Religion, bent over ſedulous: P 
is compris d in a few:Rules.' Vet the Soul of Man is 4 
turally inquiſitive, and would fain be acquainted with all 
Things. I adviſe thee to caſt thy Eyes frequently. on 
the Earth that is under thy Feet; ſurvey the Groves and 
Fields, the Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Rivers: 
- Then look up to the Heavens, and take a ſtedfaſt View 
| of the Stars; confider the Beauty and Order of all 
Things: And after this tell me if thou can'ſt i im ine, 
That the great and immenſe Creator of this won 
Fabrick form'd all the Nations of the Earth n em 
eternally, fave _ thoſe of your Rare. 
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Son of Iſrael, I wiſti thee Berti adieu. "4 ; 
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E N ſeem to Be! Aid Due or Nis 
1 They know not what they ſay or do, or at leaft 
Wen care not: Such is the immenſe Joy for the Re- 
turn of the Ring to this City. The Steps of this ſud- 
den Change, were the retiring of Cardinal 3 
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tion of Indemnity, or a general Pardon for all that had 
ſs'd during theſe Troubles, fave ſome particular Re- 
erves, Sacrilege, Fires and ſuch like. This work'd 


ſtirangely on the Inhabitants of Paris. Bur the Prince of 
Conde not finding any Satisfaction, as to his own Per- 
fon in this Amneſty, call'd in the Duke of Lorrains 


Army to his Aſſiſtance. Theſe reduc'd the King's For- 
ces to ſo great a Streight and Extremity, that the Parlia- 
ment being fenfible of the Advantage, made ule of it, 
and {ent Deput ies to the King, beſeeching him to eon- 
tinue in the fame good Reſolution he had taken before 
this Misfortune. | Wy | | 
The Monarch ſuffer d himſelf to be overcome, by 2 
Violence mix'd with ſo much Submiſſion, and yielded 
to their Requeſts. Immediately the Hearts of the Prince 
of Condes Friends grew cold, and began to change their 
Sentiments. Ina word they were reſoly'd to deſert their 
new Maſter, and caſt themſelves at the Feet of their 
lawful Sovereign. The Grandees, who had moſt affected 
Conde's Intereſt, laid down their Offices. The Foreign 
Armies of Spaniards and Lorrainers retir'd out of the 
Kingdom. The Citizens of Paris ſenc a Deputation, 
conliſting of Sixty Six Perſons of Honour, to invite the 
King to the City, and aſſure him of their future Alle- 
giance. All the Officers of the Militia did thelike. The 
King being ſatisfy'd with the timely Penitence-of his Sub- 
jects, and having commanded ſome preparatory Altera- 
tions in Places of Truſt, enter'd this City on the Twen- 
ty firſt of the laſt Moon, with the Joy and Acclama- 
tion which cou'd expreſs the Love of his People, and: 
2 Regret thex had labour'd under during his Ab- 
„ „ | | 

Thou ſeeſt, illuſtrious Miniſter, that tho? by the Arti- 
fices of a Faction a King may. be render'd odious to his: 
Subjects, be baniſh'd from his Palace, and have the Gates 
of his Cities ſhut againſt him, as befel to this Xing; Yet 
the Inconveniences they feel in taking up Arms againſt 
him ſooner or later bring em to Repentance; and they 
are glad to court his Return, whom but a while ago they 


tton 


fore'daway by their Undutifulneſs, to gratify the Ambi- 


from the Court; which was ſeconded with a Declara- 
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lies in thy Power to certify me of the Truth of Mat- 

ters. | 11 7 ah ee * | 
They ſay alſo, That the famous General John de 

Werdt is dead; as likewiſe the Archbiſhop of Treves.. 

It is added; That Frankendal: is ſurrender'd to the E. 


lefor of Heidelberg, according to: the late Agreement at 


Munſter; and that there is a Diet begun at Ra#isbon.. 
I defire-thee to inform me of all theſe Things parti- 
eularly, and of whatſoever elſe occurs in the Court Where 
thou reſideſt. | ee Nee ee, 


As to Matters of Religion, be not over ſedulbus: Piety, 
is compris'd in a fei Rule. Vet the Soul of: Man is na- 
turally inquiſitive, and would fain be acquainted with all 
Things. I adviſe thee to caſt thy Eyes frequently. on 
the Earth that is under thy Feet; ſurvey the Groves and 
Fields, the Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Rivers: 
Then look up to the Heavens, and take a ſtedfaſt View 
of the Stars; conſider the Beauty and Order of all 
Things: And after this tell me if thou can'ſt imagine, 
That the great and immenſe Creator of this wonderful: 
Fabrick form'd all the Nations of the Earth to damn em 
. ezernally, fave only thoſe of your Race. . 

Son of L/rael, I wiſtithee heartily. adieu, 


Paris, 11th of the 8th Moon, 4 
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| THE Puriſians ſeem to be all in a Dam or Dance: 


4 They know not what they ſay or do, or at leaſt 
they care not: Such is the Wan Joy for the Re- 
turn of the King to this City. The Steps of this ſud- 
den Change, were the retiring of Cardinal Maxarini 
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from the Court; which was ſeconded with a Declara- 
tion of Indemnity, or a general Pardon for all that had 
{s'd during theſe Traubles, ſave ſome particular Re- 
erves, Sacrilege, Fires and ſuch like. This work'd | 
ſtrangely on the Inhabitants of Paris. Bur the Prince of 
Conde not finding any Satisfaction, as to his own Per- 
fon in this Amneſty, call'd in the Duke of Lorrains 
Army to his Aſſiſtance. Theſe reduc'd the King's For- 
ces to ſo great a Streight and Extremity, that the Parlia« 
ment being ſenſible of the Advantage, made uſe of it, 
and ſent Debut ies to the King, beſeeching him to eon- 
tinue in the ſame good Reſolution he had taken before 
this Misfortune. | | | h 225 | 
The Monarch ſuffer'd himſelf to be overcome, by a 
Violence mix'd with ſo much Submiſſion, and yielded 
to their Requeſts. Immediately the Hearts of the Prince 
of Conde's Friends grew cold, and began to change their 
Sentiments. Ina word they were reſoly'd to deſert their 
new Maſter, and caſt themſelves at the Feet of their 
lawful Sovereign. The Grandees, who had moſt affected 
Condes Intereſt, laid down their Offices. The Foreign 
Armies of Spaniards and Lorrainers retir'd out of the 
Kingdom. The Citizens of Paris ſent a Deputation, 
conliſting of Sixty Six Perſons of Honour, to invite the 
King to the City, and aſſure him of their future Alle- 
giance. All the Officers of the Militia did the like. The 
King being ſatisfy'd with the timely Penitence-of his Sub- 
jects, and having commanded ſome preparatory Altera- 
tions in Places of Truſt, enter'd this City on the Twen- 
ty firſt of the laſt Moon, with the Joy and Acclama- 
tion which cou'd expreſs the Love of his People, and: 
2 Regret they had labour d under during his Ab- 
Dee. SOL ge IL Os 
Thou ſeeſt, illuſtrious Miniſter, that tho? by the Arti- 
fices of a Factiau a King may be render'd odious to his: 
Subjects, be baniſh'd from his Palace, and have the Gates: 
of his Cities ſhut againſt him, as befel to this Ting; Yet 
the Inconveniences they feel in taking up Arms againſt 
him ſooner or later bring em to Repentance; and they 
are glad to court his Return, whom but a whileagethey: - 
fore d away by their Undutitulneſs, to gratify the Ambi- 
2 IE | OL, tion: 
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tion of à bold young Prince of the Blood, who promis d. 


and ventur d all things in hopes of a Crown. For it cannot 
be ſuppos'd That the Prince of Conde had leſs Aims when 
he firſt began this War; tho' his Pretences were ſpecious, 
only to remove Cardinal Maxzarini,. and other evil Mini- 
ſters from the King, and to protect the French from the Ma- 
chinations of Spaniſh and Italian Counſels; whilſt it is 
evident, That all along he and his Party have been ſup- 
ported by the King of Spain in their Rebellion. One would 
wonder how the French, a ſenſible and witty Nation, could 
be thus impos'd upon. But the Arabian Proverb ſays, 
There are none ſo blind as thoſe that wilfully ſhut their 


Let whatever ſtupidity reigns among. the Franks, 


methinks nothing but Light and Reaſon ought to appear 
in the Actions of the Myſſulmans. I am confounded to 


hear of the Rebellions in Syria and Egypt. Will they 
never give Reſt to the Banner of the Prophet! Muſt 
the ſupreme Miniſter be ever employ'd in proclaiming: 
the Neſiraum? What Offence has been given to the 
Baſſa of Damaſcus, or to him of Caire?, e 
Sage Preſident of the Imperial City, I am abaſh'd be- 
fore the Infidels, when J hear theſe tragical Reports 
out of the Eafe. b 13 
But what can be expected, when the Manners of 
the Faithful are quite eſtrang'd from theſe- of their 
Fathers? The Meuſſulmans almoſt out-do the Franks 
in Vice and Debauchery. _ ly A. 
When thou readeſt this draw thy Scymitar and make 
a Scabbard of the next, Man who mutters a Word a- 


— 


| Paris, 26th of the 5th 13 
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ell thee, 'I' am neither melancholy nor merry, but 
A in a kind of mungrel Humour, between both. I 
am half Democritus, and t'other half Heraclitus; being 
N diſpos'd to laugh and weep at the Vanity of 
a! Things here below. That Thought touches me 
ſenſibly, yet not enough to carry me into Extremes. 

f The Miſery and * of the whole Life of Mor- 

; tals, are Themes ſcarce worth à Paſſion. Whatever 


i we endure as an Evil, or poſſeſs as a Good, are both 
l fo ſhort, that as the one need not fink us to an Ex- 
. _ ceſs of Grief, ſo neither does the other deſerve a Pa- 
4 roxyſm of Foy. A Sigh or a Tear are enough for the 
p firſt, and a Smile is too much for the laſt. My Mind 
| at preſent is an "Equilibrium. . 
0 What ſignifies the Birth of the greateſt Monarch, 
8 or that he can boaſt of a long Deſcent of Kings, his 
| Progenitors? He is born to Labour and Trouble as well 
f as Sther Men; and all the charming Pleaſures that at- 
af tend a Crown are ſcarce ſufficient to recompence his 
ks Cares and Fatigues, his Hazards and Toils, and the 

perpetual Riſques he runs both in Peace and War. 
= If. from the Cradle he make an early Step to a 


Throne, tis but a mock Honour to be orown'd with 
a Wreath of Briars, ſqueez d and preſs d into his ten- 
der Temples by the deceitful Hands of his Guardians 
and Miniſters, who ſtrive only to lay the Foundation 
of their own Honour in his Ruin, by improving the 
Time of his Minority, and making Oppreſſion chymi- 
cal; that during their preſent Authority, they may 
expect the Life and Elixir of his Subjects Wealth, and 
hoard” it in their own Coffers, leaving only the Lees 
to him when he comes of Age, and theſe generally 
compounded with the III- will of his People, I wiſh 
* the Caſe prove not the ſame in our preſent Sove- 
ER HHS - | reign 
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_ reign Sultan Mahomet ; who, thou know'lt, was lifted' 
to his Father's Throne before his Time, and by Methods: 


which cannot be juſtify d. It was the Mwfti's Plot, ho 
is the Oracle of the Laws, and ſo the Muſſulmans acquieſ- 
eed. But mark the End; fuch Treaſons ſeldom eſcape 
unpuniſh'd. Tho” Sultan Thrahim was depos'd and im- 
priſon'd, (not to mention that which grates the Ears of 
any loyal Ottoman) tho his eldeſt Son be placed on his 
Throne to ſerve the Ends of a Faction; yet a younger than 
he may live to revenge the Wrongs that were done to his 
Father, and 2 Empireot the Faithful to its priſ- 
tine Grandeur. There are now above three Tears elaps d 
fince the Change of Affairs at the Seraglia. In the mean 
Time, doſt thou not obſerve the Diſcontents of the Peo- 


ple Is there not a general Coldneſs and Neutrality to 


be diſcern'd in the Converſation of thoſe who, at firſt, 
were moſt forward to approve the Muſt? Proceedings? 


Men begin every where to reflect on the preſent Revoluri- 


85 and its fatal Conſequences. The Venetian Man, they 
ay, has quite impoveriſh'd the Empire. Decay of Trade, 
Want of Money, and a Thouſand other Things, are the- 


daily Complaints in Conſtantinople : This I am told from 


very good Hands, Men of ſeveral Nations, Merchants 
who trade in that City, Perſons. altogether unbyaſs d. 
They, as Strangers, have been inquiſitive, during their 
Reſidence there, into the Humours of the People, to find 
how the M uſſulmans ſtand affected to the preſent State of 
the Orroman Affairs. I who approve not the Preſumpti- 


on of thoſe Infidels, yet make uſè of it to inform my ſelf 


of ſeveral material Paſſages, which I could not otherwiſe 
learn at this Diſtance from the auguſt Port. 


They tell me, 'Fhe Soldiers murmur that ſo: many 


thouſands of Men have been ferific'd in Candia and 
Dalmatia; whilſt what they gain in the and. they loſe 
en the Continent: For, it | nts) Venetians are ſtill 
too hard for us one way or ether, They grumble alſo: 
for want of their due Pay, and that they have not Bread 
enough to keep em from ſtarving. A certain Greek aſ- 
ſur'd me, he had heard ſeveral; of the Spahi's ſwear 
folemnly, That it was agreed amongſt them, not to go 
into Dalmatia the next Campaign. But this: I n a 

Anh . | all 


. 


* As Fe 3 — 
* 


a SDV at PARIS. 165 


| Strain of the Grecia s natural Faculty who, thou knoweſt, 
are much given to Romancing. However I hear enough 


both from them and other Travellers of Eaſt and eſt, to 
convince me, That ſome of the Grandees at the Imperial 
Ciry are in a tottering Condition. 


All which ſerves but to confirm my firſt Diſcourſe, 


that hardly any 2 on Earth is worth a Thought, 


ſince all Things are of ſo ſnort Duration. e 
In a Mord, the World ſeems to be a Garden interming- 
Jed with Roſes and Weeds. The firſt are ſo cloſe encom- 
paſs d with Thorns, That a Man cannot gather em with- 
out wounding himſelf : And if there be more caſe in 
cropping the latter, yet they are unwhelſome, and 


_ ſtink; putting a Man to as frequent Purifications, as 


the Times he touches em. | | 
Let thou and L dear Dgnet, paſs along the Alleys of 

this Garden, view her Beauties and Deformities with an 

even Mind ; not putting our ſelves to the Fatigue of ga- 


thering her Flowers, or ſuffering our ſelves to be tempted 


with her ſefter we ere. But let every Thing we ſee 
and hear in this enchanted Ground, ſerve the Ends of our 


Contemplation, being ſtedfaſtly mindful of this Truth, 


That all thoſe Things which appear ſo gay and full of Charms, 
are nothing but mere empty Idea's and fleeting Shadows of 
that ſubſtantial and permanent Pleaſure which has her Re- 
„ OOO 1 
Thou may'ſt tell the Kaimacham, our Friend, that 
now the King of France begins to play the Monarch on 
the Bottom of his own Wit and Courage, without the 
Aſſiſtance or Counſel of Tutors. He has brought the Par- 
liament to an abſolute Compliance with his Will, having 
— Senate of diſaffected Members, and baniſh'd 
om the Court the D#ke of Orleans, who pretended a 


Right to rule his Sovereign. In the mean Time, the 


Prince of Conde has taken Rerhel, and St. Menebound, 
whilſt Barcelona is ſurrender'd to the Spaniards. Thus 


what is gain'd in one Point, is loſt in another. Doubt- 


leſs there is nothin: ſtable on Earth. 
Paris, Sth of the 11th Moon, 
F the Tear 1652, 
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HN Adventure, and miraculous Eſcape over the 
Danube, put me in Mind of a certain French No- 
Bleman of the Prince of Conde's Party, who laſt Sammer 
being cloſely purſu'd by ſome of the King's Horſe, and 


himſelf excellently mounted, leap'd Hedges and Ditehes 


to avoid Captivity. At length they had chas'd, him into 
the Corner of the Land, from whence it was impoſſible 
for him to eſcape but by ſwimming o'er a ſmall Arm of 
the Sea. What Riſques will not a Man run for the Love 
of Liberty? This Perſon, like an o er- heated Stag; 
ceiving his Hunters cloſe at his Heels, boldly leap'd ot 
Horſe-back into the Sea, chuſing rather to periſh in the 
Waters, than to fall into his Enemies Hands. 


** 
* 


None were ſo hardy as to follow him through the 
uncertain Waves. However his Horſe being of matchleſs 
Strength, carried him ſafe over to the oppoſite! Shore. 
As ſoon as he arrived at the next Town, where he had 
many Friends, he related this wondertul Paſſage. But in- 


ſtead of cheriſhing his Horſe for ſo faithful and invaluable” 


a Service, he drew his Sword, and immediately kill'd 
the Beaſt that ſav'd his Life, ſaying, He did it for the 


Sake of Fame, being reſoly' d that his Horſe, ſhould ne- 


ver perform the like Service to any other Mortal. 


- This was an ungrateful Caprice, and far from the Mo- 


» 
* 


rality of Sultan Selim, the Son of Bajaxet, who; when 
his truſty Horſe Carabuluc had once ſav'd his Life by his 
extraordinary Swiftneſs; he in token of his Thankful- 


neſs, built a Stable on purpoſe for him in a large Enclo- 


fare of Meadows, allowing a Penſion to a Groom to Wait 


on the meritorious Beaſt, and give him his free Delight 


in all Things as long as he liv'd, commanding that he 


ſhould never more be forced to labour or travel. And 


to compleat the Happineſs of the Beaſt, he cull'dout _ 
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of che beautiful'ſt Mares of Arabia to accompany him; 
charging alſo, that the Doors of the Stable ſhould: be al- 
ways open for the Horſe to go in or out, and range when 


and where he pleas d. This was a Generoſity worthy of 


an Eafters Monarch, whom as thy Letter informs =, 
thou haſt in Part imitated. 


But ſuch is ſome Men's Ambition ins vain Defire 90 


be talk d of, that they care not by what barbarous Me- 
thods they accompliſh: their Aim: It was a Motive of 
this Nature which tempted Eroftratus to ſet Fire to the fa- 
mous Temple of Epheſus; which had been two hundred 


Years in building, and was numbred among che Seven 


Wonder, of the World. 


This happen d on the very Night that Aae the 


Great was born. And the Villam being ask'd why he 


committed ſo deſtructive a Sacrilege; anſwer'd, That it 
was to acquire an immortal Fame by ſo ſfupendlous a Wick- 
edneſs, ſince he cod not hope to ba: recorded for his Vir- 


kme. 


Plurarch mentions a Jeſt that was + on this: De- 
ſtruction of Dianas Temple. For it was common in 


Tl Body's Mouth, That the Goddeſs being calPd that 


t to the Labour of Olympias, the Mother of Alex- 
5 cou'd not be preſent at Home to ſave her Houſe 
from burning. For the Gentiles beliey'd, That Diana 


(whom they alſo call'd nt was invilbly Wente at 


The Birth of Children. 


However, the Prieſts made no Jeſtor t; but ran up: and 
down howling and making Gaſhes in their Fleſh, preſag- 
ing. that Fate was that Day buſied in ſigning the Decree of 
| 4 7s Ruin. This is certain, that that very Nightthe Man 
was born who was deſtin'd to ſubdue all Aſia, and on 
the Ruins of the Per ſian Empire raiſe the Monarchy of the 
Macedonians. However, the Villain who burnt the Tem- 
ple had not his Defire; for it was decreed thoughout all 
Aſia, that his Name ſhould never be mentign:d in Hiſto- 
5%, or any public Writings., 
It is recorded of a certain Gouernor of a City i in Italy, 
that being on the Top of an high Tower: with only = | 
Pope, the German Emperor, and an Ambaſſador —— - 
nice nn * he was tempted to throw the two 


former 


The Crafty are the only Men of Virtue and Merit among 
rea: 9G” 72 n 0 
Thou may'ſt alſo report for a Certainty, That the 

Spaniards have taken Dunkirk in Flanders, and Caxal in 
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11 former over the Battlements, as they were taking a Sur- 

Wi) vey of the City; © which he might have eaſily done, 

TI for they were both aged, and incapable of reſiſting his 

10 Strength. This Paſſage he confeſs'd to his ghoſtly Fa- 

"5 ther; and being ask d, what induc'd him to think of ſuch 

"RM a horrid Treaſon ? He anſwer'd, That it might be ſaid, He 

wo - did a Thing which was never done before, nor in all Pro- 

3 | Sability would ever be done again; ſince no Prince, having 

Wo heard fuch a Story, would ever venture himſelf into the 

1 ou Danger without a ſufficient Guard of his own. But 

" however he had not Reſolution enough to go through 

Wl with his Project. | 

Wi! I hear thou art like to acquire Fame by other Method 

* than theſe, being in a fair Way to riſe by thy Virtues 

Wo to ſome conſiderable Employments in the Empire; for 

* which I equally rejoice with thy ſelf. OUS | 

* In the mean Time *twill perhaps be obliging to tell 1 

by thee ſome News out of theſe Parts, which will make } 

90 thy Company welcome to the Grandees: They love to 0 

9 to converſe with Men who can furniſh them with In- f 
_ telligence of Foreign Affairs. | e FI 0 

. The freſheſt Diſcourſe here is of the Impriſonment of e 

1 the Cardinal de Retx, who was arreſted by the King's Or- t] 

bi, der on the nineteenth of this Moon. What his Crime is I J 

. cannot inform thee, unleſs it be that he is an Enemy to F 

* Cardinal Maxarini. People generally give him the Cha- Vi 

Sil racter of a very honeſt Man; but thou know*ſt Honeſty 80 

1100 is counted a Vice in the Courts of theſe Weſtern Princes. a 

| 

bi 


' 

j 

: 
* 


the Dukedom of Mantua. This Town is ſaid to be the Key of t 
all Iraly: I cannot tell thee which is the Lock it belongs to; aft 
nor, I believe, they themſelves. But this J obſerve, on 
that when the King of France ſits down before any Place Fall 
with his Army, whoever has the Key, neither Locks nor 
Bolts e in keep him out long. And tis ten to one if he do 
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[1 not find an Entrance into this Place again very ſpeedily, dug 

17 when the Spaniſh King has pleas'd himſelf for a while * 

4 vwith an imaginary Poſſeſſion of it. = Thi 
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I conelude my Letter juſt at the Hour when! the old 


Year expires, according to the Account of the Chriſtiaus, 
wiſhing thee! a Scene of Nem Felicit ies. 
Paris, 3 iſt of che 12th Moo, 
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ce To: 51 fer th ft 
if C ry 2 pro iante Þ . E een 
Hun the Opportunity of a Day or two more be- 
1 fore the Poſt goes out of Town, I make uſe of it 
to ask thee, Whether there be any Notice taken in your 
Parts of a Comet newly appearing above the: Orb of the 
Sun? It has not been obſerv'd here till within theſe 
few Ni hts. x And the Aſtronomers, notwithſtanding the 
Coldneſs of the Seaſon, - (which I aſſure thee is ſharp 


” 
3 . . 
: 
w 


enough) are very buſy with their Teleſcopes to pry into 


the Figure of this Meteor, and obſerve its Motions: 


They take great Pains, and endure all the Rigour of the 


Froſt and Snow, in Hopes of making ſome new Diſco» 
vel Ii, 10071312 nne, ReD 
The. Vulgar look on it as a great Prodigy: There are 
a Thouſand Opinions amongſt them about its Conſequens. 
ces: Every Body ſets up for a judicial Aſtrolager. Nay, 
the Learned themſelves, and ſuch as are eſteem d great 
Phyloſophers, cannot * their Judgment concerning 
it. Some aſſert that the Macter of the Heavens is ſubject 
to Corruption and Change, and that this Comet is generated 
after that Manner: Whilſt others hold a contrary Opini- 
on. Theyae all divided, and diſpute hotly! in as nin. 
Mlligtble Juris as the Languages of America are to us of 
this Continent. They amuſe one another, and them- 
ſelyes, with far. fetch d Words: And all this while, for 
ought I know; the wiſeſt among em may be as much 
under a Miſtake as thoſe wilo never ftudy'd ſuch 


Things. All the Inſtruments of the-Opeicks are ſought 
. 
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out to help their Sight; and yet they may be as much 
in the Dark as the Men in Plato's Cave. lt is an Article 
of my Faith, that we Mortals know very little of thoſe 
far-diſtant Beings. But theſe Franks are the moſt opiniona- 
ted People in the World; no Man has the "Modeſty to al- 
low another as much Right to Reaſon as himſelf. 
Every one ſets up for a Dogmatiſt, and requires the In- 
tellects of all others to be reſign'd to his; tho' perhaps 
that be only form'd by the Rules of his Parents, Lon Im- 
preſſions of his early Years, the Force of Education, the 
Faſhion of his Country, or by ſome notable Accident in 
his Life: All which are equally. liable to Falſhood and 
Truth. How many Sects were there of the ancient Phi- 
loſophers, ſtrictly defending their Several Opinions? One 
fays, the Heavens are made of Braſs; another of Iron; 
a third of Smoke. This will have em to be folid, that 
fluid: There is no End of their Controverſies. 
In the mean Time no Man knows what they are 
made of, or what is the Figure of the World; whether 
round or ſquare, or be all Dimenſions; whether 
Matter be diviſible or indiviſible in the laſt Acom. Who 
can aſſure me, if there be only one World, or whether 
there may not as well be a Thouſand Millions? Whether 
the Stars be Opake Bodies as this Earth, and inhabited, 
or no? I tell thee again, there is no certainty of theſe 
Things. Man's Senſes are too weak, his Imagination 
too frail, and all his Faculties far too ſhort to comprehend 
the Worts of the Omnipotent, who alone is wiſe and per- 
& in Science. . än gen e Ve el MEFS ERC 
Wilt thou have my Opinion of this Comet I am 
apt to think tis ſome ſuch Globe of 'combuſtible Matter 
as our Earth appears to be, and perhaps burden d with 
as many Sinners, that either m__ Courſe of Nature, 
or Decree. of Deſtiny, the enclosd Fire has broke ite 
Bounds, and ſpread its conſuming Flames o'er the Sur- 
face; which embodying -thetmſelves in the Pyramid of 
Smoke, ariſing from ſo vaſt a"Conflagration, cauſe that 
Appearance which we call the Tail of à Blazing-Star. 
And, for ought I know, aſter the fame Manner ſhall all 
our Globe appear to the Inhabitants of thoſe remote Worlds 
dt Our Day. Judgment. 71 9770 
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Fre eth. Matters, nor will J ſhut 


2 Saul from future Lights; but leaving * 
dem, full of Myffery and da Faces, I 
il expect no better fate than that of Socrates, That 
as have" liv'd, ſo ſhall I die in Doubt, pit ws yo. 
1 Pf Satisfaction! in = next World. 
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8925 © ug beginneſt 100 own ioths Fruit: * thy 
Travels : May ſt thou live to have a full Har- 
veſts» I eſteem myſelf infinitely obliged to the #uſ- 
trious Baſſa, our Countryman, for this particular Friend- 
ſhip in this Buſineſs. Tis true, thy own Merits' were 
a Hftelent Recommendation But what Light can 2 
Candle give that is ſhut upcloſe in a dark Lanthorn-? So. 
thick Was the Feil, 2 thy own Modeſty. "had 
eh. o'er the Splendor of the moſt ren bir. 
es. 
Son of m Mother, let not what 1 bare Laid 
for the @ my of a, Flatterer. Thou knoweſt 1 i paſs 
free from that Vice, as I am from Envy. *Tis Af- 
fection only guides my Pen, when I tell thee; I hear- 
tily rejoyce in my g, s Proſperity ; and that the 
Grand Feng. has a fait 72 Ser uant. I hope that 
Sovereign of Soverei gn, will. in, Time find Reaſons ts 
e noble Kerkey Haſſan, the good 
Office he has done him in preſenting. ſuch. a Slave, 
Let no Ta of thine baulk my ExpeQation, | 
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Twill be an erernal Hau to the Haſe and The 
from which we deſcend, if by. acquitting thy ſelf 
fairly. in this Poſt, our great. Maſter \ſhall:think thee 


Ye: af. a more ſablima Station;” Therefore cſtean 


y-asa Byal of thy Fidaliy: and how: iar thou 
22 cap ale of. ſerving. the Sultan. Be induſtrious, but 
not aﬀected in diſcloſing thy Abilities. Obſerve a 
Gradation ; for the ſloweſt Steps of Greqtnefs are the 
moſt ſecure. Aim not to be rich and migluy on a 
ſudden. Swift Riſes are often attended with precipi- 
tate Falls. If, in other Caſes, tis commendable to be 
niggardly of Time, and Sap every Minute to an 
Improvement in Virtue ;, thou wilt find it expe- 
dient to follaw/ other Aale in thel way of grow- 
ing Great: And that to be 2 in Years of Pati- 
ence, will be no unprofitable. Frugality in the main; 


- ſince 'what is ſooneſt got, is generally ſhort in the poſ- 


ſeſſion; and he that monopolizes Howours or Wealth, 
is moſt Times envyed to his Ruin, 

Nature it ſelf ſhall convince th of this, if thou 

wilt but contemplate hey moſt” chin Wo Ms. 
thy. Eye on- rhe Ox among the Plants: d Pege- 
zaöle is more permanent, o greater r Service: to Men? 
Yet the Tree of ſo vaſt a Bulk, in whoſe aged hol- 
low Trunk I. have ſeen Gxteen Men fitting round a 
- Table, under whoſe wide- ſpread Branches the Houſe 
of Arow Eb niel Ehen Sherophaim — chi Emir of 
Arabia, is built and ſtands at this Da y, this 
3 1 _ not ſo big 4 the n of 
thy Right Han A Nar 7 ſpeak uh, 
tas. - thandved Fears 8 Erowing al Bides. 
_ As ——_— 4 rb and Curing Shen 
it will not u eſs Time i decayi 

to its laſt Rottenneſs. FT; N 0 


They ** alſo, That an Hh, the . 
ly s tw 
undes Veats, and odge e its g 
9 


the greateſt Part of that t 
of ends 2777 Ages. "UW 4 FAS 
Yn heads ae : an on they 
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But not to tire thee with Examples of this Nature, 


let us conſider, that whatſoeyer-is great and durable 
among Men, whatſoever is illuſtrious and excellent, is 


flow in the Production, and makes not haſty Leaps to- 
Maturity. View all the Monarchies that have made ſo much 
Noiſe on Earth, and thou wilt find, that in Proportion 
to the Time of their growing Greatneſs, was the Term 
of their Durarion. How {ſwift was the Riſe and Fall 
of the Perſian Empire? Equally precipitate was that of 


the Maretoniams. None could ever boaſt of fo perma- 


nent and univerfal a Sway as the City or Rome, of 
which it is commonly ſuid. Rum was not built in u 


Day. - 135 11 oy of * . Heng : TY | | | 
To come nearer Home: How lafting and perpetu- 
ally Victorious, is the ſarred Empire of the 2 . 


| Yet it took its firſt Riſe from very finn Beginnings, 


met with frequent Repulſes, and has made a ſlow Pro- 
preſſion to the preſent formidable Height of Sovereign 
Power it now poſſeſſes: For, thou know'ft, this is the 
thouſandth, ſixtiethand third Year, fince the Holy Flight” 
of the Meſſenger of Gl. . 
What 1 have ſaid, may be apply d with Proportion 
to Mens perſonal Advances in the HFonbuays and Foftunes 
of this World. Be content therefore with the Sexſors: 
wherein Deſſin ſhall think fit to raiſe thee, and ſtrive 
not to out- run thy Fate. 

All the News that I can tell thee is, that Cardinal Ma- 
zarini return'd the 13th of the laſt Moon, from his ſe- 
cond Bani ſhment; which thou may'ſt report for a Tyadh- 
/ and 

We are all Exiles here on Earth. Got reftore us to a: 
R gion more agreeable, and admit us to the Careſſes of 
our Friends in Paradiſe. mme. 


Paris, a5th F the zd Mini. 
( I 


- * " > * * 
+ % - 1 1 * . F " 1 > 3 5 e q l 0 4 * 
3 1 6 — A "OE. * p » 


174 LEerTERs Vrit by 


* 8 


« W £ . * a + + 
1 0 a 1 4 1 4 ; 5 90 > t 51 
« * ” 
- N 1 4 
4 k 6.36 n » 8 1 2 2 2 2 * 4 . „ 
| 5 59h J E T 5 | R - 1. 4 [I $24 
. ; ' * 

16 * 2 83 e Ss 1 7 5 PREY $ « ma . PA . 
* 4 Ts | wen 3 & 22 44 * o 7 7 #7 & 0 9 4 0 * ; j 
*. * ww : * © 1 A " *% 24S 75 * 1 7 

a 7 ; OLD EAR WC «Ss ba FS: Ix + 5 . T a4 7 

G — 4 ; * X : . 
8 2 ; 2 13 1 9 NN F 1448 

19 — 5 8 ; 4 i 

Kerker Haſſan, Bafla. 
7 & 0 3 2 o "PN. 
"©. & k % 14 , — 217 a 44 * 1 0 > i 7 { F * £ 2 [3 : ; ; 

i 4 * 1 ; . SS * * £46 % Þ 4 


A 


a thee from a thouſand Sources. Thou are a true 
Friend, and our whole Family are obliged to thee for 
Favours which have no Number: But none more than my 
Brother and I ; Our Engagements to thee are equal; ſince 
whatKindneſs thou haſt ſhewed to him, in recommending 
him to the Sultan's Favour, and to a Place of Honour 


and Profit, I take as done to my ſelf, we being naturally 


Sharers in each other's Proſperity, or adverſe Fortune; 
for ſuch is the Method of ſtrict Relations and Friendſhips. 
And I have a particular Reaſon to thank thee, becauſe 
it was at my Inſtance thou promoted'ſt him. Vet tho 
he is BY. Brother, I ſhould not be ſo partial as to ſay 
theſe Things in his behalf, did I not know him to be a 
Man of Merit. For Places of Truſt ought not to be 
beſtow'd for Favour or Affection. We are bound to 


kcrifice all private ;Regards to the Iatereſt of the Grand 


Seignior; and not act like the French, who get Offices 
of the greateſt Importance many Times by being of a 
Faction, or Party, oppoſite to their King. 
Since the Return 4; Cardinal Mazarini to this Court, 
which was in the foregoing Moon, the King has reform'd 
many Abuſes of this Kind: He begins to feel his own 
Strength and Authority ev'ry Day more and more, 


In the Moon of December dy d Cardinal Richlieu's 


Brother, Who was 37 of Lyons, and Grand Almoner 
of France. The King has beſtow'd theſe Honours on 
Cardinal Antonio Barberini, who took Sanctuary in this 
Court; from the Perſecutions of the preſent Roman Pon- 
tiff, almoſt ten Years ago. He has always eſpouſed the 
King of France's Intereſts in Rome. And the grateful 
Monarch receiv'd him with much Affection; and, as an 
additional Honour, has made him a Knight of the Hol 
Spirit. This is the chiefeſt Order of Knighthood in One 


HE Bleſſings of God and his Prophers deſcend upon | 


A is we >. we 7 


Sj 4: «3 


a SPVat PARIS. yy 
It is freſhly reported here, that the Duke of Newburgh, 


a great Prince in Germany, is dead. They talk alſo of cer- 


tain Prodigies that have been lately ſeen in England, Ireland, 
and other Parts of Europe; as raining of warm Blood, 
Tin and Copper. And tis affirm'd for certain, that three 
Jay's were lately ſeen at Dublin, the chief City of Ire. 


There has been a Sea-Combat between the Engliſh and 
Hollanders, on the Coaſt of Italy. Wherein they ſay the 
Dutch had the Victory, having ſunk two of their Enemies 
Ships, and taken-one, without any conſiderable Loſs on 
their own ſide. FF . 5 
Here is no other News: ſtirring at preſent, worth the 
Knowledge: of a Muſſulman Grandee. - The Eyes of all 
the Weſtern: Nazarenes are fix'd on that Refuge of the 


World where thou reſideſt, and on · the Actions of our in- 


ee eee, 
They diſcourſe of ſome Overtures of Peace which that 
great General has made to the Venetians, if they will forth- 


with ſurrender the City of Candia to the victorious 


O/mans. | 


If this be tr one would. think ſo great Clemency 


muſt needs. tempt the proud -Infidels to Submiſſion and 


Compliance. But if Deſtiny has otherwiſe decreed, I. 


wiſh they may feel the Force of our Arms, which appear 
more keen than ever the Scythe of Time, the Devourer 


Paris, 27th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1653. | 
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T* HY laſt Letter ſpeaks thee at once willing to be 
enlightned, yet tenacious of thy old Prepoſſeſſions. 
I wonder not at the difficulty thou findeſt in ſhaking 
off the Precepts of thy Rabbi's, thoſe Religious Triflers. 
The Influence of Education is as forcible as that of our 
Birth: And the Habits that are rooted in us in our 
tender Tears are harder to be diſplanted, than the 7nberent 
Aﬀeitions of our Blood: This is ſignify d by the Ara- 
bian Proverb, which ſays, The Tutors of Yeuth have an 
Aſcendant over the Stars of their Nativity. 
- I know it has been eſteem'd the peculiar Glory of 
thy Nation, that you have been rigid obſervers of the 
Traditions of your Fathers: From which, rather than 
deviate a Tittle, there have not been 'wanting ſuch as 
freely expos'd themſelves, and have bravely endur'd 
Racks, Scourges, Burnings, and all ſorts of Torments, 
even the moſt exquiſitely cruel Deaths, that the Malice 
of Tyrants could invent. But do nat I know alſo chat in 
ſome of the moſt weighty Points of your Law, your 
Zeal has exceeded your Prudence ? I ſpeak not of the 
private Bigotry of one Man, orafew; but of the Re- 
preſentative Body of the whole Nation. Hoy fooliſhly 
ſuperſtitious were your Armies in the Days of Mat- 
tathias, when being aſſaulted by their Enemies on the 
Sabbath Day, they refuſed to draw a Sword in their 

own Defence, and ſo were all cut off by the Army of 
Antiochus? This is no invidious Remark of your Ad- 
verſaries in Religion, but the Obſervation of Foſephrns, a 
Man of the ſame Faith, and ſprung from the Stock of 
Iſrael as well as thy ſelf. | 

Now tell me thy Opinion, did your Fathers do well 
in thus ſacrificing themſelves and the whole W 2 


r Bo oma. mo Mi. ns or oe we. fac K.. A ² 


— 
* 


% 


2 Spy. PARTS. 177 
Tae! to a miſtaleen Pabtcrihv of that Obedience they 
ow'd'the Law, er n? If theu alte weft the formef, 
then Marmdibias did Witkedly in Making a Decree," that: 
from thenecfotth ir Mud be awful on the Shbbarh Day - 
to reſiſt their Ehemies; and all the Jews were guilty, of- 
many notorièus Beaches 6f the LXW, in e this 
Decrte, and fighting on the Sam Day: But if thong: 
fay'ſt, chey dig il fa not fichting, tho at à prohibited! 
Time, and pfohlibited under the fevereſt Ci#/es, then it 
follows, rhät khere is no Point of you Law which tay 
for; nay, Which ought not to be diſpenſed With, au 
gwe way to the Intereſt of Sture, and the O664 of 
the Coimoawealth! So that at thris rate the Religion för 
Which you are all fo zealous, Will appear to be bitt a. 
Form of Goberument, divinely cöntrived for human Re- 
gards. 1 do not call in Queſtion the Hirnculoþes Defvery- 
ö of your Lit on Mp Sinai. Suffer te to plead withs- 
cout Suſpicie of Partiality: Edo not go about td ia. 
J date the Tſtimony of Moſes and the Prophets. Ddubtiefs: 
e the not High came down through the Heavens, attend: 
a. ed with Myriaus of Angels, and thirty toro thouſatii Cha- 
8 riots of Fire; and Wheñ he ſtobd dn the Top of the Moun-- 
tain, the Rear ot his Train had not paſsd the Silver Gates ot 
the Mn. The Sun appeat'd in his Circuit, as one aſtoniſt' d;: 
he bluſh'd, and fled away from the ererntl Brightneſs, 
not able to endure the Luſtre of à Glory fo far fut paſ 
fing his O] n. The art were dauzled at the immr-- 
tal Splemlor, and miſtook their Courſe ;/ they ran again(Þ- 
one another in their affrighted Carters. And as 2 laſt- 
ing Memorial of that glorious Deſcent, the Angels Teftr 
the bright Dnpre ſſon of their Pobrſteps in the Path; that: 
heavenly Road is to this Day diſtinguifrd from all the feſt: 
of the Sky by its /hiteneſs, which makes the Aſtronomers 
all ir THE MIE KT Ar. 
The Nations of the Eurth were amaz'd at the tres- 
mendous Viſton and Note ; for the Mountaim was all 
on Fire, whoſe Flames reach d up to the Clonils, and its 
__ In ah were 8 . Globe trembled and 
dat the dreadful Thunderings, and the Ligbininꝝs penle- 
mae che Abyſs of Hell. The Be 551 Were 
ſtartled at and ask d one another, I 
= 1 the? 
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the Day of Judgment were come? The Waters hid them- 

ſelyes in their Fountains, and the Ocean utter da deep mur- 
mur. Every thing in Nature was ſurpris d with Wonder and 
Dread; and Moſes. himſelf, when he came down from 


the Mountain, Was all transform d into Ligllt. 
Thou ſeeſt, Nathan, I am no Izfidel; but believe as 
thou doſt, that the Lam of Moſes was brought down 
from Heaven. But does it therefore follow that this 
Law is univerſal and eternal? Can none be ſaved but the 
Sons of Jael, and ſuch as are proſely ted to their Re: 
ligion? Doubtleſs this is an Error as thou thy ſelf wilt 
acknowledge, when thoukaſt well examin'd the Matter. 
Remove thy Poſt a little, if it be only an Imagination: 
Riſe from the Feet of thy Doctors, who have inſtill'd in- 
to thee Prejudices againſt all the Sons of Adam, except 
thoſe of your own Race. Stand aloof for a while, and 
look round about thee to the four Minds; but fix thine 
Eyes on the Eaſt, for from thence W:/dom. takes her Ori- 
gin. Did not the ſame God who created the Fews, alſo 
create all the Nations on the Earth? And canſt thou be 
ſo blind and obdurate as to think, That Sovereignty 
Merciful made ſo many Millions of Souls on purpoſe to 
damn them ? Or that it ſhall be imputed to them for 
Sin, that they were not born of the Seed of Facob ? 
Was it in their Power to chuſe the Father that ſhou'd be- 
get them, or the Mother that ſhou'd conceive them? How 
abſurd are th Conſequences of this narrow Opinion? It 
is an unpardonable Pride and Malice, thus to contemn 
and judge thoſe that are compounded of the lame Ingre- 


dients as our ſelves. : . 127595 ien 20 
Doubtleſs God has ſent Prophets into all Nations, to 
guide them into the right Way,” and not into the Hay 
of Tafidels. Thoſe who believe the Prophets, and obey 
their Precepts, ſhall be ſav d: For they preach the Unity 

of the Divine Eſſence, the Reſarrect ien of the Dead, tlie 
Day of Judgment, the Joys of Paradiſe, and the Torments 
of the Damn d. They teach the Neceſſity of. Juſtice, 

Purity and good Works; exhorting all to practiſe the 
Golden Rule, without entangling their Minds in endleſs 
Niceties, which are but the Sopef teten of Picty, 


the excrementitious Burdens: of a religions Life. Such 
os | | Are 
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ire moſt of the troubleſome and ridiculous Ceremo- 
nies obſery d by the Zealots of your Lam, at which I 
have known the wiſer fort of Jews to laugh; Theſe 

little Superſtitions, like unprofitable Suckers, exhauſt the 
Vitals of Religion, and leave it only a /apleſs Trunk, from 


which no Fruit can be expected. Were they com- = 
manded in the Law of Moſes, ſomething might be plead- 1 
add in their Defence; but as they are only the Dreams. i 8 
* of your Rabbis, a wiſe Man would beware how he 1 

| put on a needleſs Yoke, the Stratagem of your' crafty 1 
Guides, to keep you in Subjection and a ſervile Awe of 1 
their Authority, and a religious Timorouſneſs of you = 
+ know not what. i ENS © ULEL 2% ; 
Thy Letter replies to this by Anticipation : For ſup- ' 
4 poſing that I ſhould argue thus, and charge: you with ad- i 
J ding Traditions of your own to the poſitive Injunctions of # 
| the Lam; thou telleſt me, That thoſe are greatly miſ- 1 a 
4 taken, who think that all which was deliver'd to Moſes - 1 
0 in the Maunt was written in the Two Tzbles, or compriz'd 1 
5 even in the Pentateuch, as if the Prophet ſpent thoſe for- 1 
3 tj Days and Nights only in keeping of Geeſe. For it is 1 
3 evident, ſay'ſt thou, That if God had nothing elſe to $i 
G fone him but the Written Law, he might have diſpatchd 7 
# im in an Hour ora Day at moſt. - Therefore thou addeſt, 1 
: That by Day he gave to him the Written Lam, and by = 
4 Night the Myſterious Explanation of it, call'd,.The Oral 3 
It Lam: Which Explanation Moſes taught by Mord of Mouth 1 
3 | to bre his Succeſſor, , Zoſhua to the Seventy two Seniors; 1 
* and that they tranſmitted this Oral Traditionary Comment 1 
2 dowon to their Poſterity, even to the laſt of the Prophets, 1 
t " from whom the great Sanbedrim received it. After i 8 
of this every one deliver'd.1t to his Son, as het had receiv d 1 
x4 it from his Aucnſtors; and ſo it continues to this Day 1 {6 
! to be the Rule of our Lives; in thoſe Caſes where the. 1 
Written Law is ſilent. I teil thee, Nathany There ap- 1 

| . 2... 1 

pears a great ſhew of Reaſon in What thou ſay'ſt: 1 

And it cannot be ſuppos d, That Moſes ſpent all that !' 

time only in receiving the Mitten Law. Bat on the o- 1 

ther Side, I cannot believe that the eternal Mind was if 

buſted fo. many Days in preſcribing thoſe ridiculous Rules v| [1 

and Ceremonies. Which. are found in the Talmud | Wi 
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nis of your Rabb7's. If thou canſt convince me of 
that, I will ceaſe to perſuade thee toa Change. 

I have a great deal more to ſay, but the Hour of: the | 
Poſt calls on me to conelude my Letter. In my next I 
will fully anſwer all thy Arguments. In the mean 
time, let not Cuſtom, and the Dictates of the Syna- 
. ſupplant: thy . but e Thou art a 


* Paris, 175th of the 3d Moon, | BE ; by 1 A 
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To the Sublimely Wiſe, be Seigelbr of 
Excellent. Bag, Abul ReCOWwnwn' ry 
Grand AlNONE. 70 rhe DE, If 
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E O U-4 ih x plicedo ons a high 8 eminent among 
the Faithful; and the Eyes of the Diſtreſsd are 
fix'don thee. Thou art the Patron of all the Miſerable. 
To thee, as to a Sanctuary, flies the Man, whoſe: Miſc 
_ fortunes have bereav'd him of all other Hope; whoſe 
drooping Spirits can find no Comfort from the reſt of 
Mortals. His laſt and only Refuge is to thee, who art 
the faithful Stewurd of the Grand Seignior's Liberalities. 
Let not too much Prudence ſuperſede thy Charity. The 
Wicked and the Innocent have equal Acceſs to thee: 
and it ought to be ſo; for no Man at firſt can diſtinguiſſi 

between the one and the other by their outward Aſpect. 
bw a little Examination and Converſe will ſhew the Dif- 

ference. ir Tal 12. MW, W9 
There are thoſe who vet Laths Poſſeſſions under the 
Maſque of Poverty. There are itnpudent' Beggars, who 
make à Trade of impoſing on human Compaſſion, and 
ſport themſelves in this humble Method of cheating Peo- 
Ple of their Money; hilft i imagining they Pe . 
» 4 Aer erlons 
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Perſons teally Indigent, it is thrown away on Counter 
feits, Villains and Infidels. ey 8 ad | h 


On the other fide, I have ſeem true Objects of Pity; 
Men reduc'd to the laſt Extremities, who-wou'd rather 
periſh, than expoſe-their Condition to any, ſave the Greas 
and Noble. They eſteem ſuch to be wiſe Men, gene- 

rous, and conſiderate of the Accidents which comman- 
ly befal Mortals. They think to theſe they may freely 
unboſom themſelves, tell their Wants, and claim Relief, 
without the Hazard of a Reproach, which wounds more 
deeply than a ſhort Denial.. by tt at 
Thou may'ſt know them by the: Modeſty which ap- 
pears in their Faces, (ſays our holy Prophet) and that they 
are ſoon repuls'd. To ſuch as theſe give plentiful Als, 
and do not repine. For it is as a profitable Merchan- 
dixe, ſent to remote Countries; which though. ven- 

. tur'd on the uncertain Waters, yet in Time, by the ſpe- 

| cial Bleſſing of Heaven, ſhall retura with ſeven-fold In- 

Nay, give to all that ask: For it is better to miſplace 

our Charity on nine unworthy Perſons, than to deny an 
Alms to one that is really in need. Beſide, it is not for 


4 the Honour of a Sovereign Monarch, that any Perſon in 
© Diſtreſs ſhou'd depart from his Court, fad or diſcontent- 
» ed for want of Relief. # 60 ood} cate Fo 
& I lave in ſome of my Letters glanc'd at the Vices of 
a theſe eſtern Naxarenes; and have not been altogether 
Ff ſilent as to their Virtues. Among which; their Charity is 
rt e om on wh luardon Gag ns 
Ss, The French relate a pretty Paſſage of a certain. Cards. ' 
he nal, a very good Man, and one that by the! Multitude of 
e: his generous Actions gave occaſion for the World to call 
I him; the Patron of the Poot:t: oo ns 
ct. This Eccleſiaſtick Prince had a conſtant Cuſtom, once or 
if twice a Week, to give publick Audience to all indigent 
5 People in the Hall of his Palace, and to relieve every one 
the according to their various Neceſſities, or the Motions: of 
ho his own Bounty. LT OS agg $0 Rr | 
and One Day a poor Widow, encourag'd with the Fame 
eo- of his Generoſity, came into the Hall of this Cardinal, 
on with her only Daughter, a beautiful Maid, about Fifteen 


Yea 
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Vears ot Age. When her turn came to be heard, 4. 
mong the Crowd of Petitioners, the Cardinal diſcern- 
ing the Marks of an extraordinary Modeſty in her Face 
and Carriage, as alſo in her Daughter, he encourag'd 
her to tell her Wants freely. She bluſhing, and not 
without Tears, Thus addreſs'd herſelf to Than: © My 
Bord, I owe for the Rent of my Houſe Five Crowns, and 
ſuch is my Misfortune that I have no other Means to pay 
it, ſave what wou d break my Heart, ſince my Landlord 
threatens to force me to it; that is, To proſtitute this my 
only Daughter, whom I have hitherto with great Care e- 
ducated in Virtue, and an Abhorrence of that odious Crime. 
IWhat I beg of your Eminence is, That- you: wou d pleaſe 
to interpoſe your ſacred Authority, and protect us from the 
Violence of this cruel Man, *till by our honeſt Induſtry we can- 
procure the Money for him. 
The Cardinal moy'd with Admiration of the Wo- 
man's Virtue and Innocent Modeſty, bid her be of good 
courage. Then he immediately wrote a Billet, and giving 
it into the Widow's Hands, Go, ſaid he, to my Steward 
with this Paper, and he ſhall deliver thee Five Crowns to pay 
1 Rent. ; 6 . 
e poor Woman over- joy 'd, and returning the Car- 
dinal a Thouſand Thanks, went directly to his Steward, 
and gave him the Note: Which when he had read, he 
told her out Fifty Crowns. She aſtoni fd at the Mean- 
ing of it, and fearing this was only the Sreward's. Trick 
to try her Honeſty, refus d to take above Five, ſaying, She 
ask d the Cardinal for no more, and ſhe was ſure twas ſome 
Miſtake: 1191 8:3 : 2 PIE COLDER ene «Ti 

-- On the other ſide, the Steward inſiſted on his: Maſter's 
Order not daring to call it in Queſtion. . But all the Ar- 
guments he cou'd uſe, were inſufficient to. prevailion 
— to take any more than Five Crowns. Wherefore, 
tc end the Controverſy, he offer d to go back: with her 
to the Cardinal, and refer it to him, when'they came 
Pefote that munificent Prince, and be was fully inform'd 
of the Buſineſs; Tis true, ſaid he, I miſtook ia writing 
Fifty Crowns ; give me the Paper, and I will rectiß it. 
Thereupon he wrote again, ſay ing thus to. the Womans 
CFCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 0; vega ot Wi rab 
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Sdonnicl/Chater and Virtue deſe ve 4 Recompence : Here, 1 


3 have orderid you Five Hundred Cromns; what yon can ſpare- 


of it, lay * 40 4 rer 10 gie wis N r n in 
Marriage. ' 

K 1 miſtike wok chis Cardinal was is call Farneſs.” But 
whatever his Name was, this was an Action truly heroick, 
and which has but few Parallels. 

It will be much for the Glory and Intereſt of the 
Shining Port, if thou ſometimes, by am extraordinary 
Largels, raiſe the Fortune of deſerving Men; and put 
them in a capacity to ſerve theGrand Seignior: At leaſt ſuch 
Bounty will oblige em not todiſferve him. 

Among the reſt permit me to recommeud the Caſe 
of Einol Berwana Kahemas, thy Countryman: He was 
once Profeſſor of a fair Timariot, but was turn'd out 
by Sultan, Ibrahim, to gratify a Creature of Shechier Pa- 
rn: Thou know lt:the Life of that infamous Worked 
11 ſay no more. ; 

Paris, the 24of ite 5th. Moow Frere fn 7 
Na ee e e ens 
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OU chat art, 2 Man of War. dee no 
doch, to hear of Combats and Battels ; and I tell 
thee,. that fince the Beginning of the World. there have 


never been known ſuch dreadful, Sea-Fights, as halts 
the preſent War, between the. Eng liſh. and 3 t 
ſeems there is an Emulation ſprung | up in thelatter.:. They 


pradge the Inhabitants of Britain the Charaifer, w 

as" been given'em from all Antiquity, Of being he moſt 

Vickorious on that Element of any Nation on 5 Earth, * 3 
Tis poſſible there may be ſome more particular 


Grounds of their preſent Quarrel, to which I am a 
Stranger : : 


Stranger: But aſſuredly they have perſued their Animoſis- 
ties very eagerly on both Sides; and let the Occaſion be 
what it will, the Dutah are ſtill Loſ er. 
1 ſent thee an Account of a Combat between their. 
Fleets laſt Tear, ſince which they have had many other 
Engagements. And *tis ſaid: here, that during this Var, 
the Engliſh have taken from the Dutch near two thouſand: 
Merchant Veſſels, have ſunk and burnt many of their 
Ships of Var, ſlain ſome of their chief Commanders, 
ſpoil'd their Trade, and reduced em almoſt to as great 
— * e 2 the 
Engliſh againſt their Sovereign the King of Spain, from 
witdm they had then newly aint: 1 SH" 2227 * 
But the moſt. terrible Conflict was on the ſecond of 
this Moon, wherein the Dureh had ſeven and twenty of 
their greateſt Ships either ſunk or burnt, two thouſand 
of their Seamen and Soldiers killed, anda Thouſand taken 
Priſoners, with many Captains. That great General 
Trump, whom I mention'd ih my lat, was ſlain in this 
Fight, after he had perform'd Prodigiesof Vialour. 


The French ſay, that during the Heat of this Engage- 


ment, Trump being exceſſive thirſty, call'd for a Bowl 
of Wine; which his Servant had no ſooner deliver'd: 
to him, but a Cannon-Bullet- took his Hand off juſt as 
he was retiring from his 'Maſter. The brave General 
_ touch'd with a noble "Compaſſion, ſpilt the Wine on the 
Deck, ſaying, It is not fit that I ſhould quench my Thirſt 
with the Blood of. a faithful Slzve. And as Toon as he had 
ſpoke theſe Words, another Bullet took from him the 
Puwex of, eycrdrigkingagain, I... 
If tuch an Accident fneule happen to thee when thou 
fighteſt againſt the Infidels, know for certain, that thou 
fhalt' be immediately tranſported to the green and ſhady 
Banks of the Rivers of Mine in Paradiſe, where thou may ſt 
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dant of the Royal Arſenal at Con- 
| Lintinople. | | 


Remember Ipromied in Jt to give "theea far- 
ther Account of Pachicour, * famous Pirate of the 
Black. Sea. Tiere eaſy to perform it, but A Temptation 
diverts my Pen another Way. 

I remember when thou wert Chians, 1 haye heard 


thee ſpeak of the Kingdom of Tunis, whither thou was 


ſent by Sultan Amurat, to compoſe the Differences 
that happen'd between the Dey and the Divan of that 
City. At the ſame Time thou mad*{t mention of a certain 
| admirable _ Engine, contrived to draw up:.Ships,. or any 
thing elſe from the Bottom of the Sea; 95K 1 
Divan of Tunis gave to the Artiſt who 


Hundred . thouſand Piaſters, as a Reward a ke. 1. Inge: 


nui 

I have read in a certain French Author of ſack” ano- 
ther Device at nice, made on purpoſe to draw up the 
famous Carrack, which they call'd the Caſile of the 


Sea. This Galleon was built of a monſtrous Bulk, more 
for State than Service; and was overturn d by her own 


Unweildineſs, as ſhe lay at Anchor, and ſunk to the Bottom: 
From , whence neither that fore · mention d Exine, nor all 


the Art of Man could raiſe her. Yet the Skill of the Eu- 
gi er was highly commended, and the Senate honour'd: 


m with the Titeof Clariſſi ima, and ſettled a noble Penſion 
on him during Life. 

It is queſtion d, whether the States of Holland will be 
ſo liberal to a certain French Engineer, who has made a Ship 
at Rotterdam, which, os 225 will out- do a the Miracles. 
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This Ship is at preſent all the Talk at Paris. Our 
Merchants receive Letters full of Wonders from the 
Low-Countries, concerning this Whirligig of a Veſſel, 
which is to move by Clock-work, without Sails, Oars, 
Rudder, or any common Marine Tackle; yet ſhall cut 


her Way through the Sea with a ſwifter Progreſs than 


the Moon glides along the Sky, or Bullet out of a Can- 


non. This is the Diſcourſe of thoſe who love to ad- 
vance all that they hear to the height of a Miracle or 
Romance. Let, tis certain the Artiſt has promis'd it 
ſhall equal the Motion of ſome Birds, and run twelve 


Leagues an Hour. Neither Winds nor Tides ſhall for- 


ward or hinder its Courſe, which depending on an in- 
ternal Principle of Motion, is to be directed on- 
ly at the: Pleaſure of him who manages r 
and Wheels. So tliat the Maſter of this Veſſel ſhall be abl 
with a ſingle Touch of his Hand to turn it to any 
3 of the Compaſs in the moſt boiſterous Weather that 
OWS. Mr Fg SRD Nate 4 


This Engineer fartherengages, that his Vol ſhall make 


a Voyage to the Eaft-Indies'in the Revolution of a Moon, 
and to ſome Regions of America in a fourth Part of that 
Time. If he be as good at Performance, as he is at Pro- 
miſing, he will fail round the Globe at this rate in three 
Moons. | TOE & 40s CA SSAD 
In farther Commendation of this wonderful Machine, 
*ris ſaid, that by a new invented Art it ſhall ſecretly, un- 
der Water, diſable any Ship, provided ſhe be within Can- 
non: ſnot; and this with fo ſudden a Force, that in the 
Space of ſix Hours it will ſucceſſively fink a Fleet of a 
r PINT 

Moreover, this Artift, to appear not leſs ſubtle againſt 


the Efforts of Heaven, than in ſurpaſſing all the Inventi- 
ons on Earth, promiſes, that his miraculous Feſſel ſhall, 
at the Diſtance of a League, cut aſunder any Spouts or 


Cataracts of Waters, which uſually threaten Mariners in 
the Mediterranean and other Seas. OO 
_ *Tis poſſible thou art very well acquainted with the Na- 


ture of thoſe Spouts, and the Danger of Ships that fail near 


them. Yet give me leave to inform thee what 1 have 
9 988 heard 


1 
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If this be 
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heard from a certain Corſair, who has often met with them 
erh 2d 00, Ha TSLET To ame 
This Pirate tells me, That a Spou⁰ eis a kind of Adue- 


— 


ut between the Clouds and the Sea; by which thoſe 
pendulous Ciſterns Above are repleniſb'd with Water 


from the Ocean drawing it up as through a Pipe; which 
ſeems to be let down for that End, at certain Seaſons, and 
in ſome particular Places, where the Water boils up firſt 


above the Surface of the briny Plain, as a Signal to thoſe 


thirſty Bladders, to make a Deſcent there and ſuck 
their fill. $135 8 = 3-0 " 5 6 5 53 | „ + hv 1 
rue, who knows but that all the Rain to 
which the Earth is indebted for its Fertility, comes 
thus originally from the Sea? For, it may be made freſh; 
either in its firſt Aſcent through the Roſcid Air, or af- 
ter its Reception into the Clouds by ſome hidden Erer- 


gy of that Element, or the natural Force of the Middle 


Region: Or at leaſt by ſome unknown Vertue, perhaps 
not inferior to that by which the Waters of a Bitter 
Lake in the Deſart became Sweet at the Interceſſion of 


our Floly Prophet, when the whole Army of the primi- 


tive Muſſalmans was like to have periſf'd of Thirſt. 


And then how will the ee e | 
om 


of all the Vapours which they ſay are exhal' 

this Globe, and after wards condens' d into Clouds? I 
tell thee that's but a looſe Notion of ſuch retentive 
Bodies, as the Clouds ſeem to be. And twould tem 
one to ask, What the Veſſels are made of which hold 
thoſe condens d Exhalations, fo that they do not fall 
at once upon our Heads and overwhelm us, but only 
diſtil in ſmall ſucceſſive Showers drop by àrop to re- 
freſu the barten Parts of the Earth; and ſerve the Ne- 
ceſſities of Men? And Why the Rains fall on the Ia- 
dies, and other Regions of the Eaſt, whole Moons to- 
gether without Intermiſſion, the reſt of the Vear be- 
ing dry: Whereas, in other Countries, the Periods of 
the Weathers Alteration are uncertain, and in ſome 


o 


Parts it feldom or never rains at alls???ʒ 0m 
Doubtleſs the Horks of the Omnipotent are inſeru- 
table: And though it may be an Argument of a great 
Wat, to give ingenious Reaſons for many wonderful 


Appearances - 


: 
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Appearunces in Nature; yet tis an Bvidence of ſmalt 
Piety or judgment, to be poſitive in any thing, but 
the Acknowledgment: of our own; Ignorance, - 7 

Now I have made as wide an Excurſion; from my 
firſt Diſcourſe, as the Maalla did, who began an G. 
ration in Praiſe of Noahs Ark, and ended with telling 
a Tale of an Armenian Wheel-Barrow. But 1 will not 
forget that I was ſpeaking of the Promiſe which the 
Rotterdam Engineer has made of his Machine. That it 
ſnould effectually break all the Force of Sports, which 
wou'd render him very ſerviceable to Merchants, as a 
Convoy to defend them from thoſe terrible Bugbears to 
Saiters. For the Cor/air tells me, That theſe Spouts ve- 
ry often occaſion Ship-· wrecks; either by entangling 
the Maſts of a Ship, and ſo overturning it: or by 


breaking in the Encounter, overwhelm it with Water 


and fo ſink it. 3 N 
He ſays likewiſe, that the Chriſtian Pirates are accu- 
ſtom'd to uſe a certain Charm againſt theſe Spouts. 
They have a Knife, whoſe Haft is made of the Bone 
of a Man's Right Arm; and every Vaſſel is bound; to 
provide one or two of theſe: Knives when they: looſe 
Nom the Shore. They buy em of certain Perſons 
who: hive the Character of Magieians: And when 
they ſee a Spout at ſome Diſtance from them at Sea, 
the Maſter of the Veſſel, or any body elſe, takes this 
enchanted Knife in his Right Hand, and holding the Book 
of their Goſpel in his Left, reads ſome Part of it, and 
when he comes to à certain Fedde which mentions 
the lucarnation of the Meffiah, he makes a Motion 
eut it in two; whereupon immediately the Spout 
breaks in the middle, and all the inclos d Water falls 
e ol RG en SH Rs ct 
Zut I tell thee, he who gives Credit to the Stories: 
of Charms, or the Projects of Men pretending to ex- 
cel all the reſt of their Race, has more Faith than is 
requiſite to him ho reads Æſop's Fables, ſince in pe- 
r "that ingenious Figmen, wie are only deſired to be- 
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0 thought by. ſome that this Engineer will, by the 
 Clock-work., of his Heels, be much more 
prick than his; Veſſel in flying the Diſgrace which 
will attend 12 if his fantaſtick Project prove un; 
ucceſsful. In my next thou ſhalt haar of ROTO: 
Paris, 12th of the e. f 
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£ ME EY at. preſent Ro the 33 Figure 
I.. and Noiſe of; -the Nasions in the I Spain, 
gerngal, and even France it Telfi | counts the Erigud- 
ſhip: af that Hand, ſinee the Inhabitants have form d 
thera{glves ino a Commoiemealth. It appears as if the 
Were but newly awakemd to a Senſe of 
their, gyn Strength, and by thus rouzing themſelves 
had alarm'd all their Neighbours. 

However it be. this has ſent an Amibaſſadortoithe 
Engliſh Court to bveak — Negotiation of the —— 
goes and to eſtabliſn a Peace betureen l 5 

if peſlible. / 7h * „ 42 Ati OC - A591 44 Nr * If j 70 War 

One cannot tell what fo make of the Maxiax of theſe 
felt. For at the! fame. time: the ſᷣaniſii d Heir of the 
Engliſh Crown takes his Sanctuary in this Court, where 
he is careſs d and made to belie vo great Things they urilldo 

towards his Raſfaurution: But Hurereſt ſuperſedes all Argus 
ments of Affection and Canſanguinity. They are more tals 
8; licitous here for the Succeſs of the Embaſſy, than for the 

Right of the poor exil'd Rujnce ./ No is calld:the RKH of 


Scotland, having been ſolemnly cramu d in has Kingdom 
lince the Death of his Father; and entering into Eng- 


land with an Army of Scots, was routed; and. hav- 
ing narrowly eſcrped the Trains that were laid for 
bis Liberty and Life at landed in this Kingdom, 
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where he has beenentertain'd with much ſeeming Alﬀce- 
tion. But thedread they are under of the victorĩous new 
Engliſh Common-wea'th, makeshim begin to talk of bis 

Departure from hencdeQ. S306 I 

The Prince of Condo hab taken Roeroy; enen ot the 
firſt Place where he ſignaliz d his Arms in the Infant 
of this King about ten Years ago; which the Superſtitious 
interpret as an Omen of N-Luck to the King. This ſort of 
People are led b N void of Reaſon, and ſo there 
is no regard to be given to their Obſervations: Yet 
ſome of the, wiſer, Sort think this -will prove a long 
Mur. ö 5 
That hich anal. People moſt, is, the ſmall Con- 
cern the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs of Lougueville 
ſhew for their Brother's Cauſe.. For while the King was 
on his March againſt the Prince of Conde, they came and 
ſubmitted "themſelves to him, and were received to Fa- 
vour. 27 who are apt to ſuſpect an Intrigue in every 
Thang: 399 „that this Reconciliation is only © feign'd on 
their Part, it being a Means to ſerve theirperſecuted- Bro- 
ther with greater Security and Succeſs: Others are of 
Opinion, that it is real, eſpecially on the Prince of Conti's 
ang fince heand his Brother had never any good Under- 

ing. 

"There has been a Battle latel fought between the French 
155 Spaniſh Forces in Italy: Wherein the Spaniards loſt 
twelve hundred Men, and the prench above that Num- 
ber of their beſt Soldiers. So that the King 6” France may 
- fay with a famous General, Victories, attended with ſo 
AF 1 ane will ruin rather than nue an Em- 
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2 Afis, Baſſa. 
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* HE Gods of the Naxarenes, one wou'd think, 
| were ſtudying how to perplex their Adorers. 
"Theſe Weſtern Parts abound with Prodigies and ſurprizing 
Events. More eſpecially the Lom- Countries feel the 
Strokes of a Hand, which by making em ſmart, 
ſeems to put em in mind, They're too high in their own 
For ſeveral Weeks we have been alarm'd from thence 


tions, Tempeſts of Thunder and Lightning, not uſu- 
al at this Time of the Tear; monſtrous Spectres ſeen 
riſing out of the Seas, Lakes, and Rivers; Armies 
in the Air, with Comets and other wonderful Appari- 
z (% ( „ · • ORF ETD 2 
The States of the United Provinces have loſt by Wreck 
ſixteen Ship, of Mur, and thirty ſeven Merchant Veſſels. 


Hollanders, had enter d into a League to puniſh them for 


ſeſs. 1334 


have conſpir d to break down their very Banks, the only 


ch, Guards they have againſt that encroaching Element. All the 
ike Low- Countries are overwhelm'd with Water: Inſomuch 


as fives Miles within Land from Oſtend, there has been 
Man. | 
Forerunner of ſome ſtrange Revolution; tho'it is but a na- 


tural Event, and frequently happens in thoſe Seas where 
Wales are more plentiful. The Naturaliſts ſay, That this 


with the Trazical Stories of Ship-wrecks,  Inunda- 


It looks as if Æolus and Neptune, the chiet Gods of the 
ſtruggling againſt their Fate, whilſt they maintain a Fleet: 
to brave aud plunder the Engliſh, undef whoſe Shadour 
they firſt roſe to the Power they ſo ungratefully now poſ- 


© For, beſides theſe Loſſes at Sea, The Winds and Waves 


found a Whale newly caſt up, ſeven times as long as a 


This the Inſidelt look upon as a great Prodigy, f and the 


King 
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King of the Scaly Nations never makes his Progreſs though 
the Seas without his Guide; which is a certain ſmall Fiſh 
that always ſwims before him, and gives him Warning of 
Flats and Shallows, upon which he often Strikes, and 
ſometimes on the main Shores, if this little Guide chanc'd 
to be deyour'd by any other Fiſn, or come to other Miſ- 
hap. And this may be tlie Reafon, why ſo many Whales 
are found on the Sands when the Tide ebbs. They fay 


alſo, that when this little Fiſh is inelin d to reſt, it retires 


into the ales Belly, repoſing it ſelf there for ſome 
time; during which the Hchale reſts alſo, not daring to 
venture forward, till his Guide comes forth and leads the 
Way. If this be true, it ſeems as if there were a League 
or Friendſhip contracted between theſe two, they mu- 
tually performing all the neceſſary Offices of Love and 
cies of Reaſon, I cannot comprehend. a 
Let them at the Port call me Mina ſih, or vohat ti 
Pleaſe, I cannot forbear doing this Juſtice, to the Fiſb 0 
of the Sea, as well as to the Animals on Earth, to ac- t 
knowledge, that either they are endued with a kind of 
Reaſon; or that Faculty which we call ſo in Men, is no 
other than ſenſe. If the Brutes perform many things 
without any Deliberation or. Counſel, fo do moſt 
Men: And no Man can demonſtrate, that even thoſe dumb 
Beings do not adviſe and project, before they attempt any 
thing of Moment towards their own Preſetvation, on 
the Service of others. Aad if they ſeem to do many 
things raſhly, it may be attributed to the Quickneſs and 
| Vivacity of their Sauſe, which. needs not the flow: and 
Aren Methods of human Counſel. - i nw 
Suffer theſe Digreſſions, courteous Baſſa; ant ſince 1 
have led thee ſo far out of the Road, take but another 
Step; and I'll ſhewy thee a great Monarch, vrho com- 
115 9 of Men, carried away Captive by a 
III/ Beaſt. | 2 
The King of France, t other Day, as he was a-Hant- 


Gratitude. And how this can be done without ſome Spe- 


1 
1 oy 


Wing. The Bird dropt, and the Monarob, eagor to take 


away 
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away with him over a great Plain, for the ſpace of half a 
League. And had not the King fallen off, within fix 
Paces of a great:Chaſm or Hole in the Earth, he would 
have been carry d, for ought 1 know, to keep Com- 
pany with Horatius Curtius, the venturous Roman, of 
whoſe Exploit thou haſt heard; for the furious Steed 
not being avrare of the Danger before him, as ſoon as 
he had caſt the King, gallop d full ſpeed into the gaping 
Precipice, and was never more heard of, ß. 
This the Frieſts cry up for a miraculous Eſcape and Pre- 
ſage, That the King is reſeru d by Providence far great 
Things. ; Ly? 4. — 3 Ss NA 
The King of Porirgal bas an Fubaſſadar here, who 
in his Maſter s Name propoſes a Match between this ki 
and the Infantes of Portugal, proffering four Millions 
Crowns as her Dawry. But the Court entertains this Mo- 
tion coldly, the Cardinal being averſe, for what Reaſon. is 
not known ; for the ant has an illuſtrious Chara- 
cter and known to be a Princeſs of incomparable Vir- 
tue. | ' T5 | 
This Minifier is managing aMatch. of nearer Concern 
to himſelf - defigning to i of his Nieces to 
the Priuce of Conti, Brother to the Prince of Conde. And, 
tis faid this Prince receives the Cardinal's Propoſals with 
leſs Scorn, than did the Coamt of Saiſſaus thoſe of Cardinal 
Richlies, On the like Occaſion. en N 12 
Hlere is a Rumout, as if the Prince of Conde would be 
condemn d by a Proceſs of Parliament,” and that he will be 
put ta Deach in MC ²·¹ůuů hs Weg, 
This Izdignity is common among the Infidels, who 
eſteem whatſoever Honour and Diſgrace is ſhewn to 
Images, as done to the Perſons whom they repreſent. 
They have no other Excuſe for their Hurſbib of 
Things made by the Hands of Men like themſelves, but 
that it is purely relative, and centers in the Proto- 
type. | | | 
In the mean time the Prince of Conde's Friends and 
Well-wiſhers ſmile at his imaginary Death; knowing, 
that if no effectual Stroke of Fate carry him out of the 
World, he will be at the Head of a potent Army in the 
Vob.!TY,i K Spring, © 


3 © £m 
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pring, to put many to Death in Reality, and by the 
Bag of the Sword, — fight for his e be 
A while ago a Man was impriſon'd-here by his own 
Folly ; having voluntarily declar'd, that he was hir'd by 
this Prince to aſſaſſinate Cardinal Mazarini. SIM 
I have formerly ſpoken of the Count d Harcourt, and 
the Diſgrace he was in at this Court, for not continuing 
the Siege of Londa, a ſtrong Hold of the Spaniards in 
Catalonia. The General is a brave Man, and has done 
eminent Services to the Crown of France. It is no won- 
der therefore, that he laid to Heart the Coldneſs and Con- 
tempt with which he was receiv'd at his Return from 
that unfortunate Campaign. Great Souls are to be ca- 
reſsd with more than ordinary Affection in their adverſe 
Fortunes; and faithful Servants ought not to be reproach d 
with every falſe Step, or ill Succeſs in their Affairs. The 
| Count reſenting the King's Carriage towards him, re- 
moved himſelf from Court, and then out of the kingdom; 
deſigning, as is ſuppoſed, to ſerve the Emperor of Ger- 
: Lan Week his two Sons, that were detain'd as Hoſta- 
ges in this City, made their Eſcape; the Dube of Lorrain 
having promiſed to give the Eldeſt his Daughter in Mar- 
Triage. | | | 
The Duke roves up.and down like a Free-Booter, with 
an Army of Banditti at his Heels. ee 
| Renown'd Afis, I make an humble and affeQionate 
Obeiſance; wiſhing thee as many Years of Life, as thou 
canſt paſs without languiſhing for Death. 


Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
_of the Tear 1653. | 


. 1 
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Fon Tu the Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa. 


HO ſucceedeſt a righteous Miniſter. Chiurgi Mu- 
1 bammet: I wiſh thee a Surpluſage of Happineſs; 
which thou wilt not fail to poſſeſs, if thou inheriteſt the 
Virtues of that Baſſa, as well as his Office. May his Soul 
now taſte the Reward of his juſt Life: And I doubt 
not but he has made an happy Experience of my Wiſhes. 
He fits down in Quiet under the Trees of Eden ; his Head 
encompaſs d with a Garland of Flowers, which never 
fade; veſted with the immarceſſible Crimſon and Purple of 
Paradiſe. He repoſes on his Bed of Delights, whilſt 
beautiful Pages ſerve him in Veſſels of Gold, ſet round 
with Sapphires and Emeralds: He drinks the delectable 
Wine which never inebriates; arid eats of the Fruits, 


, | every Morſel of which prolongs his Life for a thouſand 
2 Ages. He hears nothing but the Voices of ſuch as are 


# full of Benediction and. Joy. The Virgins of Paradiſe 
flute him with a Grace which cannot be expreſs d. They 
chant to the new-come Gueſts, Songs of immortal Love. 
To the Stranger from Earth, they tell their Paſſion in 
Strains which faviſh bis Heart. He is diſſolv'd in a thou- 
| ſand Eeftaſies. This is the Reward of a pions Muſſul- 
man, a Wiſe Miniſter, a juſt Fudge of the Faithful. Fol- 
low his Example, and thou ſhalt be tranſlated into his 
Company : For he is in a goodly Place, near the Spring- 
Hesdef pee BHg=t 170 1 i 
Thou wilt expect ſome News from me, as a Teſti- 
mony of my Reſpe&. And I cannot pretend there is 
none ſtirring, at a Juncture when all this Part of the 
World is ſo full of Action, or at leaſt of Counſels. 
Here has been great Rejoicings lately for the taking of 
St. Menehoud, a ſtrong Town in the Hands of the Prince of 
Conde. All the Officer: of the French King's Army endea- 
vour d to diſſuade him from the Siege of this Place; but 
ER Bi Cardinal Maxarini over-ruP'd their Arguments, and ha- 
i K 2 1 
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ving reproy'd their groundleſs Fears, caus'd it to be in- 
veſted and attack d the 224 of the 10th Moon. Some ſay 
he had a Party there; yet he held out till the 27th of the 
laſt Moon, at which Time it was ſurrendered upon Articles 
to the King, who was there in Perſon, with his Brother 
the young Duke of Anjon, the Queen, the Cardinal, and 
the whole Court. They return'd to this City the gth of 
They were receiy'd with great Acclamations, and ſecm- 
ing Joy, by thoſe who would have triumph'd-more hear- 
_ tily, had they been defeated, or forc'd to raiſe the Siege. 
For the Citizens of Paris wiſh well to the Prince of Con- 
de's Arms, not ſo much out of Love to him, as in Ha- 
tred of his Enemy the Cardinal Miniſter. And they are 
ſenſible, That this ſucceſsful Siege will redound wholly If 
to the Cardizal's Honour, by whoſe ſole Orders the Place 
It is diſcours d, that this Minſter has ſomenew Deſign || 
on Foot, to conquer the Kingdom of Naples. This is eer- 
tain, a mighty Fleet is fitting out to Sea: Whither bound 
no Man knows but thoſe of the Cabinet, among whom 
the Cardinal is chief - ̃ r I ih M 
In the mean while, the common People liſten after 
certain Prodigies that have been ſeen in the Air. They 
ſay, a flaming Sword pears lately to riſe in the North, 
and take its Courſe South-Eaſtward;. From whence Peo- 
ple make various Prognoſticks, as their Paſſions or Inte- 
reſts inſpire em. Some are of Opinion, it prefages the a; 
Conqueſt of Naples by the King's Arms. Others apply it 
to the new Commonwealth of England, and to the victo- ll cc 
rious Sword of Oliver; who, from General of the Ex- 00 
{iſh Army. is now, in this very Moon, exalted to the Height 
of Sovereign Power, governing the Nations of Higland, tak 
Scotland, and Ireland, under the Title of their Protector. 9, 
Here are divers of his Subjeds in this City; and other D 
Engliſh, Scots and Iriſh, who embrace the Intereſt of ſide 
Charles, the Son of their late murder d King, who has the 
been ſince crown'd King of the Scots, They give a dit- WM but 
ferent Character of Oliver; yet all agree, that he is Th 
_ wiſe Stateſman, and a great General. ba; 3 | 


The 
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MO The Scotch King's Party ſpeak contemptibly of Oliver's, 
Birth and Education: Yet thou knoweſt this hinders 
not, but he may be a Man of Whats Las Virtue. They 
relate many odd Paſſages of his Towth, which ſeem to 
we fo many Evidenees of an extraordinary Gmius, and 


that he is a Perſon of a derp R 
He tamper'd with ſeveral religious Faction, in England, 
counterfeiting an exquiſite Piety, whereby he firſt rais'd: 
himſelf a Name among the Zealots of that Nation, who 
look'd upon him there as a very holy Perſon, and one 
mark'd out by Deſtinyfor great Undertakings. | 


RA Bo A 0 2: 


e. He ſoon got à coffiderable Command in the Army ob 
Mae Revolters; where he fignaliz'd himſelf by many brave 


Actions, which ſpoke him a Man of an invincible Cou- 


Re rage, and admirable Conduct. So that at leech none 
ly BY was thought more fit than he to be General, In fine, he 


acquitted himſelf ſo gallantly in that high Office, and has 
ſo wrought himſelf into the Affections of the People, 


ign chat they now look upon him as a Prophet or Saviour ; and: 
er. the Divan or Parliament of that Nation, have conferr d on 


him the Sovereign Authority, _ | | 
Thoſe of the gifs which are affected to lis Intereſt, 
ſpeak great Things in his Praiſe: They call him another 


ter X1oſes or Joſbua; they prefer him to Hannibal, Scipio, and 

hey even to the cn Ms It is difficult for them to 

Ju ſpeak of him without Hyperboles. Tis {aid the King of 
eo- 


France Will court his Friendſhip. Indeed all the Neigh- 
bouring Countries ſtand in awe of this ſucceſsful Hero. 
And the Hollanders, who are the only People that durſt 
engage in a War with the Eugliſh Commonwealth, nov 
| _ for Peace, ſince he is inveſted with the ſapreme Au- 

ority. | | 

In the mean time, the poor exild King of the Scots: 
takes Sanctuary in this Court, with his Mother the late 
Queen of England, and his Brother, whom they call the 
Duke of York, The French King allows them all very con- 
ſiderable Pen ſions; and the latter has ſome Command in 
the Army in Flanders. There is another Brother alſo; 
but little talk'd of as yet, being the youngeſt of the 
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They are generouſly entertain'd here, it being the pe- 
culiar Honour of this Court, to be a hoſpitable Refuge to 
Princes in Diſtreſs. Vet obſerving Men ſay, the King 
will in Time grow weary of his Royal Gueſts; it being 
very chargeable to maintain them, and their burthenſome 
Retinue. Beſides, he will have ſome Reaſon of State to 
diſcard them, if he enters into a League with Oliver, the 
new Engliſh Sovereign, who is courted on all Hands. 

Eliachim the Few (of whom thou wilt hearin the Di- 
van) is juſt come into my Chamber, and brings me word, 
that there is an Expreſs newly arriy d, who informs the 

ueen of a Defeat given to the Waniards near a City 
called Rozes, which they had beſieg d in Catalonia. The 
French were going to the Relief of this Place, and the 
Spaniards ſet upon them in their March, but were beaten 
into their Trenches; from whence they fled by Night, 
Jeaving three hundred Spaniards on the Spot, almoſt two 
thouſand Priſoners, and all their Cannon and Baggage. 

This has put the Court into a jolly Humour. Nothing 
but Revelling and Dancing employs their Time: The 
young King taking great Delight in Balls, Maſques, and 
ſuch Recreations; having left off Hunting, ever ſince 
his Horſe ran away with him in the Tenth Moon of this 
Year, after he had ſhot a Partridge. Whereof 1 have 
ſpoken already in one of my Letters, ñ 


The great God preſerve thee from Precipires, Poyſon, the 
Glances of a Witch, and from being canoniz d a Martyr in 
a String : And, for other Deaths, thou haſt Virtues enough 
to encounter em bravely. le ee SE 


Paris, -3oth of the 12th Moon, — 
c 
The End of the Third Book. 
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To Bedredin, Superior of the Convent of 
Derviches, at Cogni in Natolia. 


* HEN I firſt open'd thy venerable Letter, 

| my Heart on a ſudden became freſh as a 

Garden of Roſes, or Field of Cinnamon 

and Myrrh, whoſe Odours are exhal'd by 

the Weſt Wind. In my Breaſt there ſprung a Fountain of 

Joy, ſerene as Chryſtal, and refreſhing as the Waters of 

Euphrates. - | 3 

contemplate thee as a Cedar among the Trees of the 

Foreſt, or as the durable Oak of the Deſart. May Hea- 
ven prolong thy Life, till the Sound ot the Trumpet. 

The Commands with which thou haſt honour'd me, 

came in an acceptable Hour. 1 have receiy'd. them 
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with a Complacency which I cannot expreſs. My Eyes 
were ſo fix'd on this Lines of great Purity, tha c 
could not for a long time take them off. Thou haſt hit 
the Mark of my Affection, in employing me to write 
| whatthe moſt impartial, Hiſtorians 2 of Feſus, the Son 
of Mary, the Chriſtian Meffſias. SR 
That Holy Prophet was honour'd by his very Enemies. 
Foſephus, a learned Few, who liv'd in his Time, and 
* 205 the Hiſtory of that Nation, makes worthy mention 
of him. 5 HAY 
So did many of the Gentile Philoſophers, though they 
oppos'd his Diſciples and Followers. Porphyry whom the 
Chriſtians commonly repute as a bitter Enemy to their Pro- 
feſfion, yet calls Jeſus, iſe, Bleſſed and Divine. That 
Sage was exaſperated againſt a certain Sect of Nazarenes in 
his Time, whom they call'd Gnofticks. Theſe corrupted 
the Doctrines of Plato, and the Theology of the Ancients ; 
wantonly mixing human Fables with divine Truths. A- 
gainſt theſe Porphyry ſharpen'd his Pen, and not making 
a Difference between them and other Chriſtians, drew up- 
on himfelf the II- will of them all. Tet he retaif'd a 
profound Attachment for the Meſſas. | 
Would*ſt thou know the Circumſtances of this Hoh 
Prophet's Birth? They were Glorious even in Obſcurity. 
For, though his Father and Mother were then upon the 
Road to Jeruſalem, Strangers at Bethlehem, and forc'd 
for want of Room in the Cara vanſers to lodge in a 
Stable with an Ox or an Aſs, where the Meſſias was born, 
and laid ina Manger; yet in this contemptible State there 
came ſome of the Magi out of Perſia and Chaldæaa, who 
brought Preſents to the Holy Infant; and having laid at his 
Feet Gold, Myrrh and Incenſe, they proſtrated them- 
ſelves on the Ground, and praiſed God, the Moſs High 
King of All, in that he had honour'd them with a Sight of 
the Mefſias. 9 e 
This was in the 43d Year of the Reign of Auguſtus 
Ceſar the Roman Emperor; at which time one Herod 
was Preſident of Fudea. This Man being inform'd, 
that certain noble Strangers were come out of the Eaſ 
to Feruſalem, he ſent for them, n 1150 
l | | | CCcalion 
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Occaſion! of ſo tedious 2 Journey, they gave him this... 


anſwer. © OT a 
Peace be to thee, O Sultan; There was of old 

« "Tine a Prophet of great Fame in our Natioz; who, 
« Among other Predictions that have fince come to paſs, 


” 


«left allo this in Writing „ 
That in Paleſtine ſhould be born a Child of heaven- 
« ) Race, Who ſhonld rule over the greateſt Part of 
„ the World; and by this Sign ye ſhall know the 
e. Time and Place of his Birth: A ſtrange Star ſhall 
“appear in the Firmamem, which ſhall direct you 
< to the very Houſe where yoo may find him. When 
* therefore ye ſhall behold this Star, take Gold, 
„ Myrth and Incenſe, and -following the Conduct 
* of the Star, go and offer theſe Gifts to the young 
„ Child; then return immediately to your own 
7 Country, left ſome grievous Calamity  befal 
. 
* Now this Star has appear'd to us, we are come 
* to perform What was commanded us. | 
Herod faid' to them, Te have done well. Go there- 
fore and ſeek ee for the Iufant; and when ye haue 


ly found. him, came aud tell me, that I may go aud pay 
y. Homage alſo. ee | 3 

he But they never return'd to him again; Wherefore 
4 Herod in his Anger and Jealouſy commanded all the Ja- 
a fants in Bethlehem: to be ſtrangled, that had not been: 
rn, born above Four and twenty Modzs.. But the Father: 
ere and the Mother of the Hol) Dfant fled away with him 
tho into the Land where it never rains, the ſame Night 

f that he I... 


out of approy'd Hiſtorians; for many among the Gen- 
tiles wrote of theſe things beſides. the Chriſtians. 
There was a Roman Philofopher, much about the ſame 


Magi after this Manner. Certain Oriental Per ſians, 
* 14 $ he, have ſet. Foot within the Limits of thy En- 
£ pire, bringing Preſents fit only for Kings, to a certain 

| K 5 1 


What 1 here relate to tllee, ſage Bedredin, is taken 


Time, a Man in great Eſteem with Caſar; to whom he- 
wrote a Letter, Wherein he mentions the coming of the 
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Child, newly born in the Country of che Jews 3 bot 
who this Infant is, or whoſe Son, we are yet igno- 


— — — 0 
23 — 


with no ſmall Luſtre, even in his Cradle; and in his 


and, finally, was taken up into Paradiſe. 


of Humanity both among themſelves, and towards 


5 tues. Therefore they deſpis d Marriage as an En- 
tanglement to Men deyoted to Contemplation. They 


4 e 


* WES: 1 


/ 


rant. | 


Thou ſeeſt, O pious Ne that the Meſſias appear'd 


early Years he enter'd into the Temple, and diſputed with 
the Hebrew Rabbi's, convincing them of an univerſal. De- 
fection from the primitive Law of Moſes, declaring him- 
ſelf the Meſſias, and yet in profound Humility acknow- 
vdging, That a Prophet ſhould come after him, who 
ſhould be preferred before him, the Duſt of whole Feet 
he was not worthy to kiſs. This Paſſage the Chriſtians 


have perverted to another Senſe; but the true Faithful 
know it was ſpoken only of Mahomet, the SEAL of | 


the PROPHETS. £11 F 
The Time would fail me, to recount all the ſtu- 
pendous Actions of this Man's Life: And in calling him 
MAN, I imitate his own Example; ſince through- 
out the whole he never call'd himſelf God, or the 
Son of God, as the Chriſtians do, but moſt frequently 
gave himſelf the Tizle of the Son of Man. He turn'd 
Water into Wine, fed five thouſand People with five 
Cakes and two ſmall Tenxch; Heald all Diſeaſes, 
reſtor'd Sight to them that were born Blind, rais'd the 
Dead, went inviſibly through Crowds of his Enemies, 
If thou would'ſt know more of this Holy Prophet; 
there are Hiſtorians, who ſay, He was initiated 
= yr Myſteries of the Eſſenes, a certain Se among 
© 1 3 nx 1 
That Nation, it ſeems, was then divided into ſeven 
Claſſes: Among which, this of the Eſſenes was none 
of the leaſt conſiderable, as being the moſt religions 
Obſervers of the Law. Their Converſation was full 


Strangers; avoiding Pleaſures as Enemies to the Mind, 
and eſteeming Chaſtity the very Cement of all Vir- 


had alſo an equal Contempt for Riches: No 5 
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of this Sec calbd any Thing his own, though twere 
his lawful Inheritance; but their Poſſeſſions were in 
common, and equally diſtributed. „ 
It was among their Myſteries, to anoint their Bodies 
frequently with Oyl, and as often to waſh em with 
running Water. They neither bought nor ſold, nor 
frequented the public Places; but every one commu- 
nicated freely ſuch Things as he poſleſs'd, to him 
that ſtood in Need. Thus there was: a reciprocal 
Exchange of Kindneſſes and Aſſiſtance, according to 
every one's Faculty and Power. They were very 
aſſiduous in Watching, Faſting,, and Prayers, curious 
in obſerving the various Names of. the Angels, which 
they frequently repeated, invocating thoſe happy Be- 
ings, as the Miniſters of the Ring eternal. And thoſe 
who were exercis'd in this kind of religious Life, ar- 
riv d to: ſo great a Conſtancy of Mind, that neither 
Racks, Fire, Sword, or any other Tortures, could. 
ever move em to renounce their Law, or ſpeak the 
leaſt- Word in Contempt of their Iuſtitution. Nay, 
they would rather ſuffer Martyrdom; than - be pre- 
vail'd: on to taſte of any Thing that had Life in it: 
For they were ſtri& Obſervers of the Law, which 
2 perpetual Abſtinence from the Fleſh of A. 
nimals. 6 
It was an eſtabliſh'd Article of their Faith, that as 
ſoon as the Union of Soul and Body was diſſolvd by 
Death, the former by a natural Inclination aſcends to- 
the Skies, even as Sparks fly upward when freed 
from the groſs, earthly Matter in which they: lay im- 
priſon d. N Og ns | . | 
I haye here given thee a ſhort and true Character 
of the Effenes: Of which Se&# all Chriſtians own 
the Meſſias to be a Favourer, if not a Member; in re- 
gard he is no where recorded to have upbraided them 
7 he _ did the Phariſees, Sadducees, Herodians, and 
Wu hoe 2 
Time will not permit me to ſay more at preſent: 
concerning that venerable Prophet. But if thou would'ſt- 
have a perfect Idea of all his Virtue and Sanctity 
ef Lite, turn thy Eyes inward, and fix them on- 


thy 
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thy ſelf, For thou art a lively Tranſeript of the Holy 


ſus. 
Paris, 1ſt of the 1ſt Moon, © 
'* _ of the Tear, 165h. 
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LETTER II. 
75 the Venerable Mufti. | 


V gp irene haſt heard of the Jeſuits, and Order of Na- 
1 zavene Derviſes. All Europe abounds with them; 
and they have attempted to ſettle themſelves at the ſa- 
Slime Port, and ſeveral Places of Aſia: Beſides their actual 
Poſſeſſions in the Indies, where they are very numerous 
and powerful. They are efteem'd the richeſt Order of the 
Roman Church, tho the Conſtitutions of their Founder o- 
blige them to 1 Poverty. But what will not the 
ſacred Hunger of Gold tempt Men to ? For the Sake of 
this charming Metal, they can diſpenſe with antiquated 
Laws, and dull melancholy Vows. E SHOE 
Thheſe religious Perſons have lately ſpread about a Letter 
in Print, which they pretend comes from one of their 
— a range Accident that hashappen's 
This Diſpatch relates a Accident that has 0 
at the Sepulchre of our holy — (upon whom reſt the 
Favours of the Eternal) For it affirms that in the eighth 
Moon of the laſt Year, the Shrine which contains the Body 
of the heavenly Miſſioner, fell from the Roof of the ſacred 
Moſque, to which, fay they, it adher'd by Virtue of a 
Magnet) faſten'd in the Canzrel of the Arch; and that at 
the ſame Time, the Pavement of the Temple open'd, and 
ſwallow'd up that venerable Ark, wherein was repoſited 
the moſt holy Reliques in the World. And that from the 
- Chaſm there iſſud out a Flame like that of Sulphur, ac- 
company'd with ſuch a Smoke and intolerable Stench, 
as caus d all the Pilgrims that were preſent io ſwoon a- 
i . 
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way: Wherenpon many of them are finee turn'd Chri- 
_ frians. e OS | N . 
# This Forgery is believ'd here by thoſe who never 
examine any Thing their Prieſts tell them, but take all 
on Truſt. The common People bleſs themſelves in 
that they were born of riſtian Parents, and not of 
the Diſciples of that wicked Impoſtor : So they blaſ- 
pheme the Man in whom the Promiſes of their Meſfias 
are verified, when he ſaid, He won d interrede with God 
10 ſend a Prophet who ſhould lead em into all Truth. © 
They would never be at the Pains or Coſt to exa- 
mine, whether the Foundation of this Story be true or 
falſe. All the Maſſulmans who have been at the Holy 
of Holies know, that the Body of our Divine Law- 
giver, repoſes in a Sepulchre, built after the fame man- 
ner as the Tombs of our auguſt Emperors, and other Dor. 
mitories of the Great : Only with this Difference, that 
it ſurpaſſes all the Monuments of the World in the in- 
valuable Richneſs of its Ornaments, the Gifts of de- 
vout Muſſulman Princes. There appears always ſuch an 
inſupportable Luſtre of Gold and precious Stones in 
every Angle of that myſterious Receſs, as may well 
dazzle the Eyes of mortal Spectators, ſince the Angels 
e are forc'd to be veil'd within thoſe majeſſick 
Hence it is not hard to ſuppoſe, that the circular Re- 
fractions of ſuch a glittering Orb of Jewels, might create 
the Reſemblance of a Tomb ſuſpended in the Air, or 
deaving to the Roof of that glorious Edifice, deceiving 
the Eyes of ſome ignorant, but devout Muſſulmans, from 
whom this magnetick Fable firſt took its Origin. How- 
ever it be, no Man of common Faith, or but ordinary 
Senſe, will believe, that God, who has for ſo many 
Ages protected the 5 of his Apoſtle and Favourite, 
verifying therein the Prophecy of Mahumes himſelf, 
who foretold, as did other Prophets before him, That 
the Place of his Reſ# ſhould: be Glorious, and that the 
greateſt Monarchs of the Earth ſhould viſit it: I ſay no f 
Man will believe that God would at length ſuffer ſo 1 
vile a Diſgrace to happen to the Tomb' of his Meſſenger, = 


But 
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But the Naxarenes will believe any thing fave- the 
Truth. They are given up to a Spirit of Deluſion and 
Error, incapable of Light and Inſtruction. | 
Thus I leave em till the Day of Alarm, and the 
Hour of Scrutiny, when the Angels of the ITxſt ſhall en- 
ter the Graves, and having made Experiment of every 
Man's orks and Faith, ſhall give the Juſt a Regiſter of 
their Virtues in their Right Hand, but to the Wicked in their 
Left Hand, a black Record of their Sins. 
In the mean time proſtrate my ſelf before thee, beg- 
— ging, that when thou turneſt thy Face to the Houſe of 
_ thrahim, and the Tomb of the Prophet, thou wilt ſend up 
ene Ejaculation for Mahmut, that he may preſerve in ſnun- 
ning the Errors of the Injidels. „„ 
Paris, 19th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Seignior. 


OINCE what I wrote laſt in behalf of the Brute Ani- 

© &I mals:is ſo acceptable to thee, I will comply with» 
thy Requeſt, in continuing that Diſcourſe. 4 Heb 
Tis certain the Ancients had another Opinion of the 
Beaſts than theſe French Philoſophers, who deny them the: 

- Uſe of Reaſon. Socrates us'd to ſwear: by the animal Ge- 
verat ions, and fo did Rhadamanthus before him. The 
ians form'd the Images of their Gods in the Simi- 

hrude of Beaſts, or Birds; or Fiſhes. So the Grecians fix'd 
the Horns of a Ram on the Head of Fupiter's Statue, 
and thoſe of a Bull on the Image of Bacchus. They 
3 compounded the Image of Pan of a Man and a Goat; 
| painted the A: ufes; and” Graces with Wings : And 
| the Poet Pindar makes all the Gods, winged; and 1 
$6; m 
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them in the Shapes of ſeveral Beaſts, when in his Hymns 
he introduces them chas'd by Tryphon. Thou knoweſt al- 
| Doctors affirm the Angel Gabriel. to 
one of which he once gave a Mark to 


. f 5 . Tu : 1 | fob 1 
When the Paets bring in Jupiter courting Paſiphae, 
be appears in the Form of a Bull. And in his other 
Amours, if we may believe them, he chang'd. himſelf 


ſometimes into a Swan, then into an Eagle: They report 


alſo, that he was fuckled by a Goat. 


For theſe and other Reaſons, the Ancients not only 
forbore to injure their Fellom- Animals, but entertain d 


them with ſingular Affection and Friendſhip. A Dove 


was the Darling of Semiramis. A Dog was the Joy of 
> hab Philip, King of Macedonia, made a Swan his 

ompanion. And our holy F was often wont 
to ſport himſelf with a Cat. He lov'd this Creature for 


its Cleanlineſs and Activity; and therefore we Muſ- 


ſulmans generally have a Cat in great Eſteem and Ve- 
WRITE i ( 8 
That Favourite of God underſtood the Languages of 
Beaſts, and convers d as familiarly with them as with 
Men. So it is fam'd of Melampus and Teriſias of old, 
as alſo of Apollonius Danaus, who affirm'd to his Friend 
ſitting by him, that a Sparrow, which he heard chirping 
to his Fellows, told them of an 4ſs which he had ſeen. 
fall down with his Load a little way off from that 
Place. It is alſo recorded of a Boy, who under ſtood all 
the Voices. of Birds, and by that Means could foretel 
Things to. come, That his Mother, by pouring Urine 
into his Ears when he was afleep, deprived him of this 
incomparable Gift, for fear he ſhould be taken from 
her, and preſented to the King. There is no Queſtion;. 
but ſeveral Nations have' a certain Knowledge of the 
Speech of ſome Animals. My Countrymen, by a pecu- 
lar Gift beſtow'd on our Fathers and their Poſterity for 
ever, underſtand the Lang ae of Crows. and Eagles. 
And the Ancients were ſo well yers'din this Knowledge, . 
that when they convers'd with the Birds, or at leaſt 
when they heard them in their Languages utter Preſages. 


, 


of what ſhould ſhortly, happen on Earth, 1 


wo 0 * 
— 


mw LETTERS Vris by 


Ae themſelves that thoſe Birds were the , Meſſragers of 


the Gods. Therefore the Eagle was ſuppos'd to be the 
Meſſenger of Jupiter, and'the Crow and H. 171 Apollo, 
the Stork of Juno, the Owl of Minerva, and ſo of 
others. 17 ys 00 1 : TY 
It is evident, that our common Hwntſme underſtand 
the different Voices of their Dogs, when at a Diſtance 
they ſignify by one kind of Cry, that they are queſting 
after the Hare; 70 another, that they have found her; 
by a third, that they have taken her, or that ſhe is turn d 
to the Right Hand, or to the Left. So thoſe who look 
after Cattle, know by the Voice of the Bull, when he is 
hungry, thirſty, or weary,. or when he is ſtung with 
Euſt. So by the Roaring. of the Lion, the : Howling of 
Molves, the Bleeting of Sheep, Men are malle Cate of 
the various Wants, Inclinations and: Paſſions of thoſe 
Cog. —:..} LOOK 1 NEAT * 
Nor are theſe Animals IR of our Language; 
but by our Voice and Words they know when we are 
angry or pleas d, when we call them to us, or drive 


them from us: And our domeſtick Animals obey ac- 


eordingly, with as much Promptneſs and Alacrity as a 
Man or Maid-ſervant. All which could not be, if they 
were not endu'd with Faculties conformable to ours. 
They alſo teach their young Ones to fing artificially. 
In a Litter of Dogs, Huntſinen chuſe the beſt by this 


8 : They take all the helps from the Bitch, 
an 


Faculty in the Birch but Reaſon, or ſomethir 


PI nt 


carry them to; ſome Place a little diſtant ; . then 
they obſerve which ſhe firſt carries back again, and thoſe 
always prove the beſt Dogs, What is this lei 
n 
We ſee * that every Eving Creature knows 
its own Weakneſs or Strength, and knows how to uſe 
moſt dextrouſly thoſe Weapons with which Nature bas 
furniſh'd- it for its own Defence. They are alſo ſenſible 


what Places are moſt convenient for them to dwell in, and 


which not. Thus the weakeſt Creatures, as Dogs and Cats 
live altogether in Howſes and Cities with Men; whilſt the 


Lyons, gers, and ſuch fierce- Animals dwell in the Deſart. 
us 


rus Sparrows and Swallows make themſelves almoſt 
fdomeſiick with Men; whilſt Eagles, Hawks, Vultures, _ 
oath Other 
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other Birds of Prey, build their Neſts in Woods or 
Rocks, remote from human Society. Some Birds change 
their Habitation at certain Seaſons of the Year, as beſt 
fairs with their Convenience; others always remain 


in the fame Place. The ſame is obſery'd in Fiſhes. 


And in all living Creatures it is eaſy to trace the Foot- 
ſteps of Prudence and Fore-caft in order to their own 
Preſervation. Let Men call this what they pleaſe, In- 


ſtinct or Nature, or Senſe, it is evident, that there is an 
exact Conformity and Reſemblance between theſe Fa- 


culties in Brutes and what we call Reaſon, Wiſdom or 
Prudence in Men. And we have no more Ground to 


_ conclude them void of Reaſon, becauſe they do not en- 


Joy it in that Perfection as our ſelves, than we have 
to conclude our ſelves blind or deaf, becauſe we ſee not 
ſo clearly, and hear not ſo readily as the Brutes, and that 
wy + 460 en we run not ſo ſwift as ſome of 
them do. | 


Doubtleſs the Brutes are endu'd with a Faculty of 


Renfon as well as we; but this Faculty in them is weak 


and imperfect for want of Di/tipline and Art, which 


poliſh all Things. This is manifeſt from thoſe Crea- 
tures which are taught to dance and phy a thouſand 
Tricks, to tell Money, to ſhoor off Guns, to find out 
hidden Things, and bring them fome Miles to their 
Maſters, as well educated Spaniels will do. What can 
be a greater Argument of the Proficieticy they make 
in Reaſon and Knowledge? Are not Elephants taught all 
the Arts of War, and plac'd in the very Front of the 
Battel ? Do not the Indian Princes repoſe as muck 
Truaft in their Carriage and Conduct, as in the Service of 


their ſtouteſt and wiſeſt Commanders? This Creature 


is as tractable and prompt to learn any Thing when 
Jour, as a Boy at School, which cannot be done without 
the uſe of Renſon. | As Wes 7 

To conclude, I have omitted five hundred Argu- 
ments which might be brought to prove the rute 
Animals to have Souls as well as we, to have Faculties 
and Affections conformable to ours. And therefore it 
is little leſs Injuſtice to kill and eat them, becauſe they 
cannot ſpeak and converſe with us, —— 

8 : | or 


Maſter the King of * the III-will of 
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for a Cannibal to murder and deyour thee or me, becauſe 
we underſtood not his Langgage, nor he ours. 
God, who locketh up the Hinds during the time the 


| Halcyon hatcheth her Yomung, thereby ſhewing that this 


Bird is his Favourite, will aſſuredly grant us a perpe- 
tual Tranquillity, if we abſtain from injuring our Fel- 


low- Animals 


Paris, 22d of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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EMS 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, at the Scraglio. 


T HO U haſt formerly beard me ſpeak of the Dyke 
| of Lorrain, and his ſeveral Loſſes, which  moſt- 
People thought wou'd have ended with the Excommunics« 
tion pronounc'd againſt him by the Roman Mufti, where- 
of I gave thee Intelligence. But Experience teaches us, 
That Misfortunes ſeldom ſet upon any Man ſingly, but aſſault 
him in Troops whom Fate has mark d out for Rin. 
Yet this Prince owes his Sufferings chiefly to his 
own Inconſtancy, whilſt he has all along play'd faſt 


and looſe with the Kings of France and Spain, taking 


up Arms by ſucceſſive Turns for one, and at the ſame 


time underhand and practiſing with the other, always 


unfaithful to both, and only driving on an independent 


Intereſt of his own. 


This is his true Character. To which we may add, 
an ungovernable Diſpoſition, and an inſatiable Thirſt of 
Money, which has prompted him by all the Methods 
of Rapine and Violence, to heap up an incredible Trea- 
ſure of Gold and Jewels. So that having procur'd the 
Enmity of ſeveral Monarchs, the Jealo ! of his laſt 

is own Bro- 


ther, (whom they call Duke Fravcis,) and the Curſes of 
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ll People where ever his Army bas been quarter d; he 


is at length ſeiʒ d and impriſon d by Arch-duke Leopold, 
in the Caſtle of Antwerp; for which joy ful News the 
Inhabitants of the Spaniſh Netherlands every where made 
Bonfires for Joy. He was confin'd on the 25th of the 


laſt Moon. And ſoon after his ſecond Wife was taken 


into Cuſtody, that by her Means they may diſcover his 
Papers and Money : This latter being the chief Thing 


they aim at, he being reputed prodigiouſly rich; and 


the Spaniſh Coffers want a Supply. They conniv'd at 
his Robberies, whilſt there was any Thing left for him 
to plunder, and that they ſaw he hoarded up. But now 
he has done his Work, they puniſh him for the Crimes 


which they themſelves encourag'd, that fo they may 


become Maſters of his Wealth. *Tis ſaid, he brook'd 
his Reſtraint very well at firſt; but a while ago, being 
deny'd the Liberty of the Caſtle Walls, he grew raving 


mad, flung a Candleſtick (which was all the Weapons 


they allow'd him) at the Governor's Head, and broke 
the Windows. of his Lodgings. So that they have 
been forc'd to confine him to a Hole without any Light, 
{ave a little that finds Admittance through an Iron-Grate. 
at the Top of the Room. . 

His Brother Francis of Lorrain is to command the 
Army in his ſtead; who pretends great Fidelity to the 


Houſe of Auſtria, yet may in the Iflue prove as waver- 


ing as his Brother: For the King of France has Baits 
wou' d tempt the Virtue of an Angel. Yet nothing ſhall 
ever corrupt the Integrity of Mahmut the Muſſulman, 
on whoſe Forehead Fate has engraven this Motto, Pre- 


par d to ſuffer. | 


I bluſh, ſerene Aga, when I think I am fo barren of 


Virtues, that L have nothing elſe to boaſt of but my Loy- 


alty ; Whilſt thouſands of illuſtrious Souls, crown'd 
with a Circle, of Merits, daily aſcend to Paradiſe: And 
tho they made but an obſcure Figure on Earth, even 
as contemptible as the exild Arabian in his Hutch at 
Paris, yet now take their Seats among the hundred and 
roy four thouſand Prophets, Favourites of the Eter-- 


52 May'ſt 


Truth. 
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May thou enereaſe that happy Number, but not 


till thou haſt had thy Fill of Bliſs on Earth; and that 


all thy Enjoyments here ſeem like the Perfumes of 
_ Ointments, which, tho' they pleaſe for a Time, yet at 


length cloy the Senſe: 
Paris, 23d of the 3d Moon, © © © 
| of the Teur 1654. W In 23535 
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nn Nathan Ben. Saddi, « Jew of Vienna 


D? not ſuſpe& me of Partiality, or that I am fond 
of making Proſelytes, becauſe. I take ſuck Pains to- 
reſtore thee to Reaſon, and make thee ſenſible thou art a 
Am. I have no Defign, or Self-Intereft; in doing thee: 


this good Office; and tis remote from my Humour to 


f in gaining Converts. Only the Love of 


buſy my ie *fY 
ets my Pen at work in this manner; being ever 


2 8 That wig oe in Matters 8 
f Religion of Philoſophy, is the only way to get quit of 
Errors. Perhaps my Caſe may be the ſame as thine; 
and for ought thou knoweſt, I ſeek not more to un- 
deceive thee, than to- ſatisfy my ſelf, by thus frankly 


venting my Thoughts, fince nothing is more common- 


ly. obſerv/d, than, that whilſt a Man is teaching another, 
he improves himſelf. Our Memories are frail and 


| treacherous; and we. think many excellent Things, 


which for want of making a deep |mpreſſion, ' we can. 
never recover after wards. In vain we hunt for the 
ſtraggling Idea, and rummage all the Solitudes and Re- 
tirements of our Soul for a loſt Thought, which has left 


no Track or Footſteps behind it. The ſwift Off-/pring of 
the Mind is gone; tis dead as ſoon as born; nay, 


often proves abortive in the Moment it was conceiv d. 
The only way therefore to retain our Thoughts, is to 
ee | 9 5 ſten 
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them in Words, and chain them in Writing. This 
is one Cauſe that I trouble thee with Letters of this Na- 


ture, that whilſt Lam 1 thee, I may eſtabliſh 
my own Reaſon, and confirm my ſelf in the, Method 1 
| have taken, to live according to my Nature; that is, 
by not ſuffering my rational Faculties to fall aſleep, 
whilſt my N are active and vigorous in working 
my Ruin: For I reckon no greater Shame ar Misfor- 
tune can befal a Man, eee of ils Finn 
Ga J the Perfidiouſaels of 
ve concerning erfidi 5 our 
Memories, may ſerve as 4 proper Introduction to the 
Objections I ſhall make ſt your Truditionary Laws.. 
If one ask you, pn uſp. 4-1 Laws were not written as 
50 11 other. & Ja: anſwer, Tha God F Care is 
, Gentiles gettipg.:Copies.of. em, 
anon K eudht as. t „„ 
TLaws. But chow then came he to ſuffer any to be 
_ written2 Had he not equal Care of one Part, as of the 
other? Or, could Key Gentiles do more Harm, by al- 
tering and corrupting the leſs ſubſtantial Nadisions, than 
the very fundamental Statutes. 2 For that theſe wawrit- 
ren Laws contain'd only Cirqumantials, your Doors 
themſelves confeſs. - What Man of common Senſe then 
can ſit down contented with ſo trivial an Anſwer ?. Or 
will you ſay, . that Gad took more Care to preſerve theſe 
Traditions: incorrupt from the Gentiles, than to retain 
them in their Purity among the Fews ? For, that com- 
mitting them to Writtug, had been the fureſt Way to 
retain them in their original Purity, is evident by the 
Preſervation of the wren Law; of which there was 
fo great Care taken in tranſeribing it, that if but a Letter 
or Point were added, . diminiſh'd or miſplac'd, they 
took it for a fatal Omen of ſome Calamity, and the 
faulty Scribes were ſeverely -puniſh'd; + nay, the whole 
Congregation were bound to expiate the Offence by Faſſ· 
ing, h rs, and Alus. So that it was in a manner 
e e, that With all this Cireumſpection, the 
Corruption or Alteration "Ou creep inte the 
ri Lam. 25 
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1 appeal now to thine own Reaſon, Whether this 


* 
4 
l 1 


was not a much ſecurer Way of preſerving the Laws 
| uncorrupt, than by truſting them to the fickle Memo- 


ries of Men? a 


beides, 1 would fain Know, what became of theſe 
Traditions during the various  Caprivities of the Fews, 
and Depopulations of the Holy Land? Who took Care 


To deliver theſe” Traditions unalter'd *to' Poſterity; when 
they were without Prieſts, Prophet, or Synhgognes ? 
When they were diſpers'd over 2 Provinces of 
Media, Perſia, Egypt and Babylon? In thoſe Days your 


Fathers were Slaves to the Gentile Kings of A/in ; there 
were then no Seniors [ſitting in the Sanbedrim, who 
might take Care of theſe Things. Neither do I find, 


that Eſdras the Scribe was any ways concern'd for theſe 
Traditions, when he with his Brethren the Fews return'd 


from their loyg Caprivity in Perſia and Babylon, All his 


moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours were employ'd in recovering 
the loſt Books of the Written Law, without ſo much as 
regarding or mentioning the other. From whence IT 
gather, that either theſe Traditions were of no great Im- 
portance ; or if they were, yet they were wholly; or 
for the moſt part chang'd or loſt, many hundred of 
Years before the Talmud was firſt compos'd, which, 
thou ſay ſt, is the grand Repoſitory of theſe ſacred Inſtruc- 


tions. And in faying fo, thou contradicteſt thy own 


Arguments: For if theſe Traditions were appointed to 


be tranſmitted by rd of Mouth, from Father to Son, 
to all Generations, as you ſuppole, then what need was 


there of writing them in the Talmud, or any other 
Book ? And yet the Writings of your Rabbi's are full of 
them. Thus thou confoundeſt thy ſelf, and runneſt 
blind fold round in a Circle of Abſurdities. I'S 


Rouxe up therefore thy Reaſon, and ſuffer not thy 


felf to be Hoodwinked by the Fables of your Rabbis, 
thoſe induſtrious Midwives of old Womens Tales. Doubt- 
leſs thoſe Traditions, about which you make ſuch a 


Buſtle: are no other than the him ſies of your Cabaliſts, 


who pretend to ſpy more Myſteries in the Order of two 
or three Hebrew Letters or Points, than they are _ x 
| | un 
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unfold in whole Volumes. They crack their Brains in 


conjuring up far fetch'd Interpretations, from the par- 
ticular Faſhion and placing of one ſingle Daſh of a Pen. 
They puzzle and amuſe their Diſciples, with teaching 
them more knotty and romantick Divinity out of the 
four and twenty Letters, than ever Pyrhagoras did with all 
his Myſtick Numbers. The Alphabet to them is the Ora- 


ele of Theology. They have turned the Law into a per- 


fect Riddle. N 5 

Believe not therefore theſe religious Mountebanks, 
theſe holy Fugglers, who with their ſanctify d Legerdemain 
would turn you 83 that they oy laugh in ſe- 
cret at your Folly, while they behold, how preciſely 
devout you are incringing, jumping, dancing, howling, 
braying, and all your other antick Poſtures and Actions 
in the Synagogue; in the Practice of which you haye be- 
ſtowed ſo much Care, and are ſo exact, that you quite 
neglect the weighty Points of the Law. e eee 

I hope what I have ſaid is ſufficient to convince thee, 

that thoſe Traditions, which you are taught to believe, 
were deliver'd to Moſes in the Mount of God, are no other 
than the Impo ſitions of your blind Guides, who are ſtu- 
dious of nothing more, than to entangle you in a per- 


petual Labyrinth of Superſtition and Error. 


It will not be a greater Difficulty to demonſtrate, 
that the written Law it ſelf, tho Divine in its Original, 
is not of «niverſal Obligation to all People, butonly-cal- 
culated for your particular Nation, and ſuch as were wil- 
ling to enter into your Intereſts, among the Nations 
adjacent to the Holy Land. ff... RN nes 
And becauſe my Time haſtens me, I will only ſug- 
veſt one Argument for all, and leave it to thy Del - 
beration; whether it was poſſible for all Mankind to 
repair once a Year to Feruſalem, to ſacrifice in Solomon's 
Temple, as is requir'd in your Law? For that it Was not 
lawful to ſacrifice any where elſe; is evident, both from 
the Law it ſelf, which expreſly forbids it, and from the 
Examples of your Fathers in their ſeveral Captivities ; 
and from your own Practice at this Day, who have 
made no Sacrifice ſince the Days of Titus Veſpa ſian, the 

Roman 
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Roman Emperor, who laid waſte your City, and burnt 
i ond bens an, 5c te 
And this alſo may ſerve to. convince thee, that the 
Law of Moſes was not of perpetual Obligation, even to 
the Fews themſelves; fince tis evident from Matters of 
Fact, that for theſe Sixteen hundred Years, you have 
not been in a Capacity to keep it: Anddoubtleſs, God 
would never require any. Thing of Men, which he fore- 
faw they would not be able to perform. 
Ceaſe then to think ſo highly of thy Nation, as if 
none but they were the Ele of Gad, or capable of his 
Favours: Ceaſe to inſult over the reſt of Mankind, 
and to curſe thy Brethres the Sons of ane Father, even 
Neah the juſt Man, and Prophet of God. Behold the Sun 
and Moon, with all the Conſtellations in Heawgs : Their 
ufluences are equally diſpers d to all of human Race, Be- 
hold the Elements; they ſerve all the Sons of Adam alike; 
they are not partial to Mortals, neither does any Faction 
byaſs the Winds and Rain. Theſe happen all at their 
appointed Time and Place. And the faur Seaſous of 
Year return with even Courſes to the Inhabitants of 
the four quarters of the World, The Plants know no 
difference between the Circumcis d and the Uncircum- 
cis'd ; but yield their Encreaſe with equal Indifferenc 
to the one and the other: And the W rs 
qually.acknowledge both for their Lords. The Birds of 
the Air are as ſoon caught by a Heathen, Chriſtian, or 
Mahometan Fowler, as by one that is a Few. And the 
Fiſh of the Sea when they ſwallow the Hook, or 
plunge themſelves into the Net, regard not the Diffe- 
rence of Religion in thoſe that catch them. All Things 
happen to every Man according to their Natur and ti 
- Pleaſure of Deſtiny : Only Man himſelf tranſgreſſes 
the Condition of his Being. But thoſe that obey 
the internal Lawgiver, let them be of what Nation or 
2 ſoever, doubtleſs they live happily, and die in 
Y Comes — „ pr work of Kngw- E 
- ledge, a Light is ſprung forth int ſt, even th 
Book of Glory, which confirms the Written Law, and 


inſtructs 
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inſtructs Men in the Truth. Doubtleſs this Book was 

brought down from Heaven : It carries its own 
Evidence, and a Teſtimony of its Divine Original, in 
the Majeſty of the Style: There is a Spirit and Energy 
in every Word, ſublimating the Intellect of the devout 
Reader, and purifying his Affections: It it written in 
Arabick, in a Diale& ſo pure and perfect, that the moſt 
accurate Cyiticks can find no Blemiſh from the beginning 
to the End. One part coheres exactly with the other; 
tis void of Contradiction. All the Chapters in this glo- 
rious Volume are of a piece; which Excellencies could 
not have thus met together without a Miracle, in a 
2 divulg'd by a Man, who could neither write nor 


read. 
The Succeſs it has had in the World, ſpeaks it of 
celeſtial Deſcent. The greateſt Part of Aſia, and Africk, 
with many Kingdoms in Europe, have obey'd the Alco- 


come to paſs, without the Decree of Heaven? When 
the Prophet and Favourite of God firſt received his Di- 
vine Commiſſion, he was like a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, 
ſolitary, and without Companion. Nevertheleſs, he 
was not diſcourag d, but obey'd the Orders of Heaven. 
He faw himſelf in the midſt of Rocks and Sands, encom- 
paſſed on all Sides with terrible Beaſts : Yet he deſ- 


{elf in the Promiſe of the Eternal. He firſt preach'd 
to the ſavage Lions and Tigers: who, as if they had 
heard another Orpheus, grew tame and ſociable at his 
powerful Words, Thoſe fierce Inhabitants of the 
Woods came and proſtrated themſelves before the Sent of 
God; they lick'd his Feet, in token of Submiſſion ; 
they environ'd the Place of his Repoſe, as his Guards, 
and brought him Food Morning and Evening. The 
Prophet Wonder d that ſo great Grace was given to the 
Beaſts of the Earth. He prais'd the Creator of all things, 
and his Mouth was full of Benedictions. He bleſs'd the Day 
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andthe Night, and the 7 Sag that comes between them. 
the He bleſs dthe Dews that fall at the Riſing of the odoriferous 


tructs 


Star, and the refreſning Winds that ſtir the Leaves ot 
Vo I. IV. * | 


ran for above theſe thouſand Years. Cou'd ſuch a thing 


pair d not of Aſſiſtance from above, but comforted him- 


— 3 
S oe 


* * EF 
— es ae Sd 


— — — = - 


bs fol: 
Vf 
1 
548 
1 5 
M0 


ih 
; 4 
3 
Ie 
ö ma 
| . 1 
: be 
It 
5 
1 
* | 
N 
o i} 
"1; 


12 * 
— — — 
_— a — PRETTY 
— " 7 
5 — 
— * — 9 


= 7 

R x 
L 

© 11 


17 
+$; 
18 
+ 
i 
| 
| 
] 
f 


— — 


— VI; 


rr N 


> — bo 
o 


218 LETTERS Vit by 


Head of a numerous Army, all Voluntiers, who reſorted 


and the Empires of the Wicked fell to the Poſſeſſion of true 


| Had ſuch Footing in the World, or the ( hildren ot 
- Iſrael cou'd boaſt of ſuch wiverſal Conqueſts: Your 


that, and all the Empires of Aſia an 


+ - . 
— —— - . 


the Trees at Midnight. And in the Morning he pray'd 
that all Men might become true Believers. Doubtleſs 
God had granted his Petition, had not the Angel, who car- 
ry'd up his Prayers to Heaven, met with the Devil, a little 
on this Side the Orb of the Moon, who ſtole from him 
ſome of Mahomet s Words, that fo the Prayer aſcended 
imperfect to the Throne of the Merciful. Nevertheleſs, 
a great Part of Men became Believers; and more ſhall' be 
added to the Number. 1 
In a little Time, the ſolitary Prophet ſaw himſelf at th 


to him in the Wilderneſs, as they were inſpired from 
Above. The mighty Men of Arabia oppos'd the ſacred 
Hero: They led the Flower of the Eaſt againſt him; but 
they accelerated their own Fate, and incens'd their angry 
Stars. The Elements took up Arms againſt them, and 
the Meteors fought in Defence of the Meſſenger of God. 
Lightning and Hail, with Stones of Fire, blaſted the 
Troops of the Iafidels: And terrible Storms of Winds 
buried whole Armies in the Sands. Thus the Hoſt of the 
Muſſulmans became victorious without 3 a Sword, 


S 


Believers. Perſia, Babylon and Egypt, were ſubdued and 
embraced the undefiled Truth. The Alcoran was receiv'd 
from India to the Mauritanian Shore: From the riſing of 
the Sun, to the going down thereof, this holy Profeſſion is 
made with one Conſent, There is but One God, and Maho- 
met his Prophet. k n 

Now Nathan conſider, whether ever the Law of Moſe; 


little Kingdom has bad its Period long ago; and both 

Aid. are {wal- 
low'd up in the All- conquering Monarchy of the Oſinans. 
Your Tabernacle, Temple, City and Sacrifices, are quite 
extindt: Your Nation is ſcatter'd over the whole 
World without Lands or Poſſeſſions that they can 
call their own. Neither is there Prince, Prieſt, or Pro- 
phet, to whom you can have Recourſe for Delievery from 
your Misfortunes. . VVV 
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Come out therefore from the Synagogue, which lies 
under. the Scourge of Heaven; . ſhake off the Maledic- 


tion; and, being purified, join thy ſelf to the true Be- 


lievers, who are leſs'd in this World, and ſhall be happy in 
Paradiſe. Or at leaſt ſtand by thy ſelf, and follow thy 
own Light. Adieu. | „ „ 
Paris, 22d of the 3d Moon, 
e the Year 1654. 
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LETTER W 
To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. 1 


| H E. Policies of Cardinal Mazariniare no Secrets 
at the Imperial City. Now he is about to play 
his Maſter-piece. He has all along maintain'd Penſioners 
in the Service of the French Grandees. No Man of prime 
Quality cou'd be ſure he entertain d not at his Table 
ſome Creature of this Miniſter. Diſguiſes of all forts, 
both for Body and Mind, were never wanting to Men 
dextrous at Treachery, and officious to do Miſchief. 
But now he is ſetting Spies of another Character on the 
Princes of the Blood, and the chief Nobility. of France. 
Women are to become his private Agents; Females of his 
own Blood, true Italians, and brought up under his par- 
ticular Care and Management: In a Word, his Siſters and 
Nieces. 1 A 1 
Five of them are newly come to this City, having been 
conducted hither by the Cardinals Secretary, accompany'd 
with a conſiderable Retinue of Courtiers, who went to 
meet them ſome Leagues from Paris. Tis ſaid, That 
one of thoſe Ladies is a great Beauty, and that the 
Tr King having ſeen her Picture, fell in Love with 
Fe | 


This is certain, the Prince of Conti has married one of 
them; with whom the Cardinal has given his Palace, and 
two hundred thouſand Crowns in Dowry. 

| L 2.. 1 
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They talk as if another of them was to be married to 
the Due of Candale ; and a third, to the Son of General 
Harvourt. And, as if Maxarini were emulous of Fofoph's 
Character and Authority in Pharaos Court, he has tent 
for his Father alſo, withall his Familiy, to come and reſide 
in France. He is reſolv'd to ſtock this Kingdom with Sici- 
lian Blood, a Race of Maxarins: Who by Inſtinct, as well 
as by Rules, ſnall carry on the Deſign he has laid; and ei- 
ther raiſe this tottering State to the Height of his Model, or 
=bfolutely ruin it. For that active Spirit cannot take up 
with Mediums. 

*Tis faid, That the Duke of Orleans reſents very ill the 
Cardinal's Ambition, in marrying his Nieces into the 
Blood Royal. That Prince will not be prevail'd on to come 
near the Court, but rather favours the Prince of Conde, and 
the other Malecontents; whence ſome People are apt to 
preſage another Turn of Affairs before tis long; for the 
Generality of the French are inclin'd to the Prince's Party. 

There is great IG the Kingdom; and the 
Cardinal ſtrives to puſh his Intereſt forward by all the 
Methods of a cunning Stateſman. He knows the Prince 
of Conde's Spirit too well to dream of a Reconciliation, 
and he has a double Intereſt in the Ruin of that unfortu- 
nate General; his own Preſervation, and the Aggrandi- 
"Zing his Niece, the Princeſs of Conti; who by the Fall of 
her Brother-in-Law, will be Miſtreſs of his Eftate. _ 

He is endeavouring alſo to make an Alliance with the 
Cardinal de Retx, his profeſs d Enemy, and one rais'd by 

the Pope to that Dignity, on purpoſe to counter- balance 
 Mazxarini's Power at this Court; where he is ſuſpected 
to animate the King againſt the Court of me. 

That Cardinal de Retx is now a Priſoner of State, and 
has been ſo a long time; being firſt confin'd by-Maza- 
rini's Orders. But the wiſe Miniſter now thinks it fafer 
to compound with a Man, whom he cannot longer per- 
ſecute, without drawing on himſelt the Revenge of all 
the Eccleſiaſticks, and eſpecially the Thunder of the Roman 
Therefore, to reconcile Matters, and fortify himſelf, | 
he has propos'd a Match between his Nephem, and 4: 
1 n Retz 


1 Retz's Niece, The Court is wholly taken up with making 
x Friendſhips of this Nature; which is an evident Sign they 
t feel their Power at an Ebb, and fear it will be much 
e lower, if the Prince of Conde ſhould. once take the Field: 
i in France. | 18 | | | 
ll Tis nothing to the Muſſulman Intereſt, which Side 
"£ gets the Advantage, for they are all equal Enemies tothe: 
Ir Sent of God. Py | 
wp | If I can by any ſucceſsful Artifice promote the Divi- 
ſions of theſe Tufidels, I ſhall not diſſerve the ſhining Port. 
However, I will ſtill pray, That thoſe Swords may be 
turn'd againſt each other; which united, would hazard 
the State of the true Faithful. | 2 
Illuſtrious Friend, let thy Preſence in the Diuan be as 


be ſnelter d from the Artillery of euil Tongaes: and, Syco- 


phants. | | 
5 OE ek pe b 


LETTER VI 
W Dgner Oglou. 


the cruel Sentence executed, on our late Friend, Egrs 
Boinou, (on whom be the Mercies of the: Creator). L 
wrote to his Succeſſor, Iſmael Mouta Faraca, a Letter 
of Condolence; wherein, to keep a Medium between 
che Tenderneſs I ow'd to the Loſs, which my Friend 
Fal bad ſuſtained of his Eyes, and the Diſtruſt 1 bad of 
a Stranger; I filled up my Letter to Iſinael with con- 
ſolatory Expreſſions; ſuch as I wou'd- have uſed: to 
Eeri himſelf, had 1 been in his Company: Believing, 
chat 1/mael would read my Letter to his AMind Prode- 


ceſſor. 
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I I play'd the Stoick, and encouraged the Doctrine of 
925 or, at leaſt, I abounded in philoſophical Coun- 
els, almoſt as impracticable as the other: Nothing but 
ſevere Morality dropt from my Pen. And all this, to 
cover my real Concern and Paſſion for Egri's Suffer- 
ings ; who, thou knoweſt, was beloved by more than 
thee and me. I told thee in a former Letter, That I 
did not dare to truſt my Sentiment, though diſguis'd,. 
to a Man, who on the Score of his new Preferment, 

might become more quick-fighted than before, and 
would foon penetrate the thin Veil of Words, and ſpy 


ſomething in that Diſpatch, to my Diſadvantage, ſhould ' 


I have ventured to deſcant on the Sultan's Severity, or 
Zgri's Merits. | N 
Therefore I thought it beſt to pretend an Indifferen- 


cy, to which I am as much a Stranger as any Man, in 


Caſes that too nearly touch our Senſe. Tis eaſy to give 
Counſel to another, which in the ſame Circumſtances we 
are far from practiſing our ſelves. - Then we can be full 


of Wiſdom and grave Morals; but when it once comes 


home, all our Philoſophy vaniſhes; there remains nothing 
to be ſeen, but a mere ſenſitive Animal, without Virtue 
or Patience. e th rt | 

' My own Experience, but two Days ago, forces this 
Confeſſion from me, when by an unlucky Blow, I loſt 
the Sight of both my Eyes, for the Space of eight and 
forty Hours. *Tis true, I ſhould not have uſed them much 
during a third Part of that Time, had they not been hurt ; 
unleſs thou wilt ſay, they are ſerviceable in our Dreanm, 
and help our Souls to ſpy the dark Chimera's of the Night. 
However, I remember *twas no ſmall Grief, even in 
that Abſence of the Sun, to be only ſenfible of the Pri- 
vation by my Ears: For whilſt the Windows of my Soul 
were ſhut, *twas in vain for thoſe of my Chamber to be 
open; which before this Misfortune would, by letting 
in the Light of the Moon or Stars, have convinc'd me, 
That it was Night, without being beholden to the Clocks 
and Bells of the Con vents for my Intelligence, as I was 
under this Afligtion. e a ek 


Then 
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Then it was, that in my Heart T unſaid all that I had 


written to the Eunuch on the Subject of Blindneſs, and 
curſed the Philoſopher for a Fool or a Madman, who put 
out his own Eyes for the ſake of his Thoughts. I en- 


vied thoſe more happy Fools, who are without Thoughts, 


but enjoy their Sight, which helps to form and regulate 
the Conceits of the moſt wiſe and thinking Men. 


Nay ſuch was my Paſſion and Melancholy, during this 


ſhort Eclipſe of my Eyes, that I preferr'd to mine even 
the Life of thoſe dumb Animals, whom Men have learn- 
ed to call irrational, becauſe they expreſs their Sentiments 


by in articulate Sounds, a Diale# which we don't under- 


ſtand. And I could almoſt have wiſhed my ſelf m ta- 
_—_— though it were into a Dog, provided I might- 
but have that Senſe, the want of which renders our Hu- 


manity imperfe&, and a Burden to it ſelf. ' Or, if thou 


wilt blame me for ſuch a Wiſh, I cannot forbear think- 
ing that Dog happier than his gs col whom I have ſeen: 
leading a blind Man in a String along the Streets of Paris. 
How prudently did that faithful Creature act the Guide in 


eroſſing the ws if any Danger threaten'd his Charge, 


as a Cart, Coach, or Throng of People ? And all this 
Conduct was owing to his Eyes, which made him wiſer 
than his Maſter; who, had he enjoy'd this Senſe, might 
not, for ought I know, have ſurpaſſed his kind Brute, in 


the Exerciſe of Reaſon. | | | 
And now I am fallen on this Subject of the Viſdom of 


Brutes, I muſt not forget a Story which J have read in 
Plutarch, as alſo in a certain French Author, of a Dag in 
the Court of the Roman Emperor Veſpa ſian, which would 
act to the Life all the Agonies and Symptoms of Death 
at the Command of a Mountebank, who had taught him 
many ſuch: comical Tricks to divert the Grandees of 
Rome. | .. - | | 

The ſame Frenchman mentions certain Oxen, which it 
ſeems had learn'd Arithmetick: For being employ'd in 
turning the Wheel of a Well an hundred times every 
Day, when they had finiſh'd that Task would not ſtir a 
Step more; but having revolv'd that Number in their 


Minds, deſiſted of their own accord; nor could any 
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violence compel em to farther Labour. Who will de- 


ny now that theſe Oæen were Mathematicians ; or, that 
that Ship Dag had any need to ſtudy Euclid's Elements, 
who, having a great Deſire to taſte of ſome Oil that he 
ſaw in a deep earthen Veſſel, and not being able to put 
his Head in far enough, by reaſon of the long. ſtraight. 
Neck of the Pot, after ſome Study ran to the Hold of 
the Ship, which was ballaſted with Gravel- ſtones; from 
thence he brought in his Mouth, at ſeveral times, as 
many of thoſe little Stones, as half filling the Pot, forced 
the Oil up to the Mouth, ſo that he could lap his Belly 
full? Of this Plutarch ſays, he was an Eye-Witneſs. 


Was not this, thinkeſt thou, an Archimedes among the 


Dogs? Are not the Goats of Candy abſolute Phyfacians, 
when, being wounded, they never ceaſe ranging the 
Plants of that fertile Iſland, till they tay — — the 
3 5 with which they reſtore themſelves to 
Health? 1 EEE d 
Should the French read theſe Lines, and the others I 
have writ on this Subject to Cara Hali, and the great 
Mahummed of the Deſart, they would cenſure me as a 
Heretick, a Fool, or a Madman: Or, at leaſt, they would 
conclude, I am too importunate an Advocate fot the 


Beaſts. They would call me Brute my ſelf, and fix my 
Pedigree among ſome of the dumb Generations. 


F 


But thou who haſt been educated in the ſerener Prin- 


eiples of the Eaſt, and haſt had the Honour to pour out 


Water on the Hands of the abſtemious Eremit, wilt have 


another Opinion of what I ſay, in Defence of our Kin- 


dred Animals. . LACK 
He that has given Wiſdom and Language tothe Piſmires, 
and inſtructed them to converſe together by mute Signs, 


ſo that when the Signal was given, the Alarm' was taken 
throughout their humble Territories, and they all fled 


away with their Bag and Baggage, when the Army of 
Solomon approached : Inſpire us with Grace to under- 
ſtand the Language of the Beaſts, or at leaſt, not think 


our ſelves wiler than them who underſtand ours. 


Paris, 14th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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LETTER VIII. 


To Afis, Baſſa. 


4 5 HIS Court is wholly taken up at prefent with 
the Preparations that are making to Cromn the 
young King. The Place deſign'd for that Ceremony, is 
2 City eall d Rhemes. Tis ſaid the Duke of Orleans will 
not be there, though the King has ſummon'd all the 
Princes and Novility to attend at his Inauguration, aceor- 
ding to the ancient Cuſtom: But that Prince ſtomachs 
the great Sway Cardinal Maxarini bears at Count. Be- 
ſides, his Daughter, who has no ſmall Power over him, 
is affected to the Party of the Male- contents. Tis thro? 
her Perſuaſions the Dale her Father abſents himſelf from 
the King his Nephew. Yet there are thoſe that fay, his 
Mind will change before the Time appointed for the 
Coronation : And that he will rather diflemble his 
Grudge, that ſo he may more advantageouſly ruin the 
Cardinal, who keeps the King lull'd in a Circle of Plea- 
ſures agreeable to his Youth, that fo he may not have 


= 


Tp or Inclination to pry. into his Management of 
Affairs. 2 b Ret 
The Court is at prefent at Formtainblean, a Houſe of 
Pleaſure belonging to. the King. They paſs their Time 
away in Delights, 'drawn'd in Security: Whilſt the 
wakeful Princes of the Blood are plotting new Methods 
to rouze em from their Lethargy, and teach the young 
Monarch, that the Sud of the Trumpet and Beat of the 
Drum will in a ſhort Time be more neceflary Mufick 
than the ſoft Airs of the Lute, and ſuch Chamber. 
Melody. | 3 | 
In the mean Time, the Prince of Conde being con- 


 demn'd, the Princeſs, his Wife, has petition'd the Parli- 


ament that her Dowry may be ſecur'd to her: But they 
have referr'd the Matter to the King. Her Husband ſeems. 
5 | to 
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to be loſt in all Reſpects, fave thoſe of the Peoples 
Affections, who favour any that are Enemies to Cardi- 
nal Mazarini. 4 | 

Mon ſieur Brouſſel, one of the Counſe lors of Parliament, 
whoſe Impriſonment I formerly mention'd to be the 
Cauſe of the firſt Sedition at Paris, is newly dead; yet 
the Cauſe, whereof he was a Patriot, dies not with 
him, but rather takes freſh Vigour from daily Grounds 
of Diſcontent. 175 . 

It was more particularly reviv'd upon the Death of 
the late Archbiſhop of Paris; the Clergy chuſing for his 
| Succeſſor the Cardinal de Retx, a Priſoner of State, and 
under the ſevere Diſpleaſure of the King. This Hlection 
was countermanded by a Declaration from the Council 
Royal. Nevertheleſs the Eecleſiaſticks perſiſt in their 
firſt Choice; whilſt Cardinal Mazarini threatens em 
with the-Puniſhments due to thoſe who contemn the 
King's Authority. But they ſlight his Menaces, truſting 
to the Arms of the Prince of Conde, which they hope 
will deliver em in Time from the Oppreſſions of that 
great Miniſter. WE | | f | 

The Men of Ability cabal, whilſt the Vulgar are eaſily 
drawn into Parties, as their Aﬀections byaſs *em. Here 
is nothing but murmuring and whiſpering againſt the 
Government. Every Man endeavours to purchaſe Arms, 
and lay em up privately. as againſt ſome publick Inua- 
ſion. Nay, the Citizens walk not abroad without Dag- 
gers hid ander their Garments, as if they either intended 
a Maſſacre, or were afraid of one. All 'Things feem to 
portend ſome ſudden Eruption of 1 Fury; and the 
Wiſeſt know not what will be the Iſſue of ſo many 
threatning Occurrences. ä | „ 

Only Mahmut (ſurrounded with Infidels) is reſign'd to 
Deſtin); knowing that no human Counſel can haſten os 
retard the Decrees fign'd above. NW 
Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, 

of the Year 1654. 


LETTER 
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7 Murat. Baſſa. 


9 


F ſeems the Devils have been lately let looſe in theſe 

Weſtern Parts if we may give Credit to the Depoſi- 
tion of ſuch as have accus'd certain ſuppos'd Witches. 

In Bretagne, a Province of this Kingdom, above forty: 
old Women have been ſeiz'd and impriſon'd, for hold- 
ing Correſpondence with infernal Powers, and above half 
of them condemn'd to Death: God knows with what: 
Juſtice +- | BEE N | 

Some of them are accus'd of enchanting the Perſons: 
of their Neighbours; others for bewitching their 
Cattle, and a third Sort for diſſolving the miſchievous: 
Charm of the firſt and ſecond: All. of them for aſſem- 
bling in the Night-time, and uſing certain diavolical: 
Ceremonies, which they fay, begin and end in kiſſing: 
the Poſteriors of a Goat, or the Devil in that Form. 

I know not-how far theſe poor ſuperannuated Fi- 
gures of Mortality may be wrong'd: Tis a Queſtion 
whether their Judges are always in the Right. A ſhri- 
vell'd meagre Face, a hollow Eye, join'd with irrecover- 
able Poverty, are many times the chief Grounds of Suſ- 
picion, which, improv'd by Superſtition, Miſtakes and 
Malice have often prevail'd on thoſe who ought to ad- 

' miniſter Juftice to condemn poor Wretches more inno- 
cent than themſelves; as guilty of Witchcraft _ 
Vet it cannot be deny'd but that there have been both 
Men and Women vers'd in magical Arts, as they are com- 
monly called, which I take to be only the more myſterious: 
Science of Nature. Such was Zoroaſter, the great Grand 
Child of Moah, and King of that Part of Aa, which 
was then call'd Bactria. Such was Apollonius Tyanans, . 
Philiftides Syracuſanus, with many others of ancient Date: 
Theſe underſtood the hidden Force of the Elements, the 
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Influence of the Stars, the ſpecifick Operation of Metals, 
Minerals, and other ſubterranean Bodies, with the Vertues 
of all Vegetables. They knew exa&tly how to frame 
Aſtral Images and Taliſmans, by the Help of which they 
were able to effect Wonders. And all this perhaps with- 
out once dreaming of infernal Spirits, or having the leaſt 
Society with Devils. 1 . 

Yet I believe Lucian, an ancient Writer, who never 
ſpoke ſeriouſſy of any Thing, ſcarce believ'd himſelf, 
when he related the Story of Pancrates, a famous Magician 
of Egypt, who by theſe Taliſmans was able to transform 
m#mAnimate Things into the Appearance at leaſt of living 
Creatures. Thus he wou'd turn a Stick or Piece of Wood 
into a ſeeming Man, who ſhould walk, diſcourſe, and 
perform all the Actions of a rational Being. 5 

A certain Stranger travelling with him once to Memphis, 
and lying with him in the ſame Caravanſera, as ſoon as 
they were alighted from their Camels, Pancrates took a 
Plank of Oak, and having touch'd it with his Taliſman, 
and pronounc'd two or three Syllables, incontinently the 
Stock mov'd, ſtood upright, walk'd, and taking the Ca- 
mels by the Bridle, led them to the Stables: After which 
this wooden Man came in and prepared their Pilaw, went on 
whatſoever Errands Pancrates {ent him; and when they 
departed the Magician uling a certain private Ceremony, 
this officious Servant return'd to a Plankagain. This was 
his Practice all along the Road. „„ 
One Day his Fellow Traveller being reſolved to try 
the Experiment, took Advantage of the Magiciar's 
Abſence, * who was gone to the Temple, and left his 
Taliſman behind him. The curious Traveller havin 
been often an Eye-Witneſs of this Trick, takes a 
Piece of Mood and touches it with Pancrates's Talif- 
man, repeating the Syllables he had heard him utter. 
Immediately the inanimate Timber became a Man, 
asking his Pleaſure: The Traveller aftoniſh'd at the 
Event, commanded his new Servant to bring him a 
Bucket of Water. The enchanted Spark obeys. 'The 
Traveller told him it was enough, and bid him re- 

| | turn 


. 
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turn to a Piece of Wood again; but inſtead of that, 


he continued drawing of Water, and bringing it in 
till the Honſe was full. The Traveller fearing the 
Anger of Pancrates, thought to diſſolve the Enchant- 
ment, by cleaving the Yooden Animal in two. But 
this augmented his Trouble; for each Piece taking a 
Bucket fell to drawing. of Water, ſo that of one 
Servant he had made two. This continued till the 
Magician came to his Reſcue, who having ſternly re- 
buked the Traveller's Raſhneſs, at a Word turn'd the 


two buſy Drucdges to their primitive Loggiſhneſs and 


Inactivity again. | 5 

1 do not tell this Story as if I would have thee 
believe it, or that I give Credit to it my ſelf. Let 
us imitate the Author of it, who laughs at all that 
delight in ſuch Fables. But the Chriſtians, who be- 
lieve a Piece of Bread is transform'd to Fleſh and 
Blood, and becomes an immortal God at the pronouncing 
of four Words by the Prieſt, may be excus'd if they 
put Confidence in the Figments of Poets and Ora- 
tors. 

I have in my Cuſtody the Journal of Carcoa, who 
formerly refided at Vienna, a private Agent for the 


— 


ever Happy Port. Some of his Letters ſpeak of the 


Superſtition and Credulity of the Germans in this 


Kind. Yet in a Letter to the Mufti, he acknow- 


ledges himſelf overcome by the unqueſtionable Teſti- 
monies of ſuch as had been Eye-Witneſſes of the 
Life and Death of one Fauſtus, a German Magician, 
who play'd a Thouſand infernal Pranks, (as he calls 
them) even before the Emperor himſelf. | | 

He tells alſo of another Magician calld Zyto, who 
liv'd in the Days of the Emperor Charles IV. And 
when the Emperor's Son, to whom Zyto belong d, was 


to marry the Duke of Bavaria's Daughter, the Due, 
to oblige his Son-in-law, who was much taken with 
Magical Tricks, as were all the Germans, ſent for 2 


great many famous Sorcerers to the Wedding. Among 
the reſt, while one was performing a rare Exploit, 
on a ſudden Zyto the Prince's Conjurer came up to 

a e him 
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him with a Mouth ſeeming as wide as that of aw 
old Crocodile, and ſwallows him up at a Morſel. 
When he thus had done, he retires and voids hinv 
again in a Bath; and brings him thus drench'd into 
the Company, challenging any of the other Magici. 
ans, to do a Feat like that, but they were all ſilent. 
I hear of no ſuch Tricks done by thoſe French 
Witches, who cauſs ſo much Diſcourſe at preſent. 
e worſt they are accus'd of, is bewitching their 
| Neighbours Hogs to Madneſs, which thou knoweſt 
may be only a natural Malady. | | 
I pray Heaven defend us from the Enchantments of: 
a deluded Fancy, that Domeſtick Incubus of every 
Mortal, and we need fear neither Witch nor Wizard: 


Paris, 20th of the-5th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 8 


„LET HN X 
To. Cornezan Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


* Fame of Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, has no 
doubt reach'd thy Ears: I have made mention of 
her in ſeveral of my Letters. That Royal Virgin is now 
about to ſurrender her Crown to her Couſin, whom they. 
call Charles Prince Palatine. This is a voluntary Reſignation... 
And her Motive is {aid to be a ſtrong Inclination to Solitude 
and a private Life, being eſteem'd the moſt accompliſh'd 
and learn'd Princeſs of this Age: But thoſe who pretend to 
know more than others, ſay, that the true Ground of 
her abandoning the Kingdom, is a Reſolution ſhe has taken - 
to change her Religion, and embrace the Faith of the 
Roman Mufti, which is forbidden by the Laws of Swe 


den. 
| Thou 


Thou wilt ſmile at the Propoſals which this Queen 
fent to her deſign'd Succeſſor; And his Anſwer to 
them. þ 8 f 

In the firſt Place, She will keep the greateſt Part of the 
Kingdom aud Revenues in her own Hands. 


Secondly, She will be no Subject, but altogether Indepens 


dent and Free. 
Thirdly, She will have Liberty to travel into Foreign 
Countries, or into any Part of that Dominion. 
_  Laftly, She will not have the Offices of Truſt, or any o- 
ther Gifts that ſhe ſhall have diſpoſed of to her Favourites, 
revok'd by her Succeſſor. | 
To theſe Articles Prince Charles anſwer'd. 


Firſt, That he will not be a mere titular King, without 


Dominions, nor without ſuch a Revenue as is neceſſary to de- 
fray the Royal Expences, both in Peace and War. 

| Secondly, That he will ſuffer no Competitor, Equal, or 
Sovereign in his Kingdom. | | 

Thirdly, That he will not run the Hazard of her Intrigues- 
in Foreign Courts. | | | 

: Laſtly, That if he be King, he will diſpoſe of Prefer- 
ments as he thinks fit. And in fine, That he will not be the 
Shadow of a King without the ſubſtantial Prerogatives of 
Sovereignty. *' | | 

*Tis added, That when the Queen heard his Reply, ſhe- 
ſaid aloud, Tpropos d thoſe Articles only to try his Spirit. Now» 
I efteem him worthy to Reign, who ſo well underſtands the in- 
communicable Rights of a Monarch. 

This Intelligence comes by a Secretary to the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador, who is newly come out of Sweden to nego- 
ciate at this Court a ten Years Truce between France and 
Spain. c | 
Hes is likewiſe an Anbaſſador from Portugal, who ac- 
quaints the Court, that the Portuguexe have expell'd the 
Hollanders out of the Places they held in the Eaſt-Indies. 
But if our Merchants bring true Intelligence, the Tartars 
will exterminate all the Franks that are in China. 95 

In. the mean Time, the young King of France paſſes a- 
way his Hours in Dancing, ſeeing of Plays, and other 
| Recreations, provided with vaſt Expence by om 
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nal Mazarini, to divert him with medling with pxb- 
lick Affairs, and from thinking too ſeriouſly on the 


Sentence he has pronounced in Parliament againſt the 
Prince of Conde. | | 


One knows not well how to blame the Prince of Con- 


dess Proceedings, nor yet to accuſe the King of Injuſtice. 


Neither is it proper for a Muſſulman- Slave to decide the 
Controverſy : Our Principles and Laws are different from 
theirs : And he that is eſteem'd a Patriot here in the Weſt, 


would be condemn'd for a Rebel without Heſitation in any 
Part of the Eaſt, where but one God in Heaven, and one 


Sovereign on Earth, is acknowledg'd by the Subjects of e- 
very Kingdom and Empire. | | 7 PIs 6 
But in France, the Princes of the Royal Blood are inveſt- 
ed with ſuch a Power, as renders it difficult for thoſe un- 
der their Command to diftinguifh em from ſupreme Mo- 


— 


narchs. Vet not one of em poſſeſſes a Government 


7 to that of the Baſſa of Egypt ; or ſuperior to his of 
Aleppo. | | | . 
1 | the {ſpoken of theſe Princes tormerly in ſome of. 
my Letters to the happy Miniſters of him, who when he 
pleaſes can make the greateſt Sovereigus the Squires of his 
Stirrup. | 

And therefore *twill be needleſs toſay any more on that 
Subject, but only acquaint thee, that the French Court, 
tho' they cannot relent of the Rigour they have us'd 
towards the Prince of Conde, yet ſeem willing to com- 
pound the Bufineſs with his Son, the young Date of En- 


ghvien, and by a ſubtle Artifice, to ſtrike two Strokes 


for the State at once. A great Duke of this Realm bas 
been lately diſpatch'd to the Dale of Orleans, to pro- 


| Pole a Match between his Daughter and Conde's Heir. 


Whereby the Eftate of the Prince of Conde will fall 
to the Date of Orleans's Poſſeſſion, during the Mino- 
rity of the young Couple. This is a Wheedle to re- 


concile the King's Uncle te the Court, who has been. 
a long time eſtrang d. But *tis thought his Difplea- 


lure is of too deep a Dye to be waſh'd of with Cvurt 


Holy Mater. 


1 


@ Spy at PARis. 23% 
T have no more News to tell thee, ſave the Death of 
a certain Prince whom they call the Duke of Elbeuf. And 
it is of no Import to the Divan, whether a hundred of 
theſe Infidel Princes die every Day or no, ſo long as the 
| —_ Sergnior lives, and is ever ſupply'd with faichful 
Miniſters. ; [Et {335 
For his Health I pray, before the Sun peeps o'er' 
the Tops of the Eaſtern Mountains, and after he hides 
himſelf in the Valleys of the Weſt. Neither do I riſe 
from my Knees at the five appointed Hours, with- 
out an Oraiſon for Chorneſan, and the other Baſſa's of 
the Port. ; | * | 
Paris; - 10th of the 6th Moon, 
F the Year 1654: 
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Fo Sale Fircheni: Emin,- Superintendant 
of the Royal Arſenal at Conſtanti- 
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HO U that haſt the Charge of the Ammunition 
deſign'd for the. Conqueſt of the World, are fit- 
teſt to receive the News of a terrible Blow lately 
given to a City of the Infidels in Flanders. f 
This Place is call'd Gravelins, whereof I have made 
mention in ſome of my former Letters. On the 29th 
of the laſt Moon, the Powder of the Magazine there 
took Fire, whether by Accident or Deſign, is not 
certainly known; but the Damage it has done is very 
great. It is reported, that a third Part of the City is 
lown up, and the chief Fortifications about it, with 
the Ortworks of the Cittadel. Three Thouſand Mor- 
| tals had their Breath exhauſted by the violent wk 
vulſion 
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vulſion of the Air, and were ſent into another World, 


well ſeaſon'd with Salt Peter: Beſides a vaſt Multitude 
of all Sorts, that were. bury'd in the Ruins of the 
Houſes. (Hy | e ET 
Some ſay, A certain Perſon coming to buy ſome 
Powder of the Steward of the Magazine, as they were 
knocking out the Head of a Powder Barrel, the Ham- 
mer ſtruck Fire. Others report, that this Perſon who 
pretended to buy Powder, was a Spy, or private Agent 
of Cardinal Mazarini in thoſe Parts: And that by his 


Maſter's Order, he had prepar'd a certain artificial Fire, | 
enclos'd in a Shell or Box; and that at a certain deter- 


min d Period of Time, it would cauſe the Box to fly 


in Pieces, and ſcatter Flames almoſt as ſubtile and pene- 


trating as thoſe of Lightning. N 
Having therefore this little lnſtrument of Miſchief ready, 
and being inſtructed in all Things, he with the Steward 


enter'd the Vaults where the Powder lay, under Pre- 


tence of buying ſome for the Governor of Bruſſels. And 


when they had open'd one of the Barrels, he thruſt his 


Hand among the Powder, as though he would take up 
fome to look upon; at the ſame Time dexterouſſy con» 
veying his little Shell or Box into the Barrel, knowing 
that in an Hour's Time it would work its Effe&. In 


the mean while, ſeeming to diſlike that Barrel, they 


open'd another; which he bought, and ſo departed. 
Within an Hour afterwards, all the Countries round 
about were aſtoniſh'd at the dreadful Blow, which 
made the Earth to tremble. They ſay, it was heard 


beyond the Seas into England. 


Thus the Contrivance of this Tragedy is faſten'd on 
Mazarini; and ſuch 1s the Hatred the People bear to 
this Miniſter, that if an Earthquake ſhould' happen in 


theſe Parts, T believe they wouidaccuſe him as the Au- 


thor of it. | 1 VE 
But it ſeems as if all the Elements were at War againſt 
the Netherland Provinces. I have already acquainted 


the Miniſters of the Ever happy Port, what Diſtreſſes 
| befel theſe People by Storms at Sea, and Inundations. 
on. Land. After which the Element. of Eixe took its 


Turn 


Turn to chaſtiſe them. For in the firſt Moon of this 
Year, a certain Wind-mill in the Low Countries,  whirl- 
ing round with extraordinary- Violence, by Reaſon of 
a furious Storm; the Stone at length by its rapid Mo- 
tion became ſo intenſeſly hot, as to fire the Mill; from 
whence the Flames being diſperſed by the High Winds 
to the neighbouring Houſes, ſet a whole Town on 
And now the Wrath of Heaven has been kindled 
again to-deſtroy theſe Infidels: Yet thoſe that ſurvive 
will not be converted. Perhaps they will be ruin'd 
Piece-Meal, even to a Final Extermination, like the 
People of Aad and Thamod, of whom at this Day there 
remain no Footſteps. : 1 
I pray God guard the Imperial City and Arſenal from 
all Cajtealties of Fire, from Inundations of Water, and 
from Earthquakes: And thy own watchful Care and 
Prudence will defend the Magazines in thy Cuſtody, 
from the ſly Attempts of Traytors and Villains. | 
Paris, 1 oth of the 6th Moon, e YT 
e the Year 1654. | 
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To Mehemet, an Eunuch in the Seraglio. 


I Acquainted thee formerly with the firſt Neceſſity 1 
had to drink Wine, that I might the better con- 
ceal my being a Muſſulman when 1 was made a Priſo- 
ner by Cardinal Mazarini's Order. I tell thee now, 
this Liquor is grown habitual to me, it being the na- 
tural Beverage of the Country where I am. But the 
French temper it with Water, the better to allay their 
Thirſt, and prevent Fevers : Which Cuſtom. agrees 
not with the Stomach of a Mahometan, who * oo 


- 
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drinłs either Water or Wine, loves to have ther» pure 
without Mixture: I uſe it moderately for my Health, 


and to create an Appetite. But this Evening I drank a 


Glaſs of Wine, which is like to make me abhor it for 
ever. In all Probability I ſhall turn as ſtrict and preeiſe as 
am Hodgia: For, in the midſt of my Draught, I had 


almoſt ſwallowed a great Spider, which lay drowned 


in the Wine. The little Beaſt had paſs'd my Lips; but 
J ſoon clear'd my Mouth of ſo dreadful a Morſel. I 
wiſh'I could as eaſily diſcharge my Imagization of the 
hated Ideas it has imbibed with this fatal Potion. Not 
that I think I am poiſon'd, or have received any real 
Damage from the Spider: The worſt Venom lies in my 
own Fancy. It will be impoſſible for all the Water in 
e mow away the e 3 conceiy'd 
gainſt this little Inſe. I have a p | Antipathy 
— it. The Se of a Spider would always make 
me {weat and tremble: Now, if ever I ſhould taſte the 
Wine again, I ſhould imagine every Mouthful I ſwal- 
low'd had a Spider in it. My Reaſon tells me, there was 
no Danger if I had one in my Stomach ; having ſeen 
a Phyſician, without the uſe of any Antidote, ſwallow 
two or three large Spiders in a Glaſs of Wine: And 
this was his ordinary Practice every Morning. And 
moſt of that Profeſtion maintain, that Spiders fo drank, 
can do no Harm; yet my JAntipathy overcomes my 
Reaſon in this Point. And if Galen or Hippocrates were 
alive, they would not be able with all their learned De- 
monſtrutions, to reconcile me to a Creature, for which 


I have an invincible Averſion and Abhorrence. I had 


rather encounter with a Lion or Tiger in the Deſarts of 
Arnbia provided T had but a Sword in my Hand, than 
to have a Spider crawling: about me in the Dark. And 
therefore I have often envied the Happineſs of the 
Iriſh Men; for in that Iſland, they ſay, No venomous 
Creature will live. The ſame is reported of the Iſle of 
Malta: which wonderful Privilege both theſe 1//auds 
aſcribe to the Prayers of certain Saints. a 
There is no Reaſon to be given for theſe ſecret Anti- 
fathies, which are diſcover'd in many Men. W 
88 weat 
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ſyecat and faint away, if there be a Cat in the Room 
where they are, though they know nothing of it, any 
otherwiſe than by the ſecret Intimations of this xuac 
countable Senſe, which Nature has added to the other 
five. I hive ſeen a Gentleman drop down in a 
Swoon; as ſoon as he enter'd a Chamber where there 
Was a Squirrel kept in a Cage. And thoſe that +knew 
him ſaid, It was his conſtant Infirmity, 5 0 
If there be any Truth in the Doctrine of the Soul's Tran/- 
migration, I ſhould: think the beſt Reaſons for theſe private 
Antipathies might be drawn from ſome former State of 
the Soul. And according to that Suppoſition I ſhauld 
conclude, that I had been a Fly before I came into this 
Body; and having been frequently perſecuted by Spiders 
in that State, do ſtill retain the Dread of my old Ene- 
my, which all the Circumſtances of my preſent Iſera- 
morphoſis are not able to efface. But if this be fo, I 
wonder I ſhould have no diſtin Remembrance of 
my former little volatile Life; ſince» Pythagoras, the 
great Patron of the Metempſychoſis declares, that he 
could remember ſeveral Changes he had undergone. 
And particularly recounts, how he lead a merrier Life 
= he was a Frog, than ſince he became a Philo- 
opher. . | 
# It affords me Matter of Thought, and is no ſmall 
Diverſion, to behold the Contrariety that is in Men's 
Diet. One Man never taſtes of Fiſh all his Days, 
- another abhors Fleſh; this faints if his Bread be cut 
with a Knife that has touched Cheeſe, that ſwoons at 
the ſmell of Mutton. Men have as different Appetites, 
as they have Faces. Some are ſqueamiſn, and almoſt 
nauſeate every Thing that others eat freely of: Again, 
there are others to whom nothing comes amiſs. For 
my part, I have many Averſions in Point of. Diet; 
And, above all Things, I can never be reconciled to 
the eating of Inſects, Serpent; and other Reptile Creatures; 
yet there are Men in this Kingdom, who live upon Frogs, 
Pipers, Graſhoppers, and fuch Kind of loathſome Ani- 
mals. And ] have read of a People in the Saut hern Pants 
of Africa, who had other Viet het Glebe, 
| 5 whic 
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which they catch in the Spring; when certain Winds 
bring innumerable Swarms of them over the Land, fo 
that all the _— is covered. Theſe People are very 


| lean, active and black. They run ſwift as Stags, and 


will climb Trees, and jump from one Bough and Tree 
to another as nimble as Apes and Squirrels. But they 
are ſhort-liv'd, never exceeding forty Years of Age. 
For about that Time, they feel a violent Itching all over 
their Bodies; which tempting them to ratch them- 


ſelves they never ceaſe till they make Holes in their 
Fleſh, where certain winged Inſect breed: Which 


multipy ſo faſt, that in a little Time they devour the 
poor Wretches. This is thought to be the Reſult of 


their ill Diet. 


Let not what T have ſaid create any Squeamiſhneſs 
in thee, but eat thy Pilaw with a Stomach: For 
that Food has the Benediction of God: and his Prophet. 

Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 1 

of the Tear 16544. 


LETTER 30 
To the Kaimacham. 


T HE King of France has been ſolemnly crown'd at 
Rheims ; where were preſent his Mother and 


Brother, Cardinal Mazarini, with divers Princes and 


Nobles, and Foreign Miniſters. But nothing could per- 
ſuade the King's Uncle, the Duke of Orleans, to grace 


this Ceremony with his Preſence. He has declar'd he 
will never come to the Court ſo long as Cardinal Ma- 


zarini is there. „ e | 
Marſhal Turenne has receiv'd private Orders to repair 
ſpeedily to his Army in Flanders. What the Deſign is 
We are not certain. Some ſay, He is gone to ſurprize 
" | | GrAavelines, 
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Gravelines, a'City in Flanders, which was lately ſo ru- 


in'd by the blowing up of the Magazine, that it is 
not in a Condition to reſiſt the French, ſhould they aſ- 


” 


ſault it. . | 
Others ſay, the King has commanded his General to 
lay Siege to Stenay, a City belonging to the Prince of 


Conde, a Place of great Strength, and exquiſitely for- 


tify'd. | 

Tis reported, that Cardinal Maxarini holds a Cor- 
reſpondence with the Governor of this ſirong Hold: 
And that on this Ground it was he promis'd the King, 


on the Honour of his Purple, that if he would ſuffer his 


Army to lie down before it, it ſhould by ſuch a Day 
be deliver'd into his Hands. | 

The Due of Lorrain, of whoſe Impriſonment at 
Antwerp I inform'd Muſtapha Berber Aga, is now re- 
moy'd from thence and ſent to Spain; from whence tis 
believ'd he will never come back. | 

From the North the Poſt brings News of the Reſig- 


nation which Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden has made of 


her Crown to her Couſin, Prince Charles. They add, 
That ſhe caus'd a Crow to be made with this Inſcription, 


FROM GOD AND CHRISTINA; and that ſhe 


plac'd this Crown on the Prince's Head with her own 
Hands, having before abſoly'd all her Subje&s from their 


Oaths of Fidelity to her. 


The ſame Poſt alſo tells us, of a mighty Army of 
Muſcovites which are enter'd into Poland, deſtroying 
and laying deſolate wherever they come. The pretended 
Cauſe of this Invaſion is ſaid to be a Diſguſt the Czar 
has taken at a certain Hiſtorian and Poet of Poland; who, 
in reciting the Mars between thoſe Nations, had made 
a Miſtake in the Genealogy of the Muſcovite Emperors, 
naming the Father for the Son. The Car being in- 
form'd of this, demanded the Head of the Myiter as an 
Atonement ; which being deny'd he ruſh'd into the 
Territories of Poland, to revenge himſelf by Fire and 


Sword. | 


Theſe are the Actions of ſuch as pretend to follow 
the Example of Feſus, the Meſſias; who commanded 


Sage 


Men 
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Men to forgive Injuries, even as did our Holy Prophet; yet 
-they ſcruple not to accuſe us of what they themſelves 
.are only guilty. 'Thus, whilſt they are Chriſtians in 
Name, we ſhew by our Practice that we are true Diſ- 
ciples of the venerable Feſus. - . 
Daubtleſs all Men are juſt or wicked by Nature. Every 
Man's Fate is engraven on his Fore- head. And neither 
the Precepts nor Examples of Feſus, or Mahomet, can 
alter the Inclinations of thoſe, Whoſe Stars have ſign d 
_ in their Nativity with the indelible Characters of 
Vice. W | 
Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 
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LETTER MV. 
7 Dgnet Oglou. 


— — I have been in a Wilderneſs, or at leaſt III 
'L 1 ſuppoſe it, wandring up and down, loſt and con- 
founded in the dark, without Sun, Star, Land- mark, 
or any faithful Guide to dire& me. What ſhall I do in 
this Caſe? I am tir'd with perpetual Rambling ; and 
reſt dare I not; neither can I, ſuch is my Uneaſineſs, 
even in the only Circumſtance which gives to other 
Men Repoſe. | | 
Thus I diſcourſe with myſelf when Jam alone, and 
-conſider my preſent State as a Mortal. The Miſeries of 
this Life are the Themes of my firſt Contemplation ; 
and *tis-but Reaſon it ſhould be ſo, becauſe we feel em 
every Moment. They touch our Senſe nearly, and af- 
flict us with ſharp Pains. Yet they are but like the Sting 
of a Waſp, violent for a Time, but. laſt not long. 
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15 This Thought carries me farther, and puts me upon 
an endleſs Meditation, what will befal me after Im 


dead. When I have contemplated all that I can, run 


over a thouſand Paths of Fancy, and track'd all the 


Footſteps of the Wiſe, or of ſuch as were eſteem'd 10 ;. 
ſtill IL find my ſelf in a Deſart, more entangled than a. 
Traveller loſt in the Foreſt of Hercynia, which extends: 
from the moſt Noreherly Part of Muſcovy, to ſome Pro- 
vinces in the German Empire; and *tis-reputed: five hun- 
dred Leagues in lengtn. 250 9950 
In this bewilder'd Condition I met with many pre- 
tended. Guides; one telling me this is the Way, ano» 
ther that. But becauſe they do not agree in their Ad. 
vice, 1 know not which to truſt; and am inclin'd to- 
ſuſpect ſome for Cheats, and the reſt for Fools; as: 
much at a Loſs, if not more, than my ſelf. 
Permit me to diſcourſe with Freedom, my dear 
and let us unmask like Friends. What ſignifies. 


A | that. the Imaums and Mollahs can ſay of Paradiſe 
and Hell, ſince none of em have been there to make an 


Experiment? Why ſhould we ſuffer ourſelves to be 
amus d with Notions of Things, which for ought we 
know have no other Exiſtence, but in the Harangues: 
of the Preachers, and the Fancies of the Credulous. 
Think not that I am going to perſuade thee to the- 


Hereſy of the Muſerin, who deny the Being of a God. 


I. tell thee, I am no Atheiſt. From every Thing 1 be- 
hold, my Thought ſoon flies up to a firſt Cauſe; and 
there tis daſh'd. into a Thouſand: Queries. This I. lay 
as a ſolid Foundation; All Things were not always in the 


ſame State as they are now. (my Experience demonſtrates: 


to the N But how much longer they have: 
been otherwiſe, than my own Remembrance, I can-- 


not be aſſur'd, but by. the Confidence which I. repoſe: 


in People, that are older than my. ſelf, and the Faiths 
I give to Books. Both which agree in this, That they, 
are guilty of Contradictions without Number... 
. Thoſe that were born before me, and liv'd in the 
Days of Sultan Mahomet III. tell me many. Paſſages of 
his Reign, quite different from the Relations of others, 
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who alfo liv'd in thoſe Times, and remark'd the Tran- 
iges of their Age. 
l like the Diſagreement T find among Authors, who 
have committed to writing the Hiſtories of former Timer. 


*Tis difficult to encounter with two Men of the ſame 


Opinion even as to Matters of Fact. Some take a Pride 
in diſguifing the Truth, whilſt others have not Skill to 
take 85 3 1 be. * ſort of CT - the 
World, of ſupine and e: Judgment ms, ulous, 
and not daring to call in Queſtion, hat has been tranſmit- 
ted to them from the Authority of fuck and ſuch a Writer. 
They ſuperſtitiouſly revere as an Oracle, the Mannſeriprs 
of a mortal Man like themſelves, ſubject to as many Frail- 


ties and Miſtakes. And all this, only becauſe they have 


been tanght to do fo from their Infancy : So forcible is the 
Influence of Education. Thus the 
Records of their Nation to be of divine Original, though 
they want not verbal Contradictions, and abound with lo- 
gical and philoſophical Tnconfiſtencies But that which is 
of greateſt Moment is, that neither they nor any other 
Nation, no not even the AHrian or Egyptian Records, 
come near the immenſe Chronologies of the Chineſe and 
Tadians. So that amidſt ſuch Variety of Accounts, a Man 
knows not where to fix his Belief. But whether the 


World be only Five or Six thouſand Years old, or of a 


more indefinite 5 this is a ſure Maxim, That 
fomething is eternal. Even the Fews and Chriſtians, who 


deny the Eternity of Matter, and affert the Creation of 


the World out of NOTHING, in a determin'd Period of 
Time, muſt of Neceſſity own, There was an eternal and 
infinite Emptineſs or Vacuity, which is the ſame as Moſes 
calls by the Name of NOTHING: Which will ſound as 
harſh in Philoſophy as the Eternity of Matter does in their 
Divinity. Nay, if I miſtake not, tis of a worſe Con- 
ſequence, even in the Dofrines of Religion, to affert an 
infinite Privation, or want of Exiſtence, to be Coeternat 


with the ſ#b/tantial God, who is Omnipotent, Living and 


Strong; than to affirm Matter itſelf to be Coeternal with 
him, ſince this is an actual Subſtance, and may with Rea- 
ſon be ſuppos d, as a neceſſary Emanation of his Power and 

7 Goadneſß: 
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Goodneſs : whereas the other is a mere naked Potentialiry, 
a Non-Entity, as the Weſtern Philoſophers call it; and there- 


fare cannot be conceived to flow from the Divine Nature, 
which is Eſſential Life and Being. Yet in theſe nice and 
remote Speculations I am timorous, and dare not be poſi- 


tive; leſt I ſhould prophane the Honour of that Soverei 


y Good, who is the Breath of our Noſtrils, To ſpeak the 
Truth, I am wavering in all Things but this, That there 


is an eternal Mind, every where preſent, the Root and Baſes * 
of all Things viſible and inviſible, whom we call Alla the 


Support of infinite Ages, the Rock and Stay of the Univerſe: 
"Th thou and I, dear Friend, perſevere in adorin = 


ſuperlative Effence of Eſſences, with internal and profound 


Devotion. Letour 5 be pure, or Words few, and 
thoſe full of innocent and grateful Flames. For aſſured- 
ly, God delights not in the Babbling of the Tongue. 

As for the reſt, let us live according to our Nature and 
Reaſon, as we are Men. For we may believe, That the 
indulgent Father of all Things will acceptus, if we ſquare 
out Actions according to this Rule, without aiming at the 
Perfection of Angel-. |; 1 

In a Word, Let us love all human Race, and ſnew Ju- 
ſtice and Mercy to the Brates. For in ſo doing, we ſhall 


not be unkind to our ſelves. 


Paris, 13th ef the 7th Moon, 
| of the Tear 1654, 
according to the Chriſtian Style. 


The End of the Fourth Volume. 
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